Inventory No: ERV.901

Historic Name: Farley Bridge

Common Name: Farley Road Bridge over Millers River
Address:

City/Town: Erving

Village/Neighborhood: Farley
Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):
Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Other Engineering; Other Transportation
Significance: Engineering; Transportation

Area(s): ERV.E: Farley Village

Designation(s):

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to
this resource may be available in digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on:
Friday, March 07, 2014 at 2:20: AM


http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

VIEN. 9
Erv. 901

FORM F - STRUCTURE AREA FORM NO.

900

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET :
BOSTON, MA 02116 Town Vendell [Exving

Farley Road

ress

y Farley Bridge

arship: TS of Wendell &  pyblic
Erving Fivate

& of Structure (check one):

pound
powder house
street
tower
— : tunnel
T , e wall
L e — B thouse windmill
1 Mdp. Ura map snow1ng Struc;;:;‘;\:;Z;ETbn

in relation to nearest cross streets, buildings DESCRIPTION

and/or geographical features. Indicate all

buildings between inventoried property and nearest Date 1889

intersection.

Indicate north. A Source Placque on Bridge

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known):
Dean & Vestbrook, N.Y.

Construction material iron

Alterations (with dates) none

Condition ihials o4

=

Moved no Date

Acreage

Setting In _a wooded cross. ing over

Millers River, with heights on N.
side, lower land on S.

UTM REFERENCE Recorded by Sherrill Foster

USGS QUANDRANGLE Organization _Wendell Hist. Commission 1
' |

SCALE . Date _ oct 25. 1985
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( ERV.90)

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Bridge over the Millers River at Farley, built in 1889 by the New York

firm of Dean & Westbrook is a pin-connected Pratt Through truss bridge. It is
the only known example in Massachusetts to use the Phoenix Iron Company's

patented wro ught-iron '"Phoenix columns'. The bridge also retains its two
richly-ornamented name plates on the portals at either end of the bridge.
Placque reads:...Wendell Selectmen S. C. Ballou, A. Baker, G. A. Merchant.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design f
structures within the community. N g Feawre e cyaiuate in teowsiof oflE

There are 6 trusses on each side of the bridge. In the center these trusses
cross, becoming an X. The end trusses start from the base of the bridge and
angle towards the banks of the river.

Other towns had the Iron truss bridge, a very large one was at Sunderland
(destroyed in 1936 flood.) '""The March 1936 flood (was) the worst to hit the CT
valley up to that time. Bridges at Greenfield and Montague City went, crashing
against other bridges until none stood for 10 miles to Sunderland.'" Harry A. Wright
Story of Western Mass. 1949. p624.

The Bridge at Sunderland was a long Iron truss bridge. Thus the selectmen were
aware of other bridges of this style, and knew their sturdiness.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of
A bl p of structure and how the structure relates

The bridge was necessary to the economic advantage of the community. Erving
had numerous manufacturing mills for which Wendell supplied the raw material (wood)
and the personnel to run these mills. There was also in the 19th C. much 'piece
work' the braiding of palm leaf and straw to create hats. Earlier there was
wool, leather goods, and so forth. As late as 1949, the quantity of lumber
prepared in Wendell was 1,258,000 feet. (Wright:p.857.)

|
l
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o NN ERVING /WENDELL

ration Eer;eg Village, Town of Erving

ser Towns of Erving and Wendell

e 1889

irce of date Flaque on bridge

.ginal ownerTowns of Erving and Wendell

jigner Dean & Westbrook, New York.

1ilable to public Yes

4. Type o4 " 1 p - Pimensions  Span 1§h ;P:

Construction material Wransht 4ran
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6. History (continue on reverse side) This bridge was built because two enterprising
business men, J.B. and D.E. Farley, built a paper mill and knitting mill on the Wendell)
or south side of the river, They built houses for their help theres but their own "commod-
lous dwellings" were built on the Erving side, on high ground overlooking the river and
the factories., Hence the need for a bridge,

In 1936, flood waters rose 18 inches over the floor of the bridge. The approach on
the Erving side was washed out, but the btridge remained intact,

AT the 1981 town meeting money was voted for inspection of, and repairs to , this

bridge, Tighe and Bond, of Holyoke prepared a report on the bridge in July, 1981.

7. 1Indicate location of structure in Footage of structure from street ~————
relation to cross sts., other structures b
or permanent po:.nts of reference

Recorder

o ‘ Forgw Nmﬁ&mﬁ Cmvmm
o . a??ey.':v S S Photo ‘ Datéﬁ?lxry' ( (7é§ A

SEE REVERSE SIDE

Exactly at end of Bridge. Street in
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7. History, cont.

Quoting from their report: "Rridge Street bridge is a single span "Through

Pratt Truss", bullt by Dean and Westbrook of New York in 1889. - ‘---appears to
be constructed thrmughout oftwrought iron. A1 j01nts on the structure were assembled
with large threaded steel pins. The compression members were fabricated from rolled
shapes and rlveted together to form a.nearly tubular shape. The tension members on the
truss were made from either circular rods, or square or flat stock with ends enlarged
to fit around the steel pins at each joint. The ends of the compression members, how=
ever, are held in place with large castings which were made to fit integral with
gach joint of the truss.
After minimal repairs the bridge would be posted, as followwst
Type H load 2 I
Type 3 load 5T,

8. ~Bibliography- LIPe-ne load 77T,

RESTRICTIONS

T

Deed Information: Book number Page ’ Registry of Deeds
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY

Municipality: Erwng/%&odd\ District:_2

Street name/Rt. #:_ Facley Road
- Over ke
Street name/Rt. #:_Mlleco Rwer

Bridge key #:_MUN2|6OO4100 Photo ##s:_11.O-4. (O2:22A-20A
Bridge plan #:_ E-10-G/WAGS

Common/historic name: Fa“\e‘é)b"df‘}

Current owner:

UTM coordinates: AASHTO rating: %2 (3-308%)
36 36 36 36 36 35 35 36 36 36 36 36 35 3 36 36 36 35 36 36 36 6 36 36 35 36 36 3 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 36 3 3 36 36 3 36 36 36 3 36 36 36 36 36 36 3 I 36 36 K K

*
National Register status (insert date) ¥ Field rating:
¥*
. i *
Entered: Pgtent:f.ai!.z i @ > 1
Eligible: Non-eligible: s .
*

************************************************************************
Date built (source): 1883 (plate)
3

Date(s) rebuilt (source):
Builder (source): "Dean & Weshrod NY. (g‘n\&

Designer (source):
************************************************************************
Structural type/materials: 1O - : ; '
on-connected, &- panel, Peatt throogp troos; S hero i it Pcme,\o Bl

‘l-oerfimen‘ Phoeax coloma compresoion members - end Poo\‘e‘uﬂoer chordo, opper \n‘rera\ oxmkc,

and intecior troos verticalo. floor beams ace ended From lower panel points bxé \°0f>ed cod U-
han%aro. Pheenix. cdomn members are socket ed nto 1ron cn&|n% blocks ot Pnne-‘ Pcm‘o. AE%ebm' lower
chord. die- forged
foogh‘s oo %ram{e robble masonry *abu“ men"o
Overall length: 122 Deck width/layout:i@:¢<mﬁﬂx}; L lane
Skew: -
Main unit, # spans: i lengths:_{I7'
Approaches, # spans:___ - lengths: -
Plaguesy 2 location: ceﬁufdcrxpm4ﬂ-§mﬁo

Alterations, unusual features, comments:

+imber o&mn%era and deck, P\an\co r‘eeen“ removed | dave for 4 md\kwa a\oﬁ%NEcm
teovo. all woden elements had ondovbiedl been ref)“aced AUmelens Hives dance 89

all mekal a\emen% ok bndge appear to be omg)\mx\.
Ou*oi'andm%. w\\d\éProgf\ed bodldecs P\ax”eo on both Po:“a‘o_




































