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disappearance m Iebruary, 1909, was a cause
of universal and genuine regret, and was
made the subject of articles in all the news-
papers of the city as the passing of a land-
mark. Mr. McGowan, although still active 1n
vears and at the head of a popular business,
was compelled to surrender the old stand
where his reputation was made because the
Union LLeague had purchased the property for
the enlargement of the club house. The name
of McGowan has been associated with good
cating in Philadelphia since the ‘seventies,’
three famous brothers catering to the ap-
petites of epicures. These were John, Dennis,
and George, mnatives of Ireland. John, the
elder, started in the restaurant business under
the old St. George Hotel, and Dennis and
(George were associlated with him. Dennis
branched out for himselt at Seventeenth and
Pine Streets, and subsequently removed to
Fifteenth and Sansom Streets, where he ac-
quired his fame. George established himselt
at Eleventh and Lombard, and later at Tweltth
and Sansom Streets. Dennmis McGowan had
no idea of g_;{{'!iﬂ;_j:' out ot the business ot d])-
pealing to men’'s appetites, and having pur-
chased a property on Sansom Street above
Fifteenth for $40.000, he has blossomed forth
like a new rose. In the days of the old Vol-
unteer ire Department Mr. McGowan was
an active member of the tamous Hiberma kEn-
oimme Company No. 1, and was a sturdy Demo-
crat of the Fourth Ward.

Kennedy Crossan

Contractor

Kennedy Crossan 1s one of a group of
Philadelphia contractors who have made that
city famous in their lines. He 1s a splendid
tvpe of the self-made man. Born on a farm
in  Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 1851,
he came from an old family there, his grand-
father having fought in the Mexican War.
At fourteen he was put to the trade of a
blacksmith, and at seventeen desiring to 1m-
rove his condition, he leit home and became
a rover. He went direct to Aledo, Ill., then
by wagon train over the prairies to Hulmbolt,
Kansas, working 1in a saw mill; then to Leav-
enworth, where he was employed on a rail-
road, and later drove a stage between that city
and Lawrence City. lhen went to Tlexas
with a cattle drover, but tiring of that got a
job 1in Denver, and then returned to Philadel-
phia, his “knock about” experiences having
made a self-reliant and steady man of him.
He was then twenty-one and engaged as a
laborer with Bush & Keller, railroad con-
tractors, and they recognizing his abilities
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soon promoted him to foreman. lLater he set
up tor himselt and secured the contract for
the construction ot a piece of work on the
Schuylkill Valley Railroad between Monocacy
and Birdsboro. He succeeded 1in making some
money, and was now tairly launched with
capital to extend his business. He obtained

conftracts trom the B. & O. R." R. for work
at Annapolis and Cumberland, and in 1886
formed a partnership with John Kelles. The

new firm secured mmportant contracts for the

buillding ot several sections of the Western
Maryland Railroad, and for the Pennsylvania
Railroad in Cambria County. He then became

associlated with Thomas Nolan of Reading.
and bult the railroad between Meridian and
Waterbury, Conn., besides doing other like

work 1n New England. Mr. Crossan, in con-
junction with Iilbert & Porter, executed the
lowering of the grade at North Penn Junc-
tion, a substantial piece of work. He was
one of the organizers of the New Iron Pier
at Atlantic City, and later conceived and
erected the Million Dollar Pleasure Pier at
the same resort.

He 1s director of the Fox (Chase National
ank ; was President of the City Street Rail-
way of Indianapolis; President of the New
Haven Iron & Steel Co.: Crossan Construc-
tion Co.: Treasurer of the Associated Real-
IiL“.‘w (_*ﬂrpnr:’ltinn (‘H., E‘«.'hif]] i'ﬁ thL‘ OWTICT Hf
the new Million Dollar Steel Pier at Atlantic
City; Treasurer of the Crossan Corporation
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which owns the Hippodrome property next to
the Shelburne Hotel, Atlantic City, and 1 reas
urer ot the \HIIH;_;.H New Hier Auto Co. Mr.
( rossan 1 ‘- ol Blue |.lH‘L:t' .\]:l“ﬂl]l.

l'ImIl the death ot l1rnII;I'r---«lll:Hl (Castor he
was given political charge of the Thirty-ftth
Ward by the Republican Organization, and 1s
a member of the Republican City Campaign
Committee, and at the lIfebruary election 1n
1000 was clected a member of Select Council
from the Thirty-fifth Ward by a majority that
surprised his opponents.

George Washington Sturmer

Engineer -Orator

(George Washington Sturmer, popularly
known as the locomotive engineer-orator, 1s
the son ot the late :1|11.‘1i|l Solomon Sturmer,
widely known both in Luzerne County. Penn
sylvania and in \West Virgimia, where he had
large property interests.  His tfather was a
callant soldier of the Civil War, serving n
the One Hundred and |'wentyv-third Pennsyl
vamia Volunteers. He was the tounder ot
the town of Sturmerville, lLuzerne County.
(zeorge \W. Sturmer was born at Pittston, and
after gomg through the public schools was
sent to lurope tor a German education 1n
1865. He studied five vears at a cadet school
at Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, and one vear at the

famous Heidelberg University. Returning
]H!T]]t', IH' t’?l;:i;:t‘tl uilil Il‘ﬁ I‘:lTllt‘I' iH the boot
and shoe busimess. | ' his he tound too con-

fining, and so mastered the trade ot a ma
Uhilliwl, and I‘IHH”_'\' t'Il_L_:-'l_L_:k'*I as a locomotive
fireman with the D. .. & W. Railroad, and
was promoted to an engineer, which occupa
tion he still pursues. He entered politics as
a Republican during the Garheld campaign ot
18300, making his first speech mn West Vir
omma. He at once estabhished a tame as a
political orator, and has been on the plattorm
for every Republican Presidential candidate
to this time. He took a promiunent part in the
reform movement in Philadelphia in 1903, and
holds the record ot 1!Jl\'iti;__:' dehivered 257
HIH'l't']H*H in that t'\'x‘ilill;‘ t‘;tlll]h;ligtl, In 1906
he returned to the regular Republican organi
zation, and was made chairman of the Stuart
City Party Republican lLeague, thus adopting

the City Party title. 1 he league was attacked
by that party and the Dauphin County Court
sustamed the objection. He then made the
|

league a straight Republican orgamzation
and 1ts ticket polled 13,200 votes. In 1908 he
was commissioned to go to \Western Pennsyl
vania to look after the political interests of
."":l'H.'iTHI‘ FPenrose. H e l.‘lhi”r”ﬂ”l"I I:n‘f':__:rh
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