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PREFACE.

AFTER so many descriptions of Bangor and its

‘ Neighbourhood, as well as the View of the Menai Bridge

'which have already appeared, it might perhaps seem

unneccessary to obtrude another similar-work ion the

acceptance of the Public.

From the rapid and extensive sale of a small descrip

tion of the Suspension Bridge over the Menai, and from

"the novelty and interest-which it still excites, the editor

has been induced to compile from various well-authen

ticated scources, an account of those favourite places of

resort that are within a short distance from Bangor;

many of which will be found grand, picturesque, and

pleasant excursions. Helhas endeavoured to compress

into a small and cheap pocket volume every necessary

information for the visitor, by rejecting whatever ‘ might

appear trivial or uninteresting.
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BANGOR.

BANGOR derives its name from Balm and

Cor, the great or lofty Choir; it is an epis

copal See, and a Market Town, situated

in a narrow defile, near a small brook called ~

Tor ormen, opening gradually to the sea,

eastward, which comes within a quarter of

a mile of the town. The situation of Bangor

appears more_like a scene of airy enchant

ment than reality; the town of Beaumaris

may be seen straggling up the steep declivity,

with its quay crowded with vessels, and all

appears of a bustle and confusion; the con

\
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‘trast, which the nearer prospect inspires,

‘will be too evident to escape notice, where

the

“ Oak, whose houghs were moss’d with age,

And high top bald with dry antiquity,"

affords a seat for the contemplation of the

wide expanse of the ocean, which will be seen

beyond the little island of Puflin, or Priest

holm ; so called from the quantity of birds of

that species, which resort here in the sum

mer months.

The Cathedral is a venerable Gothic build

ing, commodious and convenient; it was

destroyed in the year 1071, and was soon

afterwards rebuilt, for we find that in 1212

king John invaded the country, forced the

bishop from his altar, and obliged him to pay

two hundred hawks for his ransom. In the

year 1402 it was again reduced to ruin by

the rage of Owen Glyndwr, and continued

neglected for ninety years, when the choir

was restored by Bishop Deane or Deny. The

present body and tower were erected by that
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liberal Prelate Bishop Skefiington, as appears

by the following inscription at the west end,

“ Thomas Skevington, Episcopus Bimgorize,

hoc campanile et Ecclesiam fieri fecz't Aim.

partus 1532.” The height of the Tower is

about sixty feet, it was to have been raised

considerably higher, but the death of the

Bishop prevented the execution of that design,

Here are the monuments of Bishops Glynn,

1558, Morgan, 1673, Robinion, 1584, and

Vaughan, 1597, also another-with cross on

the south transept, ascribed to OWen Glyndwr

buried at Menihgton, in Herefordshire ; but

Mr. Pennant, with' apparently better reason,

ascribes it to Owen Gwynedd;

The Bishop’s palace‘is an irregular b'uild

ihg, situate on the side of the hill, about one

hundred yards to the north of the Cathedral ;

it was partly rebuilt by Bishop-Warren, and

several handsome and commodious apartments

added to it, and has been in other respects

greatly improved by the worthy Prelate, Dr.

Majendie. The residence of the Dean is

nearly adjoining the Church-yard:
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Tudor ap Gronwy, of Penmynydd and

Trecastell in Anglesey, founded here, upon

the sea shore, a house of Black Friars, and

was himself there interred in 1311. Upon

the site of this Friary, Dr. Jeffery Glynue
afterwards founded a Free School, forithe

education of poor men’s children, as is ex

pressed by his will, dated July 8, 1557 ; this

Seminary is at present well conducted, and

deservedly held in great repute : from having

been for many years the third in eminence,

(Beaumaris and Ruthin being considered su

perior) this establishment is now the most

flourishing place of education in this portion

of the principality.

Bishop Rowlands, born at Plas Myllteyrn,

in Lleyn, founded here an Hospital, and also

a Free School, at Bottwnog in this county,

about the year 1616. The Dispensary, a

most useful and benevolent institution, was

established in this city, October, 1809, under

the patronage of Lord Viscount Bulkeley,

the Lord Bishop of the Diocese, the Dean,

together with many other noblemen and gen_
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tlemen ; it must be gratifying to observe the

funds continue on the increase, vand every at

tention paid to the patientsr

A new Market House, Town Hall, and

Shambles have been lately erected by sub

scription, which is at once an improvement

to the town, and a great convenience to, the

farmers,~ andothers. The principal Inns are

the Penrhyn Arms, which is most delightfully

situated, the Castle, and the Albion, at each

place the Traveller will meet with the best

attention. The Market-day is on Friday.

Bangor is 236 miles from London, and 24 miles from Holyhead,

A pleasant walk leads to .Mr. Jackson’s,

the Bangor Ferry lnn, most delightfully situ

ated, overlooking the Straits of

MENAL

This Strait, which separates Anglesea from

the main land, although bearing only the ap

pearance of a river, is an arm of the sea, and
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most dangerous in its navigation at particular

periods of the tide, and in boisterous weather:

during the flood, from the rush of water at

each extremity, it has a double current, the

clash of which, termed Pwll Ceris, it is very

rash and highly dangerous to encounter. In

the space of fifteen miles, there are six es

tablished ferries: the first of which to the

south is Abermenai, the next near Caernar

von, and three miles north from the first is

Tal yfoel ; four miles further, Moely don ;

three miles beyond which, is the principal

one, called Porthaethwy, but more generally

known as Bangor Ferry; it is the narrowest

part of the Strait, and is only about half a

mile wide ; and this is the one over which the

mails and passengers used to pass on their

route to and from Holyhead, prior to the

erection of that stupendous efi'ort of human

genius, the Suspension Bridge, which for its

novelty and magnitude cannot fail to excite a

strong interest in the public mind; a mile

further north is the fifth, Garth Ferry; and

the sixth, and widest ferry at high water, is

between the village of Aber and Beaumaris.
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There appears but little doubt of Anglesea

having been once connected with the main

land, as evident traces of an isthmus are dis

cernible near Porthaeihwy; where a danger

ous line of rocks nearly cross the channel,

and cause such eddies at the first flowing of

the tide, that the contending currents of the

Menai seem here to struggle for superiority.

This isthmus once destroyed, and a channel

formed, it has been the work of ages, by the

force of spring tides and storms, gradually to

deepen and enlarge the opening; as it ap

pears by history, that both our Roman and

British cavalry, at low water, during neap

tides, forded or swam over the Strait, and

covered the landing of the infantry from flat

bottomed boats.

The violent rush of water, and consequent

inconvenience, delay, and danger, when the

wind and tide are unfavourable to the passage

over Bangor Ferry, in the present state of'

constant and very' rapid communication with

Ireland, gave rise to the idea of forming the

present magnificent bridge over the Menai.
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In the years 1810 and 1811, several plans of

bridges were proposed for effecting a regular

and unobstructed passage. All these bridges

were to be of cast iron, and of sufficient width

of span and height of elevation not to obstruct

the navigation. Among those approved'by

the Committee of the House of Commons,

after due investigation, was one of a single

arch, projected' by Mr. Telford, at the esti

mated cost of £70,000. The first stone of

which was laid on the 10th of August, 1819,

without any ceremony, by Mr. Provis, the

resident engineer, and Mr. Wilson, the Con

tractor for the Masonry; and owing to the

necessary preparations for so large an under

taking, it was not until the 26th of April,

1825, that the first iron-chain was thrown

over the Straits of Menai. As the day was

fine and highly propitious for the occasion, a

vast concourse of persons, of all ranks and

conditions, began to assemble on the Angle

sea and Carnar‘vonshire shores about twelve

o’clock at noon, to witness a scene which our

ancestors never contemplated. Precisely at

half-past two o’clock, it being then about
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half-flood tide, the raft prepared for the oc

casion, stationed on the Carnarvonshire side,

near Treborth Mill, which supported a part

of the chain intended to be drawn over, began

to move gradually rom its mooring, towed

by four boats, with the assistance of the tide,

to the centre of the river, between the two

grand piers ; when the raft was properly ad

justed, and brought to its ultimate situation,

it was made fast to several buoys, anchored

in the channel for that specific purpose. The

whole of this arduous process was accom

plished in twenty-five minutes.

A part of the chain, pending from the apex

of the suspending pier, on the Carnarvonshire

side, down near to high-water mark, was

then made fast by a bolt, to that part of the

chain lying on the raft, which operation was

completed in twenty minutes.

The next process was fastening the other

extremity of the chain (on the raft) to two

immense powerful blocks, for the purpose of

hoisting the entire line of chain to its intend

-\. --~~W~w'Nan-es
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ed station, the apex of the suspending pier on

the Anglesea side; the tension of the chain

then being forty tons. \Vhen the blocks

were made secure to the chain, (comprising

twenty-five ton weight of iron) two capstans,

and also two preventive capstans, commenced

working, each capstan being propelled by

thirty-two men. In order to preserve an

equanintity in the rotatory evolutions of the

two principle capstans, two fifers played

several tunes, in order to keep the men regu

lar in their steps, for which purpose they

had been previously trained.

At this critical and interesting juncture,

the attention of the spectators assembled‘on

the occasion, seemed rivetted to the novel

spectacle now' presenting itself to their view ;

the chain rose majestically, and this truly

gratifying sight was enthusiastically enjoyed

by every individual present.

At fifty minutes after four o’clock, the

final bolt was fixed, which completed the

whole line of chain, and the happy event was
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hailed by the hearty exclamations of the nth

merous spectators, joined by the vociferations

of the workmen, which had a beautiful effect

from the reiteration of sound, occasioned by

the heights of the opposite banks of the river.

Not the least accident, delay, or failure in

any department took place during the whole

performance, which did infinite credit to all

employed in this great and grand work.

From the casting off of the raft to the

uniting of the chain, took up only two hours

and twenty minutes, which appears truly as

tonishing, when the magnitude of the work

is considered, and which could only be appre

ciated) by those who had an opportunity of

viewing it—a work differing in design from

every other bridge, and which undeniably,

has not its equal in the world.

The following is a summary account of the

dimentions of the bridge : the extreme length

of the chain, from the fastenings in the rocks

is upwards of 1700 feet. The height of the

road-way from high-water line is 100 feet.
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Each of the seven small piers, from high

waterline to the spring of the arches is 65

feet. The span of each arch is 52 feet. Each

of the two suspending piers is 52 feet above

the road. The road on the bridge consists of

two carriage ways of 12 feet each, with a

foot-path in the centre. By this division of

the bridge, there can be no confusion or dan

ger from carriages, cattle, or persons meeting;

as carriages going in one direction will take

one side, and those passing the contrary way

the other ; whilst the predestriau will be se

cured by a strong iron railing on each side,

so th at neither cattle nor carriages can come

near him. The carriage roads pass through

two arches, in the suspending piers, of the

width of 9 feet, by 15 feet in height to the

spring of the arches. To counteract the

contraction and expansion of the iron, from

the efl'ect of the change of the atmosphere in

Winter and Summer, a set of rollers are

placed under cast-iron saddles, on the top of

the suspending piers, where the chains rest.

The vertical rods, an inch square, suspended

from the chains, support the sleepers for the



18

flooring of the road-way, the rods being

placed five feet from each other. The chains,

sixteen in number, consist of five bars each ;

length of the bar, nine feet nine inches, width

three inches by one inch square, with six

connecting lengths at each joint, one foot six

inches, by ten inches, and one inch, secured

by two bolts at each joint, each bolt Weighing

fifilb. and the total number of bars, in the

cross section of the chains, is 80.

The whole is suspended from four lines of

iron cables by perpendicular iron rods, placed

five feet apart, and these rods support the

road-way framing. The suspending power

is calculated at 2016 tens, and the weight to

be suspended, exclusive of the cables, is 342

tons, leaving a disposable power of 1674 tons.

The whole weight of the bridge between the

points of suspension is 489 tons. The abut

ments consist of the masonry-work ; each of

the two piers are 60 feet by4% wide at high.

water mark, having a foundation of rock.

These piers are connected with the whole of

the remainder of the masonry, and form a
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' mass constructed with blocks of hard lime

stone, of much greater weight than is neces

sary for supporting a bridge of this kind.

’It was opened for general intercourse on

Monday, the 30th of January, 1826, at half

past one in the morning. As the season was

considered unfavourable for a public celebra

'tion of the event, the Commissioners deter

mined that the opening should be quite pri.

vate ; and in pursuance of this resolution, a

meeting was held the previous evening at

Bangor Ferry, tomake'f- the final arrange

-monts.

‘Mr.‘W. A. Pnovls, the resident Engineer,

*was then dispatched to meet the London (via

vShrevvsbury) down mail, and to take charge

of it across the bridge. 'Having mounted the

'box with Mr. 'David Davies the coachman,

and Mr. James Reid the guard, the mail pro

cocded, and on its way to the bridge took up

Mr. AKERS, the mail coach superintendant,

Mr. HAZLEDINE, the Contractor for the

"iron-work from Shrcwsbnry, Mr. J.'PROVIS,
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the Su‘perintendant for proving and examining

it, Mr. Ruonns, who has had the charge of

erecting the iron and timber work, Messrs,

W. and J. WILSON, sons of the Contractor

for the Masonry, Mr. Esrnnn, an Overseer,

and as many more as could either be crammed

in, or find a place to hang by. Thus loaded,

amidst the blaze of lamps, the cheers of those

assembled, and the roaring of a heavy gale

of wind, the gates were thrown open, and the

mailpassed triumphantly across !

About nine o’clock, that excellent and in
defatigable Commissioner, Sir HENRY IPAR

Mann, and the chief Engineer Mr. TnLFonD,

passed over in the carriage of the latter.

Throughout the remainder of the day the

number of carriages’belonging to the gentry

of Anglesea and Carnarvonshire, and. many

others, as well as horses and persons, that

passed over, were immense; the bridge was

literally crowded, (as many as 20 or 30,000

people crossed in the course of the day) ; and

tickets could not be issued fast enough for the

demand. a On entering one end of the bridge

_-..-~ ‘\ i
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a ticket is given which clears the other ; but

so delighted were many parties, that they

flung away their tickets and paid at both

toll-houses. The amount collected the first

day exceeded £18, although the tolls are

Surprisingly low, and the Commissioner:

seeing the immense multitude meant to make

a holiday, allowed them towards evening to

go and return for once paying toll. Formerly

on crossing the Ferry the charge was 25. 611‘

for each wheel of a carriage, besides a de

mand for the ferrymen, whereas the tolls over

this bridge are only as follows ;

Stage and Mail Coaches ....................... ‘0

Other carriages with four wheels and four horses . . .

Ditto, four wheels and two horses .................

Chaise, Chair, or Glg, with two wheels ................

\Vaggon, Wain, or other such carriage with four wheels

Ditto, Ditto, Ditto, two wheels ......................

Horse, MuleI or Ass, not drawing any carriage ..........

Foot Pamnger ......................................

Drove of Oxen, Cows, or neat Cattle, per score . . ,. . _ _

Ditto Hogs, Calves, Sheep, or Lambs, per score ..........

  

  

or‘Oon—Owun“

QQF'NQOQQOQP'

The evening was spent by the workmen

with much fun and feasting, and the Sons of

the Sister Kingdoms seemed to have but one

feeling, that of wishing success to the bridge.

—~ ‘—~-_~,. ,,'~_J--.-- “F
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We cannot close this account of the Menai

Bridge without admiring the consumate skill

of Mr. TELFORD, who has most undoubtedly

preved himself, in this line, the first Architect

of the age. When death shall deprive the

country of his further services, his epitaph,

(simple as that upon Sir CHRISTOPHER

WREN,) will‘be abundantly sufficient, if it

state, that “his monument is suspended over

the Straits qfll’lenai.” ‘

BEAUMARIS.

Aboutv 4 miles from the Menai Bridge.

BEAUMARIS is the largest and best built

town in Anglesea, it is delightfully situated

on the western shore called Beaumaris Bay,

and commands an extensive view of the sea,

and the Carnarvonshire mountains. The bay

is a fine expansive opening in front of the

town'so sheltered by the island of Priestholm,

and Great Ormeshead, that vessels of heavy

burthen may ride here perfectly secure, in

the most stormy weather.
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The Church is a handsome structure, with

a large square embattled tower, it contains a

very magnificent monument, high-1y deserving

the attention of the stranger. The Church

was repaired by the late Lord Bulkeley“, to

which he gave an organ, a set of handsome

communion plate, a clock, and a peal of six

fine toned bells. He has also given a house

to the rector for the time being.

Here is also a good free school, and a fine

town hall, over which are commodious assem

bly rooms. As no manufactures of conse

quence are carried on in its neighbourhood,

it is rather more calculated for retirement,

than for active bustle; but being the county

town, it is now and then enlivened by the

gaieties attendant upon assizes, elections, and

other public meetings.

The town was surrounded with Walls just

after the erection of the castle, which was

' The munificence of the late Lord Bulketey caused the pre

sent highly picturesque and eXCellent road to be formed at his

own expense, from Bangor Felry to the Town of Beaumaris,

which with the adjoining walks of Baron Hill, to which the

public have free acces, form highly interesting objects of at

traction to writers.
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built by Edward 1. towards the close of'the

13th century, and was undoubtedly a very

elegant and strong fortress; but from the

lowness of the site, the expansive diameter of

its circular towers and bastions, together with

the dilapidated state of the walls, it dees not

now possess that prominent character and has

posing effect so strikingly apparent in the

more proud piles of Carnarvou and Conway.

Beaumaris sends one member to parliament

who is chosen by the corporation. Has an

excellent market on the Saturday. The

principal Inns are the Bull Inu,and Liverpool

Arms Hotel, where the Traveller will meet

with civility, the accommodations excellent,

and the charges reasonable.

HOLYHEAD,

260g milesfiom London, 107} mileafi'ont Shrewrbmy

HOLYHEAD is situated on an island at the'

western extremity of Anglesea, and princi

pally consisting of houses of entertainment,

scattered up and down in a long street, for
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persons bound to and from Ireland. The

natives call this place Caer Gwybi, in honour

of a certain religious man, who founded a.

small monastery here about the year 380.

The situation of this place relative to the

coast of Ireland has ever rendered it of con

siderable importance, from the facilities it

affords for a communication with that country,

the passage being much less difficult and

dangerous than from any other part of the

coast; this circumstance has occasioned

the establishment of a number of packets

fitted up in a superior manner for the conve

nience of passengers, which proceed to and

from the opposite coast with great regularity.

The principal trade of this ‘port consists in

the importation of the agricultural produce

of the kingdom, denominated the Sister

Island; and the exports are chiefly grain

grown in the island of Anglesea, which is of

very excellent quality, and generally amounts

to 40,000 bushels per annum. Holyhead is

undoubtedly of very remote antiquity, and

appears from the vestiges of military works

still evident, to have been a place of impor
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tance in the Roman times. The promontory

called the Head presents a most interesting

object of curiosity to the traveller, furnishing

one of those sublime spectacles which are oc-.

casionally met with, formed by the plastic

hand of nature, and defying the weak attempts

of human art to imitate; it consists of an im_

mense mass of rocks, in which have been

formed, by the continual action of the waves,

various grotesque and stupendous caverns;

one of these, which has received the vulgar

appellation 0f the Parliament House, is par

ticularly worthy of attention: the clifi's and‘

craigs above afford protection to numerous

birds, among which is to 'be found the cele—

brated peregrine falcon : the eggs of some of

these birds are considered a most delicious

dainty; and much skill and dexterity is

evinced by the natives in collecting them.

These caverns are only approachable in a

boat.

The town consists principally of one street,

with a handsome embattled church, formerly

collegiate, but now parochial, and belonging
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to Jesus College, Oxford: -the church-yard

is in the form of a parallelogram, about 220

feet long, and 130 feet broad; three of its

sides consist of massy walls, the fourth being

open to the harbour, and having only a low

parapet laid on the precipitous clifi‘s ; at each

angle is--a circular bastion tower, and along

the walls are two rows of round openings.

Here is an assembly-room, and also bath"

for the amusement or accommodation'ofthose

visiting the place; The market day is on

the Saturday. The principal Hotels are the

Royal Hotel, and the Hibernian Hotel; the

best commercial Inns are the George and

Dragon, and the King’s Head.

The South Stack light house, on‘ an islet,

within about twenty yards of the bold cliffs

of the-mountain, exhibits a revolving light of

the most essential service. The islet is con

nected with the mountain by means of a rope

bridge, which is perfectly safe to cross over

yet of awful sublimity in appearance. This

bridge is about to be superseded by one on
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a similar principle as that across the Menai

Straits. A fine extensive pier on an island

called Ynys-halen, forms the north side of

the harbour; at the extremity of which, is a

fine light-house, exhibiting a brilliant light

by oil gas.

The Mail arrives at Holyhead at 12 o'clock

at night, the steam packet-sails immediately

and reaches Dublin by 7 the next morning.

CARNARVON.

29% miles from Holyhead, 79} milcsfrom Abcryrtwifh,

9 miles from Bangor.

 

CARNARVON may certainly be considered

as one of the handsomest towns in North

Wales; it is situated at the mouth of the

Seiont, on a small peninsula, formed by that

river and the brook Cadnant, on the verge of

the Straits of the Menai, which separate this

county from the island of Anglesea ; the town

is well and regularly built, in the form. of 'a
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"Square, enclosed on three sides with thick

stone walls; and on the south side defended

by the Castle.

The Castle is founded on a rock, and is

almost entire; the outer Walls are of dark

grey hewn stone, with an edging of red

ones at the corners and about the windoWs,

which gives it a handsome appearance. This

building is the Work of king Edward L, the

conquerer of the principality ; the form of it

is a long irregular square, enclosing an area

of about two acres and a half. The towers

are extremely elegant, but not being entwined

with ivy, do not wear that picturesque ap

pearance which castles generally possess;

they rise above the parapet in majestic gran

deur. Two of these towers are more lofty

than the rest, one, called the Eagle Tower,

has three elegant turrets issuing from the top ;

an apartment in this tower is shown as the

room in which Edward 11., the first Prince

of Wales, was born. From the top of this

tower which is often ascended by strangers,

an extensive, grand, and varied view of the
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adjacent country and the Straits of Menai,

are seen to great advantage. On the south

side are three hexagon and three octagon

towers, with small turrets, and others on the

north. All these towers communicate with

each other by a gallery, both on the ground

and upper floor, formed within the immense

thickness of the walls, in which are cut nar

row slips, at convenient distances, for the

discharge of arrows.

The stranger may spend much time here

in admiring this ancient yet noble castle,

which is justly the boast of- North Wales,

and when having ‘satisfied the eye with

seeing’ may enjoy a delightful walk on the

broad terrace, along the side of the Menai,

extending from the quay to the end of the

town walls, and which in the evening forms

a delightful promenade for persons of all

descriptions; who, while they inhale the

salutiferous breeze, may be agreeably amused

by the moving varieties of the port, which is

generally crowded with vessels trading in

slates, of which thousands are exported;
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Carnarvon possessed such great favour

‘with Edward the 'lst. as to have the first

royal charter granted in Wales given to it.

It is by that constituted a borough; it has

one alderman, one deputy mayor, two bailiffs,

a town-clerk, two- serjeants-at-mace, and a

mayor; who, for the time, is governor of the

castle, and is allowed £200. per annum to keep

it in repair: it, jointly with Criccieth, Nevin,

Pwllheli, and Conway, sends one member to

parliament; for the return of whom, every

inhabitant, resident or non-resident, who has

been admitted to the freedom of the place,

possesses a vote.

The County Hall stands nearly opposite to

the grand entrance to the castle, it is a low

building, but sufficiently-commodious within

to hold with convenience the great sessions,

The County Prison is also situated near the

castle, it was erected by Mr. PENSON of

Wrexlzam in-the year 1794 ; it is a neat and

commodious building. A new Market House

has been lately erected, which is- convenient

and well-contrived, having excellent shambles
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and “stalls for other articles, over and under

which are ware-rooms for housing grain and

other unsold commodities. At the extremity

of the quay is the Custom-House, a substan

tial and convenient building.

Carnarvon is' only a township and chapelry

to Llanbeblicfl‘ ' The chapel is situated on the

north west of the town, it was re-built in the

year 1812, partlyby subscription, assisted

by the corporation, who let a certain number

of pews annually as their property. The fine

toned organ was presented by the Marquis
~ of Anglesea“ v

Carnarvon h‘as places of worhip for the

Presbyteriaus, the Calvinists, the Wesleyan

Methodists, and the Baptisits. Has a Market

on the Saturday, which is generally well sup

plied and the articles reasonable.

 

" The church of Llanbeblic is supposed to have derived its -

name from Publicius, a brother of the illustrious Helen, whose

s lendid acts in favour of christianity are at this day attested in

alestine. In the church is an altar tomb, erected to the memory

of William, a son of Sir William Gryfl‘ydd of Penrhyn, who

died in 1587, and Margaret his wife; their figures are In white

.malble, lyin on a mat, exhibiting a fine specimen of the sculp. .

torial art. ' he church is about half-a-mile from Carnarvou.
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Carnarvon is greatly improving, and is a

place of considerable trade ; it is now become

the favourite resort of strangers in the sum

mer months, and through the munificence of

the Marquis of Anglesea, noble baths are

now erected near the terrace,—and to render

Carnarvon equal to other watering places

there only wants a few neat, comfortable, and

respectable houses erected for the accommo,

dation of visitors. The Uxbridge Arms

Hotel, erected by the late Lord Uxbridge, is

a fine and commodious building, delightfully

situated at the entrance to Carnarvon from

the Bangor road. The Goat Inn also claims

the attention of strangers, as well for its in

ternal arrangements as for its fine view of the

venerable old castle; at each place they will,

at a reasonable rate, meet with a plentiful

supply of the good things of this life.

The site of the ancient town of Segontium,

which lies near Llanbeblic, will be found

worthy the stranger’s attention ; it was the

only Roman station of any note in this part of

Wales, on which a long chain of minor forts
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and posts were dependant. It is even main

tai-ned, and that by good authorities, that it

was not only the residence, but the burial

place of Constantius, father of Constantine

the Great;~~ but most probably this arises

from confusing Helena, the, daughter of

Octavius, 'duke of Cornwall; Awho was born

at'Segontium, and to Maximusyfirst cousin

of Constantine, with Helena his mother,

whom these authorities assert to have been

the daughterof a British King. A chapel,

said to have been founded by Helen, and a

well which bears her name, are still pointed

out amongst the ruins. :

A'few years ago a very-curious ring, en-~

closed in a small silverbox, deposited in the

foundation of some very firm masonry, was

dug up from some ruins near the castle. The

ring is of gold, with twelve square compart

ments on the circumference; the bezil is a

flat surface, with a half length female figure,

apparently Roman, engraved upon it. The

ring is in the possession of a Mrs. Edwards,

of Carnarvon.
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Segontium received its name from the

river Seient, which runs from the lower lake

of Llanberis, passes under the walls, and dis

charges itself into the Menai, near the castle

of Carnarvon. It has been of an oblong

shape and formerly occupied about six acres

of ground. It is now divided into two parts

by the road that leads to Beddgelart, Not

far hence is the ancient fort which belonged

to it; this also is of an oblong figure, and

contains about an acre of ground. The

wallson two sides are pretty entire one is

seventy-four yards long, the othersixty-four ;

height ten feet eight inches, and six feet in

thickness. A great part of the facing is re

moved, which discovers the peculiarity of the

Roman masonry; the walls are formed by

first placing the stones one upon another,

generally in two courses, the one regular,

and the other in a zigzag form, and then

poured boiling mortar upon them, which in

sinuated itself into the many openings and

hollows of the work, and thereby, from its

strength bound the irregular pieces of stone

into a firm and solid wall.
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From the numerous improvements in and

near Carnarvon, many new and interesting

lights have been thrown on the rains in its

vicinity, which will form a rich treat to the

antiquary.

From Carnarvon parties in the summer

months are daily making excursions to that

majestic mountain

SNOWDON,

whose towering top overlooks its petty rivals,

and from whence upon a clear day, the ex~

panse of vision carries the eye over part of

the coast, with the hills of Scotland; the

high mountains of lngleborough, and Peny

gent, in Yorkshire ; beyond these the moun

tains of Westmoreland and Cumberland; and

on this side some of the hills of Lancashire.

When the atmosphere is very transparent,

even part of the county of Wicklow, and the

whole of the Isle of Man become visible. It

is often the case, that when the day appears

favourable for obtaining an extensive pros
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pect, a vast mist suddenly surrounds it, and

remains in that state for several hours. In

exploring this mountain it is necessary to

start early in the morning in order to rest, and

veiw the different prospects that present them

selves to the eye; to have an experienced

guide ; and some provisison, and liquor,

which will bear' dilution... Near the top of

Snowdon is a spring of fine, clear, well-tasted

water, and is excessively cold.

There are three different routes by which

strangers are generally conducted up this

celebrated mountain ; the best and most usual

way, is that commencing between the New

Inn and Dolbadarn castle, near the bridge,

and following the course of the river tor a

quarter of a mile, and passing very near the

water-fall called' Caunant Mawr, then turn

ing to the left, along the ridge of hills between

the upper vale of Llanberis and Cwm Brwy

nog, as far as the copper mine, then turning

to the left, and winding up the side of the

slope or ridge, cross over until within view

of the Llanberis pass, above the church.
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The ridge of Snowdonia is a natural ram.

pire, running in rather a bent line from

sea to sea, with two rivers for a moat at the

back of it, which fall into the sea, one at

Traeth Mawr, the other at Conway, as if

nature had designed Anglesea for the seat of

sovereignty, and art had likewise lent her

aid in securing the passes or avenues leading

through them, as Deganwy on the Conway,

Caerhun on the pass of Bwlch y ddau-faen,

and a fort at Aber; Dolwyddelan Castle,

Nant Ffrangon Fort; Dol Badern Castle

in Nant Peris, and Cidwm in Nant Tall y llyn ;

and upon the broad pass of Traeth Mawr

the castles of Harlech and Criccieth, a tower

at Casail Gyfarch, and a fort at Dolbenmaen.

Mr. PENNAN'I‘ in describing Snowdon,

says “ the mountain from the summit, seems

propped by four buttresses, between which

are four deep cwms, or hollows; each ex.

cepting one, have one or more lakes lodged

in its distant bottom: and the nearest was

nynon Llas, or the the green well, lying

immediately below ; the waters of which from
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this elevation, appear black and‘unfathom

able, and the edges quite green. Thence is

a succession of bottoms, surrdunded by the

most lofty and rugged bills, the greatest

part of the sides of which are quite mural. _'

and form a most magnificent amphitheatre;

The FVyddfa is on“ one side; Crib‘y Distylf,

with its serrated tops, on another ; Crib Cock;

a ridge of fiery redness, appears beneath the

preceding ; and opposite to it, is the boundary

called 'the Llechwedd. Another very singu

lar support is y Clawdd Codi, rising into a

sharp ridge. The view from this exalted

situation is unbounded. I saw from it the

county- of Chester, the high hills of York

shire, part of the north of England, Scotland,

and Ireland ; a plain view of the Isle of Man

and that of Anglesea, lay extended like a

map beneath, with every rivulet visible. I

took much pains to see this prospect to ad.

vantage ; sat up at a farm-house on the west

till about twelve, and walked up the whole

way. The night was remarkably fine and

starry. Short intervals of darkness inten

vened, which was soont dispersed by the
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dawn of day. The body of the Sun appear

ing most distinctly, with the rotundity of the

moon before it, arose high enough to render

its beams too brilliant for our sight. The

sea which bounded the Western part, was

gilded by its beams; at first in slender streaks,

but at lenght it glowed with redness. The

prospect Was-disclosed like the gradual draw

ing up of a curtain in a theatre. We saw

more and more, till the heat became so power

ful, as to attract the mists from the various

lakes, which in a slight degree obscured the

prospect. The shadow of the mountain was

flung many miles, and showed its bicapitated

form; the Wyddfa making one, Crib y Distyll

the other head. I counted between twenty

and thirty lakes, either in this county or

Merionethshire. The day proved so exces

sively hot, that the . journey cost me the skin

of the lower part of my face.” Another visit

to Snowdon, Mr. PENNANT gives the follow

ing account: "A vast mist enveloped the

whole circuit of the mountain. The prospect

down was horrible. It gave an idea of unma

bcrs of abysses, concealed by a thick smoke
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furiously circulating around us '; very often a

gust of wind formed an opening in the clouds,

which gave a fine and distant visto of lake

and valley. Sometimes they opened only in

one place; at others in many, at once ex

hibiting a most strange and perplexing sight

of water, fields, rocks, or chasms in fifty

different places. They then closed in at once

and left us involved in darkness ; shortly they

would separate again, and fly in wild eddies

round the middle of the mountains and ex

pose in parts, both tops and bases, clear to

our view. We descended from this varied

scene with great reluctance ; but before we

reached our horses, a thunder-storm overtook

us ; its rolling among the mountains was in

expressibly awful ; the rain uncommonly"

heavy ; we remounted our horses, and gained

the bottom with great risk of being swept

away by these sudden waters."

Various have been the conjectures on the

derivation of the name of this mountain : some

affirm that the Welsh name of Snowdon sig.

nifies the Eagles’ Rocks, deducing it from
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the number of birds that at one time haunted

these rocks ; but the most simple conjecture

seems to be, that this name. alludes to the

frequency of the snow on the highest peaks

Mr. PENNANT derives its name from a com

pound of Welsh words, as Creigiau’r Eryr,

Eagle Rocks.

The height of Snowdon, above high-water

mark at Carnarvon, is 3591 feet.

From Carnarvon 7 miles—From Carnarvon to the summit of

Snowdon 11 miles—Beaumaris 13 miles.

CONWAY.

235 miles fiom London, 23 miles from ‘Camarvon,

15 miles from Bangor, 38 miles from Holyhead, and

47 milesfrom Chester.

 

CONWAY, a large picturesque but old for

tified town, situated upon the north of Car

narvonshire, with a river of the same name

running upon the ‘east side, which was noted

for being a pearl fishery even in the time of
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the Romans, but is now held in little estima

tion. The annals of this place commence no

earlier than with the history of its castle,

which was erected in the year 1284, by order

of Edward the 1st., as a security against the

insurrections of the Welsh. It is scarcely

possible to believe that a more beautiful

structure than this ever exhisted, and its

equal cannot be found in Britain; its form is

nearly an oblong, extending along the verge

of a precipitous rock; the walls are of great

thickness, flanked by eight vast circular

towers, each having a slender machiolated

one issuing from the top; these were ascended

by spiral staircases, and served the purpose

of watch turrets; and from whence may be

seen an extensive, diversified, and truly en

chanting prospect. The grand entrance was

at the north-west end, by a draw-bridge,

over a deep and wide foss. On the south

side, near the river, is a very elegant and

magnificent hall, 130 feet by 32, with eight

Ilight Gothic arches, six of which are still in

,good condition. At the one end is a chapel,

with afine Gothic window.
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The town of Conway is nearly in a trian

gnlar form, enclosed with lofty strong walls,

and defended by a number of towers ; it has

four gateways placed at certain distances,—

and was made a free borough by Edward the

1st., who ordered that the mayor should

preserve its privileges, and to be constable

of the castle for the time being. The town

is governed by an alderman, recorder, coro

ner, water-bailiff, and two serjeants-at-mace,

elected annually ; and is a contributory

borough with Carnarvon, Nevin, Pwllheli,

and Criccieth, in returning one member to

parliament.

The ancient church will doubtless attract

the stranger’s attention, not so much for its

external appearance, but for the monuments

it contains. On a flat stone in the nave, is

an inscription which perhaps few places can

- produce :, “ Here lyeth the body of Nicholas

Hookes, of Conway, gent., who was the 41st

child of his father, William Hookes, Esq. by

Alice, his wife, and father of 27 children;

who died on the 20th of March, 1637.”
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Here is likewise a veryvold house, having

a singular window, with several coats of arms

of the Stanley family, called the college.

Although fast hastening to decay, yet still

some curious specimens of workmanship are

visible. '

ln this town is also shewn a very antique

building, erected in 1585, by Robert Wynne,

Esq. of Gwydir, which is now inhabited by

a few poor families. The roof is singularly

carved with ornaments ; the front is decorated

with the arms of England, and some curious

crests, birds, and beasts. Over the door

facing the street, are carved the arms of

Queen Elizabeth. ,

The trade of Conway is rather increasing,

having excellent conveniences; its chief ex

ports consist of corn, potatoes, timber, bark,

pot-ash, slates and minerals, as lead, cala

mine, pyrites, and copper, from the mines

near Llanrwst. Its imports are lime-stone

and shell sand, for agricultural purposes, with

coal, groceries, and iron. There is a very
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good and commodious inn. which affords ex

cellent accommodation for strangers. The

market day is' on the Friday.

The river Conway rises out of Llyn Con

way, at the south extremity of the county,

in the mountains of Penmaclmo. The ferry

over the river is of considerable importance,

as lying upon the great road from Chester to

Holyhead ; it is about half a mile across, and

has been considered a hazardous passage

0ver,—to say nothing of its inconvenience, or

of the imposition practised by the boatmen

upon strangers ; who, not being content with

the regular fare, would generally importune

for liquor. To obviate such difficulties Con

way can now boast of a fine suspension

bridge, erected in 1826, from a design by

Mr. TELFORD, at the expense of upwards of

£40,000. The venerable castle, from whose

walls this highly magnificent bridge is partly

suspended, receives additional beauty, by its

towers being built in a state of uniformity ;

indeed the design has been so well executed

that the walls only want the crust of age, to
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make its appearance replete with grandeur.

Nature here assumes almost every variety of

aspect, from the surrounding hills, which

present themselves with inexpressible beauty

and sublimity, as well as every thing that can

interest alike the historian, the botanist, the

mineralogist, the naturalist, and the anti

quary.

  

THE END.
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