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Officials  Discuss Proposed

A new stee] swing bridge on the
site of the existing span over Black
river at a cost of $3175,000, may be |

erected by the Pere Marquette rail-

'road this fall, Seward L. Merriam,
general counsel for the railroad, |

| told Maver John J. Bell and the

city commission Monday afternoon. |
Permission of the St. Clair county |
'board of supervisors will be sought |

irr the October session ¢f the board,
and the plang for the new span will
be furnished the war department
of the United States soon, A. L.

Grandy, engineer and assistant to |
the president of the railroad, who |

accompanied Mr., Merriam here,
told the city commission.

| Mr. Merriam, who was formerily
mavor of Port Huron, and Mr.
Grandy met with the cecmmission to

inform the commissicners of the

intenition o©f the raiiroad.
“VWhile this in a matter for the

board of supervisors, the bridge is |
to be built in the c¢ity and we wish |
the good will of the city commis- |

sioners and their support when the

board eof supervisors convene, JMr. |

Merriam said.

Blue prints of the existing 170-
foot swing bridge, and of the pro-
posed new span, which will be 204

'teet long, were left with City Engi- |

neer David D). Worcester, who was

'present at the meeting.

“If the board of supervisors
crant us permission in the October
cession—and we have every reason
to believe it will—construction
worl will be started at once,”’ Mr.
 Grandy said, ““and we plan to com-
plete the bridge during the winter
months so that we would mnot hold
up navigation.”

The proposed bridge, when com-
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| Officials Discuss Proposed
; Black River Span ;

| A new stee] swing bridge on the
site of the existing span over Black |
iriver at a cost of $175,000, may be |
erected by the Pere Marquette rail-
| road this fall, Seward L. Merriam, |
general counsel for the railroad,
|told Mayer John J. Bell and the
city commission Monday afternoon.

Permission of the St. Clair county
{board of supervisors will be sought
in the October session of the board,
and the plans for the new span will
be furnished the war department
of the United States soon, A. L.
Grandy, engineer and assistant to |
the president of the railroad, who |
accompanied Mr. Merriam here, |
told the city commission.

Mr. Merriam, who was former
mayor of Port Huron, and Mr. |
Grandy met with the ccmmission to |
inform the commissioners of the |
intention of the railroad.

“While this in a matter for the
board of supervisors, the bridge is
to be built in the city and we wish |
the good will of the city commis
sioners and their support when the
board eof supervisors convene,” Mr. |
| Merriam said. |

Blue prints of the existing 170-
foot swing bridge, and of the pro-
posed new span, which will be 204
! feet long, were left with City Engi-
| neer David D. Worcester, who was
| present at the meeting.

“If the board of supervisors
grant us permission in the October
session—and we have every reason |
to believe it will—constructi
worlk will be started at once,” Mr.
Grandy said, “‘and we plan to com-
plete the bridge during the winter |
months so that we would Mot hold
up navigation.”
| The proposed bridge, when com-
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PERE MARQUETTE PLANS
FOR HEAVY BRIDGE

(Continued From Page One) :
pleted, will permit passage Of _the |
company's heaviest locomotllves
arnd freight trains over the bridge,
AIr. Merriam said. He sajid that
the present structure 1S mcapal?le
of bearing the weight of the newer

amotives.

IOCThE abutments under the existing
bridge will be used for tlie new
bridge after they have v2en
girengthened, Mr. Merriain saiu.

“The channeis on e.uucl S.490 of
the bridge are now 50 feel wide.
We plan to have the United States
sovernment widen these channels
1o 60 feet,”” he said. 1 :

“This may necessitate removing & -
a part of the bankK on either side
of the river, but this can be done
without very much trouble after we
have obtained the sanction of the
war department. The federal gov-
ernment will do the dredging In
the channels, we expect

A bascule lift bridge, suggested
by Mayor Bell, was Jhought by M‘r.
Grandyv to e unnecessary. He sald
this type of span 1is constructed
where the bridge has to be wide to
handle trafiic, and a swing bridge
when opened would not lJleave
enough room in the channel.

“The swing bridge we propose
to build will be narrow and it is
not necessary that we Dbuild a
bascule bridge,” he said. “We will
guarantee that the new bridge can
be swung just as quickly as a bas-
cule bridge can be iifted. The new
bridge will be c¢perated by elec-
tricity.”

Mavor Bell also suggested build-
ing a foot bridge on the proposed
new span. The Pere Marquettie of-
ficials suggested that a footbridge
would narrow the space for pass-
age of boats on one side of the
bridge.

“And besides,” Mr. Merriam said,
“such a thing would be bad for our
company because persons using the |
bridge would have to walk on our |
property to get to the bridge. Any- |
one injured on the bridge and our

property could sue us for damages |
and we would be liable.”
Mr, Merriam broached the sub- |
Jject of the agreement which his!
company had made almost a year |
ago with the Grand Trunk rail- |
road. “Plans had been made and
contracts drawn for the construc-
tlon of a bridge for joint usage but
for some unknown reason the plans
Were never carried out,” he said.
Mr. Merriam spent part of the

day hefe renewin
e g old acquaint-
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