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Documentation
Builder

The Mennonite community designed and built the Buggy Bridge.  Woolwich Township provided the materials
and the heavy machinery, and the Mennonites provided the labour.  Although the Mennonites had experience raising
barns and building small wooden bridges, this was their first attempt at a large-scale concrete bridge.  It was built to funnel
buggy traffic off Highway 85, and thus, it is affectionately called the "Buggy Bridge".  This bridge provides a short cut
between St. Jacobs and Three Bridges.  The Mennonites built three similar bridges along the Conestoga River, without
the aid of the Township, after the success of the Mennonite Bridge.      

Age
The Mennonite Bridge was built in 1962.

Technology
Materials

The bridge is made of reinforced concrete.

Design/Style
The Mennonite Bridge is a six-span, low-level bridge.  The bridge drawings are displayed on a wall in the

Municipal Township Office of Elmira.  The drawings consist of rough sketches on a recycled piece of paper.  The building
of this bridge was organized similar to a traditional "barn-raising".  Eight experienced builders oversaw forty young
workers.  It was a community effort.  In three days, the foremen dismissed the main workforce, and in less than a week
the bridge was built.   The bridge was poured in sections, and wooden cribs diverted the river.  The bridge is unusual
because it is open most of the year but closed during the flooding season.  For this reason, the bridge does not possess
any guardrails, only removable posts.  County, Township and GRCA engineers doubted it would survive the spring floods
(e.g., ice jams, debris, or heavy rain) and believed the bridge would be too hazardous.  A few cars and buggies have
slipped off the bridge, but the people involved were not seriously injured.  The Mennonite Bridge has survived despite the
initial doubts. 

Prototype
The Mennonite Bridge was the first low-level bridge built in Waterloo Region.  Its design was unique and its

success prompted the Mennonites to build two more low-level bridges farther west along the Conestoga River.
Afterwards, other people used the concept.  For example, a similar structure was built over the Grand River at the
downstream end of the Elora Gorge.

Structural Integrity
There are no significant modifications to the bridge’s original form.  Two years ago, 8 inches of concrete were

added to the deck.

Bridge Aesthetics and Environment
Visual Appeal

The bridge has an interesting design but it is not decorative or ornamental.

Mennonite Bridge
Score: 66
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Integrity
The bridge still exists at its original location.

Landmark
The bridge is an unofficial tourist attraction.  Locals come to watch the ice jams buckle and churn in the winter,

and tourists walk along the Mill Trail in St. Jacobs to see the bridge and the dam.     

Gateway
The Mennonite Bridge is not a gateway, but more of a backdoor to St. Jacobs.

Character contribution
This low-key bridge does not merit any character contribution.  It reflects the Mennonite ideals: plain, out-of-the-

way, and inconspicuous.

Historical Association
The bridge is associated with Old Order Mennonites, and therefore it is indirectly associated with the grass-root

pioneers and their ingenuity.  The Mennonites would ford this location before the bridge was built.  The bridge likely
occupies the location of a very old ford crossing. 

Bridge Group
There are three low-level bridges used by the Mennonite community along the Conestoga River, west of St.

Jacobs.  These bridges are not part of any major road system, and so, were not included in the Inventory.  They were
all built by the Mennonites after the successful design of the first bridge.  
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Mennonite Bridge
Location MTO Site No. 033-0194, Twp Rd. No. 21 (now Three Bridges Road), 0.61 km west of

Twp. Rd. 32 (Henry Street), west of St. Jacobs, Township of Woolwich.

General Information Physical Components

Descriptive details
This is a 7 span concrete slab, low-level bridge. There are no railings since this bridge is flooded

every year. The Mennonite community provided the labour and built the bridge in 3 days.  It is a hidden
tourist attraction.  Bridge "drawings" exist, but are only rough sketches.  

Bridge No. 310121

Jurisdiction Township of Woolwich

Year built 1962

Drawings None available

Type Slab Concrete, low level

Spans 7

Dimensions Length 23.2 m
Each Span 3.3 m
Width 4.9 m

Load Limit 11 tonnes
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Mennonite Bridge
East View

South View
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Mennonite Bridge
East View       




