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| 7 . DESCRIPTION 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (if known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Choate Bridge in Ipswich spans the Ipswich River and constitutes a 
section of Main Street (Route 1A). Built in 1764 and widened in 1838, it is 
constructed entirely of rough hewn granite blocks. 

The 1764 construction plans read: "the two end Abutments to be extended 
so far into the river as to leave about 68 feet space between them. That in the 
Middle of said space be erected a Butment about 20 feet long and about 8 feet wide. 
That .from the same middle to the two end Butments and Arch be turned so as to 
leave about 30 feet for the Passage of Water under each Arch. " After work had 
started on the bridge, it was agreed to add to the bridge, instead of "rails"', a 
"wall guard not exceeding 15 inches wide at the Bottom nor less than 9 inches at 
the Top, and about 3 feet high. " The guard wall on the western side still exists 
today. 

Set into the south end of the western wall guard, facing the street, is the 
stone inscribed with the words "Choate Bridge, Built by Town and County, 1764. " 
When the bridge was completed, the Court of General Sessions ordered it be so 
named in recognition of "the great Care and Assiduity of the Honorable John 
Choate, Esq . " 

The bridge, 80'6" long and 20'6" wide in 1764, was widened to 35'6" on the 
eastern side in 1838. On the western, 1764 side, small, evenly cut stones are 
used for the voussoirs of each of the two elliptical arches and in the wall guards 
of the bridge. The spandrels are set with rubble. The eastern, 1838 facade 
consists of random ashlar, each stone about twice the size of that used in the 
earlier construction. Each arch rests on a heavy base of random rubble. 

Looking at the arches from underneath, the clear division between the two 
construction periods is sharply defined in the intrados, the cut stones of the 
earlier period again roughly half the size of the stones set later. 

o 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Choate Bridge, Ipswich, is significant in the history of American road 
building as an example of early stone construction. It has been cited as such 
to the Society of American Bridge Engineers by the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Works. Built in 1764, Choate Bridge is one of the oldest stone bridges 
in Massachusetts, if not the oldest. On that basis it has been certified a 
Massachusetts Historic Landmark. 

Choate Bridge was built to replace an old cart bridge on the same site. 
The project was initiated by the Essex County Court (in March, 1764), but the 
Town of Ipswich agreed to share the cost of the new structure. In December, 
1764, the Essex County Court voted to name the bridge in honor of Col. John 
Choate, who had supervised its construction. Col. Choate spent many months 
strengthening provincial forts during the French and Indian Wars and had acquired 
a reputation as an expert on building with stone. Besides being an engineer, 
Col Choate was also — simultaneously — judge of the Court of General Sessions, 
Chief of the Court of Common Pleas, town moderator, county treasurer and 
Governor's Councillor. 

The eastern side of the Choate Bridge was widened in 1838. The western 
side and parapet, with its inscription to Col. Choate, remain unchanged. 
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1. Choate Bridge, Ipswich, western side. (Photograph: Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1971) 



2. Choate Bridge, Ipswich, eastern side (Photograph: Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1971) 



3. Choate Bridge, Ipswich, under arch (Photograph: Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1971) 
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Choate Bridge, Ipswich, western side 
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Choate Bridge, Ipswich, eastern side 
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Choate Bridge, Ipswich, under arch 
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