BRIDGE OPENING
0 BE MARKED

Chesapeake - Delaware Canal
Span Ceremonies Planned

——

1

Ceremonies on September 21 will
officially open the $4.000.000 Ches-l
apeake City bridge across the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal.

On that date the community’s

1.104 resident; will all be neigh-|o
bors again. According to Mavor Del..

Harrv Grifin., about 600 of them

live on the north side of the canal|_

and the rest on the south side of
the waterwayv.

ror a time after the tanker Fritz
¥ lassen knocked down the Chesa-
peake City drawbridge on Julyv 28.
1942  a trip from one side of the

town to the other—540 feet across
the canal—involved a 22-mile drive.

Ferry Service Arranged

However, the Army arranged a
free ferry service at an annual cost
of $250.000 to unite the community

and provide for the traffic on
Route 213. |

Clearance of 135 feet above the
water is provided by the new bridge |

which is 4,000 feet long. In addition
to its two main piers, the span has
32 approach piers. Ten million
pounds of steel went into the super-

structure.

Col. F. F. Frech, distriet engineer
at Philadelphia, has been in charge
of the project, on which Parsons,
Brinkerhoff, Hall and MacDonald,
of New York, were designing con-

|sultants.

New York Firm On Job

The Felhaver Pile Company, of
New York, had the substruecture
contract, and the superstructure
was built bv the American Bridge
Company, of Pittsburgh, Pa.
Approach work was awarded to
eorge & Lynch, of Wilmington.
and Blumenthal-Kahn. of
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BRIDGE OPENING
10 BE MARKED

Chesapeake - Delaware Canal
Span Ceremonies Planned

Ceremonies on September 21 will
officially open the $4,000.000 Ches-
apeake City bridge across the
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal.

On that date the community’s
1.104 resident; will all be neigh-
bors again. According to Mayor
Harry Griffin, about 600 of them
live on the north side of the canal
and the rest on the south side of
the waterway.

For a time after the tanker Fritz
Klassen knocked down the Chesa-
peake City drawbridge on July 28,
1942, a trip from one side of the
town to the other—540 feet across
the canal—involved a 22-mile drive.

Ferry Service Arranged

However, the Army arranged a
{ree ferry service at an annual cost
of $250.000 to unite the community
and provide for the traffic on
Route 213. s

Clearance of 135 feet above the
water is provided by the new bridge
e e e e e

which is 4,000 feet long. In addition
to its two main piers, the span has
32 approach piers. Ten million
pounds of steel went into the super-
structure.

Col. F. F. Frech, district engineer
at Philadelphia, has been in charge
of the project, on which Parsons,
Brinkerhoff, Hall and MacDonald,
of New York, were designing con-
sultants.

New York Firm On Job

The Felhaver Pile Company, of
New York, had the substrueture
contract, and the superstructure
was built by the American Bridge
Company, of Pittsburgh, Pa.

Approach work was awarded to
George & Lynch, of Wilmington.
Del.,, and Blumenthal-Kahn, of
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Work Is Speeded On Bridge

Chesapeake City, Md., Feb. 25—
The new high-level bridge across
the Chesapeake and Delaware
Canal, which is being constructed
here by the Army Engineers to re-
place the old drawbridge that was
demolished by a tanker in July,
1942, is rapidly nearing completion.

More than 65 per cent of the en-
tire projeet is finished, according
to Col. F. F. Frech, Philadelphia
district engineer, who is directing
construction of the $3,500,000
bridge. It is scheduled for comple-

| tion by October, he added.

To Reunite Chesapeake City

Bv Frederick J. Kreller

[Evening Sun Staff Correspondent)

Schoolchildren were ferried across
from the north side by launch. The
engineers brought in the ferrvboat
Gotham in March, 1943, to allevi-
ate the condition. It has been oper-
ating around the clock since. It
will be withdrawn from service
when the new bridge is opened.
When finished, the new bridge
will consist of a 540-foot steel tied-
arch truss span over the canal,
flanked on each side by steel-girder

\

vards of double-bituminous surface
material.

Road connections with the bridze
approaches have already been laid
by the State Roads Commission
on both sides of Chesapeake City,
to become part of United States
Route 213.

The same kind of accident that
toppled the old drawbridge here,
also befell the bridge at St
Georges, Del., three vears earlier.

approach spans, with a distance of [Two tenders were killed there when
3,955 feet between abutments. A|the freighter Waukegan, bound for

vertical clearance of 135 at mean
high water in the canal will be

Ironworkers have already placed | provided under the main span.

most of the 10.000,000 pounds vm!'I

steel that is going into the super-

The roadway will be 25 feet
wide, with a four-foot sidewalk

structure. They started the job on|along the east side the length of

November 15. and in the last week

the bridge. A unique architectural

reached the center piers, which are |feature will be the fifteen-foot-wide

135 feet above the canal.

Falsework Put In Place

When the steel was being placed
on the first piers, mobile ground
cranes were used to hoist girders
and beams into place. But now
that the taller piers have been
reached, traveling cranes are
operating from steel already In
place. From anchored positions
they easilv handle pieces weigh-
ing as much as 36 tons.

A “falsework bent” — a tempo-
rary supporting structure—is under
construction now on the south side
of the canal. This will support the
main span construction from the
south until a juncture is effected
in the center. On the north side,
a temporary structure will be
erected on top of the main pier
fo support, in a cantilever fashion,
that portion of the main span to
be constructed out over the canal
from that side.

The old drawbridge which had
been erected in 1926, came down
on the morning of July 28, 1942,
when the tanker Franz Klassen
crashed into the south pier.

The mishap disrupted community
interests, since half the town is on
the north side of the canal and the
other half on the south side. Until
the army engineers set up a ferry
service, residents on one side of
the canal had to drive almost 20
miles to visit friends or relatives
on the other side—about 100 yards
away.

The postmistress solved the prob-

lem of delivering mail on the op-

posite shore by using a rowboat.
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Wreckage of the old bridge

single-legged approach piers sup-
porting a bridge deck 29 feet in
width.
Stairs To Be Erected

The superstructure work in-
cludes layving concrete from abut-
ment to abutment, and installation
of the lighting system. Stairs will
be erected between the bridge
deck and the ground at Pier 10, on
the north, about 400 feet north of

Biddle street, and at Pier 10, on|

Baltimore, rammed the bridge on
January 10, 1939, causing it to fall
into the canal. During the war the
canal, which links the Delaware
River and Chesapeake Bayv, provid-
ed a safe passage for vessels that
would have been targets for enemy
submarines in traveling the Atlan-
tic Ocean along the Marvliand-Dela-
ware coastline.

Salit Will Given
$121 000 Value

Bank accounts and United States
bonds formed the bulk of the $121 -
202.56 estate left by the late Sam-
uel Salit, of the 2000 block Ruxton
avenue, it was revealed today when

the south, near Fourth and George |the appraisal of the estate was filed

streets.
The upper flight of each stairway

will be steel, and the lower flight
of concrete. Automatic lights will
be installed and metal safety treads
imbedded in all steps. Four-foot
sidewalks from the landings will
also be laid.

The substructure of the bridge
runs right through and over the

in Orphans Court, :
Government bond holdings
amounted to $61.215.63., and bank
deposits to $26.461.34, according
to the inventory filed by a son, Mor-
ton Salit, and the Baltimore Na-
tional Bank, executors of the estate,
Mr. Salit died last December 18.
He was connected with a wholesale
concern. His will left the entire

town. It consists of eighteen con-|estate in trust, with the Baltimore

crete piers and an abutment on the
south side of the canal, and four-
feen concrete piers and an abut-
ment on the north.

Bids Asked On Approaches
Bids have been asked by the

Army engineers for building ap-

proach roads to the bridge. This
final phase of the project consists
of laving concrete pavement vary-
ing in width from 14 to 48 feet, em-
bankments, drainage facilities,
shoulders, gutters, curbs, guard
rails, roadway lighting, seeding and
sodding.

It also includes regrading and
paving Third street, west of George
street, and Biddle street, west of
Locke street, with 4,100 square
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National Bank as trustee, for the
benefit of his children.

Lane Makes Hospital

Board Nomination

Annapolis, Feb. 25 (I —CGov-
ernor Lane yesterday nominated
Edgar T. Bennett, of Mardella. to
the board of directors of the East-
ern Shore State Hospital at Cam-
bridge.

Bennett would complete th2 term
of Ralph H. Grier, of Salisbury,
who died last week. The six-vear
term expires in 1953.

Bennett’'s nomination was re-
ferred to the Senate Committiee on
Executive Nominations,
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the bridge showing how it is reaching toward the south side of the water
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