
I I I I I I I HAER INVENTORY Historic American Engineering Record
I, SITEI,DNO Deportment of the lnt cri cr, Washington, D.C.

, ,~mU""ll"'L ct ~5SIF'C"'''ON :l PRIORITY .. DAN"ER OF" DEMOLITlON1 DYES ONO I$JlJN~NOWN

J3J:i,gge s • Trestles, and Agyedycts 7 6 4 J 1
,SPECIFYIImeA'l

5 nATE 6 GOVT SOURCE or THREAT OWNEH AOMIN

CANT: Steel 1906-08 I I I IL~J'i;;1!'l\.};'Nl I -1 1!Ef.:}o/l\1',jl 1 r r."~i1lt
r OWNER,AOMIN

Henatchee ReclamatiDn District
8 N .......EI510F STRuCTURE 9 QWNF.A 5 ADORE 55

Columbia River, 8ridge 900 South Henatchee Avenue
Wenatchee. Washington 98801

10 SlATE I W I A~r2iCOUNTYNAME (HY/vIClNlTY tONG STATE I"Dlc"' tEl COUNTY NAME IClTYNlCINtfY Ig~~GI I ICOIlNTV I 0 I oi 71 f.hp1an //)ouG.fAS u,,~,."~,~ 015T I nl4 COUN" I rJ I I 7 I I>: i_"_'( o: ()
11. SITE AoonESSISTREET & NO I " EXISTING ON_ ONHL OHAas OHAEA-' OHAER ONPS OCleSURVEYS

OCONF DSTATE oCOUNTY o LOCAL DOTHER

13 SPECIAL FEATUR!;;SIOESCRIBE SElOWl

OJN1ERIOR INTACT OEX1ERIOR INTACT OENVIRONS INTACT.. VTM [ONr. EASTING NQRTHING ~ SIGN SCALE iKJ I 2. 01625

P 1 I 0 F;":;' 7 10 I 318 I 110 512 I 5 4151t-lolf:;;' I ou"o I-IashingtgnOOTHER NAM,Wenatchee.
UIM lONE e"STING NORTHING I~ SIGN SCALE 0'2. 01625

[;: 1 I a l"nV 71014111610 512 i 5 4161§'lc~~}' I ou"o
.." ~ t- DOTHCR NAME

•

--

15 COND1110N 10 0 EXCELLENT flOGOOO nDFMR 1JDDETERIORA1EO 1·0f1UlNS 1S0UNEXPOSEO 160 ALTERED e:0 DESTROYED 8500EMOUSHEO

•
DATEI June 1980

te ORIGINAL USE PI1ESENT USE IA-OAPTIVE USE

Bridge/vehicular L \jater pipe , _
1" REfF.f'lfNCES -HISTORICAl REF:EnENCES. PERSONAL CONT _CTS ANOIOR OTHEl1

lIenatchee Reclamation District Files.
"Wenatchee Bridge." Third Biennial Re Drt. WashingtDn State Highway Commission. 1909, pp 43-53.
D.W. Meinig. The Great Columbia Plain. Se.vt t l e , 1968). p. 447.

10 IInUM. AfI[ A 0,0 OfIO I"HI~r~N122 PU8Ut: ACCESSIBIUTY (2iJ YES. ucueo DYES,UNLIMITED 1] EDlfOR
NIl' /111 MORP DVE!; DhlO

OflQ DUNKNQWN INOEIlER

~ I 1'1':" I rn IN AN I4tSIOIlIC DlSTRIC1')

10 NO r T 11 I I0'1'(5 mHO flAAlE DISTRIC1

-- -
JII1I16Q 1/17

ICONT OVERI



~":"

L
":-::'··,·

.....:. .
~,

;;::t\; "' ... '. . - . :.' . ._-"."'\,henthe highway -aepartment purchased the bridge for $182,000, they agreed to acknowledge the contract that had
been made between the Hashington 8ridge Company and the Henatchee Canal ComFallY "whereby the latter was given a perpe-
tual right to lay two pipelines, each of 36 inches internal dt ane ter , over cr suspended from said bridge, for the
purpose of carrying water for irrigating lands on the east side of the Colunbia River."

The cantilever structure which carried the water pipes consists of two 240 foot pinconnected arms, two 160 foot
cantilever arms, one 200 foot pinconnected Pratt truss, and one 60 foot pony truss which was quickly replaced by a
60 foot steel girder span. The truss rests on concrete piers and abutments 45 feet above high water. The bridge
also included 565.7,feet of timber trestle at the west approach. The timber decked roadway is 20 feet 6 inches wide,
curb to curb, and was originally designed to carry a single-track street railway, ordinary highway traffic, and two
water mains of four feet internal diameter supported on brackets outside of the trusses.

An engineer reported to the State Highway Commissioner in 1909 that from a "superficial examination, the trusses
are of a better class than would be required by the state for a bridge of this size and type." However, he continued
that one very bad feature of the bridge was the six percent grade of the east cantilever arm. "If the bridge were

a1esigned for highway traffic, this was a serious blunder and should be rectified." There is no indication that the
~rade was ever changed. Another cause for concern by the structural enginee~s was that after the concrete piers had

been erected and the concrete had been set, dynamite was used to drill holes in the sills to set the anchor bolts
which "shattered the piers to a degree that was impossible to ascertain." N'J records have been uncovered which would
provide evidence that the piers were rebuilt at any time.

The cantilever bridge remained in service as a highway bridge until a new structure was built in 1950. In 1951
the Wenatchee Reclamation District which manages the irrigation pipeline throuqhout the city, bought the 43 year old
structure from the State Highway Department for $1.00. The pipes were removed from the brackets outside of the trusses,
and a large pipe was constructed through the truss. The pinconnected bridge continues to provide water to the $20
million fruit industry in East Wenatchee.

The structure is significant not only for its instrumental role in the development of the Henatchee fruit industry.
but also as the first highway bridge to be constructed across the Columbia R~ver marking a new era in transportation.
Itis the oldest pinconnected structure of such magnitude, and the only pincollnected cantilever existing within the
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Historic Name: Columbia River Bridge

Address: Spans Columbia River Between 
Wenatchee and East Wenatchee
City: Wenatchee
County: Chelan

Download nomination form

Historic Use: Transportation
Style: None
Built: 1908
Architect:
Builder:

Smithsonian Number: 45CH00295
Date Listed: 7/16/1982

Resource Count: 1

Listing Status: WHR/NR
Classification: STR

Area of Significance: Engineering
Level of Significance: Local
Listing Criteria: A, C

Statement of Significance

Photos

http://www.dahp.wa.gov/gis/pdfs/1542.pdf
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