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Askew Bridge \Si 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Skew Br idge , "The Whiskey Bridge" 
2, LOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

N o r t h 6 t h S t r e e t , near Woodward 
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• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

• Si te [ 3 - S t r u c t u r e 

• O b j e c t 

• P u b l i c 

^ P r i v a t e 

• Both 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

I 1 In P rocess 

1 1 Be ing Cons ide red 

1 1 Occup ied 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

• P r e s e r v a t i o n vifork 
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S R e s t r i c t e d 
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• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 
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I I En te r ta inment 
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I I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 
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I I P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 
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• Other (Specify) 
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! i V O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Reading Ra i l road Company 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Reading 
5. .tOCATJON OF LEGAL OESCRfPTION 

Pennsylvania 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Berks County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

6 t h and Court S t ree t s 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Reading 
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T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Pennsylvania k2 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y 

H i s t o r i c American B u i l d i n g s Survey 
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Federa l • State 1 I Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

L i b r a r y o f Congress 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N ; S T A T E : C O D E 

W a s h i n g t o n D.C. 



[ 7 D E S C R t P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

Good Q Fa i r Q De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins O Unexposed 

fChecfc One ; 

• A l t e r e d E Una l t e red 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Askew Bridge was designed by Rich?^rd, Osborne i n 

1856. The bridge carries double tracks of the Penn­

sylvania and Reading Railroad over North 6th Street to 

the railway termlnai. Completed i n 1857, the bridge was 

constructed of local brownstone. The main arch which 

spans the street i s forty feet across. A smaller arch on 

each side of the main arch spans the sidewalk. Each 

course of the arch i s l a i d i n an e l l i p t i c a l curve 

which follows the oblique angle that the railroad tracks 

make with the street. Because of the e l l i p t i c a l course 

i n which the blocks are l a i d , there i s no keys^onT; 



|6. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
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Abor i g i na l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 
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• Other (Specify) 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Askew Bridge i s regarded as the best example 

of a skew bridge i n the United States^^The bridge 

which derived i t s name from the skew arches used i n i t s 

construction was also called the {̂So ap and Whiskey 

Bridge^ Richard Osborne, the designer, used a soap 

model of the bridge i n i t s construction. The whiskey 

appellation i s derived from the large amounts of 

whiskey which were given to the I r i s h workers as part 

of their salary. The bridge i s i n excellent repair and 

is s t i l l i n use by the Reading Railroad, 

JUL 18 1972 \ 

- '-i i .i i t 
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Federal W r i t e r ' s P ro jec t , Pennsvlvania. A Guide to the 
Kevstone State. New York: .Oxford Univ. Press, 19^0. 
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Box 1026 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Harrisburg 
t .̂ STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFfCAllON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National E l State • Local • 
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Tifigputy Ib^cut ive Director 
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National Register. 

Chief, Ollice of Archeology andJBistoric Preservation 
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Pennsylvania 

Askew Bridge 
AND/OR HISTORIC: Skew B r i d g e , Sc^ & Whiskey Br ldg t r ) 
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OS 

tu 
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S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

North 6th St. near Woodward 
C I T Y OR T O W N : 

Reading 

Pennsylvania 
C O D E C O U N T Y : 

Berks 

U. p. Coastal & Geodetic Survey Map 
1 :24,1)1)1) 

TO B E I N C L U D E D ON A L L M A P S 

1 . Proper ty broundor ies where requ i red . 

2. Nor th ar row. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 





LEESPO/^r (LEESPORT P.O.) 5.9 Ml. 
TUCKERTON 2.1 Ml. 

IV NW 
«20 (TEMPLE) 

"PENNSYLVANTA—B'ekKS CO. 
7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 

<24 2 520 000 FEET |<25 75°52'30" 
.^-T nn—77 40°22'30" 
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Mr. Will Ian J . Wmwut, BitMrutiv* 
lio&, Richard S. Schwttlker Dlr«otar 
NW). Ca* Yatron ratwoylvanla Riatorieal and Mkuwtn 
Dlractor, Northeast Raglon Cwwissioa 

Box 1039 
Barrlslbvarg, F«imsylT«ai« 17108 

) PHR NRowlandtmm 3/12/73 


