
BROAD STREET BRIDGE

U BRIDGE #305

U BroadStreetoverBlackstoneRiver

U Cumberland-CentralFalls

U 1915

U Maximum SpanLength: 72 feet
3 spans,225 feettotal

Although missingits original lampsandcom
memorativeplaques,theBroadStreetBridgeis
anexcellentexampleof thelarge, stylisharched
bridgeserectedin RhodeIslandcitiesin the
early twentiethcentury.Thebridge’s massive
railings, elaboratestonework that concealsthe
concrete,anddatestonesat theapexof its
centerarchall indicatethat thepurposeof the
bridgewentbeyondsimpletransportation;it
wasintendedto be anattractiveadditionto the
landscapeaswell. Thepicturesquestonework
is especiallyattractive.Its rough-hewntexture
contrastswith thesmooth-finishedstonein the
capandat thebaseof the railings. Pilastersand
a prominentstringcourseadddepthto the
bridge’s appearancein profile.

Cumberland’sCity Council initiated thebridge
projectby appropriating$35,000.TheStatethen
requiredCentralFalls to contributeits shareof
theconstructioncosts.EngineersHoward F.
EstenandFrankH. Black of Pawtucketde

58 signedthestructure.




