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1. Name of Property

historic name URGER. canal tugboat

other name/site number

2. Location

street & town __________

city or town Waterford

state New York code NY

______________________  □ not for publication

___________________ __ □ vicinity

county Saratoga code 091^zipcode ________

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this S nomination
□ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
S meets □ do^ not m^t the ^tional Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
□ nationally B/tatevwjdB □ l0<*lly. ( ri/feee continuation sheet f^.§dd)lional con/nents.)

mWmffi ___ #
Signature ofi

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State^r Federal agency and bureau

T_____________ _
4. Natig^al Park Service Certification
I hereby ^rtity that the property is:

04ntered in the National Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ determined eligible for the
National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the

National Register.
□ removed from the National

Register.
□ other, (explain;) _____________

mature of the Date of Action



URGER. canal tugboat, Waterford.
Name of Property

Saratoga Co.. New York
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

O public-local

□ private

^ public-state

□ public-Federal

□ district

□ building(s)

□ site

13 structure

□ object

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

/

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATiON / water- reiated

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION / water-related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: canai tugboat

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _________________
walls

roof
other STEEL

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The tug Urger, built in 1901 and altered in several stages through 1949 is currently based at the Barge Canal maintenance 
facility in Waterford, New York near the eastern terminus of the Erie Division of the New York State Barge Canal. The tug, powered 
by a World War Il-era Atlas diesel, is built with a riveted steel hull and is 73’5" in overall length, 14’9" in beam and has a 9-foot draft. 
Displacement is rated at 45 tons gross, 30 tons net. Her Coast Guard registration number is 96562. Urger’s hull is fully molded. Her 
narrow entry lines, plumb stem, elliptical fantail, graceful sweeping sheerline and elongated length to beam ratio is characteristic of 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century steam tugs. Urger’s deckhouse is built with riveted steel sides and wood framed cambered 
cabin tops. The pilothouse is positioned at the forward end of the deckhouse and is raised several steps above the main deck. A short 
funnel with a round cross section rises above the cabin top midships, keeping the tug’s overall profile low, as required of tugs 
operating on the canal system. The Urger is painted in the deep blue and bright yellow colors traditionally used on the New York 
State Canal system since 1949.

The tug’s hull is built of molded steel frames, deck beams and riveted plates. The hull was "doubled" in 1939 with welded 
steel plates. Woven rope fenders are hung in the bow, the stem and along the sides. The engine compartment is situated midships. 
The main power plant is a 320 hp Atlas Imperial direct reversible diesel, purchased from the Navy and installed in 1948. It turns a 
three-blade 68" bronze propeller with a 40" pitch and a left hand rotation. The engine has six cylinders with 11.5- inch bores and 15- 
inch strokes. A diesel generator, air tanks, pumps and other mechanical equipment are also located in this compartment. Urger is still 
a "bell boat," that is the engine is not controlled from the pilothouse, as is standard practice today, but by an engineer stationed in the 
engine room based on bell signals from the pilot. Fuel tanks are located forward of the engine compartment and on either side of the 
propeller shaft aft.

The main deck is continuous and built of steel plate and surrounded by riveted bulwarks. The deckhouse occupies most of its 
surface. A large original bit is positioned in the bow several feet aft of the stem. The upper surface is cast with the builder’s name and 
1901 date of constmction. Four smaller bits, two to a side, are positioned against the bulwarks. A large double towing bit is located 
aft of the deckhouse. The bit caps bear the builder’s name and the date 1912. A raised wood deck in the stern covers the steering 
quadrant in the fantail.

The deckhouse is built with riveted steel walls and is divided by bulkheads into four compartments. At the forward end is the 
raised pilothouse. The pilothouse is rectangular in plan and features square windows in the front and sides which open by sliding 
downward into pockets and smaller rectangular windows hinged on the aft side. Paneled wood doors are located at each side. The 
forward end of the pilothouse features a large name board with the tug’s name spelled out in large capital letters. A steel visor projects 
forward above the pilothouse windows. The cabin top is wood framed and surrounded by a fascia with rounded comers. It is 
currently surfaced with a large sheet of steel above a wood surface. A light bracket is positioned at the forward edge of the fascia 
directly above the visor. Brackets for port and starboard mnning lights are mounted at the rear comers of the cabin top. The interior 
of the pilothouse is finished in tongue and groove wainscoting painted gray and white. A thirty-inch diameter brass wheel and 
pedestal manufactured by the Dake Engine Co. of Grand Haven, Michigan is mounted front and center. A small brass rudder angle 
indicator mounted on a shelf below the front windows. Bell pulls and speaking tubes used in signaling changes in engine speed and 
direction are located on pilothouse sides forward of the doors. Hot water radiators are placed against the forward bulkhead. A built- 
in bench and cabinet are placed against the rear bulkhead.

The second compartment aft is the crew cabin with two sets of bunk wooden bunk beds. Divided rectangular steel doors are 
located at each side. Each side is lighted with two bronze portholes.

The third compartment is the upper engine room and the engineer’s station. Split steel doors and bronze portholes are located 
at both sides. The brass bell (gong) and jingles used to communicate pilot instructions to the engineer are mounted on the forward 
bulkhead. The main propulsion engine occupies most of the lower engine room leaving the upper engine room largely unobstructed. 
The upper portions of the engine are exposed at this level. Rocker arms and push rods are the most conspicuous elements seen at deck 
level. An expanded steel catwalk runs along the starboard side of the upper engine room and connects with a steel platform at the aft 
side. A longitudinal steel beam mounted below the deck beams of the cabin top can be used in conjunction with chain falls for the
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handling of heavy engine components. Exhaust risers connect the engine manifolds with the funnel. A steel ladder provides access to 
the lower engine room.

The fourth major compartment is the galley. The galley is entered by split doors at both sides and features bronze portholes 
at the sides and rectangular windows in the after bulkhead. A gas stove, refrigerator and sink are placed against the aft bulkhead and 
built-in counter and cabinets are located against the forward bulkhead. The interior is finished with painted wainscoting. A raised 
monitor with rectangular windows covers portions of both the galley and the upper engine room. The tug’s head occupies a narrrow 
space on the port side between the upper engine room and the galley. An equivalent space on the starboard side is now fitted with a 
shower.

The cabin top aft of the pilothouse has a break at the bulkhead aft of the crew cabin where it steps down. It is encircled by a 
pipe and ball railing. Port and starboard name boards labeled "URGER" are mounted on the railing immediately aft of the pilothouse. 
The short exhaust funnel rises above the center of the cabin top. A small rotating ventilation scoop is mounted above the crew cabin. 
The monitor above the upper engine room and galley rises several feet above the surface of the top. A short hinged mast for towing 
lights and a flag is mounted above the after end of the cabin top. A short flag or jackstaff mounted in the bow carries a burgee when 
the Urgeris underway..
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.)

13 A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

13 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION

Period of Significance 
1901-1949

Significant Dates
1901: 1922: 1939: 1948-1949.

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Johnson Bros. Shipyard, Ferrvsburg. Michigan

9. Major Bibiiographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# __________________________
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

3 state Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other Name of repository:

NYS Div. for Hist. Preservation, Waterford, NY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The tugboat Urger, built in 1901 and purchased for service on the New York State Barge Canal system in 1922, satisfies 
Criterion A for her long and historic association with the development of New York State’s twentieth century canals. She also 
satisfies Criterion C as representation of evolving twentieth century marine technology Urger moved state dredges, derrick boats, 
barges, and scows, primarily on the Champlain Canal and eastern portion of the Erie Canal, from 1922 through 1986 when she was 
retired from heavy service. The 100-year-old tugboat now serves as the canal system’s ceremonial flagship, serving as a platform and 
focal point for educational programs, historic interpretation, and celebrations in canal-side communities throughout upstate New York.

The boat now named Urger was built in 1901 as the fish tug H. J. Dombos by the Johnson Brothers Shipyard and Boiler 
Works at Ferrysburg, Michigan. She was built for Verduin & Company of Grand Haven, on the opposite bank of the Grand River, 
and named after Henry J. Dornbos, one of the leading wholesale fish dealers in the region. After she was launched on June 12,1901, 
the Detroit Free Press reported that the "steel fishing tug Henry J. Dombos.... will be the finest boat in the local [Grand Haven] 
fishing fleet."' Seventy-five feet long and equipped with a 150 horsepower steam engine and boiler, the Dornbos was larger and more 
powerful than most of the other fish tugs in that section of Lake Michigan. Consequently, in addition to her usual duties setting and 
pulling gill nets, the Dombos was sometimes called for fisheries enforcement, towing, icebreaking, rescue, and salvage service. 
Around 1905, the Dombos and a pulling boat with a six-man crew from the U.S. Lifesaving Service effected a dramatic rescue of the 
tug Latham, which had lost its rudder in a severe storm. In 1907 she worked with another tug to break an ice jam near the mouth of 
the Grand River that threatened to flood the city of Grand Rapids, some 30 miles upstream.^

Historic photos indicate that the Dornbos had at least two deckhouse configurations during her service with the Verduin (also 
spelled Ver Duin) family. As with other Great Lakes fish tugs, her foredeck was covered by sloped “turtleback” enclosed by sides that 
ran to the top of the bulwarks. In one view, the roof of the turtleback forms a nearly straight line from the stempost to the underside of 
the pilothouse windows. In another, it appears taller and has a pronounced crown or reversed shear. That image also shows the tug’s 
fantail enclosed by an extension of the deckhouse that runs all the way to the rails, leaving only the midships portion of the deck open. 
Neither photo is dated, so it is difficult to tell which configuration came first, but the change probably followed a fire that consumed 
most of the tug’s wooden cabin.^

According to Barge Canal records, Johnson Brothers, the tug’s original builders, installed a new coal fired marine leg boiler 
in the Dombos in 1914, rated at 150 horsepower at 150 p.s.i."*

By 1919, the Verduin family decided that changing conditions in the local fisheries made the Dombros was too large and 
powerful to operate economically. Caleb, Louis, and Peter Verduin sold the tug and a portion of their waterfront property in Grand 
Haven, each buying a smaller vessel with the proceeds. The tug may have worked one more season as a fish tug based in Michigan 
City, Indiana before being converted to towing service.^

On August 19, 1920, the H.J. Dombos was renamed Urger, an event that probably signified her conversion from commercial 
fishing to towing.

On September 1, 1922, the New York State Department of Public Works purchased Urger fi-om Charles F. Avery of Penn 
Yan, NY for $23,000. The f/rger joined the “Empire State Navy,” a quickly assembled fleet of watercraft used to maintain the 
recently completed Barge Canal system.

' “New Fishing Tug Launched” Detroit Free Press, Marine Section (June 13, 1901).
^ These events are recounted in a 1988 letter from Claude Verduin, Grand Haven, Michigan, to Tom Prindle, Canal Traffic Agent, 
New York State Department of Transportation. The letter was accompanied by an undated newspaper clipping “When Seas Are 
High,” describing the Latham rescue, “Urger" file. New York State Canal Corporation, Albany.
^ The fire is mentioned in the letter from Verduin to Prindle, but the date of the event in not specified.
“ “Urger” data card, November, 1942, NYS Archives.
^ Verduin to Prindle letter.
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Authorized in 1903 and constructed between 1905 and 1918, the Barge Canal system was developed to increase the capacity 

of New York’s aging nineteenth century Erie, Champlain, Oswego, and Cayuga-Seneca Canals. The earlier canals relied on animal 
power to move barges through the state, but the Barge Canal was designed to accommodate motorized barges and tug and barge 
combinations. The system was completed shortly after the United States entered World War I. After a brief period of wartime federal 
control, operation of the canal reverted to the New York State Department of Public Works. In addition to tugs like Urger, the state 
assembled a considerable fleet of barges, scows, buoy tenders, derricks and dredges to maintain the canal and respond to accidents. 
The fleet has been continually improved and upgraded since the 1920s. Today, Urger is the oldest operational boat in the fleet.

The Barge Canal system failed to achieve it’s promoters’ optimistic tonnage expectations. Nevertheless, it played a 
significant role in New York State’s transportation network for decades. Freight volume approached five million tons between 1936 
and 1937 and peaked in 1951 at 5,211,472 tons. Thereafter, tonnage carried on the canals declined, particularly after the opening of 
the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1959.®

Urger’s physical evolution between 1922 and 1949 closely parallels the canal system’s most significant era in commercial 
transportation. The tug was employed continually during these years, and after, moving materials and machinery throughout the 
system.

An early photo the Urger in canal service, tentatively dated 1923, shows the tug breast towing a scow westbound past the 
Beach Nut plant at Canajoharie. The deckhouse and pilothouse are wood, but the turtleback over the bow and the deckhouse over the 
fantail that the Dornbos carried during its service as Great Lakes fish-tug have been removed to facilitate towing operations on the 
more protected waters of the canal.

One canal document states that the Urger was reconditioned in 1925-26, but the nature of that work is not specified. The tug 
was extensively reconditioned at the Waterford drydock in 1938-39. Its riveted steel hull was “doubled” with an outer skin of welded 
steel plates and the wood pilothouse and deckhouse were replaced with steel.^ The form, profile, and fenestration of the new 
superstructure were strikingly similar to those of its wooden predecessor. The most noticeable change was the addition of a low 
roofed cabin on the foredeck ahead of the pilothouse. Trapezoidal in plan (to follow the boat’s shearline) the house had rectangular 
windows and a door and probably stood above a companionway and ladder that led down into the forepeak.*

The Urger’s last major modifications occurred in 1948-1949 when crews at the Waterford shops removed her 150 
horsepower Niefey & Levy steam engine, Johnson Brothers Boiler, and associated steam equipment and replaced them with a war 
surplus 320 horsepower Atlas diesel purchased from the US Navy.® This modification paralleled trends in the commercial towing 
industry where dieselization and the availability of cheap surplus power plants promised operational savings, improved reliability, and 
increased power. Still, it is interesting to note that not all of the state’s fleet converted to diesel in this period. Several larger tugs and 
dredges retained steam power plants through the 1960s.

The six cylinder diesel was longer than the steam engine and boiler that it replaced. To accommodate the extra length and 
provide space in the engine room for an air compressor, air tanks, and other equipment associated with the diesel, the forward 
deckhouse was removed, the pilot house was moved well forward into the bows, and a new section of deckhouse was inserted behind 
the pilothouse where the crew’s quarters stand today. Judging from photographs, the successive addition of double hull plating and a

® For a table of annual tonnage on all NYS canals 19(X)-1995 see, Michele A. McFee, A Long Haul: The Story of the New York State 
Barge Canal (Fleishmanns, NY: Purple Mountain Press, 1998) p. 174
® Annual Report of the Superintendent For the Year 1938 (Albany: NY State Department of Public Works, 1939); Urger data card, 
9/2/44.
* Some former canal employees claim that this forward house served as the galley but surviving photographs show no indication of a 
stovepipe. The shadow of a weld line remains on the front of the pilothouse, indicating the shape and profile of the forward house.
® Annual Report of the Superintendent For the Year 1948 (Albany: NY State Department of Public Works, 1949) p. 149; Urger data 
cards [1948], February 1958, NYS Archives; Ralph Folger began work with the Canal System in Waterford in 1949, when the Urger 
was undergoing it’s refit. He recalls that steam engineer Joe Lavalle was in charge of replacing the tug’s engine. Videotaped interview 
with Ralph Folger, retired Chief of Floating Plant Maintenance, Waterford Canal Shops, November, 1988, NYS Museum.
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steel house (1938-39) and installing a larger engine and enlarging the steel house (1948-49) have made the Urger sit considerably 
lower in the water than she did in her early years as the Dombos.

The Urger came out of her 1949 rebuild with a new color scheme. In that year, the Department of Public Works replaced the 
two-tone gray paint jobs that most state vessels had carried since the 1920s with the distinctive “royal blue & gold” livery that still 
marks vessels of the New York State Canal system’s floating plant.

For almost all of her canal service, the Urger has been based in Waterford. From 1922 until 1986, when she was retired from 
heavy service, she worked throughout DPW/DOT Region 1 ~ the Champlain Canal from Waterford to Whitehall and the Erie Canal 
from Waterford to Amsterdam. The Urger was one of two “big” tugs in this section, along with the Governor Cleveland, purchased 
by the state in 1928. There were usually two slightly smaller tugs based in Waterford - the Amsterdam and the James K. Averill (later 
replaced by the Waterford) along with a pair of two-man tender tugs. The Waterford floating plant also included a dipper dredge 
(D.D. 2, the Pathfinder thorough 1984), a hydraulic dredge, three derrick boats, two quarters boats (barge mounted dormitories with 
galleys and dining halls for the dredge crews), and 18-20 dump scows and flat deck scows.

Typical work for the Urger included moving derrick boats and the big dipper dredge into position along with their associated 
quarters boat. Once the dredge was set up and went into operation, the tug moved a steady stream of dump scows full of dredged 
material to dumping grounds away from the main channel. The tug also ferried crews between the derrick boat, dredge, quarters boat, 
and shore. Although the hydraulic dredge and its quarters boat were usually moved into position by the more powerful Cleveland, the 
Urger took over in the Waterford Flight because her slender hull could fit side-by-side with dredge in locks and narrow channels.
Once it was in position, the hydraulic dredge’s crew and the long train of discharge pipe was serviced by the small tender tugs. State 
tugs were sometimes used to retrieve barges or commercial tugs that had run aground or broken down. Both the Urger and the 
Cleveland were used for ice breaking at the beginning and end of each navigation season. During the late 1960s, the Urger also 
pushed scows, loaded with oversized pieces of steel used in the construction of the U.S. Route 9 bridge at Crescent.'®

After her conversion to diesel, the Urger operated with a five man crew - Captain, Engineer, Oiler, Deckhand (sometimes 
classified as a Marine Helper), and a Cook. The standard work schedule was 5-1/2 eight hour days per week. During the week, the 
captain slept on the bench/bunk in the pilot house, the others on bunks in the crew’s quarters. The cook’s position was eliminated on 
all state tugs during the late 1950’s."

Urger still operates as a historic "bell boat." The engine cannot be controlled directly from the pilothouse and there is no 
engine room telegraph to communicate and confirm messages between the helmsman and engineer. Instead, the Urger's pilot signals 
his desire to have the engine start, speed-up, stop, or reverse to the engineer, stationed in the engine room, through a pre-arranged 
sequence of rings by pulling handles that are mechanically connected to a large gong and smaller bell located in the engine room. A 
speaking tube provides the only means for the engineer to communicate with the pilothouse, other than walking along the deck. To 
complicate matters further, the crankshaft of the Urger’s diesel engine is coupled directly to the propeller shaft. Lacking a gearbox, 
the only way to stop or reverse the boat is to stop the engine by closing the throttle, shutting off the air intake, and applying a 
pneumatic brake to the output shaft, then start the engine in reverse using a charge of compressed air. The whole process has to be 
reversed in order to go forward again. Bell signalling and the need to stop and reverse the engine for every change in direction means 
that the Urger’s maneuvers are deliberate and require a greater measure of forethought than those of more recent tugs equipped with 
reversible transmissions, diesel-electric, or hydraulic drive systems.

Urger was retired from active service in 1986 and moved to the Lyons drydock in 1988. In 1991, she began her new career 
as a goodwill ambassador for the canal system with a tour of 30 canal ports along the Erie division of the New York State Barge Canal 
sponsored by the New York State Alliance for Arts Education and the National Maritime Historical Society. After that tour, she 
returned to her homeport of Waterford and has been based there since.

'® Ralph Folger, video interview, November, 1988. Interview with Albert Patregnani, Urger deckhand and engineer, 1952-1987, 
Mechanicville, NY, August 7,2001, by Craig Williams, New York State Museum. For a more general description of the floating 
plant and its operations throughout the system, see McFee, pp. 125-43.
' Urger maintenance cards; Patregnani interview 8/7/2001.
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The Urger’s historical significance does not derive from singular events but from her long and steadfast service in the 

unglamorous but essential business of pushing the dredges, scows, and equipment needed to operate and maintain the largest state- 
owned canal system in the nation. With a classic turn-of-the-century hull shape and topsides and a full complement of mechanical 
equipment that remains unaltered since 1949, the Urger continues to be a familiar sight throughout the canal system, promoting a 
greater appreciation of New York’s historic usage of inland waterways.

Tug Urger - Significant Dates

June 12, 1901
August 19, 1920
September 1,1922
1938-39
1948-49
1986
1991

Launched as H.J. Dombos, Ferrysburg, MI. Placed in service as fish tug. Grand Haven, MI. 
Renamed t/rger- Probably coincided with conversion from fish tug to towing service. 
Purchased by NY State Department of Public Works for service on Barge Canal.
Hull doubled with welded steel plate, wood deckhouse replaced with steel.
Steam engine replaced with diesel. Pilothouse moved forward and deckhouse lengthened. 
Retired from “heavy” service.
Returned to service for educational programs and community events.
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URGER, canal tugboat, Waterford. 
Name of Property

Saratoga Co., New York
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 607333 4738817
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Zone Easting Northing

□See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Mark L. Peckham, National Register Prog.Coordinator and Duncan Hay, consultant to NYS Canal Corp. 

organization Division for Historic Preservation date July 31,2001

street & number P.O. Box 189, Peebles Island

city or town Waterford
telephone 518-237-8643x3258 

state NY zip code 12188

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name/title New York State Canal Corporation, c/o Wendy Allen

street & number P.O. Box 189

city or town Albany
telephone_

state NY zip code 12201

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Urger’s home berth is at the New York State Canal system’s Waterford Shops on the Erie Barge Canal in Waterford, 
New York. The nominated property consists solely of the tugboat, and the boundary is coterminous with the boat's perimeter 
which measures 73’5” in length and 15’4” in beam.

BOUNDARY JUSTMCATION

The nomination boundary includes only the perimeter of the tugboat since she is being nominated independently of the canal 
and its related environs.
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URGER, canal tugboat 
Waterford, Saratoga Co., New York

URGER, canal tugboat 
Waterford, Saratoga Co., New York

Key to Photographs:

Current photographs by: Mark Peckham, 2001 
Negatives at: NYS Div. for Historic Preservation

1. Bow and pilothouse.

2. Starboard profile.

3. Detail of fantail stern.

4. Crew cabin and pilothouse.

5. Pilothouse from exterior.

6. Interior of pilothouse.

7. Galley from exterior.

8. Atlas engine from upper engine room.

9. Atlas engine from lower engine room.

Historic photographs:

H-1 Starboard bow of Urger c. 1922. NYS Canal Corporation Collection.

H-2 Port bow of Urger c. 1922. NYS Canal Corporation Collection.

H-3 Detail of cabin and pilothouse c. 1922. NYS Canal Corporation Collection. 

H-4 Urger with breast tow on canal, 21 April, 1952. NYS Archives Collection.

H-5 Urger with scow on canal, 21 April, 1952. NYS Archives Collection.

H-6 Urger operating on canal, 21 April, 1952. NYS Archives Collection.

H-7 Urger with scow, starboard side, 21 April, 1952. NYS Archives Collection.

H-8 Bow and pilothouse, October, 1987. NYS Museum Collection.

H-9 Starboard side, October, 1987. NYS Museum Collection.

H-10 Stem quarter, October, 1987. NYS Museum Collection.

H-11 Interior of pilothouse, October, 1987. NYS Museum Collection.
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Louis R. Tomson 
Chairman

Nancy E. Carey 
Board Member

John R. Riedman 
Board Member
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New York State Thruway Authority

200 Southern Boulevard 
Post Office Box 189 

Albany. New York 12201-0189

John R. Platt 
Executive Director

Phone {518)436-2900 
TDD/TTY 1-800-253-6244 

Fax (518)471-5058

Oi AUB I 62001 -/

August 14, 2001 I ........ ,111,-1111-.....
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Ms. Ruth L. Pierpont, Director ‘
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Peebles Island, P.O. Box 180 
Waterford, New York 12188-0189

Dear Ms. Pierpont;

As Executive Director of the New York State Thruway Authority and Canal Corporation, I am 
writing to you today in support of the nomination of the tug Urger to the National and State 
Registers of Historic Places. The Urger is the flagship of our fleet of vessels operated on the 
524-mile Canal System, and is one of the oldest working vessels in the country.

As you know, the Urger was commissioned in July of 1901 as the Henry J. Dornbos, and spent 
the first two decades of her service on the Great Lakes. During that period, she was involved in 
distinguished rescues in hazardous conditions resulting in the saving of lives and property. She 
was described in the Detroit Free Press as “.. .the finest fishing boat in the local fishing fleet.” 
After her purchase by New York State in 1922, the renamed Urger provided almost 60 years of 
continuous service to citizens of the Empire State on the Barge Canal System. In 1991, the Urger 
was called back into service with a new mission; she is the focal point of a program to educate 
school children and adults about the importance of New York’s historic canal system, and the 
roie than our inland waterways have played in me lives of the people who li ve aiong xheiii.

We at the New York State Thruway and Canal Corporation feel that the tug Urger is histoncally 
significant. We appreciate the contributions she has made to the lasting success of the New York 
State Canal System. The role she plays today as our floating ambassador, allowing new 
generations of New Yorkers to relive the legacy of the canal, continues to be significant. I 
encourage you to vote to honor this extraordinary vessel by adding her to the Register of Historic
r»i_______________n tn 1 \rpar r»f cprvire

'John Platt 
Executive Director

New York State Canal Corporation


