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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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CONDITION
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(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

□ Moved Original Site

The Monadnock Mills historic district -- including factory structures, 
associated buildings, and housing units -- encompasses an area that 

extends for about one-eighth of a mile along the.southwest bank of the 
Sugar River from the Broad Street bridge to the former Sullivan Manu­
facturing Company complex at the intersection of Water and Main Streets. 
Also considered a part of the Monadnock district are several more 
structures situated on the northeast bank of the river, between the Broad 
Street bridge and the former company-owned steel girder footbridge, just 
below the first falls, behind the former Mill No. 2.

The northeast boundary of the district begins at the current City of Clare 
mont Water Department garage between the Sugar River and Washington 
Street; thence, it runs as an imaginary line paralleling Washington Street 
in a south-easterly direction until it reaches Broad Street behind the 
former Store House No.3, (No. 57 Broad Street) currently occupied by 
A . & M. Automotive Parts. The line then follows Broad Street in a 
s outherly direction by the bridge over the Sugar River to the second 
s treet on the northwe st side --Crescent Street. The district boundary 
next extends northwest nearly the length of this street, for approximately 
3 00 yards to the former Store House No. 1 (No. 37 Main Street), today 
owned and occupied by Nicholas C. Marro Plumbing and Heating Co.,
Inc. At the southwest corner of this building, the line extends for 150 
feet slightly northwest until it intersects with Water Street, at which 
point it makes a right-angle turn to the northwest on Water Street, in 
front of the former Mill No, 3. At the southeast corner of Mill No. 3^ 
(No. 29-33 Water Street) presently owned by Andron Corp. , about 300 

feet along the street the still imaginary line turns at right-angles once 
more and plunges down a driveway to the northeast back toward the Sugar 
River, with which it intersects in roughly 200 feet. Upon reaching the 
river, the district boundary follows it to the southeast to a point directly 
behind the large ell section of the former Mill No. 2, currently owned by 
Philip Wainshal. Here the line makes its final turn to the northeast di­
rectly toward the Water Department garage to the point where it com­
menced. Included in the district is Water Street, which extends on a 
northwest-southeast axis, including street address nos. 11-33, on the 
northeast side, buildings fronting on Crescent Street on the southwest 
side, and buildings at the southeast end facing on Broad Street.

Buildings

At the center of the Monadnock Mills district, between Water Street and
the Sugar River is a line of connected red-brick factory buildings (ap-

(see continuation sheet #1)
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proximately 575 feet in length) dating Irons 1831 to c. 190 0. Proceeding along 
the street from the northwest to the southeast, the first building is a large 
four-story flat-roofed weaving mill, roughly 200 feet long, erected in 1892 
Designated by company officials as Mill No. 3, it displays a panelled front 
central stair tower, and a top story, added in c. 1900. Behind this structure 
along a small street known as Mill Road, were a store house, waste house 
and weave shed, the latter of which has survived intact to the present time.

The next major structure, joined to Mill No. 3 by a one-story weave shed 
umt (c. 1880), is the original Mill No. 2, constructed in 185 3 at a time when 
the company was undergoing considerable expansion. Four and one-half 
stories in height, it is topped by a steep-pitched slate roof, punctured by an 
e ongated trap-door monitor of the type commonly found in New England tex­
tile mills of the day. Attached to the front facade of the building is a stair 
tower. The windows are all 12/l2 double sash, and feature granite lintels 
and sills. Along the ridgepole of the roof are unsightly metal ventilators, 
added in the twentieth century. Attached to the rear (Sugar River) facade of 
the building is a large flat-roofed six-story ell (c. 1912) which, it is evident 
from a 1909 insurance plan, replaced a wooden water-closet tower and a 
s mall boiler hous e .

Proceeding along Water Street, one next reaches the flat-roofed two-story 
connector unit between MiU No. 2 and Mill No. 1 which was erected in 1874 
for the bleaching and finishing of texl^y^^jroods. Mill No. 1, the oldest struc­
ture in the complex, was erected iA^844 by the parent Sugar River Manufac­
turing Company, and has been only slightly altered on the exterior over the 
years. Four and one half stories tall, and topped by a medium-pitched slate 
roof, this structure is nearly identical in mass to Mill No. 2, and with this 
later btiilding lends a balance to the architectural composition formed by all 
of the connected structures along this side of Water Street. Like Mill No. 2 
Mill No. 1 exhibits 12/l2 double sash windows with granite lintels and sills, 
eaves dentil moldings, and gable returns accented in granite. At the front 
center of this factory is a pitched roof stair tower with loading doors posi­
tioned to service each story. At the north corner of the building is a square, 
flat-roofed tower, appended in c. 1900. The northeast (Sugar River) facade 
^ free of attachments today, but an 1857 lithograph of Claremont gives visual 
evidence of the former presence of a wooden water closet tower. This same 
print also shows at roof center a Georgian-style bell cupola, which, alhougl 
t long ago disappeared, did leave,behind its lower supporting box stage.
This may still be seen, although covered with modern asphalt siding.

(see continuation sheet #2)
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Last in the line, completing the Water Street complex are three connected 
structures, identified in the 1909 insurance plan as the. picker house, the 
cloth room building, and the bleach house. The first of these dates from 
c. 1880, but is currently in the process of demolition by its owner, and 
therefore not pertinent for commentary. The second, a bland flat-roofed 
three-story block, was constructed in 188 0, first as a bleachery, before the 
later conversion. The third -- one-story tall but otherwise similar -- was 
e rected in c. 19 00.

Between Crescent and Water Streets, also aligned on a northwest-southeast 
axis, are a series of buildings , all in one way or another, associated directly 
with the productive life of the main factory complex. Beginning at the north­
east end is the one-time Store House No. 1 (No. 37 Main Street), which was 
bmlt originally with one story. In recent years , it has taken a second story, 
and has been exposed to so much modernization, that its original character 
has been lost. The company office building (c. 1910) beside it has experienced 
a better fate and has survived virtually intact to the present day. One story, 
with a hipped roof of slate, this structure features an open-front porch 
reminiscent of the earlier Bracketed Style of architecture. Neat in construc- 
:ion and compact in design, the office building occupies a vital spot near the 
center of the factory complex.

Proceeding 100 feet further down Crescent Street to the southeast, one next 
reaches a pair of identical two-story overseer's houses, (Nos. 31-33 and

brick-work details, appear to date from about the
time c. 1845. Situated right on the street, each of these
housing units was split down the middle in order to accommodate two families 
Each also possesseskitchen units on either end, which in themselves are 
rather unusual features. Usually these are found attached to the rear of mill 
louses of the period; however, in this instance, the floor plan was altered 
very likely because of the limited lot size and the hillside site. These houses 
ire the last remaining of several believed at one time to have been directly 
lonnected with or actually owned by the Monadnock Mills.

Next to the overseer's houses, and dating from about the same time, is a 
three-story pitched-roofed building that originally served the combined pur­
poses of a store house (No. 5) and boarding house. The 1909 insurance plan 
indicates that this structure once possessed dormer windows and chimneys 
along the ridgepole, but these are no longer in evidence. Attached to the 
rear is a one-story store house, designated on the plan as No. 4. Directly

(see continuation sheet #3)
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abbuting, at Nos, 1-6 Crescent Street, is athree-story wooden tenement 
structure, waich clearly housed Monadnock workers, but was apparently 
not owned by the company. At the southeast ends of Crescent and Water 
Streets, on Broad Street, is a modern gas station -- the sole intrusion into 
an otherwise unspoiled 19th century mill site.

To the northeast, across the Sugar River behind Mill No. 2, is a tall stack 
and a complex of smaller buildings and sheds, today owned by the City of 
Claremont and Utilgas. This collection of one-story brick and wooden struc 
^res -- once accommodating a gas works (1859), fuel storage, and a power 
house (c. 1866) -- has little architectural worth, but is interesting for its 
technological and industrial history. About 100 yards up the river on the 
same side, however, is old Mill No. 3 (Store House No. 3 in 1909) (No. 57 
Broad Street), a curious and unusual gambrel-roof structure acquired* by 
the Monadnock Company in 185 6. Known also as the Sunapee Mill, it was 
built in 1843-44 as a cotton factory. The current roof, with its pitched-roof 
dormers, heavy cornices and dentil molding strips, very likely replaced an 
earlier vintage pitched-roof, characteristically found atop textile mill struc­
tures of that period and design.

O ecupancy

The single cotton textile corporation which developed the complex and related 
buildings was dissolved in 19G3, so that ownership today is in the hands of 
several different businesses and private parties. Included are a lumber 
company, a woolen supplier, a furniture company, a moving business, a 
paper supply company, a woven label manufacturer, a re-upholstering con­
cern, an automotive parts supply store, and other small firms. The building 
thus serve a number of appropriate adaptive uses, although their respective 
futures are very unce rtain.
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Architecture 
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Military 
Music

□
□
□

□
□
□
□

□
□

Political. 
Religion/Phi- 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Industrial

The Monadnock Mills Company, whose buildings and landholdings, com­
prise the Monadnock Mills Company district, was once the largest and 
one of the oldest textile manufacturers in the upper Connecticut River 
Valley. It had its origins in 1831 when the New Hampshire Legislature 
granted to Leonard Jarvis, Joseph T. Adams, and Russell Jarvis and 
their associates, a charter under the name of the "Sugar River Manu­
facturing Company," for the purpose of manufacturing cotton and woolen 
goods in the town of Claremont. About 1836, spurred on by local com­
petition, this company expended $25,000 for the purchase of land, wa­
ter-power rights, and the erection of a large four-story factory building 
[Mill No. 1), and the first tenement and boarding houses. Then, due to 
lational economic depression and the exhaustion of funds, construction 
vas halted, and no further progress was made until 1843. At that time 
he entire interests were sold to Parker, Wilder & Parker, and others of 
Boston, who completed the mill and put in machinery for the production 
6f cotton sheeting. Business was actively commenced in the next year.

In 1846, by act of the legislature, the name of the company was changed to 
that of "Monadnock Mills." In 1853, the company acquired property on 
the north side of the Sugar River, increased its capital stock, and erectec 
Mill No. 2, equal in capacity to Mill No. 1, The Sunapee Mill (1843-44) '
was purchas ed in 185 6, and the gas works were constructed in 1859.
Over the subsequent years, the company prospered, the labor force was 
increased, and product diversification was encouraged. The mill com­
plex was further enlarged, and the bleaching process was added in 1875 
to his 1886 History of Cheshire and Sullivan Counties, New Hamnshire.
□ .H. Hurd provides useful data about the company:------------------------------

This mill produces annuaUy 2,255, 500 yards of cotton cloth, 
rom one to three yards wide, ninety-four thousand Marseilles 

quilts , employs five hundred hands, and its average pay-roll 
IS ten thousand dollars per month.
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