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Inventory No: MNT.920    

Historic Name: Turners Falls Bridge 

Common Name: Avenue A Bridge over Connecticut River 

Address:

City/Town: Montague 

Village/Neighborhood: Turner's Falls 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s): Other Engineering; Other Transportation 

Significance: Art; Engineering; Transportation 

Area(s):
MNT.F: Avenue A Area
MNT.G: Riverside
MNT.H: Turner's Falls Historic District

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (5/10/1982) 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
(http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)  

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS 
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR 
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL 
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT A PROJECT NOTIFICATION 
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc) 
under the subject heading "MHC Forms." 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 

This file was accessed on: 

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY | L J A \ M T . ^ 

M u n i c i p a l i t y : Q l l / N l o n U y D i s t r i c t : e. 

S t r e e t name/Rt. # i Avenue A' 
Over | . 

S t r e e t name/Rt. # i Conoeciicol >Wr, b S M "Rlc. 

B r i d g e key # i S3I£I7QQOIOQ Photo ##s: 36^A-tQA 
B r i d g e p l a n #: G - ^ - I Q / H - 2 8 - 5 1 

C o m m o n / h i s t o r i c name: Turoero T&llo"bridge ____ 

C u r r e n t owner: 

UTM c o o r d i n a t e s : AAOHTQ rating: G8o 

N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r s t a t u s ( i n s e r t d a t e ) 2 F i e l d r a t i n g : _ 
TOCTJ era 7a U H R H X>- * 

E n t e r e d : 5 / io / sa P o t e n t i a l : I (2) 2 1 

E l i g i b l e : N o n - e l i g i b l e : J 

Date b u i l t ( s o u r c e ) : Mo7-5o. (pUnn plaigjuQ 
D a t e ( s ) r e b u i l t ( s o u r c e ) i 
B u i l d e r ( s o u r c e ) : "Daniel O' ConneHo Sooo (p layed 
D e s i g n e r ( s o u r c e ) : MDPW (pi aoo - D O opeoftc d e s taper i n d t c d e d ' ) 

• • • • • " i f * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
S t r u c t u r a l t y p e / m a t e r i a l s : <*CR, SOS, "boz 
Main - o - t s p a o C O O T I O U O O S oiooje- mler5ec4ioo uo i lb verhcaU W a r r e n deck4rooo ( uo r l l i h a u o c h e d 

l a m e r c b o r d o over 4he. 4voo mfermediaAe piers. ~ R w e i e d v sWei. 
2. abroach opaoo - parallel ckord , riveied oiraje-ioleroeohoo OJiln aHernale venvcalo VMarrco 

deck 4roooet>. simple t>paoo, one a.4 end, one a& end oC o main t^aoo. 
Plus i oieel ©Tcioojsr -approach op°0 od end over former rabroad -spue line. 
" R e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e p i e r o n o d a b o l m e o l o . Haio p i e r o + a r e o o i d e , a n d a d o a l l ^ h a o e T - b e a m o 

O v e r a l l l e n g t h : \iyb" Deck w i d t h / l a y o u t : 5fU 
Skew: £-5° 
Main u n i t , # spans : _ _ 5 _ l e n g t h s : i (2 < W , g.<gMQQ' 
Approaches, # spans t ?> l e n g t h s : . 
P l a q u e : 2. l o c a t i o n : p l̂ono ol VW(, SE endo conbnuouo -rruos spaoo. 
A l t e r a t i o n s , u n u s u a l f e a t u r e s , comments: 
"* -\o carru^be roadau^deck befojeen 4r>e endo of 4he z»d̂ ac<sn̂ s decic -^^^^o . "ftie 4ioo piero >0 . 

dhe rvuerbed are bolb o\ooe-fWcedCP'ero SjM"). ^»er=> S-*5 nseatooe 4r,e Woo ane* roaW*a4o Wm.nak 
to Arl Tteco-erLle oiepped palooo ornamented u j^h eaĉ eo, chteldo, and reososedRioted paneJo. Goad 
Ar\ "Deco o4eeT reulvry^on -foo-os apanoj open-panel reinforced-concrjeie Arl ~"bec© cjoardnailo 
•̂ ppr jroacheo-

"^a4ioq j
_Repo4 noied! canlroli»no element severely<d«4e«~ioral«ci Concrete d e c k c^Nv 

t>pe»n "The d e c k b a a "Dince been relx»tt . 



V i s u a l q u a l i t y (bridge and s e t t i n g ) * High Y Average Low 
S i t e i n t e g r i t y : Retained x Violated 

Describe! "Dramoiic, I O O Q crooomo^ o f rodcu Connectieo\ "RuKir bed ^uo-i beiouo iqi2.-»5 
concrete ~Torr»er-> TuHo darr>. Leado (corn ujooded . K»«* QitJ ^>\de doujn \o \-a\z. R — ccn'ora pUno«d 
todoairial cx>mrr*jr>(^ c £ H o r n e r b Tallo, crooomc^-lh«. pouoer canal aod a former rai l road ©po~ 
befve êxrrMoâ oOj oA 4ha head o f 4be uillaoeo moi<") "oWex. 
History of bridge and s i t e i 

"The s/iHaoe o f "Turnero r"allo L O O O laid oo\ ao planned i n d o o T n a l comorvo^uu. to 4he. tftfcOo, 
urvlijuno, Car>d reboildioa^) cx 1790=> darr> aod Oauicyihao canexl "KD provide 4he u u a 3 e r p o u o e r W 
d n v t a oer i eo o f millo. T)eoeloprrverA o f 4be cj^rry-nooila uoa^ o l o u J e d W,*^- oooerltad financial 
coodiWoDo fcilouoina^e Gv/AWar, boi picked vjp io4be\ao^ decodes o( ^Ke. ceo ta r^TW. 
Viltaae reached. Ao peat, o f financial prooperA^ \r> 4heCcnai c^uarWr of 4he 4uocnhe\h osrAon^. 

The preoerA deck, i rooo br-tdc\e mao fjoded under 4be Ecnert^encu^"Keiief Appropriation^ 
AeJ- o f 192)5,--ooe of 4he f K m v a j o Tederal measure o -Voker, \ 0 «mplou^ Americano on cooJirud\oO 
•pro^do dorioo^4be Qrea\ "Pepresolot). 

Sources! 

Piano ROT 
VIOIOT 

"R^ W8l Ocboovfeld 

* * * * * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * » * • * # * * * * * • * * * * * * * * * * • * * 

Summary s t a t e m e n t o f s i g n i f i c a n c e ! 
Tiad (ujrtb T)-<i>-3/t)-oa-l . 4he 5onder!ar̂ "5ric4oeJ aod W-1-\Z/H- 19-18. 4he. Modlê - No»ta»m^/CoWiO 

Goolid^e. Memorial "fendo*.") ao 4he - aideoi l°i omoje- mleroechon Warren deck4-rot>o br»dĉ t> 
in 4he tYI>PW daU baoa. I T tndudeo 4he tooojoi oinaje dectZ-irooo -spaa O W ) identified m4he 

and •Opao amoriô  bridc^.3 of all, druciurai f̂ *=> ii^ed m 
data, baoe. A opod example cJ vernacular f\A"Deoo bridge det>ipp) m a (curL^ dramatic ?e4hna^ 
b i .T can T rooTcLn 4hc beo'f ê jampte. oi ACT " be jeo bncia .̂ deoiaji m 4be dafa. bcioe. 4b'e Tdre"lswer 
"bridoe. ir> Qo«nca- WewvDo4h CQ-'-'/^-O^-0-

A -fcicyiiCicaoT c^rjribcriir.^eiemeo'l OJ^hir, 4hc "Tvjroero pm-, KlcCTional "Reojoler ^i-sloricT^ioWici^ 
and obeciCicalL iderAified as -5ocb m 4he HX nominaTioO 

S t a t e m e n t p r e p a r e d by! % JKoper , Date-, g.̂  Hex'. Racb 
* * * • * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * » * • * * * • * » # * * * * » * * 

F i e l d s u r v e y byt ^.d~Ro^er HDPW Ui^onc""undr^-^ OpecialiaT D a t e i 17 X.L 
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MDPW RECOMMENDATION - NATIONAL REGISTER E L I G I B I L I T Y 

M u n i c i p a l i t y S t r e e t on NO. 

B r i d g e ; CiU/Monlaouc Avenue A / C o n o e d c J "R , pooler canal, C.-4-to/M-2fta\ 
and former "b£ K XR. -spur 

H i s t o r i c e v a l u a t i o n 

S i g n i f i c a n t because : 

1) Unusua l or unique type conLnuouo, •wnaje- interjection Warren dLeolctruaa y 

or r a r e s u r v i v o r of common type 

2) E a r l y example of type 

3) Des ign - V a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n to b r i d g e technology 

4) R e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y x* 

5) B u i l d e r known and important 

6) B r i d g e h i s t o r i c a l l y important to a r e a X 

Not s i g n i f i c a n t because : 

1) Common type ' 

2) Pos t -1931 1^57-

3) Des ign - no c o n t r i b u t i o n to b r i d g e technology 

4) I n t e g r i t y l o s t because o f : a) a l t e r a t i o n s 

b) d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 

5) B u i l d e r unimportant or not known KDPw 

6) No known s i g n i f i c a n c e i n a r e a 

X Potentially eligible 
individually,' and a coryl rtbuiioa 
eiemenf in 4heTornero"rallo NXRD. 
Comments: 

Not eligible 

X 

Not eligible individually, 
but located 

Tied ao H^-oidesf cj^ IcS oir>oje-irjteraecfvor> \Narreo declc f r o s o brido^o 10 4he, KDPVvJ data, ta-
Xriclodeo 4he looc^tA (.^^' ) d e c k frotjo span , and 4he _ \onc^t *par> of n o ^ s ^ r o c i o r a l f^ p e • 

i d e n t i f i e d \r> 4he dsaa baoe. A baodroart vernacotar Arf "beco bridge, o.r>d a oioniCican't element 
ujvth«n 3tn e o t a b l i o b e d HX. lb-stone"District • 

&\ Nor R 8 G 
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS C-4-to/M-Z8-_l 

SRDSTOM 3.8 Ml 
iBRATTLEBORO. VT I 7 Ml 6469 // NE 
T BERNARDSTON 3 6 Ml (BERNARDSTON) 

701 32'30" '02 5 Ml TO MAS-
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DETER? II NAT! ON OF (MIC OPINION) 

TO: 5-^73y ^ 
/ +• RETURN TO REVIEWER BY _ _ _ _ _ _ 

FROM: CO- £*i*-fU (DATE) 

TE: ^ g / g 7 

TOWN: <S/// / % o ^ / 4 g a c 

PROPERTY: 4-/o//j-J7 Av**>o<. A c ^ r / y A 
[NAME AND ADDRESS] " 1 ~ /£vZ^ 

Does t h i s p roper ty meet the c r i t e r i a £„r NR e l i g i b i l i t y ? - ^ >. 

• NO - . . : 

A. C r i t e r i a 
a. events 
b . l i v e s 
c. cha r ac t e r i s t i c s " 
d . in format ion 

B. Local •.- S t a t e N a t i o n a l -

Statement o f S ign i f i cance : OR Why not e l i g i b l e ? 

Q D O E LETTER WRITTEN FILED IN'ER FILE 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 8, 1987 

Mr. James A. Walsh 
Div i s ion Administrat ion 
Federal Highway .Administration 
Transportation Systems Center 
55 Broadway - 10th Floor 
Cambridge, MA 02142 

ATTN: Mr. H. Pearlman 

RE: Warren Deck Trusses, National Register E l i g i b i l i t y 

Dear Mr. Walsh: 

The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Ccrrmission has reviewed the h i s t o r i c bridge 
inventory forms prepared by the Massachusetts Department of Public Works. The 
MHC concurs w i t h the pre l iminary f ind ing of the MCFW that the fol lowing bridges 
appear to meet c r i t e r i a for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s to r i c Places. 

Deer f ie ld /Greenf ie ld D-6-6/G-12-28 B 8 M R.R. over Deerfield River & 
Montague Ci ty Rd. 

1912 four spans Warren Deck truss w i t h alternate v e r t i c a l s . V i r t u a l l y 
unaltered landmark Long Span Railroad Bridge. Incorporates deta i led abutments 
and piers from e a r l i e r bridge on th i s s i t e . 

Canton C-2-9 Chapman St. over Conrail 

1888 wrought i ron Warren Deck truss bridge was previously reviewed by the MHC 
and was determined to be p o t e n t i a l l y e l i g i b l e (August 30, 1986). 

Gill/Montague G-4-1 OAl-2 8-31 Avenue A over Connecticut River 

80 Boylston Street, Bosion, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



1937 three spans s ing le - in te rsec t ion Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . A 
landmark vernacular Art Deco bridge has the longest (449 feet) deck truss span 
in the s ta te . This bridge is a con t r ibu t ing element w i t h i n Turners Fa l l s 
National Register His to r ic D i s t r i c t . 

Ludlow/Springfield L-16-8/S-24-2 State Rte. 21 (Center S t . ) over 
Chicopee River 

1930 main span is a s ing le - in te rsec t ion w i t h ve r t i ca l s Warren deck truss. Six 
approaches are deck plate g i rde r s . Retains most of i t s Neo Classical l i g h t 
standards and concrete guard r a i l s designed by Waddell & Hardesty. 

The MHC concurs wi th the pre l iminary findings of MDPW that the fol lowing bridge 
does not appear to meet c r i t e r i a for l i s t i n g i n the National Register of 
His to r i c Places. 

Agawam/Springfield A-5-1/S-24-5 U.S. Rte. 5 over Connecticut River 

1953 seven spans Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . Less than 50 years o ld . 

Dalton D - l - 2 Housatonic St . over Housatonic 

River 

1962 Warren deck truss w i t h al ternate v e r t i c a l s . Less than 50 years o l d . 

Deer f ie ld /Greenf ie ld D-6-2/G-12-3 U.S. Rte. 5 over Dser f i e l d River 
1930 Warren deck truss w i t h al ternate v e r t i c a l s . Art Deco de t a i l s , t yp i ca l 
example of common type. 

Deerfield/Montague D-6-22 McClellan Farm Rd. over 
Connecticut River 

1918 three spans Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . Altered and undistinguished 
example of th i s type. 

Deer field/Sunder land D-6-3/S-32-1 State Rte. 116 over Connecticut 
River 

1937 s ix spans Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . Typical Art Deco design. 



MMT- <?za 
B 5 M Railroad over Green River 

1918 three spans Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . Bridge is al tered; however, 
i t is adjacent to pending National Register property (Newton St. School). 

Huntington H-27-20 State Rte. 112 over Westland River 

1940 two spans Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . Less than 50 years o l d . 

Pepperell P-6-13 Prescott St. over N i s s i t t i s i t River 

1932 double-intersection Warren deck truss. Anon-standard design composed of 
reused s teel forming non-indentical trusses. 

< 

Greenfield G-12-66 

North Adams N-14-18 State Rte. 8 over Hoosic River & B 
8 M R.R. 

1941 one span Warren deck truss w i t h v e r t i c a l s . Less than 50 years o l d . 
Nbn-contributing element w i t h i n Freight Yard National Register H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t . 

Springfield/W. Spr ingf ie ld S-24-3/W-21-2 U.S. Rte. 204/ParkAve. over 
Connecticut River 

1925 seven spans Warren deck truss w i t h alternate v e r t i c a l s . Bridge was 
previously reviewed by MEC and determined not e l i g i b l e on December 7, 1982. 

Williamstown W-37-13 U.S. Rte. 7 over Hoosic River and 
B & M Railroad 

1933 Main span Warren deck truss. Bridge was previously reviewed by MHC and 
determined not e l i g i b l e on July 7, 1980. 

Worcester W-44-43 Perm Central R.R. over Southbridge 
St. 

1918 s ing le - in te rsec t ion w i t h ve r t i c a l s Warren deck truss. Typical example of 
a common type. Located i n turn-of-century i n d u s t r i a l area. Survey information 
insuf f i c ien t to judge at present whether National Regis te r -e l ig ib le area exis ts 
or i f bridge would contribute to a National Register h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . . 


