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Inventory No: LOW.918    

Historic Name: Walker Street Bridge over B & M Railroad 

Common Name: B&M RR New Hampshire Main Line South Bridge #26.43 

Address:

City/Town: Lowell 

Village/Neighborhood: Lower Highlands 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Other Transportation 

Significance: Engineering; Transportation 

Area(s):

Designation(s):
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appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY 

Municipality: lauA\ District»_i 
S t r e e t name/Rt. #: Wexileer d .—. 

Over 
S t r e e t name/Rt. #\ t>c\H ~KR . 

Bridge key #: qpCMPfeQQP>too Photo # s i 57 : iG>-£Z 
Bridge plan #: L-15-il 

Common/historic name» T)&H "RR . KeooHampshire Mam Une. t)ooih "bridge,* o 
Current owner: gp,G (fr-pn-ftft^ 

^80 CG-tO 88)7 
UTM coordinates: AA3HT0 r a t i n g : cbOft (c-7-85) 
*********•**•*****•**********•*******••»**•*»******•» 
National R e g i s t e r s t a t u s ( i n s e r t date) $ F i e l d r a t i n g : 

* 
Entered: P o t e n t i a l : * ^ ^ 
E l i g i b l e : Non-eligible: * 

* 
***»**»****#»****»*****»*»***»»**«#***»»*^ 
Date b u i l t ( s o u r c e ) : iqio (pizdV) 
Date(s) r e b u i l t ( s o u r c e ) : 

B u i l d e r ( s o u r c e ) : ^EEffiiaQ TSndcig NcAa (Pul) Designer ( s o u r c e ) : 
**************************************************** 
S t r u c t u r a l type/materials: 3lO 
rweled oleel 5-paoel rVtfH po^\roc>o. crcooed dtac^or\alo ir> ceolrai panel onli^ 
Ura o^coei pUleo , heauilu^ proporl iooed 4ru=o roernbero . (s^vo bndop. WQO a. bncW rozxdujau^ 

poored CoricttEk tAraid^ (.KoA^ and U (txx^W) abimeoL 
O v e r a l l length: 52.' Deck width/layout: 4Q' oqi-oJ-
Skew: 
Main u n i t , # spans : j lengths : ca-
Approaches, # spans: lengths: -
Plaque: l o c a t i o n : Qend pool £4rusD 
A l t e r a t i o n s , unusual f e a t u r e s , comments: 
repair picino - 192.1 retn-T looker chords, add ohel£-aô Jeo 4o floorbeomo 

192.8 neuJ toood cAnnc^rc pSaolc dedc 
++ \aWr repairs, moolL 4o Aoor bearoo -aod looker chc^do 



L(3uJ . 115r 

Visual qual i ty (bridge and se t t ing) : High Average Low x • 
S i te integri ty: Retained Violated x 

Describe: Xndoolrial oet^borhood o4reich»na oioopAracIco ~ uacaol -iuro oi-lhe-ceoW^ 
bnck. anil complev. on 3Vs/, neuaer 2.0̂ = cenAoru^\oduo^r»oHcjcxr>p\e><eo in cAner 5 direciiaoo. L^de 
jq<M; cenioi^ reovdeoiia.1 ne-vc^^ofinoodt) exiend back ^O'-n indooinal corndar-

History of bridge and s i t e : 

| 

Sources : -D2IH-R . I L "b^doe klo4 CVtDTNN b r i d ^ Seckcx,̂  

"PVsm-s iqto, Wti, i^io R M , iH-m, iq-â  , iq<̂  
Hainl Ho 
OlF*. * 
CAd t>U. No 
**************»•***»**•*»***•*•»•***»#**•*»*•»##•*** 
Summary statement of s ignif icance: 
The -neioeal o f 4he Z2. Wnoujo TVcdt ponu 4cuoo brndop iO 'tae MDPNNcUda b<r»i. NotabU. 

JoiW^ed 4booe heau^ proportions, (jbe e*l^ir^pwerner>4 a.nd deck, Woujeoer, c a n d l e no 
en 4hc 

oeceoOiTsaed ihooe hewju proporl ._ . . , _ . 
ear\\«n 4han 4he floor t x ^ s w reconcslrocAion, project oV 192.8) Xo zss^ urraMractae. t>e\\vr>ĉ  u~>AV-i man^ 
recerrt cna 

Statement prepared by: t? A "Roper Date: \Q gWj3gQ 
* * » • » » * * # » * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * * * * • » * » • * • » » » • » • » » • * # 
F i e l d survey by: t> ^Hlpp^r, H£>?W Uic^o^c T)ndcxe S ^ j g V ^ Date: 11-19-85 

http://-D2iH-R.il


MDPW RECOMMENDATION - NATIONAL REGISTER E L I G I B I L I T Y 

M u n i c i p a l i t y S t r e e t on No. 

Bridge; IcxoeJl Walker O l / t ) C M 

H i s t o r i c e v a l u a t i o n 

S i g n i f i c a n t because: 

1) Unusual or unique type 

or r a r e s u r v i v o r of common type 

2) E a r l y example of type 
t 

3) Design - Va l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n to bridge technology 

4 ) R e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y 

5) B u i l d e r known and important "bocAon Tbndoe No«t> 

6) Bridge h i s t o r i c a l l y important to ar e a 

X 

Not s i g n i f i c a n t because: 

1) Common type "Pratt pon^-lroao 

2) Post-1931 

3) Design - no c o n t r i b u t i o n to bridge technology 

4 ) I n t e g r i t y l o s t because of: a) a l t e r a t i o n s 

b) d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 

5) B u i l d e r unimportant or not known 

6) No known s i g n i f i c a n c e i n area 

P o t e n t i a l l y e l i g i b l e 

Not e l i g i b l e i n d i v i d u a l l y , 
but located 

Comment s 

X 

x 

X 

X 

Not e l i g i b l e 

C o n d i t i o n a l l y not e l i g i b l e ; 
review when 50 years old 

\8 I W W S f l S.^.^oper, HuPW Hi^Vonc'bridoji SpeciT3il«t>\ 
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MHC INVENTORY F O R M CONTINUATION S H E E T -- MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2010 ( L-'5~'<0 MACRIS No. ^ 



MHC INVENTORY F O R M CONTINUATION S H E E T MHC Inventory scanning project, 2008-2010 MACRIS No. L6^A\6 



TO: BFT5Y EEIiflSiRG RETJ^N TO REVIEWER BY 

FRDM: WM. SMITH 

DATE: 9 A /< ? < 

TOW: Louse. I[ 

PROPERTY: /»*" /•S~~/7 UJalbuL S "f o-»Ov tff/l /l^A n.c,<uP 
[NATS AND ADDRESS} 

Does t h i s property meet the c r i t e r i a f ^ r NR e l i g i b i l i t y ? 

• YES . 

j2f NO 

A. C r i t e r i a 
a. events 
b. l i v e s 
c. c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ' 
d. information 

3. L o c a l ' S t a t e N a t i o n a l 

Statement of Significance: OR "Why not e l i g i b l e ? 

70 

Q D D E I E T T E R " V T I I T T E N T - " — F I L E D I N ' E R F I L E 



The MHC concurs with the preliminary finding of the MDPW that the following 
bridges do not appear to meet for individual listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

Attleboro 

Boston 

Brockton 

Canton 

Hadley 

Hull 

Lee/Lenox 

Lowell 

Montague 

Peru/Worthi ngton 

Revere 

Wilmi ngton 

Thacher St. over Conrail. 

River St. over Conrail. 

State 37, Howard S t . over Conrail 

Spaulding St. over MBTA. 

North Maple S t . over Mill River. 

Logan Ave. over Dump Assess Rd. 

Valley St over Housatonic River. 

Walker St. over B & M Railroad. 

Bridge St. over Sawmill River. 

P-7-4/W-45-8 Parish Rd. over Trout Brook. 

R-5-1 

A-16-26 

B-16-1 09 

B-25-21 

C-2-6 

H-l-3 

H-26-2 

L-5-20/L-7-3 

L-15-11 

M-28-24 

W-38-4 

Revere Beach, Parkway (Rt. 145) over 
B & M Railroad. 

State 62, Burlington Ave. over 
B & M Railroad. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact William Smith of this 

office. 

Sincerely, 

O7 
7 

Elsa Fitzgerald 
Acting Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

EF/BS/cd 

cc: Frank Bracaglia, MDPW 



.f> £ \ 

August 29, 1990 

Mr. Anthony J. Fusco 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administrati on 
Transportation Systems Center 
55 Broadway - 10th Fl oor 
Cambridge, MA 02142 

ATTN: Mr. H. Pearl man 

RE: Massachusetts Bridges, National Register Eligibility 

Dear M r . Fusco: 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission has reviewed the historic bridge 
inventory forms prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Public Works. The 
Massachusetts Historical Commission concurs with the preliminary findings of 
Massachusetts Department of Public Works that the following bridges meet 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Belchertown/Palmer B-5-2/P-1-1 River St., State St. over Swift 
River. 

1880 Pin-connected wrought iron Pratt pony truss. Second oldest pratt pony 
truss is an early and relatively intact bridge. Built by an important and 
innovative bridge company, and incorporates the Wrought Iron Bridge Company 
patented ribbed t-post design. Located within a possible National register 
historic district. (Bondsville) 

Chester C-ll-23 Smith Rd. over Middle Branch, 
Westfield River. 

1887 pinned and riveted wrought iron Pratt pony truss. Bridge previously 
reviewed by MHC on October 6, 1981 and MHC reaffirmed the determination that 
Bridge C-ll-23 meets the criteria for eligibility. Located within a possible 
National Register historic district (North Chester). 

Framingham F-7-11 Danforth St. over Sudbury River. 

1890 pinned cast & wrought iron Pratt pony truss with phoenix compression 
columns. Bridge previously reviewed by MHC on February 9, 1978 and MHC 
reaffirmed the determination that Bridge F-7-11 meets the criteria for 
eligibility. 

Massachusetts His tor ica l Commiss ion , Valerie A . Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Off ice o f the Secretary o f State, Michael J. Connol ly , Secretary 



Granville G-10-5 Ripley Rd. over Trumble Brook. 

1883 pin-connected wrought iron Pratt pony truss. An early example of this 
bridge type with very unusual details, which is a record of early experimental 
bridge technology. 

North Attleborough N-16-3 Cushman Rd. over Abbott Run River. 

1886 pinned connected wrought iron Pratt pony truss. Oldest and best 
preserved example of an unusual variant of the pratt pony truss. Possible 
national significant. 

Wareham W-6-8 Pierceville Rd. over Conrail. 

1887 pinned connected wrought iron Pratt pony truss. One of the oldest metal 
truss bridges in Massachusetts, and the oldest to use J.H. Linville's wide, 
die-forged eyebars. A feature which would become standard in late 19th 
century pinned connected trusses. 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission agrees with MDPW's preliminary finding 
that the following bridgte does not meet the criteria for individual listing 
in the National Register, MHC finds that the bridge is a contributing element 
in a possible National Register historic district. Project plans for any of 
these bridges should take this factor into consideration. 

Kingston K-1-2 Elm St. over James River. 

1889 pin-connected wrought iron Pratt pony truss bridge previously reviewed by 
MHC on February 20, 1981 and the MHC reaffirmed the determination that bridge 
K-1-2 is a contributing element in a possible National Register historic 
district. 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission agrees with MDPW's preliminary finding 
that the following bridges do not meet criteria for individual listing in the 
National Register. However, each of these bridges is within, or adjacent to, 
a known or possible historic district or property. Project plans for any of 
these bridges should take this factor into consideration. 

Grafton G-8-13 Asylum Rd. over Conrail. 

1906 Steel Pratt pony truss is located within a potential National Register 
district. Grafton State Hospital. 

Hinsdale H-16-2 Main St. over East Brook, Housatonic 
River. 

1882 pin-connected wrought iron Pratt pony truss. Bridge adjacent to 
potential National Register district, nineteenth century rural village of 
Hinsdale. 

Tempieton T-2-9 Bridge St. over B & M Railroad. 

1989 riveted steel 4-panel Pratt pony truss is adjacent to the Baldwinville 
Historic district, which is on the National Register of Historic Places. 


