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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ida Street Bridge crosses over Wareham Drive (formerly East 
Court Street) between Monastery and Paradrome. Streets i n Mount Adams. 
Located i n the immediate area are rows of nineteenth century town-
houses, a church and a surface parking l o t . The southern approach 
joins Celestial Street i n a graceful curve at the Rookwood Pottery 
Building. The bridge replaced a wooden tressle constructed i n 1882 
by the operaters of the Mt. Adams & Eden Park Inclined Plane R a i l ­
way Company. 

The reinforced concrete bridge b u i l t i n 1931 at a cost of $90,000 
consists of two ribbed arch spans of 138 feet 4 inches each between 
centers of piers, with three small spans to the north and three to 

-.-the south, the distance between abutment faces i s 401 feet. The west 
wing of the south-abutment i s a re t a i n i n g wall 188 feet long, p a r t l y 
on a curve. The t o t a l length of the bridge i s 592 feet. The height^ 
of the roadway above Wareham Drive i s 44 feet. The road i s 24 feet 
wide between curbs with sidewalks f i v e feet on each side. The out to 
out width between copings i s 37 feet. The bridge o r i g i n a l l y contained 

< two street car tracks with t r o l l e y poles i n the center supporting the 
wires by brackets. I n 1949 the car tracks were removed and a new 
concrete roadway slab was placed and the approaches paved by the J.H. 
French Construction Co. for $14,731• 

The p r i n c i p a l features of the design and de t a i l s are siimmarized 
as follows: iT.iie footings for the central piers were carried down 30 
feet below Court Street to rock and shale. The north and south piers 
are founded on rock and shale but at much shallower depths. Both of 
the large spans consist of two 3-centered arch r i b s , varying i n 
cross-section from 5 feet by 2.33 feet at the crown to 5 feet by 4 
feet at the skewbacks. Spandrel columns res t i n g upon the arches 
support the deck system. The piers terminate i n a r t i s t i c pylons. The 
three small spans at each end of the viaduct are b u i l t as continuous 
spans for supports. A f l u t e d hand r a i l i n g adorns the entire structure. 
A novel scheme of i n d i r e c t l i g h t i n g i s featured, 33 two-hundred watt 
lamps are recessed i n t o the bridge's hand r a i l i n g s . They are mounted 
with special lenses which diffuse the l i g h t h o r i z o n t a l l y across the 
road and d i r e c t i t upwards. . v,.-,.;-). 

A l i g h t gray colored concrete was used for the structure. The 
t o t a l amount of concrete for the entire work was 36OO cubic yards, 
and the t o t a l amount of re i n f o r c i n g steel was 240 tons. 

The only a l t e r a t i o n to the bridge has been the removal of the 
car tracks i n 1949- At that time a new concrete roadway slab was placed 
and the approaches paved. Presently the upper deck i s greatly i n 
need of repair due to the heavy concentration of t r a f f i c use. , -

1 The Kosomos Cement News, January 1931 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1931 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT Engineer, J.R. Biedinger 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . 

The Ida Street Bridge i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an embodiment of an 
innovative 20th century bridge^engineering and design scheme i n which 
i n d i r e c t l i g h t i n g was recessed i n the hand r a i l i n g s of the bridge. This 
was the f i r s t time that t h i s type, of l i g h t i n g was used and t h i s system was 
adapted i n the Western H i l l s Viaduct. At the t i m e , i t was b u i l t i t was 
acclaimed as one of the most be a u t i f u l structures of i t s kind. The 
p r i n c i p a l feature of the design i s the i l l u m i n a t i o n with 33 two-hvmdred 
watt globes recessed i n the r a i l i n g s . They are mounted with special 
lenses which diffuse the l i g h t horizonally across the road and di r e c t 
i t upwards. Thus the silh o u t t e effect proves not only a safety factor, 
but i s aesthetically pleasing. 

There has been a dispute as to whether the bridge received i t s 
a r t i s t i c conception from John Dee Wareham, head of the Rookwood Pottery, 
or J.R. Biedinger, Structural Engineer. Local newspaper accounts c r e d i t 
Wareham for the design conception. But i n the September 12, 1931 Dedica­
t i o n Program of the Ida Street Bridge, Biedinger i s recognized as the 
bridge designer. The blueprints on f i l e i n the City Structures Department 
of the City of Cincinnati, show Biedinger as the s t r u c t u r a l engineer and 
The Kosomos Cement News credits him as being the designer. I n a Post & 
Times Star interview June 28, 1968, Biedinger denies Wareham had anything 
to do with the design or construction. While the designer of the Ida 
Street Bridge remains spectulative, Biedinger was the s t r u c t u r a l engineer. 
J.R. Biedinger graduated from the University of Cincinnati i n 1913. 
Among his accomplishments were the designs of the Hopple Street viaduct, 
the Park Avenue viaduct which spans Kemper Road i n Eden Park and the 
design of the s t r u c t u r a l supports for the Dixie Terminal. 

i.i : 
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The Ida Street Bridge i s located between Monastery and Paradrom 3 Streets 
and crosses over Wareham Drive i n Mount Adams. Total length of the bridge 
i s 592 f e e t , the width i s 37 f ee t , and i s 44 f ee t above Wareham Drive . 
The nomination includes only the bridge structure and i t s abutments. 
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Due to the prominent position on the h i l l s i d e , the Ida Street 
Bridge i s a very d i s t i n c t and visual landmark i n the Mount Adams 
community. I t i s one of eight major reinforced concrete viaducts 
i n Cincinnati. The others are: the Gilbert Avenue Viaduct (1913); 
Hopple Street (191^); Ludlow Avenue (191^); Eight Street (1929); 
Eden Park (1917); Beechmont Levy (1931); and Western H i l l s Viaduct 
(1931-33). The Ida Street Viaduct i s the only viaduct which has 
not "been altered over the years, thus r e t a i n i n g the o r i g i n a l design 
and l i g h t i n g system. 
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THE MT. ADAMS CIVIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO 45202 

Office of the secretary * 

May 19, 1980 

Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Ohio H i s t o r i c a l Office . _, , 
1-71 and 17th Avenue • | \ 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 - i i . \„ ' 
Dear Sir: ' ' , 

The Mt. Adams Civic Association endorses and supports the nomination 
of the Ida Street Bridge to the National Register for Historic Places. 

We consider i t a s i g n i f i c a n t endangered structure i n our community 
both from an aesthetic point of view and from an engineering feat. 
I n addition, one of our streets i s named a f t e r one of the contribu­
tors to i t s design and who was associated with Rookwood Pottery, 
namely Mr. Wareham. 

We urge you to support i t s placement on the National Register. 

Sincerely, , V ' 

Rebecca Schott, Secretary 

cc: City of Cincinnati, Sandy Youkalis, City Planning Office ' • 
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L. M O N T Y E R B - C H A I R M A N 

E S T E L L E B . S E R M A N - V I C E C H A I R M A N 

S A M U E U T . B R I T T O N 
R O B E R T J . B R O D B E C K 
T H O M A S B. B R U S H 
E L L S W O R T H L O V E 
S Y L V E S T E R M U R R A Y 

C!TY P L A N N I N G C O M M I S S I O N 
ROOM 2 2 2 . C I T Y H A L L 

C I N C I N N A T I . O H I O 4 S 2 0 2 

P H O N E 3 S 2 - 3 4 7 I 

H E R B E R T W . S T E V E N S 
DIRECTOR O F C I T Y P L A N N I N G 

S T E V E N F. B L O O M F I E L D 
A S S I S T A N T D I R E C T O R 

E R W I N E. H O F F M A N 
A D M I N I S T R A T O R . 

L A N D U S E A N D Z O N I N G 

August 18, 1980 

Dallas Harder, Acting State Historic 
Preservation Officer 

Ohio Historical Center 
1-71 and 17th Avenue ^ 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

Dear Mr. Harder: 

At its August 11 meeting, the Cincinnati Historic Conservation Board 
voted to support the following nominations which will come before 
the Ohio Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board for final approval 
on August 29, 1980: 

1 
2 
3) 

4) 

Ida Street Bridge (Mt. Adams) , -
St. Rose Church (2501 Eastern Avenue) 
McAlpin Bridal Cottage and Hulburt House 
(341 and 333 Lafayette Ave.) 
Lotze and Fox Buildings (17-23 W. Court St. ) 

The Historic Conservation Board is also supportive of the Ninth St. 
Historic D is t r ic t nomination but is withholding any o f f i c i a l comment 
unt i l i t s September 22 meeting at which time i t w i l l consider the 
comments of the City's Downtown Working Review Committee. 

Sincerely, 

Adele Cramer 
City Planner 

AC/caw 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

• tli'iii'gw.fyijiMiiiM'rit'' 
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Name Location 

Main Street Historic D i s t r i c t 

Street Viaduct 

Rhoads, Peter F., House 

Davis Mill 

WarazaVa Neighborhood District 

Ring, Walter, House & Mill Site 

Sheridan House 

Marsh, George H., Homestead and the Marsh 
Foundation School 

Bowling Green 
Wood County 

Cincinnati 
Hamilton County 

Newark 
Licking County ~ 

Patriot vicinity 
Gallia County 

Cleveland 
Cuyahoga County 

Graysville v i c i n i t y 
Monroe County 

Somerset 
Perry County 

Van Wert 
V'an Wert County 

Also Notified 
Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum 

Honorable John H. Glenn, J r . 
Honorable Dalbert L. Latta 
Honorable Willia D. Gradison, Jr. 
Honorable Jo'on N. Ashbrook 
Honorable Clarence E. Miller 
Honorable Mary Rose Oakar 
Honorable Douglas Applegate 

Acting State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Delias H. Harder 
The Ohio Historical Society 
Interstate 71 at 17th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 43211 

NR Byers/bjr/12/24/80 

For further Information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 
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DEDICATION FIREWORKS 
THE CINCINNATI FIREWORKS CO. 

Circulating Library CHerry 9591 

E. J. GLASSER 
Mfg. Higli-Grade Cigars 

Cigars, Tobacco, Candies, Soft Drinks 
Ice Cream and Magazines 

938 Hatch Street Cincinnati, Ohio 

BEST WISHES 

DR. W. R. BROWN 
2106 SINTON AVENUE 

WOodburn 2786 Cincinnati 

Workmanship Guaranteed 

GEORGE E. ROOM 
GENERAL REPAIR WORK 

Of All Kinds 

CHerry 5655-M 963 Hatch St. 

Mrs. Mary Agnes Fromme 
and 

Miss Anna Fromme 
GROCERY 

CHerry 5625 968 Pavilion Street 

Chew 50-50 Tobacco 
Smoke and Chew 

Home Run Tobacco 
Smoke Honey-Moon 

I0< Tins 

Sold by GEO. A. DOHERTY 

Best Wishes From 

CincinnaH Commandery 
No. 62 

KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN 

Phone PArkway 9860 

AUTO REPAIRING 
Jerome Street — Mt. Adams 

Work Guaranteed 
PETER REITMAYER 

JOHN P. SCULLY 
PLASTER CONTRACTOR 

NEW and REPAIR 

953 HATCH STREET 
Phone CHerry 1646 Cincinnati, O. 

H. HEITKER SHOE CO. 
FINE FOOTWEAR 

Repairing Neatly and Promptly Done 

Pavilion and Belvedere Streets 
Phone PArkway 6360 Mt. Adams 

We Give and Redeer.i Surety Coupons 

HENRY GILKER 
955 PAVILION STREET 

RESIDENT 

1 8 6 5 t o 193 1 

A Friend 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

J. R. BIEDINGER 
STRUCTURAL 
E N G I N E E R 

1009 TRACTION BUILDING — CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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Designer of fhe 
Mt. Adams Bridge 
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