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Fashioned out of reinforced concrete, the Guadalupe River Bridge is composed of five arches, each 
measuring 120’ in length and approached by five 33’ long concrete girder spans.  Viewed from the river, 
the bridge’s long arches and slender supports give the structure a pronounced architectural cadence.  The 
structural form used to achieve this appearance is the open-spandrel, rib arch design.  The 818’ long 
bridge carries two lanes of traffic high above the river on a 40’ wide concrete deck roadway.  A pedestrian 
walkway is provided on the east side of the bridge.  The roadway is bordered with special design 
concrete railing composed of open balustrade divided into sections by pyramid capped posts.  Other 
decorative elements include sidewalk brackets, classically detailed spandrel columns, and an Art Deco 
design on the pier pilasters. 
The Bridge Division spent considerable time designing this bridge to become one of the most beautiful 
highway structures in the state.  To this end, special consideration was given to the detailing of the 
structural members.  Such details included the use of variable depth girder approach spans, square 
capital spandrel columns, curved curtain walls, and pointed pier caps.  Judicious ornamentation was also 
applied to the railing and pier columns.  Each pier column is decorated with a stepped Art Deco motif 
near the bottom of the column and a glazed five-pointed star depressed in the concrete of the center of the 
column.  Because of the river’s history of flooding, long arches were utilized and the grade of the 
structure arranged to place the springing line of the arches well above the high water mark.
The State Highway Department constructed this bridge between 1934 and 1935 under a National 
Recovery Municipal project.  The bridge was built as part of a program that shifted SH 2 east of its 
original alignment between Austin and San Antonio.  The new asphalt surfaced highway replaced the 
meandering Post Road, which in New Braunfels crossed the Guadalupe River on a ca.1880 steel truss 
bridge.  The new location of the bridge coincided with the 1934 extension of the south city limits of New 
Braunfels, permitting the bridge to be financed under an U.S. Public Works Municipal Program.  The 
Uvalde Construction Company of Dallas received the contract to build the bridge in May of 1934.  Work 
began in June and completed in July of the following year for $215,589.64.  At its opening, the bridge was 
dedicated to Louis W. Kemp, a member of the State Historical Board who assisted the State Highway 
Department research historical sites along state highways.  After its completion, the city of New Braunfels 
installed eight sodium vapor lamps, which have since been removed.
The Guadalupe River Bridge gains its significance for its type, special design, and architectural 
treatment.  The bridge is a good representative example of a reinforced concrete open-spandrel arch 
bridge designed by the State Highway Department.  The bridge is noted for architectural treatment of 
structural members and is considered a model example of concrete arch bridge design.  The bridge has 
retained its integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location, setting, feeling, and association.  The 
Guadalupe River Bridge is eligible under Criterion C, Engineering, at the state level of significance.
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