
POINT STREET BRIDGE

U BRIDGE #980

U Point Streetover ProvidenceRiver

U Providence

U 1926-1927

U Maximum SpanLength: 141 feet
7 spans,528 feettotal

Point StreetBridge,the third swingbridgeon thesite,recallsthedayswhencommercial
shippingin Providence’sinnerharborwasanimportant partof thecity’s economiclife. The
DyerStreetdocks,upstreamfrom thebridge, werestill activein theearly twentiethcentury,
andwarehouses,factories,andutility plantsin the arearelied on water-borneshipping.At
that time, Point Streetwastheonly wayto crosstheriver southof thedowntownarea.
Therefore,a largeandreliabledraw bridgewasneeded,both to permitriver navigationand
to carry thegrowing numbersof carsandtruckson thestreetsof Providence.Thebridgeis
the only remainingmovablehighwaybridgein Providence.

Point StreetBridge wasa largeprojectfor its day, costingover$550,000.Providencetook
pride that it wasdesignedentirelyby City EngineerFrankS. Nolanandhis department.
Fabricatedby BostonBridge Works, it is typical of early twentieth-centurybridgesin its
Warrentrussdesignandrivetedconstruction.The electricallypoweredswing spanwasbuilt
at Fox Point andwasfloated to Point Streeton barges;asthe tide fell, thebridgesettledonto
its bearingsandwasreadyto operate.
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