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The remainder of the National Pike, § bridge is an
S shape structure about 45¢ wide and about 130° long.

and relible masonry with'a ‘squared dressed cope stone at
the top.
soirs of equal size. The west end of the bridge had been

" the extant part of the bridge remains in go
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construction consists of random and regular coursed ashlar

Tre simple arch is formed by equal skewed voug-
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The “S“ Brzdge was built to carry the National Road

" over ‘a branch of Buffalo Creek., . :
f .. The 0ld National Pike which extended through Wash= = |

ington County in 1818,
project of the 19th Century. It had been conceived much
‘earlier by George Washington who personally examined the -

area. Albert Gallatin; who lived on the east bank of the

~ encouraged George Washington as to the feasibility of the .
- road. Gallatin was, later Secretary of the Treasury under -
Jefferson. It was Gallatln who exerted the political pres-ﬂ'

Cumberland Road (The National Pike) through Washington . - i
County. The road was basically finished in 1818 but the . .
State of Pennsylvania did not officially open it until 1835.
There has never been a more important period in
Wash;ngton County's history than the days of the National '
Pike. Thé roads most important function was for the del-
‘ivery of the mails L
'Because .of Washington County's prznczpal pOSltiOn»:'
on the highway,' it ‘was at the center of commerce and com-
muinication between East and West.
Taverns and inns naturally sprung up to accommodate
the numerous stages and wagon trains. :
Since the relocatlon of U.S. 40 the stone bridge is ..
no longer in use. The state has made an improvised road-
-side park here, and pedestrians may yet walk over. the brige.
In early times the surrounding neighborhood was large enough °
to have a post office ("S" Bridge Post Office). Taverns
were operated at either end of the bridge during the height
of travel on the road. The Pennsylvania Historical and '
Museum Commission has placed a roadaide marker on U.. s. 40
--at the bridge.; Cown T R S

The Pike was greatest American road ;Ul
Monongahela and established his glass works at New Geneva,,,g a

‘sure on Jefferson to run the planned extension of the ..i;;T?l"




"j.'ﬂd-' e A L VAT
B -

". P 10630 { OEFARTMENT OF Y INTERIDR tmiﬁ -%f@
nny

HONAL PARK SERVICE . pe

: u.iy 08 ¢1lvan

"l

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES couNTY

'f}--'V . , ] ington
R * INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM j—fashington ___

" ENTRY NUMBER

OATE

I(C.mtinuatibn Sheet)

(Number all cmrloo) .

Slgnlflcance contlnuatlon:

Teh S Brldge is more than just a picturesque

_remnant in landscape,lt represents’' the oldest eng~
" ineered structure in the County. Built in an era when
a masonry Block structure was still the strongest form

¢ laborious construction, the "S" Bridge. is a most valu-
./ [ able structure. .’ :

oldest structures in the region it must be counted :
5 among the important structures worth preserving. In
’f . comparison to the 1500 bridges in Pittsburgh, its..

Y SR
ff& . ‘meaning.
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of technology, and time permitted its tedious and most- .:- .

S . . Because of -its conneétlbn to the National Pike,yﬁﬁ
i~ it has more than regional importance. 'As one (of the)
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89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedxres set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National (] State

STATE

Pennsylvania

cobe

Coe

National Register.

- .ot

I hereby certify that this ptoperty is lncluded in the

bDAirocior, Oftice of A}choology and Historic Preservation

Title __EX€Cutive Director
Pa . Hi—tor;cal & Museum Commissi

Date

VAV S

Roaper of The National Register

" GPO 531-504 .

SNOILINHLSNI

3gs

Lol —

.;y—. ——— T ——T



Stotz, Charles Morse, The Architectural gér;ta‘g‘e‘igf-?
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