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Year Constructed: R 1880 
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Use(s): Other Engineering; Other Transportation 

Significance: Engineering; Transportation 
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FORM F  STRUCTURE  
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125  
 
Photograph 

 
Locus Map 
 

 
 
 
Recorded by:   Bonnie Parsons  

Organization:   Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 

Date (month / year):   January, 2011 

 
 
 

Assessor’s Number       USGS Quad      Area(s)     Form Number 
 

10D-590  Easthampton    NTH.901 

 
 
Town/City:   Northampton   

Place (neighborhood or village):  Leeds 
  

Address or Location:   Crossing Mill River between Main 
and Water Streets
Name:   Leeds Hotel Bridge  

Ownership:      Public         Private 

Type of Structure (check one): 
  ___ boat or ship 
  ___ canal 
  ___ carousel 
  ___ dam 
  ___ fort 
  ___ gate 
  ___ kiln 
  ___ lighthouse 

  ___ pound 
  ___ powderhouse 
  ___ street 
  ___ tower 
  ___ tunnel 
  ___ wall 
  ___ windmill 

 __x_other (specify)   Bridge  

Date of Construction:   1876 – 1884  

Source:   bridge patent plaque and 1884 atlas 

Architect, Engineer or Designer:  Wrought Iron Bridge 
Company, Canton, Ohio,  
  
Materials:   Wrought Iron  

Alterations (with dates):   
 Guard rails added, n.d. 

Condition:   visually good 

Moved:      no    yes     Date:    

Acreage:  under one acre over river  

Setting:   This bridge is located over the Mill River in 
a residential, municipal services neighborhood. 

 

RECEIVED 
 

AUG 19 2011 
 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 
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 NTH.901 

 
 

  Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   
 If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form. 
 

 
Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets. 
 
DESIGN ASSESSMENT  
Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other structures within the community.   
The Leeds Hotel Bridge is a is an iron, single-span, through-truss bridge approximately 45 feet long, 15 feet wide and 20 feet 
high.  It is composed of two angled portals with lattice-truss corner braces.   Four parallel cords of upright posts connected by 
struts are arranged across the bridge.  In the bays created by the four chords are diagonal-bracing cables. The combination of 
chords and cables support the iron bridge floor of the bridge suspended over the Mill River below.  At each end of the bridge on 
the entrance strut is an iron manufacturer’s plaque cut in a scrolled pattern.  Two street lights hang suspended from struts on the 
bridge.  The lights and the metal guard rail are later additions to the bridge that functions as a pedestrian bridge.  As one of the 
last bridges in Northampton of this type, this bridge carries particular historical significance. 
 
 
 
 
 
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 
Explain the history of the structure and how it relates to the development of the community.    
 
 
From Form F of 1980: “This small bridge is one of two late 19th century iron road bridges left in Northampton.  It’s called Hotel 
Bridge because it originally led to the Leeds Hotel, which seems to have been established at about the same time as the bridge.  
In fact, the bridge was probably built specifically for the hotel.  At either end of the bridge are identical rectangular plaques 
capped by a decorative iron piece.  The plaques read: Wrought Iron Bridge Co. Canton, O.-Builders-Patented Nov. 21st 1876.” 
 
This bridge was built after the flood of 1874 when Leeds was largely washed away. 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES    
 
 
Beers, F. W. County Atlas of Hampshire Massachusetts, New York, 1873. 
Hales, John G. Plan of the Town or Northampton in the County of Hampshire, 1831. 
Miller, D. L. Atlas of the City of Northampton and Town of Easthampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, Philadelphia, 1895. 
Walker, George H. and Company.  Atlas of Northampton City, Massachusetts, Boston, 1884. 
Walling, Henry F. Map of Hampshire County, Massachusetts, New York, 1860. 
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 NTH.901 

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 
 
 
Check all that apply: 
 

Individually eligible      Eligible only in an historic district 
  Contributing to a potential historic district      Potential historic district 

 
Criteria:  A      B     C      D 
 
Criteria Considerations:      A      B      C      D      E      F      G 
 
 
 Statement of Significance by _____Bonnie Parsons___________________   
  The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 
 
 
 
The Main Street bridge in Leeds would contribute to a Leeds Center Historic District.  This small industrial village 
center was rebuilt after the flood of 1874 had washed away its preceding textile mill buildings, housing and residents.  
It continued to function as a mill village into the 20th century and the bridge connected industries on both sides of the 
Mill River.   Architecturally it is significant as a representative bill village with boarding house, general store, mill 
building, bridge, and workers’ housing.  It has integrity of design, setting, association, feeling, workmanship and 
materials.   
 
 
 
 
 



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY 
N T H . T O I 

M u n i c i p a l i t y : Horlbamplon ( LeedQ D i s t r i c t » Z_ 

S t r e e t name/Rt . #i O l d Ohepard "TWi 
O v e r 

S t r e e t name/Rt . #: Mill Hwer 

B r i d g e k e y #: TNN2.o5oouoo P h o t o ##s: 5 8 ' . 2 .4A-55A ; K>?>: K A - 7 A 8 io^-.\7-\q 

B r i d g e p l a n #: N-R-2.7 I O S - . O O A 

C o m m o n / h i s t o r i c name: Hoiel "bridge 

-cr 
C u r r e n t owner : 

UTM c o o r d i n a t e s : AAtbHTO rdioa; >8ft Cg-a-aa-) 

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r s t a t u s ( i n s e r t d a t e ) 5 F i e l d r a t i n g : 

E n t e r e d : P o t e n t i a l : % Q 2 i 

E l i g i b l e : N o n - e l i g i b l e : * 

D a t e b u i l t ( s o u r c e ) : IflPQ (jteibgseaa AaoafltBs^a iQBo'ed) 

D a t e ( s ) r e b u i l t ( s o u r c e ) : j 

B u i l d e r ( s o u r c e ) : ^ r o o o b l - I r o n "bncvog- Co . CplaU')''?. H.Coolcl-t>olx>lnjc.Lre. (HAr^lUp- 1881) 

D e s i g n e r ( s o u r c e ) : 

S t r u c t u r a l t y p e / m a t e r i a l s : ^ lO 
p^-eoooecUd.wroo^l-.roo, q-panel Pratt 4-brouab 4rooc>, rmldW oW^ed- coooWr© in b cenW panejt, 

oolu^ 4ruot> inner v/er4vcalt> are. ô iCVened bu>a. mid-beiabi- 4te , tohicb nerrn\nô e£> a^ 4he opper c h o r d ^ « -
loop-uielded ecj^bac lotoer ehonds hip verricalo are ioop-uieldad Aodo ojVucn do __ conned k> lou>er 
c W x b . b-A carr\*^he floor beartys in a. looped-rod 0 h a r ^ r . mWrtor i/e<4icalo and upper \<*Vefal ©Vrols ore -simpU 
roiled I b. Upper Uleral olrvAo are •pinned \o uplc«3oo+he inner faces of 4he upper chordV 

morlnred oranAe rubble abiitnenta 
O v e r a l l l e n g t h : \t>o' Deck w i d t h / l a y o u t : \Z.O o d - o o l 

Skew: ia° 

M a i n u n i t , # s p a n s : 1 l e n g t h s : 12.S' 

A p p r o a c h e s , # s p a n s : l e n g t h s i 

P l a q u e : 2. l o c a t i o n : centered o o porlad bracing eacln end of bridge 

A l t e r a t i o n s , ^unusual f e a t u r e s , comments: l i t 
Ornate arabeoooe ereolinc oo porWo aboue buildero plaW— pi-ale owes upo-WI da.4e of Nov. 2.1. lS7<i. 
Mice Cpreoucned oricyoaO l^mice and rooette. QoardraA beh ind "Ibe modern _£j. 

Modern rolled o\eel X beam floor benroo and tslrirxxgro^ modern corrugated -sieet deck. 
Ho cAher obvtooo o i o n i f i c i n o ^ aUertdiono 

* T h i - 5 pre-iurisU^re^ero 4o pederd * I8rt,520. AHboeob 4he Ualel "br 1 doe <doeo ndi ooe arxAoC^be GtipeciCic 
•fealureo included ir>4lvo pATetit^, a\ leao\ EL (eaiureo i n 4he M e l ?>iclae.-- Ike mid-heiajtfohtXerono^he^nd 
•the uoe o^ lower chord cue W o ujhtch exAend acrooo _ panels (.aA 4he. ends of 4he 4cut>oeo onl^")— 
rfuQ̂ )4 be 'oeen -ao Aur4hec- development <£ AeaWeo p^WnWdi onder *l8r1,52.0. 



V i s u a l q u a l i t y ( b r i d g e and s e t t i n g ) * H i g h x A v e r a g e Low . 

S i t e i n t e g r i t y : R e t a i n e d y V i o l a t e d 

D e s c r i b e * A4 oodbern er>d of PaW IRils c. rorut mill uillao^ o f Ltedo, acrooo a pondad -aeclioo 
o f -the Will^wer above, a 2.-p=»r4, lurae-bioct o4or>« daro. CTI I S 8 0 = back roill upolreawn hao receo4l^beer> rehabbed 
and CQTiv/eried inlo booaioa^ w o s l o*4be other villae^. boiidinop are l»4e 1 9 ^ - earl^Ecfc c uooodeo bouae-o. 
inaciu^oC Abtirn Loorter-6 4er)erner>'fo. 

H i s t o r y o f b r i d g e and s i t e * 
"The Hill "Rwer Hood o f "December lO, 18>7S, cot -a, oeuO cbaonef for 4be ewer 4hrouob 4be toooer 

pa r i o f Leed©, a o d lt>olo4ed tome lO-t?_ +eneroeota oo4he uoeoferr , aide o f 4he rider Coo 4be M-cal led 
* tfoaoU" properta) frotn an^Wa^l acceo© 4o_ aoi^fcoujr) l w Q ^ A larae number of W-pa^er^> 10 Leedo 
and V-foreoce pe^ifioned 4be4oujo 4o ia^oof a neuo focoo • aod4o erecA a neuo bridge- acrooo fb 

Mill "River ~bi_tton Co. o rnill p o o d , to order \Q reconnect fbe 3bar>4^" properlu^o reoideota 4o Leeds 
main of reef, Vtorlbamp^ori'S voier^ approved 4be pelihoo arid Abe neuo road ar>d bridoe a4 Leed© u 
boiU 10 4bc j ^ a r cod ina Teb<"oa<\^i, l 8 o l . "The Uorfharrploo Annual "Kepod-a for 4haf o i e a r reueal fbaf 

on Wrouobl I r o n Tjndce Co . ' had a ^£,215.. o a conirocf for 4b e oeco brtclqe^ and 4bcd T-t 
Coob, bad ^^ZC.CoJ c oo f rad f o r ofooeujoric on4he pro\acA-

S o u r c e s * HoAbarrJor, Anou^_"Rgp^ 187<* (pp. W-M ) , 16SO Cf ; 1881 (pefco.^o). 
?|nr>o Ho ^7* - rliof Comm. Inveakrufftao, No^bampVor, * 24 

"RR No ^ Talent o le^.Sio, ' 2 . 1 , . 
S U A • 
Dndqe Sect. coil • No 

*#^#*** r*****.**»***********************^ 
Summary s t a t e m e n t o f s i g n i f i c a n c e * 

"The oldeo4 o f 9 knouoo Pratt 4-broooJn I r o o o c o in 4be MT5PW.dzffn.baat. Al4hoo<^ 4be 
^ | e m bao been replaced, 4be 4ro-it>eo a n d 4be upper laferoJ -s^oferr, appear bo be. unaltered. TXjvll 
bu^one of 4he_laro^eo^ and mooi tnr>oua.bvj«. Ia4e- 19^ c . brtdo^e-bosldioo?tcm-o -- 4be Wroooh4 I ron 
"bndoe Co. o f Canfon, Oh io -- and c b a r a c i e n o i i c o f 4hio compaouo H h r o o ^ frooo deoiapt> aC4ha \QlCh-

\aaOt>. C h o r a c W i o 4 t c WtTbCo detail© inc lude; 4be mtd-beiob^ t A i V V e m o ^ ^ e , 4be ut>e o f t>mall rolled 
I beams f o r vec4icato ar>d upper k W o i t j i r oU , and 4be nrabeo^oe creokoa^ of op 4be latticed pOTaU. 
Ar> io\eora\ par4 of a laroe]^ mlacf la ie C. facfor^ Villac^e, pvcfure-DQjjei^©ded -aCro©a a «Joitf, 
porvded ©4re+cir> of 4bft MillTkli/er. 

S t a t e m e n t p r e p a r e d by* 5.j>"Roper MP?W VVjUnc'bmd.ae Opeaaliol Da t e * ^-2.S-88 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
F i e l d s u r v e y by* ZJJ&ssL tMOi H>^onc'bridoa &pcciaiir4 Da t e * r - i a - 8 5 

a- n - 6& 

http://MT5PW.dzffn.baat
file:///QlCh-


X P o t e n t i a l l y e l i g i b l e 

Not e l i g i b l e i n d i v i d u a l l y , 
b u t l o c a t e d 

Comment s: 

MDPW RECOMMEND AT IOt. - NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY 

Municipality Street on No. 

Bridget H o r V o a m p t o o O l d t*>epard ~Rd/r\>U T W N - r V 2 7 

H i s t o r i c evaluation 

S i g n i f i c a n t because: 

1) Unusual or unique type Pra.1V W o o o ^ 4rao~> x 

or rare survivor of common type 

2) Early example of type i 8 o O y. 

3) Design - Valuable contribution to bridge technology X 

4) Retains i n t e g r i t y x 

5) Builder known and important Wrouo^ Iron"bcidojL Co. % 

6) Bridge h i s t o r i c a l l y important to area >C 

Not s i g n i f i c a n t because: 

1) Common type 

2) Post-1931 

3) Design - no contribution to bridge technology 

4) Integrity l o s t because of: a) a l t e r a t i o n s 

b) d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 

5) Builder unimportant or not known 

6) No known si g n i f i c a n c e i n area 

Not e l i g i b l e 

C o n d i t i o n a l l y n o t e l i g i b l e ; 
r e v i e w when 50 y e a r s o l d 

EarheoA- koou jn example m 4he KD"PW dzxla baoe. o f a o tmpo ro-ws j but 11 
b ^ w > \r»novjaiwe a n d p r o l i f i c companu a n d i n c o r p o r a t i n g oeuerai o f 4^eir ch&rac ler is l ic (eaiure-s. 

A n inleora.\ p a r i o f a l a r ^ K j y r J a c A V^6- W ^ C fador^v i l l o c^ . . 

http://Pra.1V




M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M CONTINUATION S H E E T - MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2010 (jU - \ 4 ' ^ ) MAC RIS No. • CH \ 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M CONTINUATION S H E E T - MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2010 (^ _ ,^ _ x~j ~) MACRIS No. AJTH. 90 f 

S n ^ u ^ s , LXMBC Cftieb Vims ( P e c ^ g 



M H C I N V E N T O R Y F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T / „ - , \ MACRIS No. AJTH 70 > 



M H C INVENTORY F O R M C O N T I N U A T I O N S H E E T C * M 9 - 2 - 7 ) MACRIS No. N T H . *?0 > 

S TRUSS, E € l ^ b . P£0t-\ ̂  C.2-U-8-7) T ^ U S S f M T - e e i ^ i e . PcrSr A T A M O L e v e l , 

5 n c u s s L o w ^ f C i ^ T e ^ M e f > ( A r e 

C7-(6-<9sr) 



F O R M F - S T R U C T U R E 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S H I S T O R I C A L C O M M I S S I O N 
Of f i ce of the S e c r e t a r y , State H o u s e , B o s t o n 

In A r e a no. F o r m no. . 
2«{ 

Northampton 

pnt use 

ent owner 

s s connecting Main St., Water St. and Old 

erd Rd. of Leeds (across Mill River) 

Hotel Bridge 

bridge 

of s t r u c t u r e ( check one) 

x 

4. M a p . D r a w s k e t c h of s t r u c t u r e l o c a t i o n i n 
r e l a t i o n to n e a r e s t c r o s s s t r e e t s , b u i l d i n g s , 
o ther s t r u c t u r e s , n a t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Ind i ca te 
n o r t h . 

gate 
k i l n 

l i gh thouse 

o the r 

pound 
powde r house 
s t r e e t 
t o w e r 
t u n n e l 
w a l l 
w i n d m i l l 

3 

x 

5. D e s c r i p t i o n 

Date 1876-1884 

S o u r c e plaque and Atlas 

C o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l %ron 

D i m e n s i o n s 10' x SO' 

Se t t i n g residential 

C o n d i t i o n good 

D O N O T W R I T E I N T H I S S P A C E 
U S G S Quadran t 

M H C Pho to no. 

6. R e c o r d e d b y E. Lonergan 

O r g a n i z a t i o n ^ 

Date 

NHC 

Feb. 1980 

5M-5-7W)75074 (RfiV. 1-76) 

(over ) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use brid3e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

-X-

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
x 

This small bridge is one of two late 19th century iron road bridges 
left in Northampton. It's called Hotel Bridge because it originally led to the 
Leeds Hotel, which seems to have been established at about the same time as the 
bridge. In fact the bridge was probably built specifically for the hotel. At 
either end of the bridge are i d e n t i c a l rectangular plaques capped by a decorative 
iron piece. The plaques read: Wrought Iron Bridge Co. Canton, 0.-Builders-Patented 
nov 2lst 1876. 

10 . Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

1873, 1884 and 1895 Atlases. 
Northampton Directory: 1875-76, 1885-86, 1895-96. 
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DATE: S /'7 

TOWN: ASo/^Ai?A*v[f y^c/jy 

PROPERTY: / i / - / ? -o?7 Q/./> $l*p/MQ ^t> oi/<L^ M. // A?ii/ejb, 
. (NAhE AND ADDRESS) ~ ~ ~ 

Does this property meet the c r i t e r i a f ^ r NR e l i g i b i l i t y ? 
YES . 

• NO • 

A. C r i t e r i a 
a. events 
b . lives 
c. characteristics " 
d. information 

B. Local S t a t e N a t i o n a l 

2. Statement of Significance: OR Why not e l i g i b l e ? 
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c ^ T T S * K J T T T T*Of 

September 8, 1988 

Mr. James A. Walsh 
Division Administration 
Federal Highway Administration 
Transportation Systems Center 
55 Broadway - 10th Floor 
Cambridge, MA 02142 

ATTN: Mr. H. Pearlman 

RE: PRATT Through Truss Bridges, National Register Eligibility 

Dear Mr. Walsh: 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission has reviewed the historic bridge 
inventory forms prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Public Works. The 
MHC concurs with the preliminary finding of the MDPW that the following 
bridges appear to meet criteria for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Erving/Montague E-l0-1/M-28-14 East Mineral Rd. over Millers River 

1988 Wrought iron pin-connected 7 panel Pratt through truss. Built by the 
Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton Ohio, this bridge is the third oldest of 
the nine surviving Pratt through Trusses in Massachusetts. 

Erving/Wendell E-10-6/W-15-5 Farley Rd. over Millers River 

1889 Wrought iron pin-connected 8 panel Pratt through Truss. An early and 
virtually unaltered example of an important bridge type not commonly found in 
Massachusetts. This bridge has four segment Phoenix column compression 
members, and one of only three known bridges in Massachusetts to use Phoenix 
columns. This bridge is in the Late 19th century village of Farley and 
contributes to the area's significance. 

Northampton N-19-27 Old Shepard Rd. over Mill River 

1880 Wrought iron pin-connected 9 panel Pratt through Truss, built by the 
Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio. This bridge is the oldest known 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



Pratt through Truss in Massachusetts. Characteristic details are the 
mid-height stiffening ties and the use of small rolled I beams for verticals 
and lateral struts. 

Northampton N-19-47 Clement Street over Mill River 

1894 Wrought iron pin-connected 7 panel Pratt through Truss with uncommon 
upper lateral system. Adjacent to the 19th century rural factory village of 
Bay State. 

Taunton T-l-5 Harris Street over Taunton River 

1887 Wrought iron pin-connected 6 panel Pratt through Truss. Oldest surviving 
bridge in Taunton. Major reason for construction was to carry a major water 
main from the city's pumping station. This bridge is an important surviving 
element of the city early public works development. Entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places on July 5, 1984 as part of the Taunton Multiple 
Resource Area Nomination. 

Westfield W-25-15 Conrail over U.S. 202, St. 101, 
and Elm St. 

1889 Wrought iron pin-connected 10 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is 
noted for its riveted Plate Floorbeam hangers and its severe 50 degrees skew. 
This bridge is located in the main 19th century commercial area of Westfield. 

The following bridges did not appear to meet National Register Criteria for 
individual listing. However, the bridges are within, or adjacent to an 
historic district or potentially eligible historic district, and plans for 
replacement should take into consideration potential impact to adjacent 
properties. , 

Chester C-ll-13 Maple St. over West Branch of 
Westfield River 

1900 Steel riveted 8 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is located in the 
middle of the Chester Factory Village, a proposed National Register district. 

Col rain C-18-9 Call Rd. over North River 

1895 Pin-connected 6 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is located within 
the substantially unaltered mill village of Shattuckville in which industrial, 
commercial and residential resources from the late-industrial period exist. 



The MHC concurs with the preliminary findings of MDPW that the following 
bridge does not appear to meet criteria for listing in the National Register 
of Historic PTaces. 

1938 Steel riveted 7 panel Pratt through Truss. Typical modern example of an 
important metal truss bridge type. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact William Smith of this 
office. 

Sincerely, 

Colrai n C-18-5 St. 112, Jacksonville Rd. over East 
Branch of North River 

Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

xc: Frank Bracaglia, MDPW 

VAT/kh 


