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1. Name
historic

and/or common Grand Central Terminal & Park Avenue Vi-aductVExpdiisioir)

2. Location
street & number

71-105 East 42nd Street; Park Avenue between East 40th and East 42nd Streets
___not for publication

city, town New York . vicinity of oengreeeiwwl'dwtiiiali

state New York code county New York code

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agricuiture museum
X building(s) private unoccupied X ■ commercial park
X structure X... both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object Nh- in process yes: restricted government scientific

NR being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial X transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Pennsylvania Central Transportation Company

street & number 466 Lexington Avenue

city, town New York . vicinity of state New York

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New York County Register's Office

street & number 31 Chambers Street

city, town New York state New York 10007

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Landmarks Preservation Commission 

title <'LP-0266; T.P-1127^ has this property been determined elegible? . yes X no

date August 2, 1967; September 23, 1980 . federai - state ___county X local

depository for survey records Landmarks Preservation Commission

city, town New York state New York 10007



7. Description
Condition
___excellent
-X. good 

fair

Check one
. deteriorated ___unaltered
. ruins ^ altered
.unexposed

Check one
^ original site 

___moved date Nft

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The nomination includes Grand Central Terminal at 71-105 East 42nd Street, which 
was designated a National Historic Landmark on December 8, 1976, The Park Avenue Viaduct, 
which is connected to the upper story of the terminal on the south facade, is being added 
to the nomination. Located in the center of Park Aye. and beginning at the north end of 
40th St., the viaduct rises over a distance of two blocks to meet the elevated roadway on 
on the south facade of Grand Central Terminal. A continuation sheet describes the viaduct.
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Located in the heart of midtown Manhattan, the Park Avenue Viaduct is 
situated in Pershing Square at Park Avenue and 42nd Street. The stone and 
iron viaduct begins at 40th Street at the opening of the Belmont Tunnel, 
ascends on a gradual incline over 41st and 42nd Streets, and joins the 
upper story of Grand Central Terminal on the south facade. Traffic runs 
around the terminal on terraced drives and descends to street level at 
45th Street, tunneling under the New York Central Building (1928) and 
continuing up Park Avenue. Heavy cross-town traffic passes under the 
viaduct on 42nd Street.

The design of the viaduct is French in character, with low, broad spanning 
arches and substantial supporting piers. Almost 600 feet long, the viaduct 
was designed with three arches separated by granite piers. A granite-faced 
ramp crowned by stone balustrades serves as the approach to the viaduct 
between 40th and 41st Streets. The piers, which flank the central arch on 
both sides of the bridg^are marked by central projections ornamented with 
a wide, carved foliate frieze. Each pier is crowned by an iron lamp post, 
an element that also appears on the elevated roadways around the terminal.
The arch spandrels are sheathed with panels of sheet metal and crowned by 
an iron railing composed of plain and foliate panels. A section of this 
railing on the west side of the 42nd Street arch has been replaced by 
metal bars. Plaques marked with the words "Pershing Square" crown each 
arch on both sides of the bridge.

Originally, all three arches of the Park Avenue Viaduct were left open, 
with the trusses exposed, and at one time a trolley line ran underneath. The 
central arch was enclosed by a steel and glass brick structure in 1939, 
when the city opened the New York City Convention and Visitors' Bureau 
under the central section of the bridge. This structure, fronted by a contemporary 
glass enclosure on the north side, now serves temporarily as an employment 
office. A cement block enclosure on the north end of the 41st Street arch 
and a wire fence on the south end of the arch further alter the original 
appearance of the viaduct. The iron-clad arches have recently been painted 
green.
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The Park Avenue Viaduct is significant as an essential component of 
the complex circulation system that was planned for Grand Central Terminal. 
Constructed in 1917-19, the viaduct was designed in 1912 by Warren & Wetmore.
It was conceived as part of the original 1903 plan for the station by the 
firm of Reed & Stern. Completion of the bridge in 1919 marked the culmination 
of the terminal construction and the opening of an important connector 
establishing Park Avenue as a continuous north/south thoroughfare. The 
viaduct is an important element on Park Avenue and provides a striking 
visual approach to Grand Central Terminal, one of New York's most distinguished 
buildings. Together with the terminal and many of the surrounding buildings 
in the Grand Central Zone, the viaduct reflects a carefully related scheme 
that is the finest example of Beaux-Arts civic planning in New York City.

Essential to the success of the terminal design was an innovative circu­
lation system designed for the ultimate convenience of pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic. It included two levels of electrified tracks, a series of ramps 
instead of stairs, terraced drives, and a connecting viaduct. The viaduct 
was designed as an integral part of the terminal's circulation system. It 
is important to the design of the station itself and reflects the compre­
hensive nature of Beaux-Arts design and planning. The influence of the 
Ecole des Beaux-Arts, established in Paris in 1816, and the "Beaux-Arts 
Style" was widespread in America at the turn of the century. Many Beaux- 
Arts principles and planning techniques had impact in America. Most 
influentialjjperhbps, was the monumental classicism that characterized 
the architecture and plan of the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in 
Chicago. The exposition demonstrated,for the first time in the United 
State^, the powerful effect of monumental scale, axial planning, and 
clearly definedsystems of circulation. The overall design of Grand 
Central Terminal, including the connecting viaduct and the neighboring buildings, 
is a superb example of these principles.'

Characteristic of Beaux-Arts design, each part of the terminal scheme is 
related to the whole. The station, both a literal and allegorical gateway 
to the city, occupies an important axial location on Park Avenue and is the 
focal point from the south of this wide boulevard. A clearly defined axis 
directed toward such a fixed point is characteristic of Beaux-Arts planning.
The viaduct approach to the terminal emphasizes the station's prominent 
position at the junction of Park Avenue and 42nd Street. The elevated 
roadways are a clear reflection of the analytical approach of the Beaux-Arts 
school to problems of circulation.

The viaduct is an excellent example of the work of Warren & Wetmore, 
one of New York's most prestigious, accomplished, and prolific architectural 
firms. The terminal and viaduct complacls one'of the firm's most innovative 
and successful designs, one which continues to function admirably today.

iJ
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