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Nathan Emery Coffin received his early education in the public schools of

Allegheny City, and after coming west entered the Baptist College of Des Moines,

graduating in 1881, with a degree of B. S. Later he became a student of Har

vard University, and was graduated from that celebrated institution of learning

with a degree of A. B., in 1885. After leaving Baptist College he studied law in

Drake University for one year, but being under age he was not admitted to the

bar. He spent one year in the office of Barcroft & Bowen, and was admitted to

practice by the supreme court of Iowa in October, 1886. He began his profes

sional career in Des Moines, and since February 1, 1891, has been associated

with Charles A. Dudley, under the title of Dudley & Coffin, one of the leading

law firms of Des Moines and the oldest law firm in the city. He is also identified

with several business concerns, being a member of the board of directors of the

Iowa Loan & Trust Company, the Des Moines Life Insurance Company, and

the Ewing Investment Company. He is also a trustee of Drake University.

The success of Mr. Coffin has been due in a large degree to his untiring industry,

which has enabled him to prepare his cases thoroughly and present them clearly

and forcible to the court or jury. He is an eloquent and logical speaker, and

his voice has been heard in connection with much important litigation. In the

course of an extensive practice he has won many notable victories.

On the 5th of June, 1900, at Des Moines, Mr. Coffin was united in marriage

to Miss Winnie Belle Ewing, a native of Des Moines, and a daughter of David

R. and Lucinda Ewing, one of the pioneer families of Iowa. Politically, Mr.

Coffin gives his allegiance to the republican party, being a progressive, but not an

insurgent. He was elected to the twenty-fourth general assembly in the fall of

1891, and his loyalty to the interests of his constituents led to an earnest demand

for his reelection, but on account of the pressure of private affairs he was ob

liged to decline the honor. Fraternally he is identified with the Knights of

Pythias, and socially with the University Club of Des Moines, Grant Club, Golf

and Country Club and Des Moines Club. Mr. Coffin is also president of the

Harvard Club of Iowa. He is a stanch believer in Christianity, and is a valued

member of the Central Church of Christ. In professional and business affairs he

has proven himself to be thoroughly competent and reliable under all circum

stances, and the respect in which he is held by his brethren at the bar, as well

as by the community where he has resided for more than a quarter of a century,

is indisputable proof of his worth. -

GEORGE ELIAS KING.

George E. King was born January 7, 1846, in De Peyster, St. Lawrence

county, New York. His father, Elias King, and his mother, Lucy Wheelock,

were both natives of Vermont. The first nineteen years of his life were spent

at home, attending school and working upon his father's farm. Then followed

three years of teaching in the district and in the neighboring city of Ogdens

burg, where he studied law in the office of B. H. Vary, but in the fall of 1869

he gave up the idea of practicing law. He then went to Kansas and began the

life of a business man in the employ of an uncle, Zenas King, a pioneer in iron

bridge construction and head of the King Bridge Company, of Cleveland, Ohio.

He remained with this company for twenty years, first as an erector, then as a

contracting agent and subsequently as a partner.

In 1875 Mr. King came to make his home in this city, and here in 1889 he

formed the George E. King Bridge Company of Des Moines. For thirty-eight

years he continued in this business, building bridges in every western and nearly

every southern state, and gaining knowledge of the scientific principles under
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lying his work, making himself familiar with its most minute details as well as

its most important features.

In 1878 Mr. King was united in marriage to Miss Mary Barcroft, a daughter

of John R. Barcroft, a distinguished lawyer, and Susan F. Ankeny, of the well

known Ankeny family. Mr. and Mrs. King have two daughters: Mrs. Edith

King Bell, of Des Moines, and Mrs. Frank Rhea Bott, of Ravinia, Illinois.

Since retiring from active business, Mr. King has been interested in various

enterprises. He holds stock in several state and national banks; is president

of the Iowa Drug Company; has investments in farm lands in Nebraska and

owns residence and business property in Des Moines.

In politics Mr. King is a progressive republican. He belongs to the Masonic

fraternity and is identified with the Knight Templar commandery of Des Moines,

and is a member of the leading social and business clubs of the city. He is rec

ognized as a strong man, strong in his ability to plan and perform, strong in his

honor and his good name. In the conditions of the growing west, he found the

opportunities which he sought for advancement in business, and, in their util

ization, he has reached a creditable place among the prominent and successful

residents of Iowa's capital.

E. K. MAINE.

For ten years past in the active practice of law at Des Moines, E. K. Maine

has by close attention to his profession and the successful handling of important

causes gained a standing as one of the wide-awake and thoroughly capable

members of the Polk county bar. He was born at Grant, Montgomery county,

Iowa, October 29, 1875, a son of S. N. Maine, a native of Ohio. The father

came to Iowa in August, 1875, and engaged in the mercantile business at Grant

until 1895, when he retired and came to Des Moines. Since 1908 he has made

his home at Los Angeles, California. The maiden name of the mother was

Emma King. She was a native of the Buckeye state and moved to Galva, Illi

nois, with her parents and was there married September 9, 1869, to Mr. Maine.

Three children blessed this union: E. K., the subject of this review; Hattie, now

the wife of Dr. Clark Keeler, of Los Angeles; and Hope, now Mrs. John

Sprowl, of Cleveland, Ohio. -

E. K. Maine attended the public schools in Montgomery county, graduating

from the Elliott high school in 1891. Having decided upon a professional

career, he matriculated at Grinnell College of Grinnell, Iowa, and continued

there until his senior year when he transferred his allegiance to the State Uni

versity at Iowa City, from which he was graduated in 1896 with the degree

of A. B. The year following he received the degree of LL.B. from the same

university, and after spending four years in Chicago settled in practice at

Des Moines, where he has since continued, showing from the beginning of his

career in this city an adaptability to the legal profession which has attracted a

lucrative and growing patronage.

On the 11th day of March, 1905, Mr. Maine was united in marriage to Miss

Geneva Lamb, a daughter of David Lamb, a river captain who lived at Albany,

Illinois, and later took up his residence at Clinton, Iowa, where he continued

to live for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Maine have one son, Wilton, born April

19, 1907. Mr. Maine ranks among the live and progressive men of Des

Moines and, being a constant student and close observer, he keeps fully abreast

of the times in everything of importance pertaining to the state and nation

as well as to his profession. As a lawyer he has shown marked ability and his

industry, energy, courage and fidelity to principle are unquestioned by those
who£ him. His clients are among the best business men of the city and
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