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Inventory No: LOW.973    

Historic Name: Prescott Yard Railroad Bridge over Eastern Canal 

Common Name:

Address:

City/Town: Lowell 

Village/Neighborhood: Downtown 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Other Rail Related; Other Transportation 

Significance:
Archaeology, Historic; Engineering; Industry; 
Transportation 

Area(s):
LOW.BC: Lowell National Historical Park
LOW.BE: Downtown Lowell Historic District
LOW.C: Locks and Canals District

Designation(s):
Local Historic District (12/13/1983); Nat'l Historic 
Landmark (12/22/1977); Nat'l Register District (6/5/1978); 
Nat'l Register District (8/13/1976) 
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LOW fi 
LOWELL CULTURAL RESOURCES INVENTORY I 

IDENTIFICATION OFF PRESCOTT STREET, OVER THE EASTERN CANAL MAP SHEET # 12 
Citv of Lowell OWNER OCCUPIED n/a 1) CURRENT OWNER 

2) HISTORIC NAME 
3) CURRENT NAME 

Prescott Yard Railroad Bridge 7J, 

same 
4) PROPERTY TYPE bridge 
6) TAXES: PAYMENTS exempt 

5) ZONING CLASSIFICATION 
STATUS clear 

n/a 

7) WITHIN BOUNDARIES OF L H P D > Locks and Canals HD, LNHP 

HISTORICAL ABSTRACT 
1) CONSTRUCTION DATE 

SOURCE 
ca. 1890-1911 

estimated: See Additional Description 
2) ARCHITECT OR BUILDER unknown 
3) HISTORIC OWNER Massachusetts Cotton Mills 
4) ORIGINAL USE: GF 
5) PREVIOUS M 

SOURCE 

railroad bridge UF n/a 
ON PROPERTY yes DATE ca. 1850-1890 

documented: maps 

DESCRIPTIVE DATA 
1) ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

_ _ "i 3 _ a _ " 
2) PRESENT USE: 

GF bridge 
UF n/a 

3) NO OF STORIES n/a 
4) PROP SQ FT n/a 
5) PLAN rectangular 
6) ROOF none 
7) STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 

metal Warren truss 
with v e r t i c a l s 

8) OUTBUILDINGS 
none 

9) MATERIALS: 
FOUNDATION 
concrete abutments 
FACADE steel girders 
TRIM _/_ 

VIEW FROM - n - r n < > a s r PHOTO TAKEN , T l 1 T 1 p 1979 

10) NOTABLE SURFACE . SCAPE ELEMENTS_ 



ADDRESS OFF PRESCOTT STREET, OVER THE EASTERN CANAL 

VISUAL ASSESSMENT 
1) 
2) 
3) 

CONDITION OF BUILDING FABRIC 
IF DETERIORATED, CAUSES 
INTEGRITY OF HISTORIC BLDG FABRIC: GF intact with minor changes 

needs minor repair 
n/a 

4 ) 
5 ) 
6) 

UF n/a 
SURROUNDING LAND USES commercial, industrial, canal frontage 
INTEGRITY OF PROP'S HIST SETTING severely disrupted historic setting 
IMPORTANCE OF PRO? TO HIST SETTING character so disrupted. Question n/a 

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE AND HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Spanning the Eastern Canal, south of East Merrimack Street, the Prescott Yard 
Railroad Bridge was built to connect the Prescott Storehouses with the main 
millyard. Since the i n i t i a l development of the millyard, this site has been 
occupied by a railroad bridge, the f i r s t one of which may have been a wooden 
bridge of Towne-lattice-truss construction (See Fig. 3 of Prescott Manufacturing 
Company—General History). The present bridge, perhaps only the second on this 
s i t e , probably dates from 1890 when the old Prescott Storehouse was demolished 
and replaced by a large storehouse. By 1911, the present bridge i s shown on 
the millyard's Insurance Survey (See Figs. 1 & 9 of Prescott Manufacturing 
Company—General History). Changes made to the bridge include the replace­
ment of i t s original granite abutments with concrete (ca. 1923) and the 
removal of the railroad tracks which once crossed i t (ca. 1930). 

ARCHEOLOGICAL COMMENT 

Not applicable. 


