
STATE OF ARIZONA HISTORIC PROPERTY INVENTORY FORM 

HISTORIC BRIDGE I ~ N T Q R Y  
London Bridge 

PROPERTY ICWMCAllON 

county Mohave Inventory rumbet 08630 
milepost 0.00 Inventory routo McCulloch Boulevard 
location In M e  Havasu City feature intm-soctod Lake Havasu Channel 
citybdnity Lake Havasu City USCS quadragle Lake Havasu Clty South 
disk k t  85 UTM r d u m  11.743550.3817630 

main span mmbsr 3 
appr, span wmbn 0 
d e g r o d  skew 0 
main span length 152.0 
structve lsngth 952.0 
roadway wldth 32.6 
structve width 35.0 

main span type 111 
appr. span typa 
guardrail t p  0 
suporstructure concrete filled spandrel mch 
substructve concrete abutments, wlngwalls and piem 
fborldrcking asphalt rwdway over earth fill 
other features stone masonry veneer with decorative voussoirs, 

coplngs, corbel brackets, gu- and Musters 

HiSR3RW INFORMATION 

construdon date 1831 dsslgnsrl~nglnssr John Rennle 
projoct stmbu bufldu/comaor dty (London) work force 
informatpn source dty bridge records s ~ ~ k r e  ownor City of Luke Havarru City 
ahation datds) 1971 altorations bridge dismantled and moved to thls l o d o n  

NATlONA REGISTER EVAWAllON 

For additpnal information, sw "Vahiwlar Bridges in krona 18e0.1964" 
National Registu Multiple Property Ooeumentation Form 

inventory score 63 NRW digibilii ellglbb 
NRHPaltwia A x B- C L  
signif. stabmmt unique adaptdon of European bridge to Western 

d n g  

FORM COMRElED BY 

Clayton B. Fraser, Prindpd FRASERdesIgn 
420 South County Road 23E 
Loveland, Colorado 80537 
31 Cctoher 2004 



L O N D O N  B R I D G E  smckrs NO. 8630 

PHOTO INORhWnON 

dateofpba: November 2002 V ~ W  dimbn: northwest north p 02.11.190 (n.11.191 

F R A S E R D E S I G N  



L O N D O N  BRIDGE 

CONSTRUCTlON HISTORY 

The first Umber bridge over the Tnames River in London may have been constructed as early as the l* Cen- 
tury. In 1209 the first stone bridge was completed, and by the end of the 18' Century it had aged to the point 
of replacement. After a design competition by the dty, Scottlshengineer John Rennie was retcdned to design 
the replacement bridge, an immense stone archstructure with the longest sum extending some 130 feet. The 
first s i n e  on the new-bridge waslcddceremoniously on ~une  15,1825, andthe structwe w&completedseven 
years later by Rennie's son after the father's death The five-spcm arch strudure was formally ddmted on 

By far the busiest among London's major bridges, this structure carried numerous royalevents. The London 
Bridge withstood a terrorist bo&g in 1834 and German cdr rcddsin World War I and World War 11. In 1967 
the City of London moved to replace the 133-year-old stone bridge, offering it for sale. What followed was 
one of the most k r e  episodes in world bridge history, as developer Robert P. McCulloch p u r c h d  the 
London Bridge for $2.5 muon and endeavored to move it to Arizona. Workers marked the individual face 
stones andcrated andshiuuedthem to the state, rebuilding the structure over a reinforcedconcretearmature 
in a desert community be-ie the colorado ~ivdr. Lacking a real river for the brldge to cross at ~ a k e  ~ w a s u  
City, adecoratlve lagoon wasdredgedand filled& water. Completedin 1971, the London Bridge has since 
furhoned as a to&t attraction &d dty center 

SIGNIFICANG STATEMNT 

As a pivotal crossing of the Thames in the heclrt of London, the historial significance of the London Bridge 
can hcdly be overskded. Although its present function in Lake Hwasu Clty is substantially less important, 
the bridge does serve as a foal point for this hiving western Arizona community and as a well-known 
tourist &action in America. Technolo(lfcally, the London Bridge represented a conservdve engineering 
approach, even for its relatively early date. Its monumental nature, however, made it a showcase of 19th 
century stonemasonry. The dismantling, shipping and reconstnrction of the brldge in the 1960s presented 
a tremendous exe* in lo@Ucs cmd engfneering. Celebrated in litemture, &tory and song, the London 
Brldge is unquestionably the most famous bridge in the world. In London, it would be considered inter- 
nationally sigignificcmt. In Arizona, where it is a radically different setting, it is significcrnt for different reasons. 

NATIONAL REGISTER EVALUATION 

TECHNCU)GM WNKMCE HISTORICAL WNFICANCE NATW3NPLFZGISlER CRmR14 
- repamma rha w d  of a maw - .lurhtndHim 4- wnonr - x CfltarknA 

- pommst&h d& values - x urosYedHim OnHkmt events upMMms - Critwk.,B 

x mpaeane a t p ,  pdtkd u mnthcd of c d  - - c d r  to M n h l  dm*r x mdmc - 

MA OF SEN- Transportation; Engineering 
PERKXI OFSIWWANCE: 1971 
THEMI: Transportation: Highways 
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