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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge crosses the Paluxy River on
Berry Creek Road, a dirt, country road, on the outskirts of the
little community of Bluff Dale in the northeast section of Erath
County. Built ca. 1895, the structure was originally located
across the Paluxy River on an old dirt road that later became
SH10. When SH10 became US 377, a new and wider bridge was needed
and in 1933 a new bridge accommodated the Highway 377 traffic
across the River. The precinct moved the unused suspension
bridge in 1934 to a point 1% miles upstream to provide a long-
needed crossing for the farmers and ranchers of the area.

Despite the move, the structure's historical integrity remains
intact. The bridge was moved because its function at its original
location had ceased and a site a mile and a half upstream badly
needed a bridge. Rather than tearing down the old narrow suspen-
sion bridge, the precinct chose to expand the bridge's length and
reuse the old structure on the less traveled country road.

In 1934 Lee Lewis of Bluff Dale contracted to move the structure
and 25-feet extensions were added to each end in order to compen-
sate for the difference in the river's width at this location.
However, the only alterations to the old bridge have been the
occasional replacement of runners by the county.

The Bluff Dale bridge measures approximately 11 by 225 feet.
The bridge has seven l-inch cables running the length of each side.
The primary structure of the bridge is composed of 9-inch iron pipés-
and 4.by 8-inch steel girders. The roadway consists primarily of
2 by 12-inch lengths of lumber. The bridge has two runners,
approximately 3 feet wide (each), for automobile tires which run
the length of the bridge.

The Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge is presently in a state of
deterioration due to lack of maintenance by the county. Portions
of the roadway are in need of replacement for adquate safety in
crossing the bridge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge is Erath County's earliest
recorded bridge and an example of one of Texas' few remaining sus-
pension bridges.

Built ca. 1895 across the Paluxy River on the present US 377,
the Bluff Dale Bridge provided a primary crossing for the people
of Erath County en route to Fort Worth. Founded in the 1870's,
Bluff Dale's population increased with the establishment of the
Fort Worth and Rio Grande Railroad line in 1889. The growing com-
munity felt an acute need for an all-weather road crossing the
Paluxy River. The Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge was the community's
first permanent bridge.

When the old SH 10 became US 377, a new and wider bridge was
needed and in 1933 a new bridge was constructed across the Paluxy
River. The old suspension bridge was left in its original place
until 1934, In that year the precinct decided to move the old
bridge to a crossing 1% miles upstream from the original site to
provide an all-weather bridge over the well-used ford in the river.
The bridge is presently located on Berry Creek Road about 500 yards
off US 377 in the west edge of Bluff Dale.

Today, the bridge is still in use. A nearby low-water bridge
was erected four years ago for trucks with heavy loads and for
people who do not trust the old bridge's construction.
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Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge
Bluff Dale, Erath Co., Texas

History of Engineering Program, Nov. 1975
C. E. Dept., Texas Tech University
Lubbock, Texas

Looking west to a general view of the

suspension bridge. #] :
;2.0 1977 il b
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Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge
Bluff Dale, Erath Co., Texas

History of Engineering Program, Nov. 1975
C. E. Dept., Texas Tech University
Lubbock, Tx

Looking north across the top of the bridge.
(Note extensions at left and right of

photograph) . JUN 15 1977 s \%7(
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Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge
Bluff Dale, Erath Co.
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History of Engineering Program, Nov. 1975

Gy Exalepiss
Texas Tech Univ.

Lubbock, Tx JUN 15 1977

A view of one of the cable supports. #3,%4
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Bluff Dale Suspension Bridge
Bluff Dale, Erath Co., Texas

History of Engineering Program, Nov. 1975

C. E. Dept.
Texas Tech Univ., Lubbock, Tx

A view showing the bottom portion of the woadbed
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