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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Falling Water is located on 500 acres of rolling woodland. The main house is
sited on the north of Bear Run, above the upper waterfall, It is oriented
toward 150 degrees on the compass, or 7.5 degrees east of South-Southeast.
The principal entrance is at the back (north side) through a loggia leading
off a driveway between the house and a rock cliff about 16 feet high., a
secondary .entrance, .to.the kitchen, is at the northwest corner of the house,
also from the driveway.

The main house, built in 1936 and 1937, is three stories high; average stream
level is 1298' above sea level, the first-floor level is at 1311.7' and the top
of the chimney is 30' 10 1/2" above the first-floor level. The firat story
comprises a large central living room, with dining table and glazed hatch leading
down steps to the stream, the kitchen, and a small entry alcove. Steel and
glass doors open fram the living room to terraces on the east and west. The
second story is occupied by a master bedroom and terrace (above the living
room); Mr. Kaufman's dressing room (above the kitchen) opening onto a terrace

to the west; and a guest bedroom (above the east side of the living room).

The third story is taken by a bedroom (above Mr. Kaufman's dressing room) west
balcony stairs leading down to the west terrace and a "gallery” opening onto a
terrace above the center of the house. The bedroom is now furnished as a
library, and the gallery--originally conceived as a connecting passage to a
pedestrlan bridge cver the driveway~-now leads to an alcove furnished as a small
bedroom. ‘-

The structure of the main house consiats of native sandstone retaining walls,
piers, walla, and chimney cores with floors of. cantilevered slabs of reinforced
concrete. Window and door sash is of gsteel. Floors, indoors and out, are
finished with 2" flags of native sandstone. Millwork is of black walnut plywood.

Wright designed all of the furniture that came with the house with minor excep-
tions. He used walnut veneer extensively on the interior furnishings, especially
for cabinets and in the bedrooms. He chese other appropriate furnishings and
sculpture for the house. Most of the furniture is of the built-in variety and
thus stationary. The furniture serves the purpose of complementing the rcom
rather than £1lling the space of the room.

Edgar Kaufman, Jr. described the structure in an article thus:

"Wright fixed the great chimney mass on top of a large boulder,
its natural upper surface becoming the living room hearth, set
above the finished flcor. Around this point Wright swung his
spaces: to the south the living room cantilevering over the falls;
to the east the entrance spaces, to the west the kitchen, and to
the north narrow strip for stairs and dining, all organized by
four massive low plers that define the center bay of the living
room., The north gside of the house is almost sheltered by a steep
cliff; the driveway runs narrowly between cliff and house.

(continugd) 7,
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The structure is so unusual that, although it is accurately
expressed, more famlliar preconceptions lead most people to
'read' the house wrongly. They think of tall stone walls

from which the reinforced concrete projects. In fact,

Wright conceived the house as a series of horizontal concrete
trays upturned, stiffening edges; these trays are merely
spaced one above the other by short stone masses. Wherever
stone and concrete meet, the latter is continuous. Each
concrete tray is structural on its lower surface; above this,
in many areas, is an air space divided by small concrete walls
that support a woed floor, finished in flag stones from the
nearby quarry . . . Wright kept talking about the continuity
of all surfaces on either side of the glass line. Floors mst
be at the same level, in the same stone flagging) ceiling
surfaces were to be continuous and their color, uninterrupted.®

The guest wing and servants®' quarters, built in 1939 on the hill above the
main house, at about 1340' above sea level, is connected to the main house
by a semi-circular walkway of stone protected by a cantilevered canopy of
reinforced concrete. The guest wing is composed of a bedroom and lounge,
with swimming pool to ‘the east; the servants' quarters consist of two single
rooms and one “"double" sized room on the second story, above the four-place
carport, and a chauffar's room at the south end of the carport level.
Structure and millwork are of same character as main house.

There have been few changes. In 1946 the kitchen was extended to the west to
provide a servants' sitting room. At the same time, a separate furnace was
installed for the guest wing. In 1954 the east part of the cantilevered roof
slab above the guest bedroom terrace of the main house was rebuilt, After a
flood in 1956 the hanging stairs to the stream were rebuilt with two additional
steel ties into the bedrock of the stream. Incandescent lighting was changed
to fluorescent lighting by the original occupants of the house in 1938 and 1939.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"Falling Water” on Bear Run is a summer house built for Pittsburgh millionaire
Edgar Kaufman, Sr. Wayne Andrews has called it the "most famous modern house
in the world" while Vincent Scully proclaimed it “"one of the complete master-
pieces of twentleth-century art." The house, cantilevered over a waterfall,
has come to be one of America's most renowned buildings, appealing- not only
to architects, but to the general public as well.

Kaufman, a Pittsburgh department store owner, gave Wright the commission for

a dream house retreat--a beautiful home, elevated over a watefalll, resembling
a soaring bird or plane, its vings reaching ocut into the air, at once part of
the natural landscape but also separate from it., 1Its relationship to its
surroundings is like that of a nest in a tree, a made thing that is utterly
natural. Wright himself writing in Architectural Forum (1938) stated that this
house "has no limitations as to form."” "Falling Water" is almost impossible to
describe and very difficult to photograph--the site is spectacular, the house
changes from different vantage points and the scale is elusive.

"Falling Water" exploits ‘the site as few other structurss have before or since--
secured to a rocky plateau, the massive cantilevered balconies covered by a slab
roof canopy flocat in the 3pace over the swiftly moving stream. Equally beautiful
when approached on ground level, the three stories of the main house combine
visually with the maasing of the guest house above to produce a sort of monumen-
tality, even in its domesticity. vVisitors are auprised by its comparatively

few rooms--a masaive living room, three bedrocms and service rooms all extended
by balconies, terraces and canopy slabs that project off the house’ in all
directions,

The interior spaces are as beautiful as the exterior. Wright did not believe,

as have many architects before and since, that a house should be an empty stage
for human action, capable of being changed at will. He set the stage and was

also the director. Wright built in the furniture, used fluorescent lighting

as an aesthetic element which mimics daylight or is used as indirect light when

it is not needed as direct illumination for reading or at a desk. Structural
materials are generally the same on both interior and exterior, the flag paved
living room floor continues to a stair dropping to a plunge pool beneath the
house. The windows at the corners hold glasa sealed against glass so there is

no visuwal interruption (they sometimes leak) and reveal the area Bdgar Kaufman, Jr.
describes as cembining "the beauty of a mature forest, massive sandstone boulders,

a wild, free-flowing stream, and a fdrest understory covered with native rhododendro
(continued) 69
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laurel, and typical Appalachian wildflowers."

"Falling Water" aexemplifies Wright's own dicta--"Architecture is the triumph
of human imagination over materials, methods, and men."” The house enhances

and then transcends the site and has become symbolic of man's struggle with

nature and his final acceptance of a partnership with the environment.

The house was given to the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy by Edgar Kaufman, Jr.
in October 1969. They maintain and interpret the house for visitors (by appoint-

ment},
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ALL that certoin lot or paveel of sround in the
Township of Stewart, County of Favette and Comnmonwealti
of Peunsylvania, being bounded and described as Lollows:

BEGINNING at a planted sguare stone with an "x"
on top at a corner common to lands now or formerly of
John H, Stark, lands now or formerly of Jacob Stull
and lands herein described; thence along said Stull
lands, the following scven (7) courses and distances,
cach of gnid courses being 1o a planted stone with on
"x" on top: South H1° 35' West 562,73 foetw, morth 34°
16" West 109.5% loct, Hovrth 62° 19' Woest 225,00 feold,
North 22° 20' Vest 179.63 feet, North 47 40" Nast
165,34 feet, North 487 32" 20" Vest 415,423 fecel and
South 45 41" 40" Vest 131,81 feet 1o o plentod slons
with an “"x" on top at the soulhcasterly cornor of Jonds
now or formerly of William CGor:ley; thence along said
Gormley lands, the following four (4) couvses and dis-
tances:  North 22° 51' 40" West 438,57 fecet 1o n post
with pointers painted red, South 79° 15' West 200 Icet
to a point on State Route 331, thence leaviuzg said
State Route 381 and followinyg an old county rond,
Souih 10° 30' Vest 90 feet, more or less and South §
~30' East 670 fcet, more or less, to a point on the
easterly side of said old county road at line of lands
now or formerly of =said Jacoly Stull; thones along =said
Stull Jands, South GY 8' 20 vWest I33.00 feorni to na
cornsT counmon to onaia Stull Tonds pnc o Cad L now oor
Torperly ol Lo 2o Clarisoin; wioence .o &0l Clorh-
son lands and crossing said Stave Rouwos [ Viorth £3°
33" 50" Vest 10520.61 fcet to o point o of oihor
lands now or formerty of said KB, R, Cl:o n; thenceo
along said other Clarkzon lands, Horth 15 Vest
849,75 Teet to o ¢orner common Lo casd  Lhov Ciardh on
Innds and lands now or forierly of J, . &uiloy; 1thonce
along said Smilev lands, the following we (2
and distances:  Horth 2417 30! Vest 190 o sisnes
aud North 46° Lnst 161.5 foet to a plan od=Equare sion:
with an "xX'" on tlop, said poiut bLeing oo A
point used in the descripiion of that oo
locally as, and hercinadter called, the "Mozonic Country
Club Tract”, as desceribed in that certe’: Lrow

4]
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Investment Tand Conpany to Liliane S, Kaufrann dnotod
July 26, 1955, nad rocorded in the Pecordor's 04-1(‘&,
of rayvette County, DPeunsylvania, hercinazier called
the "Recovder's OC7ice', in Deed Doolt Yol, 519, paco
431, port of said Masonic Country Club Trusi Loing
part oi the lands hercin described; thence continuing
along said Smiley lands the following two (2) courses
and distances: North 23° 46' 10" Vest 580.06 feet
and South 76° 46' VWest 280.60 feet to a point on the
cast bhank of the Youghiosgheny River; thence along the
et bandt of said viver, North 217 500" Vosg 350,00 faog
lo & voins on bine of other lancs of snid &, 1, Saitew;
thence alony sald other 3miley lands the Zollowing Iive
(5) courses and distances: North 76° 46' Zast 363.00
feet, Novth 107 22' Vest 402,47 fecet to a2 plonted stonn
with aa "x" o ton, North 24° 16! Nast 10I8.77 fect to

a planted stone in a mound of stones al the cdae of a
Tfield, said point also being on line of lands conveyed
to Ldgar Kaufmann by Joe . May and Etta Jean May, his
wi{e, by deed dated October 8, 1957 and recorded in

he Recorder's Uffice in Deed Book Vol, 900, page 348,
hereininftor called the "May Tract', part of raid May
Tract being part of the launds hcrﬂln agescrived, due
Vest 1040 fcet, more or less, to a chestnut and North
22° Vest 660 feet to a gum at a corner common to said
other Smiley lands and lands now or {ormcrly of Fred
Powers; thenea alonz said Bowers lands, Morth (4° Vtct
1645.5 ot Lo o point: thence thrench the [lay Teopo
Soulin 59 Bant 5Y560 oot to o puiie i Sl oentor lin;
of satd State Rouwte 381, sald point beine Louth 3% Juast
S0 fecet [rom the southhujt corner ol lands now or fura-
erly of Paul A, Nemm; thence alonz the cer-or line of
said Htate Roule 81, South 17° VYest 683 icot, morve or
less, to a point at the intersection of scid conter 1ine
with Lhe wesiorly line of lands convered b doiecon
Tisaue et nl, to Edgar J. Koaulmann sud Litiane 8. Vaufl-
mann, hig wife, by deed dated Locenber 3G, 1040 and
recovded in Lhe Hucnrdcr‘s OLfice in Dead ool Yoi, 000,
page 16, hercinaflterealled the "Pissue Tracs™; Lhonee
continuing alon: cnnd ce uu r live, South 2% Yest D19
Teet, more or less, to the casterly corner of lands

19
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now ov formerly of the Trustees of the Chureh ol the
LBrethioors thence along naid londs ol the Trustees of

the Church of the Brethren, the Iollowing three (3)
coursey and disinnces:  Novth 40° vest 299 fest: Souih
49° 15" West 115 fuetl and South 22° ¥ast 2831 feet to i
point in the center line of said State Route 381; thence
along said center line, South 46° Vest 118.8 feet to

a corner common to the llasonic Country Club Tract and
the Tissue Tract; thence along the dividing line between
the iasonic Country Club Iractl and the Tiszue Tract,

the Follawing (our {4) cournes and dlgtangoy:  Dons
169 26Y 20" Nani 1192 Acel, wore or lews, oo nuint

at a stone fence, South 157 46" 30" East &705.52 icot

to a copper boli in a boulder, North 73°¢ 12' 13" East
664,00 Jeet to o plonted stone with an "x™ on ton @nd
North 437 40' Zast 1670.65 feet to a plant=d stone witn
an "x" on top; thence through 'he Masonie Coantry 22uhb
Tract, South Qd“ Last 1320 fecet to a pdnt; thence Houth
7° VWest 3600 fcet, more or less, to a corner conmon to
lands now or formerly of Howard L. Sparks and lands now
or formerly of John H., Stark; thence along said Stark
landsg, the following two (2) courses and &istances:
North 49° 59' 454" West 3040 feet, more or less, to a
planted stone with an "x'" on top and South 30° 37' 30"
West 423,51 feet to the point at the place of beginning,

v

QONTALINING 515 acres more or less.

ELACEPTING thoxefroa and ithereout the inllowin:
describad parcel Lelonging now or foranert> to Jacoh
F, Stvell, conveynd to said Jucob ¥, Stull Ly deed of
Grant Duli, dated July 24, 1020 and recordcd in {the
Recovder's Office in Deed Book Vol, 319, pora 282:

PEGINNING i a plontied stone with an ":” on len
located North 45% East §5.1 fect from the avinnive
poirl used in the description of 1he lnson o Couniuy
Club Tract in saidd deed from investment Lo Coingee oy
to Liliane S, inpulmann; thenece along ile £.50% acrc

poriion ol the iiazmonic Country Ciub Tract oxceptecd
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aad veserved 10 ocaid deed Lhe Tollowics two {2) couvies
and distances:  North 56° G1' 45" Basi 561,50 feet 1o

a plavted stone with an "x" on top wuad MNorth 68° 01 257
Fast GO0 Teen move or less to u stone o2t 52 north..
wvesloerly corner of ithe first tract described in that
certain deed ifrom Donald i, Woodmancy and Ruth C.
Woodmancy, his wife, to Rdgar J. Kaufmann, dated July
29, 1933, and rccorded in the Recorder's Office in

Deed Book Vol. 519, page 435; thence alony said first
Yoodwuey Troel South 15° 48' Zasi 337,90 foo+ fo g
planied stone in oo peend of storse oo Yine of “he it
tract desceribed in said Voodmancy Jewd: thencae alois
said third Woodinancy tract South 367 34' West 619,08
feet 1o a planted stone in a mourd of stones at a covner
conmo: To said thivd Voodmancy 1

c

L]

Ve Ll

-

L3

tract and roands convayed
by J¥. R, Clarkson to Edgar J. Xaufunnn, bv deed datco:d
September 15, 1848, and recorded in the Recorder's
Office in Deed Book Vol, 668, paye 61; thence along
said Clarkson lands North 59° Vest 975.48 [cet to the
point at the place of beginning,

CONTAINING 14.5831 écrcs more or less,

State Route 381 bisects the above-described tract of land on an
axis which runs approximately north to south. National Landmark
Status is given only to that portion of the above-described tract
of land which lies to the east of said State Route 381,

11
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DESCRIBE THE ;'HESEl\iT AND QRIGINAL (if knuown) PHYSICAL ARPEARANCE

FFallingwater'" is the name of the country-resort home
of Edgar Kaufmann at Bear Run, The main house was begun
in 1936 and completed in the following year. Two vears
later, the guest house and servants uarters were added
tc the rear of the main house. The architect for these
structures was Frank Llyvod Wright., Stylistically the
house nas been described as 'organic!, 'rectangular mode!
and the 'international style'., Realistically, the house
is more a worl: of art both inside and out and therefore

by that account, it defies any of the common architectural

noizenclatures. Although it definitely falls under the
classification of architecture, it is intended to be

a work of art, "Edgar Kaufmenn, Jr. has written that.
Mr, V ight was intrigued by the Bear Run area which com~
bined the beauty of & mature forest, massive sandstone
boulaers a wild, free flowing stream, and a forest
understory covercd with native rhododendron, laurel, and
typical Appalachian wildflowers.” Fallingwater is

meant to be an extension of nature and its surroundings,
rather than an intrusion of them,

In building the cdifice, Frank Llyod Wright placed

mp
1itially Mr, Kaufmann wanted the house tc Face the xate“
11, After Wright agreed to take the p“OWQCu. his firs

t of drawings showed the house over the falls, rather
an facing them. Bruno Zevi describes thls in the
ollcouiing:

"It emerges into the landscape continuity as a
'shapeless’ articuiation of spaces, i.e. it has
estroyed the elementary shapes of the 'cubic’

mat er! and all classic residues, Its inner
spaces are not self-encleosed; there are no facades;
there is no distinction between structures and
supported weights because all of its limbs enter
into the static concert which maiches that of
space. There coincide, for the first Time in
man's history, the formation of cavaties and vhe
composition of masses., The House on the Water-
fall has indeed solved all problems against
which we strupgle, ither because of a tired and
descolate taste for problems, or through an un-
conscious .fear of architecture.”

My o ok i (\
O D “}

At first giance, Fallingwater appears to be a .
cdarn type storne and concrete structure. Some of the
awest innovations of the day were used in the house;
twe of these were foam latex (rubber) and fluorescent
T e

hasis on the naturzl setting and spacial re‘atloqsblps.
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But it is much more than that, it is a2 creative work in
architecture. Basically, there are four levels to the
structure. At the time of erection, the House used con-
cepts and materials more in vogue today than in the mid-
19¢ 's.

Fallingwater is asymetrical in shape but has
strong vertical and herizontal rectangular lines, Materials
used in the house are predominately sandstone, glass, wood,
flagstone, concrete and some metal. It is built on land’
overhanging the natural rock formation of the falls over
Bear Run. The quarried sandstone as it sits in the house
is remarkably similar to the sedlmentary natural stone as
it is found in the area.

Edgar XKaufmann, Jr. in a short article describes
Fallingwater as follows:

-"Wright fixed the great chimney mass on top of a
Jlarge boulder, its natural upper surface becoming

the living room hearth, set above the finished floor.
Around this point Wright swung his spaces: tol the
south the living room cantilevering over the falls;

to the east the entrance spaces, to the west the
kitchen, and to the north narrow strip for stairs

and dining, all organized by four massive low piers
that define the center bay of the living room., The'
north side of the house is almost sheltered by a steep
cliff; the driveway runs narrowly between c¢liff and
house. Below the main floor there is a small heater
room and storage cellar, with servants lavatory;

but most of the under sgpace, between and around the
supporting piers, is exposed., Above at the north, the
bedrooms and their baths are massed in even narrower
bands extending east to west, and piling up to
counterbalance the southern living room cantilever.
Every bedroom has its own terrace; the living room
has two, east and west.' As commonly in America, doors
and windows are screened (of course no screening
required where there is fixed glass.)"

. "The structure is so unusual that, although it is
accurately expressed, more familiar preconceptions
_Ilead most people to 'read' the house wrongly. They
think of tall stone walls from which the reinforced
concrete projects. In fact, Wright conceived the
house as a series of horizontal concrete trays up-

turned, stiffening edges: these trays are merely spaced
one above the other by short stone masses. Wherever

GPO §21.724
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stone and concrete meet, the latter is continuous,.

Each concrete tray is structural on its lower surface;
above this, in many areas, is an air space divided by
small ¢oncrete walls that support a wood floor, finished
in flag stones from the nearby quarry....Wright kept
talking about the continuity of all surfaces on either
side of the glass line, Floors must be at the same
level, 'in the same stone flagging: ceiling surfaces -
were to be continuous and their color, uninterrupted.”

Such features as suspended steps leading to the
water, concrete bridges and entry ways, and trelises of
concrete indicate the advanced inclinations of Wright's
media and styles,

Wright designed all of the furniture that came
with the house with minor exceptions. He used walnut
veneer extensively on the interior furnishings, especially
for cabinets and in the bedrooms. He chose other ap-
propriate furnishings and sculpture for the house. Most
of the furniture is of the built in variety and thus
stationary, The furniture serves the purpose of com=-
plimenting the room rather than filling the space of
the room. In this way one can see that the furniture
readily appears around the room rather than in the midst
of it. Much of the interiors are open space.

To the rear of the main house is the guest house.
This house is built of the same material and in the same
general style as the main house, Xt has an elevated concrete
set of steps covering a walkway that connects the two
structures. This house is also furnished in the same
fashion as the main house. With this house is a swimming
pool. It also has a garage. -Spaces are provided in the
guest house to serve as quarters for the servants.

GPO g2t1.725
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fallingwater is significant for two reasons. One
is The nature and style of the building, the other is the
architect, Frank Llyod Wright. Wright was born in 1867

and died in 19359, his career spanned at least seventy of {

those ninety years. He is thought in some circles to be
most notable architect produced by Anmerica.

Before Fallingwater was ever built or conceived,
Wright ‘was building trend setting structures., Fallingwater
however is probably his greatest residental structure
and one of the best of his career. It was built well
into the career of Wright during the]aepression, a less
productive period of Wright's career.

Beside his architecture, Wright organized a school
knewn as the Taliesin school. Taliesin (East) was built
in Spring Green, Wisconsin and Taliesin (West) near
Phoenix. This school besides imparting Wright's concepts
of architecture was a communal society open to all who
were willing to work and study for Wright., It is still
going on today. - '

Fallingwater was built for Edgar Kaufmann, a
wealthy Pittsburgh department store owner. Kaufmann
chose Wright because of an exhibition his son saw of
Wright's in New York, The house was built on land owned
by Kaufmann and used by employees of the store for
vacation and recreation purposes. The general area of
the site was chosen because it represented nature in
its trees, rocks, plants, and waterfalls. Wright was
commissioned to build a structure within these; one
that complimented these and became an extension of
them. ' '

Gn October 29, 190563 Edgar Kaufmann, Jr. presented
Fallingwater and its property and an endowment to the

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. The Conservancy main-
tains the property and surroundings and conducts tours

of the property and the housec.
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