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1. Name
historic Ruhle Road Stone Arch Bridge
and'or common
2. Location
street & number Ruhle Road — not for publication
*

city, town Malta ___vicinity of
state New York code 036 county Saratoga code 091
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district _X_ public ____occupied —_ agriculture —__ museum
___ building(s) ___ private —__unoccupied —__ commercial — park
_X_structure __both NA_ work in progress — educational —_ private residence
—site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
____ object ____in process ____yes: restricted — government —_ scientific

—__ being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted — industrial —X_ transportation ’

NA —__no — military « —_other:
4. Owner of Property
name Town of Malta
street & number Malta Town Hall, RD 3
city, town Ballaton Spa ___ vicinity of state New York
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Saratoga County Clerks Office
street & number
city,town  Ballston Spa state New York
[ ] L] - 3
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
State-wide Historic Resource

title Inventory has this property been determined eligible? ___yes _X no
date 1987 ___federal _X state ___county ___local
depository for survey records Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza
city, town  Albany state New York




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

___excellent ____deteriorated _X_unaltered _ ¥ original site

_X good —___ruins ___ altered _____moved date = NA
___fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Stone Arch Bridge is located on Ruhle Road in the Town of
Malta, Saratoga County. Ruhle Road is a town-owned thoroughfare
which runs between Round Lake Road and State Route 67, parallel to
the Northway (Interstate 87). It is a lightly traveled, rural road
on which are located scattered farms and residences. The bridge
spans a deep ravine through which flows Ballston Creek, the outlet
of Ballston Lake on the west and inlet of Round Lake to the east.
The boundary of the bridge has been drawn to include all structural
elements of the bridge, which include foundations, abutments and
wing walls, spandrel walls and the roadbed.

(One contributing structure)

The area in which the Stone Arch Bridge is situated is a town
designated conservation zone. A detailed plan for a municipal
park/nature preserve, with the bridge as the focal point, has been
approved by the Malta Town Board. The plan includes acquisition of
56 acres surrounding the bridge. Eighty percent of this tract of
land, including that in the immediate vicinity of the bridge, is
heavily wooded and hilly. The creek flows through this scenic area
in a series of riffles and pools with easy access in some places
and steeply rising banks in others. The bridge will become part of
a pedestrian trail system winding through the park, with historic
and nature-interpretive markers along the way.

The bridge is a solid masonry structure with an arched roadway
supported by a single arch constructed of locally quarried stone.
The arch measures approximately 26 feet from the creek surface to
the apex of the arch and 23.5 feet between abutments. The arch
spanning the Ballston Creek is constructed using rough-dressed
voussoirs with a keystone. The spandrel walls of the bridge are
constructed of random coursed, rough dressed stone mortared into
place. The foundations and abutments are composed of larger
coursed stone carefully dressed for compact mortar joints. Over
the years the roadbed has been gradually raised and widened, with
steel guardrails installed along the sides. The abutments have
been shored-up with piling and one section faced with concrete in
order to stabilize the structure. As a result of gradual
deterioration of the roadbed in recent years, the bridge was closed
to traffic in May, 1986. With the exception of the external
stabilization measures applied to the structure, the bridge remains
intact with the majority of the spandrel walls and the stone arch
completely intact.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below ' N
____prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning — .. landscape architecture rel'lglon
_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____conservation e I§w ____ science
—_ 1500-1599 ___ agriculture -___economics S Iltgrature S scu!pture
1600-1699 _X architecture ___ education . military R socnal/. .
_ﬂ_ 1700-1799 ____art ___engineering —__ music humanitarian
‘;(_ 1800-1899 ____ commerce .___exploration/settiement ___ philosophy — theater _
_ 1900~ ____ communications . industry —_ politics/government transportatlion
o __ invention ____other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1873 Builder/Architect Elbin Miller

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Ruhle Road Bridge is architecturally significant as an
intact representative example of a rural vernacular stone arch
vehicular bridge in Saratoga County. Built c.1873 by area
residents as part of their annual obligation to work on Malta town
road improvements, the span is a high round-arched structure of
locally quarried stone. In its scale, design and materials, the
Ruhle Road Bridge is a notable example of traditional masonry
bridge construction techniques popular in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries and an extremely rare surviving example in
Saratoga County. The bridge retains a high degree of integrity
and is an important reminder of the development of rural Saratoga
County.

The Malta area was first settled in the mid-eighteenth
century with the organization of the town of Malta occurring on
March 3, 1802. The earliest permanent settlement, in the
southeast corner of the town around Maltaville, occurred when the
Saratoga Patent, an early land grant, was surveyed and made
available for purchase in 1752. With the completion of the
Kayaderosseras Patent survey in 1771, other eighteenth-century
settlements were made in the vicinities of Malta Ridge and
Saratoga Lake, along the east line of the town of Ballston and at
Dunning Street.

Malta developed as primarily an agricultural community with
no large population centers. The small settlements were, for the
most part, individually self-sufficient and remained so through
the first half of the nineteenth century, providing most of the
associated services needed for the farm economy. In the second
half-century, as the farmers turned from self-sufficiency toward
the growing of produce for the surrounding villages and cities,
the need arose for an expanded network of roads to transport the
produce to market. During this period, a settlement west of
Maltaville at Round Lake began to develop, giving rise to a
specific need for a road to connect that section of the town with
East Line. Local farmers proposed to extend Ruhle Road north
across Ballston Creek to the highway leading from Dunning Street
to East Line (now State Route 67).



9. Major Bibliographical References

Historic Highway Bridges in Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania:
Common Wealth of Pennsylvania, 1986.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _less than 1 acre
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Verbal boundary description and justification

_E_

The nominated structure's boundary is drawn to include all structural elements of the
bridge only including foundations, abutments, spandrel walls and road bed only. See Map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
NA
state code county code :

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  John A. Bonafide, Historic Preservation Program Assistant

organizationNYS Office of Parks, Recreation and HP date June 30, 1988

street & number Agency Bldg., 1, Empire State Plaza telephone  474-0479

city ortown Albany state New York

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
— national —X_ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclugion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park $ervice.

— . state

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

. : /\K ’
title Deputy Commissioner for Histo,é Pkservation date %Q/{‘W
/ / =5

For NP$ use only ‘i

| honby certify that thls property is included in the Natloml Register

Entered '.S,A"'V';um date %f/f/ 4

——

of the National Register

Attest:
Chief of Registration

GPO 911-399
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The first petition for the Ruhle Road extension was filed
with the Commissioners of Highways in 1866 by Elisha D. Miller,
whose farm was located at the north end of Ruhle Road. The
petition was signed by three other farmers "liable to be assessed
for highway labor" for the proposed road and bridge. A supportlng
petition was signed by fifteen freeholders of the town certifying
the need for the new road. These fifteen individuals were
similarly liable as residents of the highway district in which the
new road and costly bridge were to be located. It took a year for
the comm1551oners to reach a decision: the appllcatlon was "denied
and refused. Miller's son-in-law, John Ferris, one of the
s1gners, appealed the decision to the county judge, who upheld the
commissioners' decision. Ferris filed another application for an
extension of the road, the need for which was certified by twelve
"reputable freeholders" of the town. The petltlon was approved on
May 12, 1873. (1] Work on the road began immediately as
1nd1cated by an item in a local newspaper which stated: "The new
road leading from E.D.Miller's residence to the Ballston and
Dunning Street highway (State Route 67) has been surveyed and
recorded. It will cost the town at the lowest calculation $1,800
and will be ready for general use by fall."[2]

The builder of the Stone Arch Bridge was Elbin Miller, a
young man of 33 years. He lived and worked with his father,
Elisha D., on the famlly farm situated at the end of the road to
be extended.[3] Elbin and his fellow craftsmen, like other
farmers of the era, possessed many skills required by their trade,
1nc1ud1ng that of stone masonry. It is probable that Miller's
skill had been honed by work on the Rensselaer and Saratoga
Railroad (later the Delaware and Hudson). The railroad had been
put through Malta in the 1840's and subsequently was refurblshed
with stone bridges and other construction for heavy duty service
soon after the Civil War. Malta citizens appeared to have
appreciated the quality of Elbin Miller's work on the bridge. The
following year he contracted to do the grading for a new road

1. Record Book, Town of Malta, April, 1850 - December, 1931,
unpaged.
2. Saratoga Sentinel, May 29, 1973. unpaged.

3. Roy C . Miller, grandnephew of Elbin Miller, interviewed
by Jane D. Coffman (Malta, NY), August 15, 1973.
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leading west out of Round Lake and intersecting with Ruhle
Road.[4] Between 1883 and 1887 he served as Commissioner of
Highways for the Town of Malta.[5]

The construction technlque utilized by Miller and the local
residents was that tradltlonally used in stone arch bridge
constructlon since the early eighteenth century. The stone used
in the construction of the bridge was quarried by the farmers from
a field adjacent to the construction site. The construction craft
or practice employed by Miller required that the excavation and
placement of the foundation be accomplished first. In small
bridges with single spans, such as the Ruhle Road bridge, the
foundations and abutments were built first while larger span
bridges required the piers to be constructed first. The next
section of the bridge to be executed was the arch. To accomplish
this, Miller constructed a temporary support system, called a
center or centering. The center was composed of wooden ribs
spanned by planking or laggings which would support the stone work
of the arch. The end of the centering would rest upon the
abutments. The correct design of the centering was paramount to
the stability of the completed arch and bridge. Once in place the
arch, composed of voussoirs and keystones, and the spandrel walls
were constructed In this construction process the stones would
be fitted into place dry and then mortared to ensure the correct
fit. As with most masonry construction of the day, the mortar
joints employed by Miller were well packed and as small as
possible to ensure stability. The roadway was completed next.
The area around the arch, between the spandrel walls, was filled
with earth and stone. In many such constructions, prlor to
filling the interior of the arch would be waterproofed with an
application of mortar or coal tar. Lastly, when complete, the
temporary support structure or center was removed. The correct
removal, or striking, of the centering was cru01al to the
stablllty of the bridge. The center would remain in place, often
for several weeks, until the mortar had completely set.

The new road and brldge rapldly proved their worth in
meeting the needs of the people in the vicinity. Farmers south of
Ballston Creek were provided with a more direct route for

4. Saratoga Sentinel, April 16, 1874, unpaged.
5. Town Record Book, unpaged.
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transportation of agricultural products to Ballston Spa and
Saratoga Springs and to the freight depot on the Rensselaer and
Saratoga Railroad in the hamlet of East Line.

Residents north of the creek also benefited. Methodist
Camp Meetings were just getting underway at Round Lake. The new
road was the shortest route to "salvation." For farmers to the
north, also, the bridge provided easier access to the "sheep
hole," a deep pool in the creek to which they drove their sheep in
the spring for washing before shearing. Old-timers recall that
the "sheep hole" became a swimming hole in the summer.[6] The
road itself became known as Sheep Hole Road; hence, the historical
name, Sheep Hole Bridge, for the present-day Ruhle Road Stone Arch
Bridge.

The Ruhle Road Stone Arch Bridge remains substantially
intact and retains a remarkable degree of structural integrity as
well as its preserved natural setting. The bridge represents one
of the last examples of this ancient craft practice to remain
extant in the area. As such it will continue to serve the local
population as the focal point of a proposed nature park.
Interpretive facilities planned for the area would provide
visitors with an understanding of the historic significance of the
bridge, the men who built it, and the route it created.

6. James Weed, East Line farmer, b.1898, interviewed by
Jane D. Coffman, January 15, 1987.
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