The following property is a component of the Hudson Highlands Multiple
Property Resource Area. The cover form for the multiple resource area is
filed under Dutchess County. The resource area includes properties in
Duichess, Orange. Putnam, Rockland and Westchester Counties. Please note
that the individual nomination-registration forms were not preparcd for the
58 properties and historic districts that are components of the multiple
resource area. Instead, the documentation was provided on expanded
Building-Structure or District Inventory Forms.

Please see the cover form for contextual information about the components
of the Hudson Highland Multiple Resource Area.
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UNIQUE SITE No. D83 - 05- D025
QUAD
SERIES
NEG, NO.

BUILDING-STRUCTURE INYENTORY FORM

DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERWVATION
NEW YORE STATE PARKS AND RECREATION
ALBANY, NEW YORK [(515) 4740479

YOUR NAME:-Elise M Barey = DATE:_ 4/29/82

YOUR ADDRESS: Cedzr La. ,Bhinebeck, N.¥. TELEPHONE

ORGAMNIEZEATION (if any )

IDENTIFICATICMN

BUILDING NAME (5}; Bear Mountain Bridge and foll house
r‘rum‘r‘:*;hm'-* Al ITY: Stony Point LT
STREET LOCATION: - Reeb/ass ovar HhidSon Rider S
DWHERSHIF: o, public CEX b private [l
PRESENT OWNER:B.Y.5.Bridge suthority ADDRESS: Highland N Y.
6. USE: , Original: _bridge/toll house Present; __Same
T, ACCESSIRILITY T PURLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Tes X Ne O

Interior accessible:  Explain __boll houge-duping buginess hours

Lhof L Bl —

RESEIRION : Toll house e =
#. RUILDING 2. claphoard E I stone &b c. brick L} d. ‘board and F.en L]
MATERIAL: e, cobblestone [ . chingles [1 g stucco [ other: 3teal
O STRUCTUREAL 2, wod frame with interlocking joints H
SYETEM k. wood frame with light members [
{1l Emowen) . IMasoary load |l|.':|.'||'-|_'. walls EX-tell house
d. metal {explain)
e. other_ gteel towers and wire gables
16, COMITION: a. excellent [ b. pood DEE oo Toir d. deterigrated [
11, INTEGRITY 3. original site XA b. moved [ if =0,when?

¢, st magor alterations and dates [ known):

12, FHOTD: 13. MAF:

gee gLtizched maps




14, THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known EX b. zoning C c. roads Ll

d. developers L] e. deterioration |
f. athear: e
15, RELATEDR OUTBUILIMNGS AND PROPERTY: =

a. barn T b. carriage house [ c. garage [
d.privy O e.shed [ f. greenhouse [
g. shop 0 h. gardens T

i, landscape features:
. other;  toll house

16, SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING  {check more than one if necessary):
a.open lznd Gk b, woadland k.
c. scattered buildings [
d. densely built-up 3 e pommergial £1

f. industrial CJ_ g, residential [
h. other: Hudson River

7. INTERRELATIONSHIF OF BUILIMMG AMD SURROUNDINGS:
{Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district)
The Bear Mountain Bridge spang the Hudson River from Anthony's Nose on
the east to Popolopen Creek and Fort Clinton on the west. The toll house
faces north. It is situated at the western end of the span with aodern
toll booths west ot it. The Palisades Interstate Ferk begins at the

14 U"Fﬁ‘iﬁ Eﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁnﬁﬁg%ﬁ]_ﬁ_ﬁ%#ﬁ% %ﬁfhﬁﬂud‘]h intenor features if known):

The specifications for the bridge called for a suspension bridge across

the Hudson Hiver having steel towers with a suspension span and wire

cables to be located three miles above Peekskill and ferty-five miles

from Times Square.The main spen was 32 ft.longer than that of the Williamsburg

bridge, which was the longest suspension beidge in the world, in 1922.

The bridge rises 153 fi. above the Hudson River. The itwo steel towers
SIGMIFICANCE

_____ IPILANCE ) soe continuation sheet
19, DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: _ 1523-24% l: )

apcHiTeey:  Pridge- Howard C.Baind; unknown

BUILDER: Terry & Tench Construction Co., (arey Construction Co,

0. HIST A ,‘-.'\. IIITI-E"I'URA[ PPORTANCE:
i LE%{E‘ I'f- R1’~--1:‘F': State Legislature gutherized a privately owned Loll

hridge 1o be LL' Lt across the Hadson at Bear Mountain., It was the first
tridge built south of Albany. The Poughkeepsie railroad bridge was the
only other bridge on the river. The plans were approved by the State engineers
the War Dept., and the Falisades Interstate Fark Commission . It was the
first bridge built with steel cables. In order %o anchor the main cables,
large shafts were blasted into the mountzins on each side, 60ft. below
the surface en the east and 100 £t. on the west, removing 2,500 to

3,000 yarde of granits. The Harriman family, through the Bear Mountain -
Hudson River Bridge Co., built the bridge at a cost of $6,000,000.00.

Tt was begun on March 24,1923 and opened for traffic on Thanksgiving Day,
e {see continuation sheet)

The Historic Hudson. weol.2,no 2. ,June 152%.,'The Bear Mountain EBridge'

2. THEME:

. @arly-20th century bridge construction and deglen and commercial et
architecture



Higtoric Resources of the Hudson iignlands
Bear Mountain Bridge ang lell house
Rockland and Westchester Counties, NY

18. are 355 ft. above their foundation pilers which are set in solid rock on
the river banks.  These towers hold the 18 in. cables wnich support the
1632 f1. suspension span. The total length of the bridge is 2257 ft.. The
asphallic concrete roadway is 38 ft. wide with a 5 fu. sidewalk on each side.

The toll houge on the west sida of the Bear Mountain Bricdge is a
random-coursed, rustic sione structure composed of three parts: a cne and one-half
story gate keeper's residence, a three story tower and a single slory wing.
The entire structure is covered by a slate roof of an irregular pattern.

The main entrance to the gate keeper's residence is framed with light sand-
stone quolns and a keystone and is flanked by banks of melal casement windows.
The tower, with its pyramidal roof and oclagonal metal cupola separates the
“main block of the building from the smaller wing on the western end. The
north facade of the tower has a half timbered oriel with dilamond paned windows
projecting from the second story. The building also has shallow hipped roof
dormers and stone chimneys,

20. November 27,1924, In 1940 the State purchased it for $2,275,00G.00,
although originally the bridge was to revert to the 3tate at no cost after
30 years of private operatlon mhp Bear Mountain Brld ze is si qn1f¢udnt as a

: t
ThEUEtanT “’h%%% PGSPRESES IARI, LLIC Yetiion’ 1820 SLEPETARRERES 0

1mp0rtan ev
Tne toll house was begun and completed with the bridge., IP 1940

when the State purchased the tridge, voad and toll houses, 1t discontinued
uge of the road tecll gnd ceollected tolls from the bridge toll house.

Before 1940, the toll to cross the bridge was 80¢ for cars and driver plus
10¢ fop each passenger. Pedistrians also pald 10¢..In 1940 the flat rate
became 50%. This 1s the most inportant structure of 1ts ty»e in the survey
area, The architectural design is eclectic, contazining elements of the Tucdor,
Elizabethan and English cottage styles. Of note are the steep slate roof,
tower and stone construction. The toll house is a significant contributing

element to the Bear Mountain Bridge.
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The eastern boundary of the Bear Mountain Bridge and its right-of-way is
located 175 feet cast of the point where the bridge meets the eastern shore
of the Hudson River. From the center line of the bridge, the boundary cxtends
and 75 feet south perpendicular to the bridge. The 150 feet right-of-way
traverses the Hudson River to a point 450 fect west of the point where the
bridge meets the western shore of the river. The property is enclosed by
a rectangular right-of-way 150 feet wide north to south and 2257 feet long
east to west. The toll house is located on the west bank of the Hudson -
River just south of the bridge within the right-of-way.

Acreage 7.77.



Higtoric Hesources of the Hudson Highlands
Bear Mouptain Fridse and toll house
Rockland and Westchester Counties, NY

View of front fzeade of toll house on bridge
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BUILDING-STRUCTURE INVENTORY FORM | |\ Or1CE USE ONLY -
) O%705,a0se35
UNIQUE SITE No. 083 - 05 - OC?S{:—A e
DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION QUAD o 5
NEW YORK STATE PARKS AND RECREATION SERIES
ALBANY, NEW YORK (518) 474-0479 1 Jrsngaiy

YOUR ADDRESS:_Cedar La.,Rhinebeck, N.Y.TELEPHONE:_914-876-4931

ORGANIZATION (if any):

IDENTIFICATION T B T o T R el
BUILDING N 3 Bear Mountain Bridge and toll house
. COUNTY: RoC Tan G Mestchestgwn/cITy: _Stony Point/ Cortlandt

I
2

3. STREET LOCATION: _Rt.6/202 v =
4. OWNERSHIP: a. public [XX b private [J
5
6
7

. PRESENT OWNER:N.Y.S.Bridge Authority ADDRESS;Highland,NLY.

. USE: . Original: bridge/toll house - Present: ___Ssame

. ACCESSIBILITY TO- PUBLIC: Exterior visible from public road: Yes EX No D £ 23
ot < i Interior accessible: Explain tOll house durlng busz.ness hOUI‘S

DESCRIPTION < v 4i's Si. .. - - :

tol house

8. BUILDNG ‘ a. clapboard (] b. stone vi i bnck D . d. board and l*_cten D
MATLR]AL e. 'cobblestone D f shmg!es D g stucco D “other: steel
9, STRUCTURAL S la ‘wood frame w1th mterlockmgpmts D
. SYSTEM:. - - b. wood frame with hght members’ D ‘
. (if known)

. metal (explam) b '
. e..other__steel towers and wire cables
“a. excellent (1. b. good DZ]X ,faxr D d..deteriorated [}
a. ongmal site @ b moved .D :

‘10. CONDITION:
: INTEGRITY




14. THREATS TO BUILDING: a. none known EJ b.zoning ] c¢. roads (]

d. developers [J e. deterioration [
_ f. other: '
15. RELATED OUTBUILDINGS AND PROPERTY: , . R
: a. barn(J] b. carriage house (J c. garage (] e

d.privy (1 e.shed (J f. greenhouse (]

_ g. shop J  h. gardens (] o

o o i. landscape features: : e = e -
) ‘ j. other: _ t0ll house -

16. SURROUNDINGS OF THE BUILDING _(check more than one if necessary): -

a.open land [k b. woodland k3
c.scattered buildings (O~ .
. d. densely built-up [J e. commercial [J -

- f. industrial [J_ g. residential (J
h. other: Hudson River

17. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS:

" (Indicate if building or structure is in an historic district) iy T s
The Bear Mountain Bridge spans the Hudson River from Anthony's Nose on

the east to Popolopen Creek and Fort Clinton on the west. The toll house -

faces north. It is situated at the western end of the span with modern *-

toll booths west ot it. The Palisades -Interstate Park begins at the -5

18. oquﬁSEchz ﬁS%A%ﬁEtgﬁA%JR eo?ing’uﬁjlﬁﬁcl ARD §1Ql]'i~:th(ir9 udﬁg interior features if known): _

The specifications for the bridge called for a suspension bridge across - .

- the Hudson River having steel towers with a suspension span and wire

cables to be located three miles above Peekskill and forty-five miles '

from Times Square.The main span was 32 ft.longer than that of the Williamsburg
btridge, which was the longest suspension bridge in the world, in 1922, =5 -

. The bridge rises 153 ft. above the Hudson River
- SIGNIFICANCE S
~19.. DATE OF INITIAL,CONSTRUCTION: __1923-2% .

ridge- Howerd 3. Baird; wnknom

“~The two steel towers
(see continuation ‘sheet

- ARCHITECT:

g

'BUILDER..: - Terry & Tench Construction Co
ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE: ot
“toll

HISTQRICAL AN ( S g g
: 2 the:New York State legislature authorized a privately.owned
- bridge.to be -built across the Hudson at Bear Mountain. It was“the first s
;",bridge built south of Albany. ~The Poughkeepsie railroad 'br‘idg.'g‘zw:a,"s' “the
- - only other bridge on the river.  The plans were approved by the State engineer
- 7" : the War Dept., and the Palisades Interstate Park Commission .:4It was the . -
- .Tirst bridge built with steel cables. “In order to anchor the main cables,
- large shafts were blasted into the mountains on each side, 60ft. below
the surface on the east-and 100 ft. on the west, removing 2,500 to - .
3,000 yards of granite.: The Harriman family, through the Bear Mountain -
Hudson River Bridge Co., built the tridge at a cost of $6,000,000.00. - .-
It was begun on March 24,1923 and opened for traffic on Thanksgiving Day,-

~ ; ~ The Historic Hudson. vol}z,no‘é;,June 1923.,'The Bearwhouﬁtain'Bfiagé'
25, THEME: » ~oafke O gne Sl ERERR e R ety T E
. early-20th century bridge éqnstiuction and design and commercial -
_architecture S g Bl yeg e e e St e

e T e O R e i P T XTI m gty
et et e A A A R A e G e T TR




Historic Resources of the Hudson Highlands .
Bear ilountain Bridge and toll house
Rockland and Westchester Counties, NY

18. are 355 ft. above their foundation piers which are set in solid rock on
the river banks. , These towers hold the 18 in, cables which support the
1632 ft. suspension span. The total length of the bridge is 2257 ft.. The
asphaltic concrete roadway is 38 £t. wide with g 5 ft. sidewalk on each side.

. The toll-house on the west side of the Bear Mountain Bridge is a
randomn-coursed, rustic stone structure composed of three parts: a one and one-half
story gate keeper's residence, a three story tower and a single sto ¥ Wi
The entire structure is covered by a slate roof of an irregular patte
The main entrance to the gate keeper's residence is framed with light sand-
stone quoins and a keystone and is flanked by banks of metal casement windows.
The tower, with its pyramidal roof and octagonal metal cupola separates the

" main block of the building from the smaller wing on the western end. The
north facade of the tower has a half timbered oriel with diazmond paned windows
projecting from the second story. The building also has shallow hipped roof
dormers and stone chimneys.

20. November 27,1924, In 1940 the State purchased it for $2,275,000.00,
although originally the bridge was to revert to the State at no cost after
30 years of private operation.,The Bear Mountain Bridge is s;gn;?;can} as &
structure which possesses high+iivistic value, It 1§%also‘51%nl;1c nt . as an

important event In the history—o= tansportation in the Hudsof Highlands.

The toll house was begun and completed with the bridge. In 1940

when the State purchased the bridge, road and toll houses, it discontinued
use of the road toll and collected tolls from the bridge toll house.

Sefore 1940, the toll to cross the bridge was 80¢ for cars and driver plus
~0¢ for each passenger. DPedistrians also paid 10¢..In 1940 the flat rate
became 50¢. This is the most inportant structure of its type in the survey
area. The architectural design is eclectic, containing elements of the Tudor,
Elizabethan and English cottage styles. Of note are the steep slate roof,
tower and stone construction. The toll house is a significant contributing
element to the Bear Mountain Bridge.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The eastern boundary of the Bear Mountain Bridge and its right-of-way is
located 175 feet east of the point where the bridge meets the eastern shore
of the Hudson River. From the center line of the bridge, the boundary extends
and 75 feet south perpendicular to the bridge. The 150 feet right-of-way
traverses the Hudson River to a point 450 feet west of the point where the
bridge meets the western shore of the river. The property is enclosed by
a rectangular right-of-way 150 feet wide north to south and 2257 feet long
east to west. The toll house is located on *he west bank of the Hudson
River just south of the bridge within the right-of-way.

Acreage 7.77.



Historic Resources of the Hudson Highlands
Bear ountain Bridge and toll house
Rockland and Westchester Counties, NY

of toll house on bridge
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