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This bridge is a remaining span of a seven-span approach bridge built in
1872 to serve a larger seven-span bridge built in 1868 over the
Mississippi River at Dubuque. The larger bridge was the first to span the
Mississippi at Dubuque, and was one of the earliest of all Mississippi
River bridges. At some point belween 1874 and 1889, three of the
approach spans, including this truss, were moved from their original
location. Ownership of this span was transferred from the Dubuque and
Dunleith Bridge Company to Dubuque County, and the county moved the
bridge to its present location. The superstructures of both the approach
bridge and the river bridge were fabricated and erected by the Keystone
Bridge Company, one of the most important and long-lived bridge
companies of the nineteenth century. This span is one of the oldest iron
trusses still in use in lowa, and is the only Keystone truss known to be in
use in the state. ,

The lowa Historic Bridges Recording Project is part of long-range program to
document hjstorically significant engineering, industrial, and maritime sites in
the United States. The HAER program is administered by the National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior. The lowa Historic Bridges Recording
Project was cosponsored during the summer of 1995 by HAER under the
general direction of Dr. Robert J. Kapsch, Chief, and by the lowa Department
of Transportation, the State Historical Society of lowa, lowa Division Office of
the Federal Highway Administration, and the lowa Transportation Center. The
field work, measured drawings, historical reports, and photographs were
prepared under the direction of Eric Delony, Chief of HAER. The team
consisted of Caroline Schweyer, architectural supervisor (ICOMOS-France);
Roger Chien (University of Virginia), Erick McEvoy (ICOMOS-Canada),
Virginia Price (University of Kansas), and Adriaan Vlaardingerbroek
(ICOMOS-Netherlands), architects; Robert Jackson (University of Texas-
Austin) and Leslie Pitner (University of Pennsylvania), historians; Geoffrey H.
Goldberg (University of Massachusetts) and Juliet Landler (University of
California-Berkeley), engineers; Joseph Elliot, Sellersville, PA, photographer;
Clay Frasier, Loveland, CO,; and James Hippen, Decorah, IA, consultants.
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