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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Askew Bridge was designed by Righard Osborne in

1856. The bridge carries double tracks of the Penn-
sylvania and Reading Railroad over North 6th Street to
the railway termin;&. Completed in 1857, the bridge was
constructed of local brownstone. The main arch which
spans the street is forty feet across. A smaller arch on
each side of the main arch spans the sidewalk. Each
course of the arch is laid in an elliptical curve

which follows the oblique angle that the railroad tracks
make with the street. Because of the elliptical course

in which the blocks are laid, there is no keysgaﬁ€7““"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

\
The Askew Bridge is regarded as the best example

of a skew bridge in the United StatesrsThe bridge
which derived its name from the skew arches used in its
construction was also called the(ﬁoap and Whiskey
Bridg;) Richard Osborne, the designer, used a soap
model of the bridge in its construction. The whiskey
appellation is derived from the large amounts of
whiskey which were given to the Irish workers as part
of their salary. The bridge is in excellent repair and

is still in use by the Reading Railroad. //
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Name Location
Askew Bridge Reading
Bexrks County
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State Liaison Officer
Hon. Hugh Scott
ugh Sco Mr. william J. Wewar, Executive
Hon, Richard S. Schweiker Director
Hon. Gus Yatron Pennsylvania Historical and Museum
Conmigsion
Director, Northeast Region Box 1026

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108
PHR NRowland :mm 3/12/73



