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FORM F - STRUCTURE Assessor’s Number ~ USGS Quad ~ Area(s) Form Number

|_10D-590 | [ Easthampton | | | [ NTH.901 |
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD Town/City:  Northampton
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 Place (neighborhood or village): Leeds

Photograph

Address or Location: Crossing Mill River between Main
and Water Streets

Name: Leeds Hotel Bridge

Ownership:  [X] Public [ ] Private

Type of Structure (check one):

___boat or ship ____pound
___canal ____powderhouse
___carousel ___ street
___dam ___ tower

_ fort ___ tunnel
____gate _wall

___ kiln ____windmill
___lighthouse

__x_other (specify) Bridge

Date of Construction: 1876 — 1884

Source: bridge patent plaque and 1884 atlas

Locus Map Architect, Engineer or Designer: Wrought Iron Bridge

S TO0=03
1 | Rt

e s R S e s Company, Canton, Ohio,

Materials: Wrought Iron

Alterations (with dates):
Guard rails added, n.d.

Condition: visually good

Moved: _[X] no [] yes Date:

Acreage: under one acre over river

Setting: This bridge is located over the Mill River in
a residential, municipal services neighborhood.

Recorded by: Bonnie Parsons

RECEIVED
AUG 19 2011
MASS. HIST. COMM.

Organization: Pioneer Valley Planning Commission
Date (month / year):  January, 2011

3/10 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form.



INVENTORY FORM F CONTINUATION SHEET [NORTHAMPTON] [Main & Water Streets]

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s)  Form No.
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

| | NTH901 |

[ ] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
If checked, you must attach a completed National Register Criteria Statement form.

Use as much space as necessary to complete the following entries, allowing text to flow onto additional continuation sheets.

DESIGN ASSESSMENT

Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other structures within the community.

The Leeds Hotel Bridge is a is an iron, single-span, through-truss bridge approximately 45 feet long, 15 feet wide and 20 feet
high. It is composed of two angled portals with lattice-truss corner braces. Four parallel cords of upright posts connected by
struts are arranged across the bridge. In the bays created by the four chords are diagonal-bracing cables. The combination of
chords and cables support the iron bridge floor of the bridge suspended over the Mill River below. At each end of the bridge on
the entrance strut is an iron manufacturer’s plaque cut in a scrolled pattern. Two street lights hang suspended from struts on the
bridge. The lights and the metal guard rail are later additions to the bridge that functions as a pedestrian bridge. As one of the
last bridges in Northampton of this type, this bridge carries particular historical significance.

HISTORICAL NARRATIVE
Explain the history of the structure and how it relates to the development of the community.

From Form F of 1980: “This small bridge is one of two late 19" century iron road bridges left in Northampton. It's called Hotel
Bridge because it originally led to the Leeds Hotel, which seems to have been established at about the same time as the bridge.
In fact, the bridge was probably built specifically for the hotel. At either end of the bridge are identical rectangular plagues
capped by a decorative iron piece. The plaques read: Wrought Iron Bridge Co. Canton, O.-Builders-Patented Nov. 21> 1876.”

This bridge was built after the flood of 1874 when Leeds was largely washed away.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Beers, F. W. County Atlas of Hampshire Massachusetts, New York, 1873.

Hales, John G. Plan of the Town or Northampton in the County of Hampshire, 1831.

Miller, D. L. Atlas of the City of Northampton and Town of Easthampton, Hampshire County, Massachusetts, Philadelphia, 1895.
Walker, George H. and Company. Atlas of Northampton City, Massachusetts, Boston, 1884.

Walling, Henry F. Map of Hampshire County, Massachusetts, New York, 1860.

Continuation sheet 1




INVENTORY FORM F CONTINUATION SHEET [NORTHAMPTON] [Main & Water Streets]

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s)  Form No.
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125

| | NTH901 |

National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form

Check all that apply:

[ Jindividually eligible [ ] Eligible only in an historic district
DX] Contributing to a potential historic district [ ] Potential historic district

Criteria: XA []B XIc []D
Criteria Considerations: [ ] A [ B []Jc [JD [JE []JF []6G

Statement of Significance by Bonnie Parsons
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here.

The Main Street bridge in Leeds would contribute to a Leeds Center Historic District. This small industrial village
center was rebuilt after the flood of 1874 had washed away its preceding textile mill buildings, housing and residents.
It continued to function as a mill village into the 20™ century and the bridge connected industries on both sides of the
Mill River. Architecturally it is significant as a representative bill village with boarding house, general store, mill
building, bridge, and workers’ housing. It has integrity of design, setting, association, feeling, workmanship and
materials.

Continuation sheet 2



MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY NTH. 90

Municipality:__ Nochamglon (Leeds) District: 2

Street name/Rt. #:__Old Shepard Road
Over .
Street name/Rt. #:__ Mdl Rwec

Bridge key #:_TWN225001100 Photo ##s:_28:.24A-33A . 10D: SA-7A . 104:1]-1]
Bridge plan #:__ N-19-27 105:O0A

Common/historic name: HOM 'bmd%c

Current owner:

UTM coordinates: AMSUTO cahng; 188 (3-17-89)
~
************************************************************************

National Register status (insert date) % Field rating: i
ared: : i * : :
, Enft/ered. Potent:.La]..s i @ > 1
Eligible: "Non-eligible: : :
*

'******************************ﬁ******************************************
Date built (source):_|880 LNor“-surr;?"oo AnnualRepods  18BOIBD '
Date(s) rebuilt (source):

Builder (source): Neopanl Teos Brwtas Lo (olabe Y b0 0L cuball ol ion il i A Rep (881)
=\ : . .

Designer (source):

R S T R R R O s 2 S S S S L

Structural type/materials: Ql0O

P\h-conneg‘*ed,wrou&h‘\-won, q_-Pcme.\ Peatt theo H"rubq, m\\d\ cLeu_)ed. COUD\EFO in D CQ‘APU\ Panejo
0"\%3 4cuss nec verticals are ohiflenea bazx m;d-"sen%h{' e, which ermnoles it The u?Per' chord \’\\?ﬁ_ 3
loop-welded ewebar lower chorda. hip ve wealo ace \ooP'me\de nodos which do 9_0_& connect to lower

c\\,ordo; \.:u*\ ?arrs*he {loor beams 10 & \ooi:oed-rod O hancer.  inferior verhicals and opper laeral oteots wre '5‘"‘(’“
rolled Ts. Upper lateral ohidls ane paned to upkesonthe inner Paces o the opper chards.

mor‘\ured gram“e cobble abd\ G\en‘o

Overall length: 120 Deck width/layout: 120 oo*\-oo&-
Skew: |8&°

Main unit, # spans: 4 lengths:_129°

Approaches, # spans:__ - lengths:__ -

Plaque:_2 location: cenlered on ?oria\rbrac\% each end ofbmdc\\)a

Alterations, unusual features, comments:

Ocnate acnbeocs;e eresting 00 Por*a\o abave buildecs P\a‘e-- P‘n“e ques C\Pnlen‘& dede of Wsn. o3, (N
Nice (pre::umed or\gman \zéhce and cooctte %uamirm'( bebhind the modern a9

Modern rolled oxee\ T beam Hloorbeams and osrr\h&era; modern cocro&z&ed :Aee\ deck .
No &her obV\ouﬁ o\%mc\can‘ a“era*lcma

¥ This P«-e-.xmab‘xérefero e X iu&eojf * 184,520, ‘AHhcu%\v "Heuo‘\d Dridoe does nd\ 0se an cf dhe Coopec&\c
features incloded 10 dhis p eat, of Jead) 2 features iadhe Holel Bridae -- the mud-heias 3“mamméjt‘2,nﬂd
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NTH 90|
Visual quality (bridge and setting): High_X Average » Low_ -
Site integrity: Retained_X Violated

Describe: Al soxsthern end of Pale 191 . rural sl sllase of leedo, across a ponded sechion
of the N\\\*‘Rwe:&q\:pve a 2-part .:in j—hb\o;i: stone dam. Cr 880> bmdr mill upotream hao recently been rehabbecd
and converted nfo hovoeng; Mmoot of the olher villase buildinag are late 19 - cady 20% ¢ . LWooden houses.
manbof‘\‘hem uqori:ers‘ +e€}w_men4a. 6 % 6 é .
History of bridge and site:

The Mill Rwer Flood of December 10, 1878, cot a news channel for the rwer ‘l’ht‘ouc&) the lowee
pact of Leeds . and 1volaled some 10-12 fenemento on the western side of the riger (on the so-called
* Shanky” Pm?er&‘ﬁ) Lrom una\ecba\ access Jio,dmé{‘om wc& A \ar%e number of *Q\L-anerﬁ 0 Leeds
and Florence pe \#\Ot.‘sed ‘“\Q “Owo 40 la oo‘\ a news Town wagy, , and *o erecjt a New Bmdcée GCFOOO‘“‘»&
:"“‘R“j: EI“O” Co'o T‘“ Poad, 10 order fo reconnect the” SHGF’J'&' P“OFQABB tesidenid 1o Foeds
bj(\r , 2: 2 NoAhnmg on s voIterj approved dhe PQM‘\OW and. e news cond abibaasbel bin a8

® the gear end! Februa%l, 1381 . TheNorlrhamPkon Q%ga\w Cor AR ak éem. deseat Ut

dhe ! Cothor Wenoibla Lt Dridag Co.” had a 12,27 '
, - : 215, 99 ‘con roQ‘ for dhe new brt nd thad M.
Cock had ai’q?.(o.(q coO"rac& Cor&cjronemork on the P : &e‘ 5 ;

Po(')ac'i\ 2

S S c > : TR : '
hf‘)‘l.lfce : -::i&i:f‘on Annoal _RG‘AJO*o i879 (FF"C‘"‘D@ 1880 (p-17); 88| (pp 20, 40),

= f ;

Poi W o . Comm . Inven*o:@'*me@, Ncnh-\amg)\‘on’*" 24 -
Old B v 'G Deibler, Metal Troso B €D 0 V”‘E\)‘”\%; 18G5-1922 . 5 The Richmond CO-’\D{'I\)stlO:‘\DRDXHQ\'-
RR No U5 Padento 184,520, ‘21, ‘22,

S18A V.
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Summary statement of significance:
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MDPW RECOMMENDATIO!N - NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY

NTH .96 {

Municipality Street on No.
Bridge: _ Norhamplon  Old Shepard Rd/Mill Ruec N-13-27
Historic evaluation

Significant because:

1) Unusual or unique type 'Wuﬂ~%moq§v&uos . o

or rare survivor of common type e

2) Early example of type i830 ' NE

3) Design - Valuable contribution to bridge technology SR

4) Retains integrity .

5) Builder known and important Wro@@?lronbmd%e G. e

6) Bridge'hiStorically iméortant:to arear : o

Not significant because:

1)
2)
3)
4)

5)
6)

Not eligible individually,
but located :

Common type
Post—19317
Design - no contribution to bridge technology
Integrity lost because of: a) alterations

b) disintegration
Builder unimportant or not known

No known significance in area

X Potentially eligible Not eligible

Comments:

Eacheat kaown excmP‘e in 4he MDPW dala bace ot an \mpor{an& J‘bpe-, bodt

\ a0 \hnova,\we and Pm\nﬂc Compan

Aﬂ mkeccgzx\ POA cc a \af‘&t\ém‘ac\

xQ A\Jr\\ ass

ae.M*c.%dmbmen

5 J‘.%")er. MDPW “\:)&omc 'bmd&e 6?ec«‘a‘lolt.

2 TR

Conditionally not eligible;
review when 50 years old

ﬁqnd u\corForaA\nS oe\)era‘ c( ARQH‘ d\a(‘aC\QND"\C Cea“ae:,
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MHC INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET - MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2010  ((-\&- 2T ) MACRIS No. NTH .96 ]
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NTH 401

FORM F - STRUCTURE In Area no. Form no. -~
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION }P’bf' A
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

Northampton

vsg connecting Main St., Water St. and 0ld

erd Rd. of Leeds (across Mill River)

Hotel Bridge

ent use bridge

ant owner

of structure (check one)’

e z pound
powder house
street
tower

4, Map. Draw sketch of structure location in gate tunnel
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings, kiln wall
other structures, natural features. Indicate lighthouse windmill
north.

other
5. Description
I a}lf D n Date 1876-1884
5 2
P - Source plaque and Atlas
g © | |0
2d i :
7 YaTeL ?‘%W%E} Construction material 1ron
2 N
. — & . Dimensions 10' x 50'
i L Setting residential
: Condition good
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by E. Lonergan
USGS Quadrant :
Organization NHC -
MHC Photo no.
Date Feb. 1980

(over)

sM-5-73075074 (Rev. 1=76)



NTH.40 |

7. Original owner (if known)

Original use bricge
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)
Abo?iginal Conservation Recreation
Agrlqultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development . Political Transportation >

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

This small bridge is one of two late 19th century iron road bridges
left in Northampton. It's called Hotel Bridge because it originally led to the
Leeds Hotel, which seems to have been established at about the same time as the
bridge. In fact the bridge was probably built specifically for the hotel. At
either end of the bridge are identical rectangular plaques capped by a decorative
iron piece. The plaques read: Wrought Iron Bridge Co. Canton, O.-Builders-Patented
nov 2lst 1876.

10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

1873, 1884 and 1895 Atlases.
Northampton Divectory: 1875-76, 1885-86, 1895-96.
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1. Does this property meet the criteria f{ur NR eligibility?
X YES '
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September 8, 1988

Mr. James A. Walsh

Division Administration
Federal Highway Administration
Transportation Systems Center
55 Broadway - 10th Floor
Cambridge, MA 02142

ATTN: Mr. H. Pearlman

RE: PRATT Through Truss Bridges, National Register Eligibility

Dear Mr. Walsh:

The Massachusetts Historical Commission has reviewed the historic bridge
inventory forms prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Public Works. The
MHC concurs with the preliminary finding of the MDPW that the following
bridges appear to meet criteria for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places.

Erving/Montague E-10-1/M-28-14 East Mineral Rd. over Millers River

1988 Wrought iron pin-connected 7 panel Pratt through truss. Built by the
Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton Ohio, this bridge is the third oldest of
the nine surviving Pratt through Trusses in Massachusetts.

Erving/Wendell E-10-6/W-15-5 Farley Rd. over Millers River

1889 Wrought iron pin-connected 8 panel Pratt through Truss. An early and
virtually unaltered example of an important bridge type not commonly found in
Massachusetts. This bridge has four segment Phoenix column compression
members, and one of only three known bridges in Massachusetts to use Phoenix
columns. This bridge is in the Late 19th century village of Farley and
contributes to the area's significance.

Northampton N-19-27 01d Shepard Rd. over Mill River

1880 Wrought iron pin-connected 9 panel Pratt through Truss, built by the
Wrought Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio. This bridge is the oldest known

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



NTH 9

Pratt through Truss in Massachusetts. Characteristic details are the
mid-height stiffening ties and the use of small rolled I beams for verticals
~ and lateral struts.

Northampton N-19-47 Clement Street over Mill River

1894 Wrought iron pin-connected 7 panel Pratt through Truss with uncommon
upper lateral system. Adjacent to the 19th century rural factory village of
Bay State.

Taunton T-1-5 Harris Street over Taunton River

1887 Wrought iron pin-connected 6 panel Pratt through Truss. Oldest surviving
bridge in Taunton. Major reason for construction was to carry a major water
main from the city's pumping station. This bridge is an important surviving
element of the city early public works development. Entered in the National
Register of Historic Places on July 5, 1984 as part of the Taunton Multiple
Resource Area Nomination.

Westfield W-25-15 Conrail over U.S. 202, St. 101,
and Elm St.

1889 Wrought iron pin-connected 10 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is
noted for its riveted Plate Floorbeam hangers and its severe 50 degrees skew.
This bridge is located in the main 19th century commercial area of Westfield.

The following bridges did not appear to meet National Register Criteria for
individual listing. However, the bridges are within, or adjacent to an
historic district or potentially eligible historic district, and plans for
replacement should take into consideration potential impact to adjacent
properties. ;

Chester C-11-13 Maple St. over West Branch of
Westfield River

1900 Steel riveted 8 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is located in the
middle of the Chester Factory Village, a proposed National Register district.

Colrain C-18-9 Call Rd. over North River
1895 Pin-connected 6 panel Pratt through Truss. This bridge is located within

the substantially unaltered mill village of Shattuckville in which industrial,
commercial and residential resources from the late-industrial period exist.



The MHC concurs with the preliminary findings of MDPW that the following
bridge does not appear to meet criteria for listing in the National Register
of Historic PTaces.

Colrain C-18-5 St. 112, Jacksonville Rd. over East

Branch of North River

1938 Steel riveted 7 panel Pratt through Truss. Typical modern example of an
important metal truss bridge type.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact William Smith of this
office.

Sincerely, \
459 g\ s arda

dQLVa1erie A. Talmage

Executive Director

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission
xc: Frank Bracaglia, MDPW

VAT/kh
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