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The "Three Sisters Bridges” represent an adaptive engineering design
response to political and technical concerns. County engineers successfully
maneuvered around federally-mandated clearances, aesthetic and financial
considerations raised by local agencies, and the lack of adequate anchorage
points along the river banks. The structures are the only trio of nearly identical
bridges and among the few surviving examples of large eyebar suspension
bridges in the United States. They were the first self-anchored suspension
bridges built in this county.

The Sixth Street Bridge is at the site of Pittsburgh’s first Allegheny River
bridge, Lothrop’s 1819-20 wooden covered St. Clair Bridge. Replaced by a
John A. Roebling suspension bridge in 1860, the bridge was rebuilt again in
1892 using a Theodore Cooper bowstring truss design to support growing
railway traffic between Pittsburgh and adjacent competitor, Allegheny Cily,
north of the river. The current three-span structure measures 995 feet with a
main span of 430 feet. The design’s deck-stiffening girder provided
compressive support while lowering visual barriers between Pitisburgh and the

historically distinct Northside, annexed in 1907. The American Institute of

Steel Construction named the Sixth Street Bridge “The Most Beautiful Steel
Bridge of 1928”. |
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The Pennsylvania Historic Bridges Recording Project -] is a part of the
Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), a long-range program of
documenting historically significant engineering, industrial, and maritime sites
in the United States. The HAER program is administered by the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. The Pennsylvania Historic Bridges
Recording Project - ||l was co-sponsored. during the summer of 1998 by
HABS/HAER under the general direction of E. Blaine Cliver, Chief: the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Bureau of Environmental Quality,
Wayne W. Kober, Director; and the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Commission, Brent D. Glass, Executive Director and State Historic
Preservation Officer.
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The fieldwork, measured drawings, historical reports, and photographs
were prepared under the direction of Eric DelLony, Chief of HAER. The team
consisted of James P. Hanley, Architectural Field Supervisor (Bloomington,
IL);, Grace H. Wallace (Dallas, TX), Julia Maleeva (ICOMOS, Sofia, Bulgaria),
Rachel J. Zsembery (Carnegie Mellon University), Susan H. Gordon
(University of Virginia), Architects; Justin M. Spivey (HAER),
Engineer/Historian; Helen P. Ross (Fredericksburg, VVA), Ben A. Shackleford
(Georgia Institute of Technology) and Elizabeth Haven Hawley (Georgia
Institute of Technology), Historians; Dr. Dario Gasparini, P.E. (Case Western
Reserve University) and Dr. Tom Boothby, P.E. (Penn State University),
Engineers; and Jet Lowe (HAER), Photographer.
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