
Survey Ntunber: 

Bridge Name and Address; 

Owner: 

Statement of Significance: 

Area of Significance: 

Boundary Description: 

C-22 

Alburtis L. Meyers Bridge 
L.R. 158 over L i t t l e Lehigh River 
Lehigh County 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 
Transportation & Safety Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

The Alburtis L. Meyers Bridge i s an 
important long-span open spandrel 
bridge. B u i l t i n 1913, i t i s the 
e a r l i e s t monumental concrete bridge 
included i n t h i s nomination. I t i s 
also the e a r l i e s t multiple-span 
open-spandrel arch bridge among the 
Pennsylvania D.O.T.-owned bridges. 
This bridge, conceived and begun i n 
1900, i l l u s t r a t e s a progressive 
application i n concrete design and 
construction. The nine handsome, 
high-rise arches measure 120 feet 
each, a r e l a t i v e l y long-span for 
t h i s date. Each t h i n arch supports 
nine spandrel arches. 
Additionally, the ornamental 
d e t a i l i n g of piers and l i g h t posts 
adds to the o v e r a l l impressiveness 
of this bridge. The A l b u r t i s L. 
Meyers Bridge, also known as the 
Eighth Street Bridge i n Allentown, 
was b u i l t as a t o l l bridge for a 
t r o l l e y company and was used by 
t r o l l e y s and other vehicles. At 
the time of i t s construction, i t 
was said to be the longest and 
highest reinforced concrete bridge 
i n the world. The bridge was 
purchased by the State highway 
department i n the 1930s. 

Engineering 

The nominated property consists 
of a 2,650 feet long by 46 feet 
wide rectangle whose vertices 
coincide with the outside corners 
of the bridge's r a i l i n g ' s , and 
includes only superstructure and 
substructure. 



Acreage of Nominated 
Property: Three acres, 

i 
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10, SITE PLAN 

L.R. 
158 

i 

HISTORICAL DATA 

Architect: B.K. Engineers 

BuiIder/Contractor: 
McArthur Brothers 

Bridge Company: 
Allentown Bridge Company 

Date(s) : 1913 ; basis PennDOT Records 

1964 ; basis 

PennDOT Records 

1973 ; basis 

PennDOT Records 
; basis 

Use: Vehicular Present; Vehicular original, 

cn It 

C 
30 

11, INTEGRITY 

X altered; 

unaltered; 

moved; 

Explain: 

1973 lanes widened 

12. VIEW no. 

PHOTO 

13, COMMENTS 

Unusual features: 

Once used as t o l l bridge -
The 

largest and highest rein­
forced concrete bridge 
erected by a Trolley Co. 
in the World. 

Locale/environment: 
City of Allentown - Main thoroughfare 

Machinery (describe/identify type/ 
equipment): 

N/A 

14, DIMENSIONS 
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15. TYPE 

I I Truss: continuous/cantilever: 

CHARACTERISTICS 

webbing: 
anchor span: 
cantilever span: 
suspended span: 
thru/deck/low (pony) : full-slope/half-hip, 
connections: pin/riveted, 
eyebars: loop welded/die forged, 

^ railing: Concrete - open concrete posts 
columns: 

nn Arch: masonry/metal: 

mandrel spans 

A .A A. A A 

X 

8 closed I _x 
spandrel spans LJJ 

PLAQUE 

Albertus L. Meyers Memorial B r i c ^ 
October 1974 

I } Bascule: 

n Swing: 

n Vertical L i f t ; 

I I Other: 

thru/deck/Vthru, 
fixed (hingeless) /1/2/3-hinged, 
ribs: solid/braced; crescent/parallel, 
spandrels: open/solid/l«aa:s(ix both types 
intrados/vault; ribbed/solid. 
shape: semi-circular/elliptical/segmental; s t i l t e d , 
skew 90o 

stiffening: braced-chain (1/2/3-hinged) /suspended 
truss. 
wire cable: twisted/parallel, 
eyebar chain. 
back-stay: straight/curved, 

single/double leaf, 
rolling l i f t ' : Schertzer, 
trunnion: simple (Chicago) /multiple (Strauss), 
counterweights: heel/overhead. 
Page/Rail, 
semi-lift/direct l i f t , 

bearing: center/rim/combination, 
(see Truss above), 

• 
• 

(see Truss above) 

other: 

16. MATERIALS (primary) 

Superstructure 

main span: 
towers: 

railings: 

Substructure 

piers: 
abutments: 

wings: 
intrados/rihxx 

voussiors: 

type 
Concrete 

treatment/finish 

Smooth 
source 

Concrete 

C n n r r p f p 

Concrete 

Smoothi; 

Smnnth 
bmooth 

17, PHOTO NO'S, 
05-24 (29-37) 
05-26 (1-20) 

18. PREPARED BY: 
AGENCY/ORGANIZATION: 

Baransky 
PennlXDT 

DATE: 8/18/82 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Highway Bridges Owned by the Commonwealth of 
'̂ "̂'̂  Pennsjrlvania, Department of Transportation TR 
^^^^^ Adams County (and others), PA 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

A 101. Lindbergh Viaduct Botared in tll0 Keepex^^^f-^^^.^.^i..-^^^^^'^^ ^/xA^J^ 

Satlonal Register 
Attest 

102. Marion Bridge fiubatantiTfi Bevlel Keeper 

103. Market Street Bridge 2u-G U:iU^"Ei^» Keepe 
(Luzerne County) 

A t t e s t 

104. I larket S t ree t Br idge 
(Cumberland County) 

Attest 

105, Marshall's Bridge Entered In t t o feeper 
Katlonal Beglater 

Attest 

106, McClay's Twin Bridge (East^ntered in the l^^""AA^^-^A^^^^-^-AS-^,.^^ <^/^^irr 

ilatlonal fiegistar Attest 

107, McClay's Twin Bridge (WestjjSug^knttifl Hevl'^^P^^ '^c^^^^^A^J^A"'/£AA<//^/^lA<ff-

108, Meyers , A l b e r t u s L , , B r idge 
Entered In tho 

109, Newtown Creek Br idge Ei j i t i rad In tb f i 
National It<3giBt93B 

<feeper ^^::?^^^v-£.^--L..->-^ — ^ / * - Aii-

A t t e s t 

Y'^eeper ,<;;^Cz-~-<-<--.^7^^^< Q/J-AH 
110. Old Columbia—Wrightsville Bridge O •'^ ' 

i s , - e ' . \ A t t e s t . 

Sat'.' • 



WASO Form -177 
("R" J U M 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Meyers, Albertus L., Bridge (Highway Bridges 
Owned by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Department of Transportation TR) 
Lehigh County 
PENNSYLVANIA 

O resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
O appeal 

Working No. M A Y 1 Q jlflflflt/ 
Fed. Reg. Date: . r^. J j a , 
Date Due: C.A9/^4' -'c'/^VAM  
Action: .^mEPT ^C'-^ 3- - H 

Entered in the RETURN 
Batlonal Begister REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request • appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3, Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5, Location of Legal Description 

6, Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CD yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 
I I ruins 
CD unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

CD altered 

Check ons 

• original site 
moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify betow 

Specific dates Bui Ider/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to s i g n i f i c a n c e - ' • , 
CD justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
• Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

Q P O 91B-480 

Comnxnts for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet 












