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Inventory No: WSF.941    

Historic Name: NY, NH & H Railroad Bridge #60.36 

Common Name: Pioneer Valley Railroad Bridge over Westfield Rvr 

Address:

City/Town: Westfield 

Village/Neighborhood: Westfield 

Local No:

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s):

Use(s):
Other Engineering; Other Rail Related; Other 
Transportation 

Significance: Engineering; Transportation 

Area(s):
WSF.M: Elm Street
WSF.N: Westfield Center Historic District

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (6/25/2013) 

  

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing 
projects to scan records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic 
Places nominations for Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to 
this resource may be available in digital format at this time. 

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database 
records and related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should 
note that there may be a considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the 
appearance of related information in MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS 
database are made available as scanned images. Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's 
public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.  

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer 
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* MASSHIGHWAY HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY * 

Town/City: \Neo\C\e\d m MHD Dist:_£ 
F a c i l i t y Carried: P\oneer 

Over ~~ ~-5 
Features Intersected: NNe3Wie\d.~̂ ioer 
Structure Number: = Photo ##: T T f c , ^ g.45v2A-oG;̂ Ĝ.QO-o 
BDEPT#: NN-go-OFr-l B.I.N. : AASHTO (date) : 
Common/Historic Name: MY, HU i\V4 "RTc Uoe AG5, bridge*GQ-oG (old3* Gl^ 
************************************************* 
National Register e l i g i b i l i t y finding (by/date) : 

************************************************************************* 
Year Built (source) : \°dQ (pioAe^) 

Years Rebuilt (source) : r e u o e d Wig CHY,NU & H "R.R. b r i d g e b o H 

Builder (source) : " rbooVon " b r i d g e Worbt> ( p i t t U ^ 

Designer (source): 
************************************************************************* 
Structural Type/Material: " 5 \ 0 ( > 0 
' Z -^pan, r\oeied o^eei, doobie-\rrreroecv\vor> oJiib bip- ̂ o d s o o - v jerhcalo V\lncrer> ^hrcxjoh irooo. 
Opcr> P\oor^ oir,p^e-Track. "RR. Itoe oo brtdo^.. C o l u o i o r i o ^ r o i o nr»d a o b - u e r ^ o x U ih er>dpaoe\a. 

Coocrc ie . p i e r - HabtArr>eo\ i o \aro^.-block c^raniW r s ob l a r l e n a j b e n e d a o d ra.it>ed uiil'o 

concrete-, "o abu\merA fieri oeeo . 

Structure Length: 32.5 Length of Maximum Span: \Co\ 
Skew: Deck Width Out to Out: 
Main Unit, # Spans: 2. Lengths: 
Approaches, # Spans: - Lengths: -
Plaque: j . Location: e n d p o o l o£ t )\^\-Trues. 

Alterations, unusual features, comments: 

L m d e d . i r v o p e c h o o -Cram o f ^ A h e b r t d a e d i d noi reoezvl zxriu^obviiouo a l W - a k o n o , beupcx 

+bev rowttino^ o£ W l ^ . 

file:///Neo/C/e/d


Visual Quality (bridge/setting) : High S Average Low 
Site Integrity: Retained Lessened / Violated 
Site Description: t)Wb ĉ orne\c<-̂ df frot>oeo io irlrilcvoc^ aojainoi 4be u^oaded 
nuecbanico dfre^dnino^W-j oof -fin*, builf e,\emeo\o of ourroorxiirico ar-e leoo impressive--
^rofbV ujorktnĉ 'RX dÂ d 4oV\, foondaTiano and rernnnrrio of1 (ĵ r»p factories, uiarebou&es 
alonc^riuerbanlcs 5 . ofarida^.. 

History o f Bridge and Site: 
Hy . HU d W Xfc. bndae I\c4 sa.y> boi(f C o r * SZ.G>OQ. \ o r i g ina l ooeto^i d^oW »Vj 

4We bridae qiG.QSrt lbs. 

Sources: W W "RR bndcjL UcA ( b l u e p r i n t cop^vo HHT> "brvdoy S e c k o n ) 
RR Ho W a n o & e i d M e r n r n a o n o d tteor^o. daco t *^ , ATex^boob on Hoofs and "bridges: "ParfjL 
Plans ^ndgja^De^vop , 4 ^ E d - (\qo£) pp. 35G-57-, a n d 541> Etf.Cvtt£) p?. 370-76. 
OBH iq.£S phoioS 
******************************************** 
Summary Statement o f Significance: 

A ooell-pc"eoerved. e x a m p l e o f a n u n c o m m o n m o a l fcooo b r - i d a s f V o e Ibe CAVJ 

double- infer s e c t i o n b a r r e n uoi lh ouh-vferTiccds fbrooajo V r o s s — u s e d jSctmarr lu f o r ra t i road 
b r t d a e o n r o o o d 4be f o r n o f 4be c e n t u r y Th»o u>ao r i d f b e moo t c o m m o o U wed n u e i e d 
4 r o s s W p « even arr>ocx\4be r a i \ r o a d b r i d a l s o f 4haA p e r i o d , a s s m a j e - in+ersecttoo \»erotoi-)3 
o f 4be b a r r e n , 'rVaft, P a r W c r , n o d " b a l f i more - f roso 4 u p e o u_>ere p r e f e r r e d . T.V »S oo f 
fcnouin b o a i roani^ r a i l r e a d b n d a e o o f -fb*t> ur i commco "f^pe. of i l l e * i o f in M o s s a c h o s e 4 t o . 
There a r e ( houjeuer, J^usi T dodo ie - in tersec t ion W a r r e n t b r o s j ah I r o o s bndae-a ide e d »o 
4be Mm) d a t a b a s e , a n d Z o f f b eoe 7 u f i l r z e sob-ver t i ca ls . O n e o f 4heae C fcHfc - t f rO 
i O a l i a h f l u ^ b u i l f i q o i h i ahooau^bnda^ . l o l b a o f o o ' , 4be o l h e r i s a . r n n s s i u e l ^ c o o o f r u c r e d , 
d o o o l e - b a r r e l e d r a i l r o a d b n d a e b o i l l ir> W o r c e s t e r >r» ia,io.~The w e s f f i e l d 
br idoe. io oirn tUr fo f h e o e b o f \s dis\»nqo»dbed b^ i f s m o l l t p W -span's a n d i t s use o f a n 
Open T l o o r tju^rlern. X n an a4Vraciiv;e b u l -oocneuikal a H e r e d l a n d s c a p e -ae^inc^ 

Statement Prepared By: C d T H o p e r Date: t-\Q-qg> 
************************************************************************* 
Field Survey By: Q.d T a p p e r . MrVD U\ o n e I b n d q e C5peeialirrV Date: 8 " u P ~ o T 

• • . . . . . . . 



W-25-OfF-l 
MT TOM Q<MT>. 

42°07'30" 
72°45" 42'30" 

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 

Control by USGS, USC&GS, and Massachusetts Geodetic Survey 
Topography by planetable surveys 1934. Revised from aerial 
photographs taken 1971. Field checked 1972 
Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grid based on Massachusetts coordinate system, main land zone 
1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid, 
zone 18 
Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown 

Revisions shown in purple compiled in cooperation with the State of 
t>"2ssacnusetts agencies from aerial photographs taner, 1975 and other 
STurce oata. This information not field checked. Map ed'ted 1979 

\ 
19 M I L S 1 

UTM GRID AND 1979 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLINATION AT C E N T E R OF S H E E T 
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MHD HISTORIC BRIDGE INVENTORY 
MHD RECOMMENDATION - NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY 

Municipality On/Over 
Bridge; Weomeid 'Pioneer 

BDEPT# 

Historic evaluation 
Significant because: 

1) Unusual 0r unique/ type doob\e.-iOTe.roecl"iori NNacreo t-xi/ y 
•gjob-gerricals 4hra;_oh 4roOt> 

Early example of type 
Design - valuable contribution to bridge technology 
Retains integrity 
Builder known and important "Docfion "bndo^NNorbs 

Bridge h i s t o r i c a l l y important to area 
Not significant because: 

1) Common type 
2) Less than 50 years old 
3) Design - no contribution to bridge technology 
4) Integrity lessened because of: alterations 

deterioration 
5) Builder unimportant or not known 
6) No known significance in area 

S Potentially e l i g i b l e 
Not e l i g i b l e individually, 
but located 

Not e l i g i b l e 
Conditionally not el i g i b l e ; 
review when 50 years old 

Comments: A. eoeM -preoecvjed. e,*.arr>pW of ac> O O C O I T V . T ) C O rn&\ai Vroso br»d<^4up.j. 

Prepared by: ̂ .AR.oper, V\Ut> '*Vo\onc~bcvdcieSpecial Date: 7-lo-Rs 



BRIDGE Inventory Form # 

NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY OPINION 

TO: Betsy Friedberg 
DATE 11/4/95 
FROM: W. Smith 

RETURN TO REVIEWER 

DATE 

TOWN: Westfield 

PROPERTY: (W-25-off-l) Pioneer VaUey RaU Road over Westfield River 

(MHD NO. AND ADDRESS) 

COMMON/HISTORIC NAME: NY, NH, & H RAILROAD LINE # 65.36 

1. Does this property meet the criteria for National Register eligibility? 

Individually YES X 

NO 

A. Criteria 
A Events 
B. Lives 
C. Characteristics 
D. Information 

As a contributing element in a 
National Register District? 

Located within, or adjacent to a 
historic district or potentially 
eligible historic district? 

More information needed 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

B. Level 
Local State 

2. Statement of Significance or why not eligible? 

National 

1910 Two spans, riveted double intersection with hip and sub verticals Warren through truss. Concrete pier 
and abutments are large granite ashlar blocks. 

An unaltered example of an uncommon bridge type. One of eight double intersection Warren though truss 
bridges in Massachusetts and one of three Warren through truss bridges that has sub verticals members. 

Deterrnination of Eligibility Letter Written Filed in ER File (Date) 

Co^COjl^ . iiJt>< V l b O A C-L-V - K f ^ i ^ u f j - , 



December 11, 1995 

M r Donald E Hammer The Commonweal th of Massachusetts 
Divis ion Administrator Wil l iam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Federal Highway Administration Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Transportation Systems Center 
55 Broadway-10 Floor 
Cambridge, M A 02142 

A T T N . : Mr. Edwin P. Holahan 

R E : Massachusetts Bridges, National Register El ig ibi l i ty 

Dear Mr . Hammer: 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission has reviewed the historic bridge inventory forms prepared by the Massachusetts 
Highway Department and offer the fol lowing comments. 

The Massachusetts His tor ica l Commiss ion has reviewed the historic bridge inventory form prepared by the 
Massachusetts Highway Department and concurs with the pre l iminary finding of the M H D that the fo l lowing 
bridge appears to meet criteria for l is t ing in the Nat ional Register of Histor ic Places. 

Westfield W-25-off-l Pioneer Valley Rai l Road over Westfield River 

1910 Two spans, riveted double intersection with hip sub verticals Warren through truss. Abutments are constructed o f 
large granite ashlar blocks. A n unaltered example of an uncommon bridge type. One of only eight double intersection 
Warren through truss bridges in Massachusetts and one of three Warren truss bridges that has sub vertical members. 

The following bridges did not appear to meet Nat ional Register cr i ter ia for ind iv idua l l ist ing .However, the bridges 
are w i th in , or adjacent to an historic distr ict or potentially eligible historic district, and plans for replacement 
should take into consideration potential impact to adjacent properties. 

Boston B-16-237 State 2A/Massachusetts Avenue over Commonwealth Avenue 

Bridge is within the Back Bay National Register Historic District, Back Bay Architectural District, and the Commonwealth 
Ave Ma l l Local Landmark District. 

Cummington C-21-4 Plainfield Road over Westfield River 

Bridge is adjacent to late 18th century\19th century rural village of Cummington. 

Groton/Pepperell G-14-5/P-6-1 State 119 over Nashua River 

Bridge is adjacent to potentially eligible historic district (inventory nos. Gro. 73 and Gro. 74) 

Townsend T-7-1 South Street over Squannacook River 

Bridge is located within the Townsend Harbor Local Historic District 

220 M o r r i s s e y B o u l e v a r d , B o s t o n , Massachuset ts 02125 • (617) 727 -8470 
Fax : (617 ) 727-5128 T D D : 1-800-392-6090 


