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Profile of Subject Property 

Municipal Address Gorewood Drive, Claireville Conservation Area 

PIN Number 140210290 

Roll Number 10-12-0-001-03300-0000 

Legal Description 
CON 9 ND PT LOTS 1 TO 5 CLAIRVILLE 
CONSERVATION AREA 

Ward Number 10 

Property Name Wiley Bridge 

Current Owner Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) 

Owner Concurrence Yes 

Current Zoning Conservation Land 

Current Use(s) Pedestrian footbridge 

Construction Date Circa 1930 

Notable Owners or 
Occupants 

-

Heritage Resources on 
Subject Property 

Structure 

Relevant Council 
Resolutions 

-

Additional Information -
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1. Introduction 

The Wiley Bridge on Gorewood Drive is worthy of designation under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value or interest. The property meets the 
criteria for designation prescribed by the Province of Ontario under Ontario Heritage 
Act, Regulation 9/06 for the categories of design/physical value, historical/associative 
value, and contextual value. 

2. Description of Property 

The Wiley Bridge on Gorewood Drive is a reinforced concrete bowstring arch or rainbow 
arch bridge. The bridge is built on a bias and is a through bridge with overhead 
supports. It is located in the Claireville Conservation Area, a 2,100 acre parcel of 
conservation land on the west branch of the Humber River. The Wiley Bridge was 
originally constructed for vehicular traffic but is now being used as a pedestrian bridge.  

3. Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 

Design/Physical Value: 

The cultural heritage value of Wiley Bridge is related to its design or physical value as a 
rare example of a concrete bowstring bridge in Brampton. Along with the Bowstring 
Arch Bridge on Creditview Road, the Wiley Bridge is one of two examples of its kind in 
Brampton. The use of concrete in the construction of bridges became popular in Ontario 
at the turn of the century. Concrete bridges were typically designed in the simple arch 
form. They were favoured for their simplicity and the fact that they allowed for the use of 
local materials and labour. By the 1930s, concrete challenged steel as the primary 
material for bridge construction, particularly in Southern and Central Ontario. The first 
concrete tied arch bridges in Ontario were built by the Toronto-based engineering firm 
of Frank Barber. Barber was very active in the field of concrete bridge construction in 
the early 19th century. His firm built several bowstring bridges across Ontario and 
Saskatchewan. 

As an excellent example of civic engineering, Wiley Bridge also demonstrates a 
technical and architectural achievement. Elements that reflect the structure’s 
engineering technology include a continuous span deck, with two fixed, hinge-less 
"bow-string" arches, three concrete girders that tie the tops of the arches, concrete 
vertical hangers, and parapets. The bridge has all the classic lines of a concrete 
bowstring bridge with its graceful arches. It was constructed circa 1930 by Langton and 
Bartho of Toronto, from a design by N.L. Powell, a Peel County Engineer.  

Historical/Associative Value: 

The cultural heritage value of Wiley Bridge also lies in its association with the history of 
the Claireville Conservation Area. Heritage bridges enabled the growth and 
development of communities across Ontario. Early settlers arrived in the early 19th 
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century and began to survey land for parcel allotment and allocation, and cleared much 
of the land for agricultural uses. Ontario’s prevalent riverways were substantial 
obstacles to the safety and efficiency of these tasks. The first bridges were built using 
timber that had been cleared to create roadways. A few later structures were built with 
stone and cast iron, following European examples. However, the practice never became 
popular due to a limited amount of local materials and skilled craftsmen. In the late 
1870s and 1880s, wrought iron bridges became prevalent in wealthy market towns such 
as Paris, Brantford, and London. This period of popularity was short-lived due to the 
high cost of construction and the introduction of steel as a superior material.  

Shortly after the turn of the century, concrete challenged steel as the primary bridge 
construction material. Concrete bridges became popular because they offered simplicity 
in traversing the many creeks and streams that weaved through Ontario. They were 
also built using locals labour and materials. The 80-foot Middle Road Bridge over the 
Etobicoke Creek near Long Branch was the first concrete parabolic bowstring truss 
bridge constructed in Canada. The bridge was constructed in 1909 and was designed 
by the engineering firm of Frank Barber and C.W. Young. After the success of this 
reinforced concrete bridge, the popularly of the style, materials and design spread 
throughout Ontario and Canada. 

By the mid-twenties, approximately 65 bridges of this type were built in Canada, most of 
which were located in Ontario. The Wiley Bridge reflects this period of bridge 
construction in Ontario. The concrete, bowstring arch bridge represents a technological 
accomplishment, as well as an important phase in the growth of Ontario’s smaller 
agricultural communities. By World War II, the construction of concrete bowstring 
bridges had significantly declined. Several early concrete arch bridges have since been 
demolished and replaced with newer constructions. The Wiley Bridge has been able to 
survive by becoming a pedestrian footbridge in the scenic Claireville Conservation Area. 
The bridge has also lasted because it has not been subjected to salting or heavy loads.  

The Wiley Bridge also reflects the work of local community members, including builders, 
engineers, and policy makers, and the use of local resources. The construction of the 
bridge was part of a flurry of bridge building and repairs directed by Peel County Council 
beginning in the 1920s. The agenda was likely a response to the economic depression 
that had occurred in the late 1920s. 

The site was named “Wiley Bridge” in honour of an important family of settlers that 
resided on a nearby farm. The Wiley family had occupied and farmed on the “River-view 
farm” for over 100 years. John and Rebecca Wiley immigrated to Canada in 1836 and 
settled in the Toronto Gore. When he passed away in 1864, John left fifty acres of the 
farm to his two sons, Leonard and William. Leonard Wiley lived on the farm with his wife 
Elizabeth, who had come to the Toronto Gore from Ireland. The couple raised four 
children while residing on the farm. When Leonard passed away, his son Leonard John 
succeeded the farm and married Anne O’Hara of Castlemore. The service was 
conducted at St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church in the nearby hamlet of Wildfield. The 
farm remained under the ownership of the Wiley family until the land was taken over by 
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the Metropolitan Conservation Authority in 1962. Due to their importance and longevity 
within the Castlemore community, the Wiley family was appropriately commemorated 
through the naming of the bowstring bridge. 

Contextual Value: 

The property also holds contextual value due to its landmark status in the Claireville 
Conservation Area. As a unique manmade structure in the vast cultural heritage 
landscape, the Wiley Bridge is a striking and familiar site in the area. Furthermore, the 
bridge is physically and historically linked to its surroundings. While the area was once 
home to a community of settlers and farmers, today it is used as a recreational site for 
horseback riding, hiking, and dog walking. The bridge acts as a reminder of the human 
settlement and vehicular transportation that once characterized the area.  

The contextual value of the Wiley Bridge also lies in its association with the Humber 
River. In 1999, the Humber River was designated a Canadian Heritage River by the 
Canadian Heritage Rivers System (CHRS) Board, as part of Canada’s national river 
conservation program. The designation recognized the Humber River’s contribution to 
the development of Ontario and its importance with regards to First Nations peoples and 
early Euro-Canadian explorers and settlers. The river has a long and rich history of 
human settlement along its banks, beginning with the settlement of early natives 
groups. The trail eventually became a popular transportation vessel for traders, 
explorers, and missionaries travelling to the upper Great Lakes.  

4. Description of Heritage Attributes 

To ensure that the cultural heritage value of this property is conserved, certain heritage 
attributes that contribute to its value have been identified specifically and they include: 
 Rare concrete bridge construction – only a few examples survive 
 Two fixed, hinge-less "bow-string" arches 
 Three concrete girders that tie the tops of the arches 
 Built on a bias 
 Concrete balustrades 
 Constructed by Toronto firm Langton and Bartho  
 Designed by Peel County Engineer, N.L. Powell  
 Reflects former human settlement and vehicular transportation in the Claireville 

Conservation Area 
 Associated with the Humber River, designated a heritage river by the CHRS 

Board of Canada 
 Familiar landmark in the Claireville Conservation Area 

5. Alteration History and Heritage Integrity 

5.1 Alteration History 

The following are the known alterations to the subject property:  
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N/A 

5.2 Recommended Restoration Measures 

The following recommendations for future restoration and conservation are included for 
information purposes only. They are provided for the benefit of present and future 
property owners. These recommendations are non-binding, and property owners are 
under no obligation to restore any lost or missing attributes or features. 

 Repair and restoration of the bridge 

6. Archaeological Potential 

The subject property has no known archaeological value. 

7. Policy Framework 

In the context of land use planning, the Province of Ontario has declared that the wise 
use and management of Ontario’s cultural heritage resources is a key provincial 
interest. 

A set of Provincial Policy Statements (PPS) provides planning policy direction on 
matters of provincial interest in Ontario.  These statements set the policy framework for 
regulating the development and use of land. The current set of policies was last 
reviewed in 2005. At that time, the cultural heritage policies were strengthened 
considerably. 

The relevant heritage policy statement is PPS 2.6.1, which states that “significant built 
heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved”.    

PPS 2.6.1 is tied to Section 3 of the Ontario Planning Act which stipulates that land use 
planning decisions by municipalities “shall be consistent with” the Provincial Policy 
Statements. 

The policy is also integrated with the Ontario Heritage Act. This piece of legislation 
grants municipalities powers to preserve locally significant cultural heritage resources 
through heritage designation. Decisions as to whether a property should be designated 
heritage or not is based solely on its inherent cultural heritage value or interest.  

City Council prefers to designate heritage properties with the support of property 
owners. However, Council will designate a property proactively, without the concurrence 
of a property owner as required. These principles are reflected in Brampton’s Official 
Plan. The relevant policies are as follows: 

6 



 
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

L 3-7

4.9.1.3: All significant heritage resources shall be designated as being of cultural 
heritage value or interest in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act to help ensure 
effective protection and their continuing maintenance, conservation and restoration. 

4.9.1.5: Priority will be given to designating all heritage cemeteries and all Class A 
heritage resources in the Cultural Heritage Resources Register under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

4.9.1.6: The City will give immediate consideration to the designation of any heritage 
resource under the Ontario Heritage Act if that resource is threatened with demolition, 
significant alterations or other potentially adverse impacts. 

These principles are also guided by recognized best practices in the field of heritage 
conservation. 

8. References 

Tavender, Geo S. From This Year Hence: A History of the Township of Toronto Gore, 
1818-1983. City of Brampton, 1983. 

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, Humber Watershed Alliance, Heritage 
Subcommittee. Crossing the Humber: The Humber River Heritage Bridge Inventory. 
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9. Appendix 

Location of the 
Wiley Bowstring 
Bridge 

Figure 1: Map of area (Google Maps) 

Aerial view of 
Wiley Bowstring 
Bridge 

Figure 2: Aerial view of the bridge (Google Maps) 
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Figure 3: Map of the Claireville Conservation Area 

Figure 4: Wiley Bridge (May 2004) 
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Figure 5: Wiley Bridge (June 2012) 

Figure 6: Wiley Bridge (June 2012) 
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Figure 7: Wiley Bridge (May 2004) 

Figure 8: Wiley Bridge (May 2004) 
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Figure 9: Wiley Bridge (June 2012) 

Figure 10: View of the Humber River from the Wiley Bridge (June 2012) 
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Figure 11: Photograph of Wiley Bridge area taken from a helicopter (2008) 

Figure 12: Archival photograph of Wiley Bridge from the Toronto Archives (1966) 
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Figure 13: Page from The Toronto Daily Star (June 5, 1930) that mentions the construction of the 
Wiley Bridge 
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Figure 14: Close-up of The Toronto Daily Star article 
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