
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

HISTORIC BRIDGE SURVEY REPORT

County: CLARKSFN #: 1260529 Municipality: SPRINGFIELD

NR Rec: Eligible Previous Inventory/Date: FIRST INVENTORY, 1981 Status: Select

1/27/2011

Year Built: 1897 Alteration (Date): 1995

Out to Out Width: 36 ft.

Feature On: SNYDER PARK ROAD NORTH (11002) (SNYDER MEMORIAL BRIDGE)

BUCK CREEK

 Overall Length: 124 ft.# Spans: 1

Type: ARCH Design: THREE HINGE

Material: STEEL

Source: ODOT Inspection Files

Designer/Builder

The bridge carries a park road and sidewalks over a stream in Snyder Park in Springfield.  The road provides access to 
a golf course and recreational fields to the north.  South of the bridge is a casually landscape parkway with picnic 
pavilion, lawns, a pond, and mature trees.  The 217-acre park was established in the late 19th century by John and 
David L. Snyder as a gift to the City of Springfield.  They endowed the park with a $200,000 bond for its upkeep and 
paid $25,000 for the construction of the memorial bridge.

Reviewed By/ Date: JPH (1/08)

Setting/Context:

Summary of Significance:

Feature Intersected:

The 1897 Snyder Park arch bridge was rehabilitated in 1995 with replacement of the deck and strengthening of 
numerous of its members with the addition of welded plate or replacement with welded members.  Three-hinge metal 
arches came into use in the last quarter of the 19th century, and this is the oldest inventoried example of four dating 
from 1897 to 1958 (Phase 1A, 2008).  Hinged steel arches are usually identified with longer span bridges where a 
monumental bridge was desirable (e.g., Detroit-Superior Bridge, SFN 1800093).  This is a relatively modest example in 
terms of length. It is an aesthetic bridge in keeping with the park setting.  It was advanced from the reserve pool to 
eligible in 2000.  The eligible recommendation of the prior inventory remains appropriate.

Location: 0.2 MI W OF BECHTLE AVE

Physical Description:

The 1 span, 124'-long bridge is a three-hinge, trussed steel arch.  The end posts are beautifully finished with scrolled 
cast-iron pieces.  The bridge has cantilevered sidewalks with lattice railings with cast-iron end posts. The built-up, 
riveted arches are an I-shaped section supported on skewbacks set into the limestone abutments.  The arches support 
built-up floorbeams that carry steel stringers and a steel deck, placed in 1995.  Hinges, in the form of pins, are located 
at the skewbacks and the arch crown.  The arches are stiffened by a riveted Pratt-truss configuration set atop the arch 
ribs with built-up verticals, diagonals, and horizontal upper chord such that the truss achieves its greatest depth at the 
abutments and shallowest depth at the crown of the arch.

UTM: 17.257585.4424227

Railing Type: LATTICE RAILINGS

Owner: MUNICIPAL

Integrity:

Rehabilitated in 1995 with ISTEA funding.  Most diagonals appear to have been replaced with welded members.  The 
upper chord and verticals have been strengthened in numerous locations with the addition of welded plate.  There is 
impact damage at the end posts and one panel of the upper chord has warped/buckled.  An extra set of lower lateral 
crossbracing has been added in some panels.

ODOT District: 07 Lat/Long: 39.560080 / 83.501200

Roadway Width: 21.9 ft.
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NR Rec: Eligible Previous Inventory/Date: FIRST INVENTORY, 1981 Status: Select

Notes:

Vehicular bridge w/ 2 ton load limit 3/2000.  Pedestrian bridge-Snyder Park, ISTEA PID 14310.  Painted & walkways 
replaced 1995.

For Eligible Bridge:

Level of Significance: High

In Management Plan (2009)? No

Justification:

The bridge is one of the five extant examples of the type that was used for a variety of crossing types, from major, 
monumental bridges like the 1917 Detroit-Superior Viaduct in Cleveland to the 1952 Gordon Park Pedestrian bridge 
over the Memorial Shoreway.  The bridge has a high level of significance based on its age and the rarity of the design.


