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Inventory No: ERV.901    

Historic Name: Farley Bridge 

Common Name: Farley Road Bridge over Millers River 

Address:

City/Town: Erving 

Village/Neighborhood: Farley 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Other Engineering; Other Transportation 

Significance: Engineering; Transportation 

Area(s): ERV.E: Farley Village

Designation(s):
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FORM F - STRUCTURE 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA FORM NO. 

;tcn nap: uraw map snowing structure s location 
1n relation to nearest cross streets, buildings 
and/or geographical features. Indicate all 
buildings between Inventoried property and nearest 
Intersection. 
Indicate north. j 

Town
 W e n d e 1 1

 / e « t v i ^ 

ess 
F a r l e y Road 

Far l e y Bridge 

jrshlp: Ts of Wendell & 

Erving 

Public 

fflffie 

of Structure (check one) 

X 

thouse 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall 
windmill 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1889 

Source Placque on Bridge 

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known): 
Dean & Westbrook. N.Y. 

Construction material 
i r o n 

Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition gnoH 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 

UTM REFERENCE 

Setting In a wooded cross i n g over 

M i l l e r s R i v e r , with heights on N 
s i d e , lower land on S. 

Recorded by S h e r r i l l Foster 

USGS QUANDRANGLE 

SCALE 

Organization Wendell H i s t . Commission 

D a t e

 Oct, 26, 1985 



The Bridge over the M i l l e r s R iver at F a r l e y , b u i l t i n 1889 by the New York 
f i r m of Dean & Westbrook i s a pin-connected P r a t t Through t r u s s b r i d g e . I t i s 
the only known example i n Massachusetts to use the Phoenix Iron Company's 
patented wrc ught-iron "Phoenix columns". The bridge a l s o r e t a i n s i t s two 
richly-ornamented name p l a t e s on the p o r t a l s at e i t h e r end of the b r i d g e . 
Placque reads:...Wendell Selectmen S. C. B a l l o u , A. Baker, G. A. Merchant. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the community. 

There are 6 t r u s s e s on each side of the b r i d g e . In the center these trusses 
c r o s s , becoming an X. The end t r u s s e s s t a r t from the base of the bridge and 
angle towards the banks of the r i v e r . 

Other towns had the Iron t r u s s b r i d g e , a very l a r g e one was at Sunderland 
(destroyed i n 1936 f l o o d . ) "The March 1936 f l o o d (was) the worst to h i t the CT 
v a l l e y up to that time. Bridges at G r e e n f i e l d and Montague C i t y went, crashing 
against other bridges u n t i l none stood f o r 10 miles to Sunderland." Harry A. Wright 
Story of Western Mass. 1949. p624. 
The Bridge at Sunderland was a long Iron t r u s s b r i d g e . Thus the selectmen were 
aware of other bridges of t h i s s t y l e , and knew t h e i r s t u r d i n e s s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates 
to the development of the community. 
The bridge was necessary to the economic advantage of the community. Er v i n g 

had numerous manufacturing m i l l s f o r which Wendell s u p p l i e d the raw m a t e r i a l (wood) 
and the personnel to run these m i l l s . There was a l s o i n the 19th C. much 'piece 
work' the b r a i d i n g of palm l e a f and straw to create h a t s . E a r l i e r there was 
wool, l e a t h e r goods, and so f o r t h . As l a t e as 1949, the q u a n t i t y of lumber 
prepared i n Wendell was 1,258,000 f e e t . (Wright:p.657.) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Wright, Harry Andrew, Story of Western Mass. Lev/is H i s t o r i c a l P u b l i s h i n g Co. N.Y. 
1949, v o l I I . "~ 

W h i t t l e s e y , Charles W. Crossing & Re-Crossing the Connecticut R i v e r . T u t t l e , More­
house 8s Taylor Co. New Haven, CT. 1938. ~ 

Hayward, John. Gazetter of Mass.... , John Hayward, 25 C o r n h i l l , Boston 1847. 
Condit, C a r l W. American Building,U.of Chicago P r e s s . 2nd ed. 1982. f i g 30-32. 
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m ERVING / W E N D E L L 

:ation Parley Village, Town of Erving 

ier Towns of Erving and Wendell 

:e 1889 

irce of date Plaque on bridge 

.ginal ownerTowns of Erving and Wendell 
1 igner Dean & Westbrook. New York. 

tilable to public Yes 

• u s e — L i m i t o d to 3 I« 
4 - ?re>e Singlfl span "ThrvMigh TW.+. Tr-,«dimensions Span lgjf ffi* 

Construction material Wmngh-h JTTMI 

Setting Spans Miller,s Rivfir firm enri nf Rririgp street in Farley. 

6. History (continue on reverse side) This bridge was built because two enterprising 

business men, J.B. and D.E. Farley, built a paper mill and knitting mill on the Wendell 

or south side of the river. They built houses for their help there; but their own "commod­

ious dwellings" were built on the Erving side, on high ground overlooking the river and 

the factories. Hence the need for a bridge. 

In 1936, flood waters rose 18 inches over the floor of the bridge. The approach on 

the Erving side was washed out, but the bridge remained intact. 

AT the 1981 town meeting money was voted for inspection of, and repairs to , this 

bridge. Tighe and Bond, of Holyoke prepared a report on the bridge in July, 1981. 
7. Indicate location of structure in Footage of structure from street -
relation to cross sts., other structures 
or permanent points of reference., ... Recorder ty^JL fe'-O 
Exactly at end of Bridge Street in 

. . . For 
Farley. 

Photo Date^UV. (, J?g a. 
SEE REVERSE SIDE 
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RESTRICTIONS 

Deed Information: Book number Page , Registry of Deeds 

7. History, cont. 

Quoting from their reports "Bridge Street b r i d g e ± s a s i n g l e s p a n "Through 

Pratt Truss", built by Dean and Westbrook of New York in 1889. - appears to 

be constructed throughout of wrought iron. All joints on the structure were assembled 

with large threaded steel pins. The compression members were fabricated from rolled 

shapes and riveted together to form a nearly tubular shape. The tension members on the 

truss were made from either circular rods, or square or flat stock with ends enlarged 

to fit around the steel pins at each joint. The ends of the compression members, how­

ever, are held in place with large castings iwhich were made to fit integral with 

Bach joint of the truss." 

After minimal repairs the bridge would be posted, as follow*/st 

Type H load 3 I. 

Type 3 load $ T. 

8. Bibliography ^ ^ 2 l o a d T ' 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY 
t»JBf4. l a s 

Municipality: Erving/Wendell D i s t r i c t i £ 

Street name/Rt. #: racWRoad 
Over "

 0 

Street name/Rt. #: MAlerolWr 

Bridge key #i UUKe\fcOO410Q Photo ##s: It'. Q--4 • IQ2.: gjLA- oOA 

Bridge plan #: E-to-(b/w-\5-5 

Common/historic name: fnrUaTDc\doe. .... 

Current owner: 

UTM coordinates: AASHTO rating: gs<b (^-3o-8^ 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
National Register status (insert date) % F i e l d rating: * 

Entered: Potential: J 
* 

E l i g i b l e : Non-eligible: - * 
© 

************************************************************************ 
Date b u i l t (source): 1689 (pUlO . 

Date(s) rebuilt (source): 

Builder (source): ^"Deao S We-^brock, NY. (pUW>) 

Designer (source): 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Structural type/materials: SiO 

<p\(V c o n n e c t e d , ©-panel, "Pratt 4hroopJn 4ro-&o, coo. ' l iero <o 2. cenlca\ paoelo onl^. 

^-Oearcierd "Phoeoi*. o o l o r n o c o m p r e s s i o n m e m b e r o - er>d pooi*>, opper c h o r d o , upper \zAer&\ tArxAo, 
3 n d i r n e r v o c 4pot>o v e r t i c a l * , -floor beqtno a r e o o " 3 p e o d « d Cronr> l o o k e r p a n e l p o i o t a Vx^ 

harioero. "Phoenix, coiomn mernb«ro are t>oclc«A e d >nlo vroo cacAtna b l o d c o par>el p o i n l o . t<-w 

\ooped r o d U-

har>ô ro. "Phoenix, column memb-ero are t>odc«A ed into vroo cacAinc^blodco a\ panel pom\o. f̂cMje.bra.r louOeC 

raoohlu^ cyamW r-obbte rr>at>onr<̂  

Overall length: 12.5' Deck width/layout: cxi-oal \ L Uog 

Skew: 

Main un i t , # spans : 1 lengths :_U7j 

Approaches, # spans: lengths: -

Plaque: 2. location: ceoWed on por̂ aA -&ir\io 

Alterations, unusual features, comments: 

-hmber o l n o o ^ r j a n d d e c k planlc_=> reeeol l^removed , otwe f o r -V c^l lcvoa^a\onc^Uherr 
-lrot)t>. zx\\ uJoodeo d e m e n \ o Vrad ondoobledl^ been replaced nomerooo •hnneo t * n c e I S S H . 

<%\\ meAai e\emerjio oC badc^ -appear TO be ocic^oai. 

o a i o i a n d t n ^ , uji^dlu^proWed buildefb plaVeo on boib porlalo. 

file:///ooped


&<V/ HQ ( 

Visual quality (bridge and setting): High X Average Low 

Site integrity: Retained Violated ><, 

Describe: WtoS^pscWeoqye. bridoe opaoo oKalloyo, rocSc^ bed of MiHero"Rvuer ao l \ 
ooind-o down a nar-ixxu valte^ o<goeez.ed bel toeeo oieep, roclcu billt>. ̂  o e o e o of beauAui ouer cirotoo 
•sVorte , brick., and concrete ?odoix^ founda\iaoo line 4be WeoaeU oide a? ^Ke rvi/er; -n. wnafi ^ r o u f ^ 
IT^ QDCI 2.0- C boooeo t4ocia. 2. or O t>bo<4 olreef S> oo4We Erviry^oide. corexpnoe 4be vnUaas of Tarieu .̂ 
History of bridge and s i t e : . 

Thio b r i d p ^ u j^ O o^iojoziK^ buill aA TX coo l of ^ ^ . O O . , ^ O O oj^udrwdn ujiao comcibofed 

b^ 4he TarWo^TUper Co. "The poper cort^pcio^O plao4 -PormerU o l r e l c h e d alor^4he Wendell 
rw/er, uobtie. 4be bollc of 4be udluaj. of rarle^ujao locked on a. biaber, 4-erna.ce. 

on4he Ecmna^tAde of 4be VWUero. Ool^4he fou^d-sdiooo of Abe. p^per mi l l con^e*. c o n b«. oeeo 

4oO.au C prcourn'atjI'A , 4he plan! woo ruined 

rr>uchof 4be reoidenlial pcnVton of TarUt^-ourvweo . 

Sources: Ervina Anneal "RecorW \8al-e^ 

PUot> No 
"fa. t>ch. 

Gici'RH / CM. WZ\ phofo m Ecvino,") 
#*#*###*##***#**###*##*##**##*##*#*##*#***̂  

Summary statement of significance: 

T i e d f o r 1 * oideol o f S Icoocon PrcdH 4brT3oo^ 4ruooeo .n 4he ttt>?W d a t a baoe. \MuoW^ 

onalWed(e^cep+ino^4be periodic repbceroer>4 o H b e 4imber cAnnoaro and dedt^. O e of or>l̂  

5 k n o a j n b r i d o p . in 4be ht>PW d a t a baae and T"7-M are4he olhero') 4© o4iWe.4be. 

pa4en4"ed "Pbcsenix. column compreooton merobero. Hao a. pair o f u j i l d l ^ p r o f i l e d buildero p^Ws 

(the oaroe pbdeo bsue. been found on aiber Dean 5 W e d b r o o t - bo; l l b^doeo — none in V\a=©aclwoett>; 

4houojpy -Ln a. ver^pidureoQoe. r u r a l oe\tina .(^eoooiderabL df feren roro 4be. ojau Abi-o areiv <TKJO\ 

4Ke Wendell boot o f D e n v e r ) . 

Statement prepared by: 5 Proper Date: gR Ap^l ^88 

F i e l d survey by: f. j.^opgr MDPW Rin4-ortc"bndo&-Spec^lio^ Date: q-i7-Qi 

H-I7-87 

http://4oO.au




MD?W RECOMMENDATION - NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY W £ * J . 

M u n i c i p a l i t y S t r e e t on No. 

Bridg e ; Erv too/Wendell f a r l e ^ d / HAlercTRwgr fc-\(Xp/W-15-5 

H i s t o r i c e v a l u a t i o n 

S i g n i f i c a n t because: 

1) Unusual or unique type ft-dft W o o o H 4ruo=> £L 

or r a r e s u r v i v o r of common type 

2) E a r l y example of type 188R X 

3) Design - V a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o b r i d g e technology x 

4) Retains i n t e g r i t y )C. 

5) B u i l d e r known and important 

6) Bridge h i s t o r i c a l l y important t o area x 

Not s i g n i f i c a n t because: 

1) Common type 

2) Post-1931 

3) Design - no c o n t r i b u t i o n to bridge technology 

4) I n t e g r i t y l o s t because o f : a) a l t e r a t i o n s 

b) d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 

5) B u i l d e r unimportant or not known Dean & fceotbrook. x 
6) No known s i g n i f i c a n c e i n area X P o t e n t i a l l y e l i g i b l e 

Not e l i g i b l e i n d i v i d u a l l y , 
but located 

Comment s: 

Not e l i g i b l e 

Conditionally not e l i g i b l e ; 
review when 50 years old 

A n e a r l ^ and YtrlualU unaltered example aC an impa4anl \rooo "î pe. no\ cort\monî  
-foond »n V\aot>3cWot3e^fly oome ver̂  onotual deWW, \n an êWmeU p i c W e ^ e 

Z\ April \S88 f>«i-'Xo^er MfDWC ^ i o \ o c i c Ibr \do^ t>pec-«a\ioV 
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// T^uiS.. T^eio^. i-xujfcre pA>sifec- PO/MT, fr?«^ £ 

(00 !H flUTO: H-n- 67j) 



TO: ̂ T ^ - f & 

\, • - i^- - J. .\A \s. * J 
EfZ\f. 901 
Kief/. 9<#> 

3 — RETURN TO REVIEWER BY 

FROM 

DATE: 8 In I SB 

TOIVN: Jz&\s//vj /us*sr<Jc// 

PROPERTY: E-U>-<>/u-/S~-S~ /=4nJ^ #J 
[NAME AND ADDRESS) 

Does this property meet the c r i t e r i a f ^ r NR e l i g i b i l i t y ? 

YES 

• NO 

A. C r i t e r i a 
a. events 
b. lives 
c. characteristics ' 
d. information 

B. Local"-'" S t a t e N a t i o n a l 

Statement of Significance: OR Why not e l i g i b l e ? 
-

ytfsuuts^L -. - - -

b y - S e ^ 

QOOE LETTER'lvRITTEN" FILED IN ER FILE 
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September 8, 1988 

Mr. James A. Walsh 
Division Administration 
Federal Highway Administration 
Transportation Systems Center 
55 Broadway - 10th Floor 
Cambridge, MA 02142 

ATTN: Mr. H. Pearl man 

RE: PRATT Through Truss Bridges, National Register Eligibility 

Dear Mr. Walsh: 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission has reviewed the historic bridge 
inventory forms prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Public Works. The 
MHC concurs with the preliminary finding of the MDPW that the following 
bridges appear to meet criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Erving/Montague E-10-1/M-28-14 East Mineral Rd. over Millers River 

1988 Wrought iron pin-connected 7 panel Pratt through truss. Built by the 
Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton Ohio, this bridge is the third oldest of 
the nine surviving Pratt through Trusses in Massachusetts. 

1889 Wrought iron pin-connected 8 panel Pratt through Truss. An early and 
virtually unaltered example of an important bridge type not commonly found in 
Massachusetts. This bridge has four segment Phoenix column compression 
members, and one of only three known bridges in Massachusetts to use Phoenix 
columns. This bridge is in the Late 19th century village of Farley and 
contributes to the area's significance. 

Northampton N-19-27 Old Shepard Rd. over Mill River 

1880 Wrought iron pin-connected 9 panel Pratt through Truss, built by the 
Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio. This bridge is the oldest known 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Farley Rd. over Millers River 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



Pratt through Truss in Massachusetts. Characteristic details are the 
mid-height stiffening ties and the use of small rolled I beams for verticals 
and lateral struts. 

Northampton N-19-47 Clement Street over Mill River 

1894 Wrought iron pin-connected 7 panel Pratt through Truss with uncommon 
upper lateral system. Adjacent to the 19th century rural factory village of 
Bay State. 

Taunton T-l-5 Harris Street over Taunton River 

1887 Wrought iron pin-connected 6 panel Pratt through Truss. Oldest surviving 
bridge in Taunton. Major reason for construction was to carry a major water 
main from the city's pumping station. This bridge is an important surviving 
element of the city early public works development. Entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places on July 5, 1984 as part of the Taunton Multiple 
Resource Area Nomination. 

Westfield W-25-15 Conrail over U.S. 202, St. 101, 
and Elm St. 

1889 Wrought iron pin-connected 10 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is 
noted for its riveted Plate Floorbeam hangers and its severe 50 degrees skew. 
This bridge is located in the main 19th century commercial area of Westfield. 

The following bridges dui not appear to meet National Register Criteria for 
individual listing. However, the bridges are within, or adjacent to an 
historic district or potentially eligible historic district, and plans for 
replacement should take into consideration potential impact to adjacent 
properties. 

Chester C-ll-13 Maple St. over West Branch of 
Westfield River 

1900 Steel riveted 8 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is located in the 
middle of the Chester Factory Village, a proposed National Register district. 

Col rain C-18-9 Call Rd. over North River 

1895 Pin-connected 6 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is located within 
the substantially unaltered mill village of Shattuckville in which industrial, 
commercial and residential resources from the late-industrial period exist. 



The MHC concurs with the preliminary findings of MDPW that the following 
bridge does not appear to meet criteria for listing in the National Register 
of Historic PTaces. 

1938 Steel riveted 7 panel Pratt through Truss. Typical modern example of an 
important metal truss bridge type. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact William Smith of this 
office. 

Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

xc: Frank Bracaglia, MDPW 

VAT/kh 

Col rain C-l8-5 St. 112, Jacksonville Rd. over East 
Branch of North River 


