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The Oak Knoll Park Bnb’ég /; ?ﬁe oldest known iron The Ohio Cast- ana( WchZE:;— lron B(/Ugeq Project is g
bridge still standing in Ohio. Although not the Tfirst, it o part of the Historic American Engineering Record g
‘was bullt in 1859 fo a design by Joseph Davenporfi, | | (HAEﬁ"), a long-range program fo document
for Russell& Bros. A type of iron Howe fruss, the | : tustorically significant engineering and industrial works
bridge was preliminary to "Davenport's Straight in the United States. The HAER program /5
Howe Truss Bridge.” In this early example of his | » administered by the Historic American Buildings

Survey /Historic American Engineering Record
Division (HABS/HAER) of the National Park Service,
U S. Department of the Interior. The Ohio Casl-and
Wrought-lron Bridges Project was cosponsored during
the summer of /993 by HAER under the general
direction of Dr. Robert J. Kapsch, Chief; and the
Institute for the History of Technology and Industrial
Archaeology, Dr. Emory L. Kemp, Director; with the

work, Davenport used members that were greatly
undersized. The dimensions of the frusswork in his
later bridge designs, in the I870s, more than doubled.

Joseéph Davenport was not only important in Ohio s
Inaustrial heritage but also in national railroad history:
Along with his brother Charles, he developed new
adesigns for raifroad cars and is credited with rthe first
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Troy Zimmermann, Julie Willis, Elaine Pierce [993

cow-carcher. Arriving in Massillon soon affer the | Location ’ assistance of the Ohio Historical Socrely, Gary Ness,

rallroad, he became a pariner in Russell & Bros. He Maps massiL LN 24 N Director, and David A. Simmons, historic bridge

later joined with others fo form the Massillon Bridge | @ | specialist; and the Department of Architecture art

company, which was incorporated in 1873. o ~ Ohio State University, José Oubrerie, Chairman. o 8
Originally located on a county road near Alliance, the MASSILLON The field work and measured drawings were prepared 55
significance of the structure was recognized as early UTH 17 4556404515205 | g @, " under the direction of Eric N. DeLony, Chief of HALR, REE
as 1899 when the bridge was moved to its present | | | " Project Leader. The recording feam consisted of 8|8k
position. The counly commissioners prépared a Based on USGS. 7.5x I5 min. series topographic map [\ Elaine Pierce (Auburn University), architectural field fHEs
plaque of recognition fo commemorate the Massilion quackangle (961 (revised (576) & | 1 ~ supervisor; and Daron Fender (Miarmi University), 5|55 &
preservation of the bridge : "Built by C. M. Russell & Scale 1:24,000 | ‘ 2] Julie Willis (US/ICOMOS - University of Melbourne, f §§
Co. In 1859... It was the first iron bridge built in Stark Pt ™" OAK Kg*%géEé YEZ Australia) and Troy Zimmermann (California ole
County... erected here for preservation as a ploneer o o5 10 204 11 1 =0 & Polytechnic State University at San Luis Obispo), o ERE

in iron bridge building.” | Mo b e - ) s architectural technicians.
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IF REPRODUCED, PLEASE CREDIT: HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NAME OF DELINEATOR, DATE OF THE DRAWING
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