Defining both the eastern boundary and
early economic aspirations of Meadville,
French Creek was first spanned in 1814.
During the early part of the nineteenth century,
the creek and later a canal built alongside,
carried commerce between Erie on the Great
Lakes and Pittsburgh. The success of
Meadville as a transportation hub was such
that in 1828 a second covered bridge was built
upstream. This hridge occupied the site upon
which Penn Bridge Company fabricated its
replacementin 1871. Festooned with the cast
jron tracery indicative of iron bridges erected
during periods of civic boosterism, the two
span, double intersection, Whipple through
truss connects the industrial district of
Meadville with the outlying suburban
townships of Fredericksburg and Vernon Hill.
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Summer excursion trains to Conneaut
Lake began seasonal service across its two
spans in 1907 necessitating the temporary
of wooden support trestles.
Around this time the name of the roadway
changed from Dock Street to Mead Avenue.
To |mprove seasonal use, the original

“structure was reinforced with a supplemental

pair of external Baltimore through trusses
installed by the Rogers Brothers of Albion,
Pennsylvania, in 1912. Though still in use, the
outer trusses of this ‘bridge within a bridge’
have been omitled from these drawings for the
sake of clatity.
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The Pennsylvania Historic  Bridges
Recording Project - Il is a part of the Historic
American Engineering Record (HAER), a
long-range  program  of  documenting
“historically significant engineering, industrial,
and maritime Sites in the United States. The
HAER program s administered by the
National Park Service, U.S. Depariment of
the |Interior. The Pennsylvania Historic
Bridges Recording Project -. Il was co-
sponsored during the summer of 1998 by
HABS/HAER under the general direction of
E. Blaine Cliver, Chief; the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, Buyreau of
Environmental Quality, Wayne W. Kober,
Director; and the Pennsylvania Historical and

Museum Commission, Brent D. Glass,

- Executive Director and State Historic
Preservation Officer.

The fieldwork, measured drawings,
historical reports, and photographs were
prepared ynder the direction of Eric Delony,
Chief of HAER. The team consisted of James
P. Hanley, Architectural Field Supervisor
(Bloomington, IL), Grace H. Wallace (Dallas,
TX), Julia Maleeva (ICOMOS, Sofia,
Bulgaria), Rachel J. Zsembery (Carnegie
Mellon  University), Susan H. Gordon
(University of Virginia), Architects; Justin M.
Spivey (HAER), Engineet/Historian; Helen P.
Ross  (Fredericksbuyrg, VA), Ben A.
Shackleford (Georgia Institute of Technology)
and Elizabeth Haven Hawley (Georyia
/Institute of Technology), Historians; Dr. Dario
Gasparini, - P.E. (Case Western Reserve
University) and Dr. Tom Boothby, P.E. (Penn
State Universily), Engineers; and Jet Lowe
(HAER), Photographer.
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