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Although there had been efforts to link Grant and Kittitas County since 1915, it was not until 1927 that a 1,636
foot cantilever truss was constructed across the Columbia River at Vantage. The steel structure consisted of four 168
foot steel Warren deck trusses, two 220 foot steel anchor arms, two 160 foot cantilever trusses, and one 200 foot sus-
pended span. The bridge at Vantage was one of four large cantilever highway bridges built across the Columbia River
during the 20's, confirming the proliferation and permanence of the automobile. It served as a 1ink across the Columbia
until the construction of the Wanapam Dam in the early 1960's necessitated a bridge at a higher elevation. At this time
the Vantage Bridge was dismantled by the State Department of Transportation, and the structural components were stored.
In 1968, the bridge was re-erected on newly constructed piers over the Snake River at Lyons Ferry as part of a new
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25. PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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" DESCRIPTION (CONTINUED)
The Lyons Ferry Bridge is a rather late example of the once common practice of reusing a truss at different

locations. Part of the merit of the truss lies in the versatility and economy of its design. Because of the standardi-
zation of its parts, it can be easily rebuilt to fit the dimensions of several crossings during its lifetime.

The Snake River Bridge is representative of the cantilever truss, a truss form used in the construction of long
span bridges. It is significant as part of the major construction of long-span highway bridges that occurred in

Washington State during the 20's.
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Lyons Ferry Bridge (in background)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Over a period of several million years, basalt flows covered much of south-central a
south-eastern Washington State. In some areas, drilling revealed depths of over
10,000 feet and st111 the extent of lava had not been reached. Soil which subsequent!
covered much of the basalt was stripped from the land during a series of catastrophi¢
floods, the last of which was extimated to have occurred some 12,000 years ago. HMuct
of the land has a barren, dry, isolated, "other-world" feeling. The scablands of
eas.ern Yashington are, 1n fact, a unique geologic formation.

The Snake River, at the Lyons Ferry Crossing, has cut through over one thousand feet
of successive layers of basalt, leaving rugged cliffs andbenches framing the river,
The Palouse River Jjoins the Snake immediately upsiream of the crossing site and also
has cut a desp canyon about nine miles back from the confluence, producing a spectac-
ular waterfall of one hundred and ninety-eight feet, higher than Niagara Falls.

The site 1s located 1n a region with hot and dry summers and cool and dry winters.

- Where there are not coulees and lava outcrops, dryland farming can be practiced
Livestock also graze n the region. There are semi-active sand dunes and blowouts
nearby. The immediate area as well as the surrounding countryside is treeless and
rocky. Sagebrush and rattlesnakes abound. Marmes Rockshelter, a Tisting 1n the
National Register of Historic Places, is about two and one half miles up the Palouse
River. Aerial photographs show a rugged disected topography along the river with
l1ttle habitation. Population density is almost two persons per square mile.

With the completion of Lover Monumental Lock and Dam a Take, less than one-half mile
In width, has been created which covers the ferry slips. State Highway 261, just
upstream from the ferry landing, crosses the Snake at Lyons Ferry, ihe first highway
from the confluence of the Snake and Columbia Rivers to bridge the former stream.
The Union Pacific Railroad Joso Bridge is 1mmediately downstream from the former
ferry landing. It appears that the Mullan Road crossed the Snake closer to the

Tocation of the railroad bridge.

Recreation Tacilities have been developed in recent years with the creation of Lyons
Ferry State Park at the meeting of the Palouse and Snake Rivers. The Palouse River
Canyon, a natural area of high scenic quality and wildlife values which extends

northward from the Snake River, has been reserved for intensive wildlife management.

Although the bridges and the State Park are intrusions on the topography, their
appearance 1s obviously of structures superimposed on a timeless landscape which for
all intents and purposes is as it was for hundreds if not thousands of years into the
past. The basic geology of the region has changed 11ttle 1n the past 12,000 years
and looks very much as 1t did when the native peoples crossed Snake River at the
mouth of the Palouse.
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Historic Name: Snake River Bridge
(Lyons Ferry)

Address: North of SR 12

City: Lyons Ferry

County: Columbia Smithsonian Number: 45000031
Download nomination form Date Listed: 7/16/1982

Listing Status: WHR/NR
Historic Use: Transportation Classification: STR
Style: None Resource Count: 1
Built: 1906 Area of Significance: Engineering
Architect: Level of Significance: Local
Builder: Listing Criteria: A, C

Statement of Significance
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