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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
MEETING AGENDA  

November 20, 2007, 7:00 p.m. 
City of Geneva, City Hall 

109 James Street, Geneva, IL 
 

 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Minutes October 16, 2007 minutes

4. Building Permit Application Reviews  

 a. Property Address: Island Park, North Bridge CASE 2007 - 070
  Building Owner/Presenter: Geneva Park District / Larry Gabriel  
  Proposed Work: Demolition of existing bridge, proposed bridge replacement  

 b. Property Address: 327 N. Second Street CASE 2007 - 071
  Building Owner/Presenter: Frank Giampoli & Patrick Berggren / Sean Gallagher  
  Proposed Work: Move building, new foundation/addition/garage, rehabilitation  

 c. Property Address: 113 S. Third Street CASE 2007 - 072
  Building Owner/Presenter: Geneva History Center / Dave Oberg  
  Proposed Work: Sign  

 d. Property Address: 315 Hamilton Street CASE 2007 - 073
  Building Owner/Presenter: Megan Olsen   
  Proposed Work: Sign & Exterior rehabilitation conducted without permit  

5. Landmark Nominations - National Register of Historic Places

 a. Property Address: 316 Elizabeth Place CASE 2007 - 074
  Building Owner/Presenter: Gerard Keating / Mike Dixon, FAIA  
  Proposed Work: Review of NR nomination  

6. Other Business 

 a. CLOSED SESSION 
  Review of pending litigation  
     

7. Adjournment Next HPC Meeting – December 18, 2007
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ISLAND PARK, NORTH BRIDGE, CASE  2007-070, PAGE 1 OF 1 
 

 
PROJECT ADDRESS: Island Park – North Bridge 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2007 CASE NUMBER: 2007-070 

BUILDING OWNER: Geneva Park District APPLICANT: Larry Gabriel 

REQUESTED ACTION: Demolition of existing bridge; review of design of replacement bridge 

HPC REVIEW HISTORY: The HPC reviewed this as a concept review on May 15, 2007 and for its first permit review on 
September 18, 2007.   

BUILDING DATA 

BUILT: 1931, by the Wilson Brothers CONTRIBUTING Yes 

DESCRIPTION: Reinforced concrete bridge.  Art Deco style.   

RECOMMENDATION: See below 

COMMENTS: The Geneva Park District is proposing a replacement of the existing art deco-styled bridge at Island 
Park due to its failing structural condition.  The bridge’s condition is not an imminent threat, remaining 
open for pedestrian and bicycle traffic but not autos.  Park District maintenance trucks must reach 
Island Park via the south bridge.   
 
The HPC has performed one conceptual review and one building permit review of the proposed 
bridge replacement.  At September’s HPC meeting, Commissioners stated that they wanted more 
documentation about why the bridge cannot be repaired.  Mr. Gabriel and Mark Wylie of Farnsworth 
Engineering have submitted a detailed report containing engineer’s reports about the condition of the 
bridge.  The report includes an overview on the first six pages and then information about three tests 
conducted 4/28/2005, 1/17/2005, and 7/27/2007.  It provides cost estimates and illustrates field 
inspection information along with an analysis of the repair and replacement in kind options to wit:  
$1,150,000 for repair/replacement in kind; and an estimated $600,000 for a replacement.   
 
Commissioners at the HPC meeting in December suggested that the Park District consider a 
concrete railing throughout the bridge with a metal railing used for the bumped out central viewing 
area.  According to Mr. Gabriel, the Park District returned to their Board of Directors and, because of 
cost concerns and a preference towards a bridge with steel railing throughout (to meet travelers’ 
desires to view the water), they have submitted a revised design.   
 
The revised design takes into consideration both design elements of the existing historic bridge 
(retention of the decorative piers and rhythm) and the desire for open railings for travelers on the 
bridge, while being cost effective.  The result is a well-designed modern bridge – one that stands out 
among typical bike path bridges and is sympathetic to the historic district.   
 
The Park District has complied with The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards by first evaluating repair 
and then replacement in kind, which have proved to not be cost effective nor effective in meeting the 
user’s needs of the bridge.  Staff recommends approval.   

ATTACHMENTS: ▫ HPC Application 

 
▫ Engineer’s Report and summary – in two parts Pages 2-7 in the larger document were not included in 

original PDF document. 
 ▫ Summary letter from Structural Preservation System 
 ▫ Drawings & photo-montages of proposed bridge 
 ▫ Photo-montages of proposed bridge 
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Photograph of the wood foot bridge before current bridge was built in 1931 
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Looking Southeast from Route 38 / State Street 
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Looking South from State Street / Route 38 

 
 

 
Looking northeast – west elevation of bridge 
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Looking southwest – east elevation of bridge  

 

 
Detail of West elevation of bridge 
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Detail of eroding post – looking north 

 

 
Detail of eroding “curb” on bridge – looking west 
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