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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Wilbur Road Bridge over the River Raisin in Bridgewater Township, 
Washtenaw County is offered to parties willing to move, rehabilitate, and 
preserve the structure.  Built in 1953, this 102-foot steel double Bailey truss is 
considered eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
The bridge is being replaced with a new structure and is being offered for 
movement to a new location as an alternative to demolition.  Pursuant to a 
memorandum of agreement between the Washtenaw County Road Commission, 
the Federal Highway Administration, the Michigan Department of Transportation, 
the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office and Bridgewater Township, we 
are seeking proposals from public agencies and the general public for relocation 
and preservation of this structure for pedestrian, bikepath, or other appropriate 
light uses.  Applicants will be required to rehabilitate the structure in a manner 
consistent with the US Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation and 
to provide basic maintenance. 
 
Applicants must submit a written proposal describing the proposed location and 
use for the bridge and plans for its rehabilitation and future maintenance.  A 
proposed budget for the moving and rehabilitation project and indication of the 
source of funds should be included.  All offers for relocation and preservation 
shall be submitted, in writing, to the Washtenaw County Road Commission, 555 
North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, MI, 48103 no later than 3:30 p.m. on March 24, 
2006.  The Washtenaw County Road Commission reserves the right to reject any 
proposals. 
 
DESCRIPTION OF BRIDGE 
 
The existing bridge was built in 1953 and is a single-span, double truss, single-
story, “Bailey” truss, 14.3 feet wide and 102 feet long.  The deck consists of 
transverse timber planks supported by steel stringers. The stringers rest on 
beams which span between the Bailey trusses. There are no abutments; rather 
the trusses sit on earth embankments. 
 
Following is a description of the bridge from the Michigan Department of 
Transportation website: 
 
“Located in a wooded area [southeast] of Manchester, this bridge carries a one-
lane unpaved road over the [River Raisin]. Concrete footings from a previous 
span appear on either side of the bridges south abutment. 
  
The “Bailey”-type pony truss bridge was developed in 1941 by Donald Coleman 
Bailey, chief engineer of the British Experimental Bridging Establishment, and 
was adopted by the United States’ military in the same year. Based upon a 



system of steel panel trusses edging a roadway carried by steel I-beam stringers, 
the design proved remarkably versatile and was employed during World War II in 
both the European and Pacific theaters. 
 
The Bailey proved particularly appealing because it could easily be altered in 
place to handle a variety of vehicle weights and sizes. The strength of the 
structure was varied by vertically stacking the panel trusses and/or combining 
them side-by-side. Usually the bridge was at least partially assembled on shore 
and then “launched” across the gap. The U.S. military, which used the Bailey for 
spans up to 180 feet, boasted that one platoon of engineers could erect a 100-
foot, double truss, single-story bridge in about five hours. 
 
After the war, the military offered Bailey bridges for sale through the War Assets 
Administration. Ingham County purchased at least three for use [as] a temporary 
crossing during its bridge projects. The present Washtenaw County bridge is a 
double-truss, single-story Bailey structure reportedly constructed in 1953. No 
archival information could be located indicating whether any war-surplus 
materials were used. The bridge received a new timber deck and steel stringers 
in 1984. Because the repair project apparently did not alter the trusses, this 
bridge remains a good example of a relatively rare span type.” 
 
CONDITION 
 
The truss panels are in fair condition with minimal rusting.  The stringers and 
floor beams are badly rusted.  Deterioration of the floor beams has resulted in 
holes in the beam webs.  Major repairs were completed adding plates to the floor 
beam webs to reinforce severely corroded areas.  The timber deck is rutted and 
may be experiencing some rotting. 
 
MONETARY ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
 
As part of the construction of the new bridge, the existing Wilbur Road bridge will 
be removed from its location over the River Raisin and will be carefully 
disassembled into transportable pieces.  The cost of this disassembly will not be 
the responsibility of the purchaser.  The purchaser will be required to load the 
bridge components and transport them from the Wilbur Road location. 
 
Funding may be available from Transportation Enhancement Activity funds.  One 
of the main categories for this type of funding is Historic Preservation.  Eligible 
applicants for the Transportation Enhancement Activity funds must be one of the 
following:  An Act 51 recipient governmental unit such as the Michigan 
Department of Transportation (MDOT), all county road commissions, city and 
village road agencies, public transit agencies or one providing public transit 
services.  Non Act 51 entities may seek an Act 51 agency to act as a sponsor 
and to apply for funds on their behalf.  These Act 51 sponsors must have 
jurisdiction over the property. 



For complete information on the Transportation Enhancement Program, contact: 
 Bryan Armstrong, AICP 
 Enhancement Program Coordinator 
 Michigan Department of Transportation 
 425 West Ottawa, PO Box 30050 
 Lansing, MI  48909 
 Phone: 517-335-2636 
 
REHABILITATION AND MAINTENANCE STANDARDS 
 
The purchaser will be required to rehabilitate and maintain the property in 
accordance with the recommended procedures in the National Park Services 
1990 Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  The purchaser will be required to sign a 
preservation covenant.  A copy of the covenant is included in this package. 















HISTORIC PRESERVATION COVENANT 
 
In consideration of the conveyance of certain real property, hereinafter referred to as the 
Wilbur Road Bridge, to the Purchaser, whose mailing address is: [Purchaser’s Address]. 
 The location of the real property is described as follows: 
 

[Purchaser’s Location for Bridge] 
 
Purchaser hereby covenants to the State of Michigan, Michigan Department of History, 
Arts, and Libraries, through the State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) to maintain 
and preserve the Wilbur Road Bridge, hereinafter referred to as the Bridge, currently 
over the River Raisin, including the Bailey truss bridge superstructure as follows: 
 
1. The Purchaser shall preserve and maintain the Bridge in its current condition or 

better in order to preserve and enhance those qualities that make the Bridge 
eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

 
2. No construction, alteration, remodeling or any other action shall be undertaken or 

permitted to be undertaken on the Bridge without the express prior written 
permission of the SHPO signed by a fully authorized representative thereof. 

 
3. The SHPO shall be permitted at all reasonable times to inspect the Bridge in 

order to ascertain if the above conditions are being observed. 
 
4. In the event of a violation of this covenant, and in addition to any remedy now or 

hereafter provided by law, the SHPO may, following reasonable notice to the 
Purchaser, institute suit to enjoin said violation or to require the restoration of the 
Bridge.  The successful party shall be entitled to recover all costs or expenses 
incurred in connection with such suit, including all court costs and attorneys’ fees. 

 
5. The Purchaser agrees that the SHPO may at its discretion, without prior notice to 

the Purchaser, convey and assign all or part of its rights and responsibilities 
contained herein to a third party. 

 
6. If the Bridge is destroyed or severely damaged by accidental or natural causes, 

that is, if the historical integrity of the features, materials, appearance, 
workmanship and environment which made the property eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historical Places have been lost or so damaged that 
restoration and/or reconstruction is not feasible, the Purchaser will notify the 
SHPO in writing of the loss.  The SHPO will evaluate the loss and notify the 
Purchaser in writing of any decision to find the property ineligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  If the property is determined to be no longer 
eligible for the National Register, the SHPO will notify the Purchaser that this 
covenant is null and void. 

 
7. This covenant is binding on the Purchaser for a period specified by the SHPO 



from the date of this instrument.  Restrictions, stipulations, and covenants 
contained herein shall be inserted by the Purchaser verbatim or by express 
reference in any deed or legal instrument by which the board divests themselves 
of either the fee simple title or any other lesser estate in the Bridge or any part 
thereof. 

 
8. The failure of the SHPO to exercise any right or remedy grants under this 

instrument shall not have the effect of waiving or limiting the exercise of any 
other right or remedy or the use of such right or remedy at any other time. 

 
The covenant shall be binding servitude upon the Bridge and shall be deemed to run 
with the land.  This covenant shall be attached to and become part of the Bill of Sale 
and constitute conclusive evidence that the Purchaser agrees to be bound by the 
foregoing conditions and restrictions and to perform to obligations herein set forth. 


