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OBITUARY

Tromas J. SkiLLman, 62, chief en-
gineer of the Pennsylvania R. R. for
8 vears, died Sept. 24 in Ardmore,
Pa. Skillman was graduated in 1898
from Princeton University with a de-
gree in civil engineering. He soon
joined the Pennsylvania R. R. as a
blueprint boy, next became rodman,
was later advanced to division engi-
neer at Cape Charles, Va. and in 1914
was transferred to Camden, N. J. in
the same capacity. In 1917 he was ap-
pointed division engineer of the Monon-
gahela Division at Pittsburgh and soon
afterward was made chief engineer of
the Long Island R. R. Promotion to
the post of chief engineer of the entire
Pennsylvania system came in 1927. He
had to give up that position eight years
later because of ill health. Skillman
entered Pennsylvania service again in
1936 as chief engineering consultant.

Tuomas M. Dorsey, 78, retired
building contractor, died recently at
Louisville, Ky.

W. C. PLacHYy, 83, retired civil engi-
neer of Seattle, Wash., died there Sept.
21. He was a graduate of Northwestern
University and had been with the Se-
attle engineering and water depart-
ments for more than 40 years, serving
as city engineer in 1889.

Henry M. Rice, Atlanta, Ga. con-
tractor, died last week at Hapeville, Ga.
For the past 34 years he had been in
the contracting business, dividing his
time between Miami, Fla. and Atlanta.

CHARrLES W. Jouns, chief engineer of
the Chesapeake & Ohio Ry., died Sept.
15 at Clifton Forge, Va. at the age of
63. He joined the Chesapeake & Ohio
in 1899 as an instrument man and was
promoted rapidly, becoming chief en-
gineer in 1923. At one time he was
engineer of maintenance of way at
Huntington, W. Va., leaving that posi-
tion to become engineer of branch lines
with headquarters at Richmond, Va.

Tuomas D. Pierce, Indianapolis, Ind.
consulting engineer, died Sept. 16 at
the age of 60. Following one year of
engineering work at the Western Re-
serve University, he attended Case
School of Applied Science for two
years, studying civil engineering. After
a short period with the Duplex Catch
Basin Co., Cleveland, O., he joined the
F. A. Pease Engineering Co., Cleveland,
as transitman. In 1903 he joined the
Erie R. R. but soon became connected
with the Indiana Public Service Com-
mission. In 1931 he opened his own
ofice under the title of Pierce & As-
sociates, specializing in the field of
municipally owned utilities.

" ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD -

Anxprew M. O'Brien., 83. retired

building contractor of Lockport, N. Y.,
died Sept. 17.

Anxprew H. HocaN, at one time mem-
ber of the Hogan & Wold, contracting
firm of Fargo, Minn., died recently at

Fargo.

CHARLES P. RiECHERS, Sr., for more
than 50 vears a building contractor at

St. Louis, died Sept. 14 at the age
of 72.

JoserH A. RocHWITE, 66, retired con-
tractor, died Sept. 14 at St. Louis, Mo.

California Water Company
Sold to N. Y. Utility

Purchase of all the outstanding com-
mon stock of the California Water Ser-
vice Co.. which serves widely scattered
California communities, by the General
Water Gas & Electric Co. of New York,
has been approved by the Securities
and Exchange Commission.

The California company serves 31
communities and according to the com-
mission’s announcement is to receive
$3.276,000 as payment for the stock.
This includes $48.000 in accrued in-
terest and $26,000 estimated expenses.
The California Co. was owned by the
Federal Water Service Corp.

September 28, 939

Data Gathered as MW AK
Seeks Additional Pay

Representatives of the federal .
ernment are busy at Grand Coulee Dapy
gathering data to offset the claim. .
the Mason-Walsh-Atkinson-Kier (. f,;
$5,000,000 additional pay for buildine
the low dam at Grand Coulee. A1 ..m..rr:
ney for the U. S. Department of Juystice
IS now on the project to work in cop.
junction with Frederick Hamley, req.
dent attorney for the Bureau of Reclan.
ation, and the government is getting
ready to offset the claims of 1}
contractors.

The MWAK company aflt'l‘ 1'”]11]11;-.
tion of its $29,000,000 contract filed ;
number of claims against the govern.
ment, charging that the Bureau's in.
spectors were too stringent in their
interpretation of the contract phases
and that the company was called upon
to do more work than it was paid for.
When the company submitted its claim
to Secretary of the Interior Ickes he
did not see the necessity for a hearing
to decide the justification for the com-
pany s charges. On May 1, 1939, the
company began action in the U, S
Circuit Court of Claims, listing 31 dif-
ferent causes of action and claiming

more than $5,000,000 additional pay-

ment.

MISSISSIPPI RIVER BRIDGE AT LA CROSSE, WIS., DEDICATED

THE. NEw $1.500,000 Mississippi River
bridge at La Crosse, Wis., was dedicated
Sept. 23 and has been opened to traffic.
The structure, which is 2,626 ft. long
including approaches, supplies a 30-it.
roadway and carries U. S. highways 14,
16 and 61 across the river. It is toll free.
The Minneapolis Bridge Co., Minneap-

olis, was contractor for the substruc
ture; and the Klug & Smith Co., Mik
waukee, Wis., built the superstructure.
Engineers of the Wisconsin state high-
way commission did the design work.
the State of Wisconsin being the owner.
E. L. Roettiger is state highway engr
neer and C. H. Kirch, bridge engineer
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 sissippi wagon bridge

In The Scene

Wosking days on the old Mis-
will end
Saturday for the three engineers

'and three bridgetenders.

Some of these men have been
there for many years, watching the

traffic change from horsedrawn

wagons and buggies to streamlined

automobiles and super-trucks.
Men like Jacob Ritter, chief en-
gineer, and Matt Stark, assistant

?to the chief engineer, saw the de-

|

cline of river traffic about 1915,
and with it the passing of the ro-
mantic steamboat days. They were
still there in 1929 when the tide
turned as a result of the govern-
ment’'s river .channel projects.
Engineer 36 Years

Ritter, who took his position in
1903 and has held it continuously
for 36 years, can remember when
the volume of river traffic reached
its peak, and when the ultimate in
rafting business was recorded. The
vears of 1895 to 1905, he says,
marked the high point of traffic
on the Mississippl at La Crosse.

The six who complete their
work at the bridge are: Ritter,

Stark, and Andrew Scger, engi-
neers: and Joseph Dolle, William
B. Murray.

e | bridge tenders.

a
1€
S
€.

he | -

|
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' (who came in 1908) finds

All of them are happy to see the
new bridge come into its own.
They agree it will be a fine thing
for LLa Crosse and for everyone
concerned. But there is an un-
dercurrent of regret. Perhaps even
greater regret than that of losing
their jobs and wondering what
they will be doing is the regret of
losing their old friend, the bridge
—the half-century-old landmark
that has been the scene of their
working hours for so long. .

As Joe Dolle said: “Well. now,
and how would you feel? We feel
the same way!”

Looking back over the 31 years
he has been assistant to the chief
engineer at the bridge, Matt Stark
both
comedy and tragedy. The automo-
bile accidenis and the many
drownings comprise the 1iragedy.
Windy days when pedestirians
crossing the bridge watched their
hats sail over the railing and into
the water provided a bit of the
comedy.

Reacalls Rafting Era
“The most interesting days to me

were the good old rafting days,
' when we had 3.000 boats or more
a season, and when you could look
up or down the river at any time
' and see lights flashing,” Stark as-
| seris.
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When the new bridge is opened {o traffic about 12:3 _
closed, six veteran engineers and tenders leaving jobs they have held for years.

are Joseph Dolle, Jacob Ritter, Matt Stark, Andrew Seger, J. B. Murray, and William L. Schwarz._

Other incidents he recalls par-; when the right one came they |related, “and I can still sece that

ticularly include the burning of
the original *J. S.” at Battle island
two miles north of Victory; the
passage of the last raft—part logs
and part lumber—through the
bridge on Aug. 7, 1915, with Moore
and Hunter as captains of its tow
boat, the “Ottumwa Beéll”’; and

the break-up of a huge log raft |

that hit the center pier of the
bridge.

“There were a great many log
rafts until about 1912,” Jake Rit-
ter relates. *“Sometimes the rafts
were nearly 1,000 feet long and 300
feet wide. They were so big, in
fact, that we had to split them so
they could go througzh the bridge.
Sometimes they were broken 1n
half at Winona, floated down the
river past the bridge here, then
tied together again near the pres-
ent bathhouse.

*Most of the lumber in rafts
on the Mississippl came down the
St. Croix and Chippewa rivers,
bound south ior Iowa river towns
or St. Louis, Usually there were
about 15 or 20 men in a crew.
They slept on the tow boat that
sieered the raft, and ate on the tow
boat.”

Messengers with telegrams_
boatmen brought the wires to the
bridge. The bridge employes kept
watich of the passing boats, and

for |

|
|

|

!

|
|=

]
¥

threw the message (tacked
black of wood) to the boat deck.

“You get te know the boatmen
when you’ve been on the ' river

several vears.,” Ritter remarked.
First Auto To Cross

p. m. Saturday, the old draw bridge will be

These men, left to right,

onto a i elephant going across the bridge,

feeling carefully ahead of him be=-
fore he ventured to take any
steps.”

Dolle and Seger recalled, too,
the time Mayor Wendell A. An-

Andrew Seger, who served as|derson went across the bridge un-

engineer from 1905 to 1910, and|

again from 1929 to 1939, says the
first automobile hg remembers

coming over the wagon bridge was
R. C. McCaleb’s Oldsmobile.

“Autos were quite a curiosity!
“¥Fred

then,” he reminisced.
Easton and Harry Colman were
among the first La Crosse men to
own cars.”

Working at the bridge in two
distinct eras, Seger had an oppor-

recognized by the toll taker, who
charged him full fare. By ordi-
nance of March 3, 1891, the city
council had set up the following
toll schedule:

Single or double teams with
driver and lady, 25 cents single or
round trip; extra passengers, five
cents each; children under 12 on
foot, no charge if accompanied by
an adult,
pedestrian fee of five cents; sheep

'tunity to observe the changes in!and hogs on the hoof, five cents,

i

'

E R

|

types of {raffic.

1907 to 1913 and again from 1933
to 1939,

Discussing tolls charged at the
bridge, Seger and Dolle enjoved
another laugh over the day their
major customer was an elephant
owned by a road show. The bridge
men were 1n a quandary. What to
charge? No provision for
phants had been made in the list
ofl rates set up by the city coun-
cil.

*So* we charged a dollar,” Dolle

e —

The experience |
' of Joe Dolle has been similar, for |
he worked as bridgetender from |

cattle and horses 10 cents.
Tolls Abolishéed In 1919

Tolls were discontinued Aug. 1,
1919. With action making the
bridge free, traffic increased con-
siderably. In 1930 the bridge was
taken over by the state.

J. B. Murray, who has been
bridge tender since 1927, was a
member of the city commmon coun-

cle- |

cil in 1888 when agitation for a
bridge across the Mississippi was
started.

r ““John Dengler was mayor at the
time the movement for the bridge

| started,” Muray stated. “Only two

of the aldermen

bridge committee.
call any objections
to build that bridge,” he says.
seemed as if everyone wanted it.

opened for use,

king Days On Old Bridge End Saturday For Tenders “
And Engineers; All Are Happy Over Modern Structure

w

—_servin_g that year
are still living—Henry Niebuhr

ahd myself.”

a member of the
“] don’'t re-

by the peogillei

Murray was

And I don’t remember anything

special or unusual about the con-

| struction.
company

The Clinton Bridg_e
of Clinton, Ia., put 1t

you know, and everything

up,

went smoothly.”

Dec, 6, 1890, the bridge was
Murray stated, and
it was dedicated July 4, 1891, the
same day that the cornerstone for
the city hall was laid.

“It’s a good thing they are hav-
ing a new bridge. It's going to
be a fine thing. This old bridge
is getting nearly done for,” he
added as passing cars made the

old bridge shake and rattle. __
William Schwarz, who has been

la bridge tender since 1934, desig-
| nates himself as ‘“the baby of the

|

f
i

otherwise the regular |

et at e A

' when they were down.

outfit.”” By comparison with the

| old-timers, he is a very Yyoung

staff member.
Automatic River Gauge

“About the most important
change I've seen at the bridge dur-
ing this period was the installation
of an automatic floating gauge for
determining the river stage,”
Schwarz commented. “Before that
device was put in the river stage
was gauged on the sheer fence.

‘“Except for the time the west
end of the }F.idge fell down after
a car hit one of the girders, 1
haven’t seen any notable accidents
here. Several times I've seen mo-
torists run into the bridge gates
Two or
three times the gates fell on cars
that disobeyed orders and went
ahead when they had been told 1o
stop.” .

Jake Ritter and Joseph Dolle
were on duty Aug. 9, 1935, about
1:30 a. m. when the west end of
the bridge fell down after the ter-

rific impact of a speeding car
crashing into a girder.
“I] heard a terrible crash that

sounded like it was on the east
end of the bridge,” related Dolle.

“I ran over in that direction, but
Jake signalled to me that it was
the other way, so I ran over there.
And what a sight! That was an ex-
citing time, all right.”

Every one of the six bridge men
take justified pride in the fact that
never has an accident occurred on

 the bridge that any of them could

have done anything to prevent.
That’s something to look back up-

L on., isn’'t it?
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Worklng Days On Old Bridge End Saturday For Tenders
°  And Epgmeers, All Are Happy Over Modern

I

Structure

B<’>th Comedy
And Tragedy
In The Scene

Working days on the old Mis-
sissippi wagon bridge will end
Saturday for the three engineers

o |and three bridgetenders.

Some of these have been
there for many years, watching the

M | traffic change from horsedrawn

wagons and buggies to streamlined
-ulomohneu and wper-h’uclu.

e Jacob Ritter, chief en-
ﬂneer. lnd Matt '«lﬂl. assistant
to the chief engineer, saw the de-
cline, ot river traffic ibam nl.'.,
and with it the passing of
mantic steamboat days. They wen
still there in 1929 when the tide
turned as a result of the govern-
ment’s river .channel pro;

eer 36 Y
took hh position in
xna and hu held it continuously
for 36 years, can remember when
\‘.he volume of river traffic reached

its peak, and when the u.lllmlte m
raﬂin' business was reco;
years of 1895 to 1905,
marked the high point of traffic
on the Mississippi at La Crosse.
e six who
T,
, engi-
neers; and Joseph Dolle, William
chwarz and J. B. Murray,
bridﬂe (enderss
f them are hlppy lo lee the
new bridge come into
They agree it
for La Crosse and for everyone
concerned. But there is an un-
dercurrent of regret. Perhaps even
greater regret than that of losing
their jobs and wondering what
they will be doing is the regret of
losing their old friend, the bridge
—the half-century-old
that has been the scene of their
working hours for so long. .
loe Dolle said: “Well. now,
and how wnuld you feel? We feel
the same way!”
Looking back over the 31 years
he has been assistant to the r.‘hlel
engineer at the bridge, Matt Stark
(who came in 1908) finds both
comedy and tragedy. The automo-
bile accidents and the
drownlnxs comprise the
Windy days when pedestrians
crossing the bridge watched theu'
hats sail over the railing and lnto
the water provided a bit of the
comedy.

acal ing Era
“The most interesting days to me
were the good old rafting days,
when we had 3,000 boats or more
a season, and when you could look
up or down the river at any time
and see lights flashing,” Stark as-

Other incidents he recalls par-
ticularly include the burning of

own. | the original “J: S.” at Battle island
lben!meth)n! two miles north

of Victory; the
passage of the last raft—part logs
and part lumber—through the
bridge on Aug. 7 1915 ‘with Moore
and Hunter as of its tow
boat, the “Ottumw w”‘ an

the break-up of a huge log raft
that hit the center pier of the

landmark | bridge.

“There were a great many

log
rafts until about 1912,” Jake Rit-
ter relates. “Sometimes the rafts
were nearly 1,000 feet long and 300
feet wide. They were so big,
fact, that we had to split them so
they could go through the bridge.
Sometimes they were broken in
half at Winona, floated down the
river past the bridge here, then
tied together again near the pres-
ent bathhouse.

*Most ot the lumber in rafts
on the Mississippi came down the
St. Croix and Chippewa erel‘S'
bound south ior Iowa river town:

t. Louis. Usually there werc
about 15 or 20 Do in a crew.
They slept on ow boat that
stectred the l‘aﬂ anr] a'.e on the tow

Messengers with telegrams_ for
boatmen brought the wires 16 the
bridge. The bridge employes kept
watch of the passing boats, d

hen the new bridge is opened {o traffic about 12:30 p , the
closed, six veteran engineers and tenders leaving jobs they have held for yecrs. These men, left to right,
are Joseph Dolle, Jacob Ritter, Matt Stark, Andrew Seger, J. B. Murray, and William L. Schwarz.

when the right one came they:|re

to a

et to know the boal

when you've been on the river

several years,” Ritter remarked.
First Auto o

Andrew Seger, wh

nd | engineer from 1905 !D 1910, ﬂnd

again from 1929 to IQSeryl the
first antomobll
coming over the wag bridge w:
R. C. McCaIeh" Oldsmobile.
“Autos were quite a curiosity
then,” reminisced. “Fred
Easton and Harry Colman were

in | among the first La Crosse men to

own cars.”
Working at_the bridge in two
distinct eras, Seger had an oppor-
tunity 10 observe the changes in
types of traffic. The experience
of " Soe Dolle. has been Srilar, for
worked as bridgetender from
gu;l to 1913 and again from 1933
Discussing tolls charged at_the
bridge, Seger and Dolle_ enjoyed
another laugh over the day their
major customer was an elephant

owned by a road show. The bridge | me
men were in a quandary. at to
‘charge? No provision for ele-

p. m. Saturda;

old draw bridge will be

related, “and I can still sce that
elephant going across the bridge,

feeling carefully ahead of him be-
fore he ventured to take any
steps.’

Seger recalled, too,

recognized 1e
charged him full fare. i-
nance of March 3, 1891, the city
council had set up the following
toll schedule:

Single or double teams with
driver and lady, 25 cents single or
round trip; extra passengers, five
cents each; children under 12 on
foot, no charge if accompanied by
an adult, otherwise the regular
pedestrian fee of five cents; s!
and hogs on the hoof, five cents,
cattle and hnrses 10 cents.

bolished In 1919

Tolls were discontinued Aug. 1,
1919. th action making the

bridge traffic increased con-
slderably ‘In 1930 the bridge was
taken over by the state.

J. B. Murray, who has been
bridge tender since 1927, was a

member of the city common coun-
cil in 1888 when agitation for a
bridge across the Mississippi was

phants had been made in the list | stal

of rates sct up by the city coun-

o

*So* we charged a dollar,” Dolle

“John Dengler was mayor at the
time the movement for the bridge

Rafting Days

p | the bridge fell down after the ter-

On The River
Are-Recalled

!lheudm-mmnrviuth-l year
:n still llgrml—ﬂmry Niebuhr
ahd

jurray was a member of the

13 eommnhe. “I don't re-
call any ions by the peo"

tobﬂldthlthrldle"heuyl It

s if everyone wanted it.
anything

And I ddn’t remember
special or unulull -bout the con-
struction. The Clinton Bridge
company of Chnwn. Ia, put it
up, you know, everything
went smoothly.

Dec, c, 1890, bridge was

the
opened for use, Murray stated, and
it was dedicated July 4, 1891, the
same that cornerstone for

e
most important

change I've seen at the bridge dur-
ing this period was the installation
of an automatic floating gauge for
determining
Schwarz commented.
device was put in the river stage

was gauged on the sheer fence.

pt for the time the west

end the F.idge fell down after
a car hit one of the girders, I
haven't seen any notable accidents
here. Several times I've seen mo-
torists run into the bridge gates
whe'n they

ee time:
!hat disobeyed orders and wes
ahead when '—hey had been told lu

*fike Ritter and Joseph Dolle
were on duty Aug. 9, 1935, a
1:30 a. m. when the west en
rific impact of a speeding car
crashing into a girder.

heard a terrible crash
st

i
end of the bndge.
“I ran over in that direction, but;
Jake signalled to me that it was|
the other way, so I ran over there,
And what a sight! That was an ex-|
citing time, all right.”

Every one of the six bridge men|

that|
a;

Fhets Joniefliing 15 took back xp]

started,” Muray stated. “Only two

on, isn’t it?
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Histor_v Croup
In Possession

Ot Old Plaques

Plates Bearing Names

Of Officials Taken
From Old Bridge

Four plaques that were on the
old Mississippi river draw bridge
are now the property of the La
Crosse County Historical society,
having been removed from the
structure and turned over to the
society under orders of the com-
mon council last May.

Two of the plaques were on the
frame work at the east end of the
bridge, listing the names of mavors
in office during the construction as
well as members of the bridge
committee.

The plaque that was on the south
girder of the approach was for the
yvears 1888 and 1889, and stated
that David Austin was mayvor and
D. D. McMillan, D. H. Palmer, W.
H. Tarbox, R. A. Scott, P. W. Ma-
honey, and W. F. Powers were
members of the bridge committeo.

On the girder on the north side
of the approach was a plaque $or
the years of 1889 and 1890, giving
John Dengler as mayor and Wil-
liam Luening, D. D, McMillan, D.
H. Palmer, 1. Emberson, J. W. Da-
vis, and G. Howard as members
of the bridge committee.

Then, there were two plaques
attached to cross beams of the su-
perstructure at the east end of the
bridge.

One of thede listed J. E. Parker,

president, T.'S. Vikere and Marvia

Mathews as members of the board
of public works, Homer Crosby as
city engineer, and Oscar Saune
as consulting engineer.

The other, under date of 1890.

| said the Clinton Bridge company oi
| Clinton,

La., was the designer
and builder. It gave the names o.
K. S. Riser, engineer, and A. Lamb,

president,
_—m— . ——
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channel span and grade separ-

History Group

In Possession

Plates Bearing Names
Of Officials Taken
From Old Bridge

Four plaques that were on the
old Mississippi river draw bridgs
are now the property of the La
Crosse County Historical society,
having been removed from the
structure and turned over to the
society under orders of the com-
mon council last May.

Two of the plaques were on the
frame work at the east end of the
bridge, listing the names of mayors
in office during the construction as
well as members of the bridge
committee.

The plaque that was on the south
girder of the approach was for the
years 1888 and 1889, and stated
that David Austin was mayor and
D. D. McMillan, D. H. Palmer, W.
H. Tarbox, R. A. Scott, P. W. Ma-
honey, and W. F. Powers were
members of the bridge committea.

On the girder on the north side
of the approach was a plaque for
the years of 1889 and 1890, giving
John Dengler as mayor and Wil-
liam Luening, D. D. McMillan, D.
H. Palmer, I. Emberson, J. W. Da-
vis, and G. Howard as members
of the bridge committee.

Then, there were two plaques
attached to cross beams of the su-
perstructure at the east end of the
bridge,

‘president, T."S. Vikere and Marvia
Mathews as members of the board
of public works, Homer Crosby as
city engineer, and Oscar Saune
as consulting engineer.,

The other, under date of 1890,
said the Clinton Bridge company of
Clinton, La., was the designer
and builder. It gave the names oi
K. S. Riser, engineer, and A. Lamb,

S

Of O1d Plaques |

One of these listed J. E. Parker,
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* New Picture Of The Old Bridge

i ictur: ish to preserve—it is a new picture of the old bridge across the Mississippi river here. The swinging span—
B longg:rienl:h: %:xiteg ggm—asmy 'mthe ovzrhead sign reads, go out of service Saturday atter the nmew bridge is dedicated and opened 1y
E traffic. This bridge was dedicated July 4, 1801.
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Construction Under Supervision
Of State Eﬂgineef Henry‘ Sparby

direct charge of the con-|wrecked. The old bridge is to be|as resident engineer, the same
gruction of La _grosse S new ) completely removed in 120 work- | position he holds in connection
Wississippi river bridge from the|ing days, beginning Monday. with the Mississippi river project
sime the first :Pl]tl'dfft was award- Sparp_y first went with the | here, of the construction of many
ed in May, ‘190:. un}:}lagm};‘nalmf}g— zta_te highway commission in 1915, | bridges.
o touches are maae ine = (aoing survey work for 11 months
‘,ﬂ"é”ﬁ next month is a Wisconsin | in the comymission's Ashland of- . Supervised Other Jobs
highway commission bridge engi- | fice. Later, the Ashland head-| Among these are the lift bridge
wcer answering to ihe name of | quarters were moved to Rhine- | over the Portage canal, the Mon-
Henry Sparby. & ; lander, being known as division | terey bridge over the Rock river
Jovial, but _L‘GH:*CIEHUOUS to the seven. LLa Crosse is the fifth di-| at Janesvillee, the Xaukauna
-th degree, Sparby has had his | vision headquarters. bridge over the Fox river, the
De Pere bridge over the Fox riv-

ingers on every phase of the, Leaving the commission’s ser-
project from the time ground for | vice, Sparby entered the private|er, and the Wrightsown bridge

In

the first pier WdS broken until contracting field, doing various|over the Fox river. All of the
1 the concrefe was laid, the|types of highway and other con-|bridges except the one at Janes-
4pel erected and the hundred and | struction work.

ville, are of the lift type, “per-
mitting boats to pass through.
Sparby said the Mississippi riv-
er bridge here is the biggest one
the state of Wisconsin has built,
as well as the most expensive.
He came here with his family
on May 17, 1937, and since has
maintained his residence at 307
South 19th street. The Sparbys

ane other things done. thon June 1, 1926, he re-entered
¥ : 2 . - the commission’s service, being
Will. Finish Srejecs !assigned to the Madison divi-
sion, where he supervised pav-
ing and bridge work until 1928.
In 1928 he was transferred to
the bridge depariment, where he
has remained continuously.

He has been in direct charge

He will remain on the job here
uatil the painting project is com-
pleted, and the sheer fence built
-long the east bank of the river,
he roadside treatment work is
fimshed and the old bridge

.——'-—-_—__-.

IITDLE TIIEY A DI

W hen Steel Met Steel It W as
1-32nd Inch Off Alignment

An almost insignificant
fraction of an inch was the
margin of a perfect fit in the
connecting of the uppermost
steel of the main span of La
Crosse’s new Mississippl river
high bridge. - -

“The fabrjcated steel came
within 1-32 of an inch of con-
necting perfectly,” the en-
gineers point out. “You could
not have wanted it to come
closer.” , -

Explain Construction

They explained that in con-
structing the 475-foot main
channel span of the bridge, the

from either end slanting up-
ward and later being lowered
into position until both ends
joined. |

“Six hydraulic jacks were
used, each having a capacity
of lifting 350 tons,” the en-
gineers said. “Four of these
jacks were on the east side of

the main span, while two were
on the west side.”

Lowered By Jacks
The steel was held in an in-
clined position, being pro-
hibited from touching in the
center until ready for the clos-
ing procedure. when the jacks

high steel was put into place were installed to lower the
piece by piece, the floor sys- steel work into place.
tem being added as the gap The procedure of closing

over the water gradually nar-
rowed. 5

The engineers said that hy-
draulic jacks were used in
constructing the main span of

the bridge, the steel work

was by lowering the bridge
end connecting the top cords
first, then lowering and con-
necting the lower cords of the
truss. After this was complet-

ed, the jacks were removed.

have two children, one daughter, | Meier, Henry Meier, and Leo Bowé
Marion, being a teacher in Marsh~ | man.

field, while the other Rhea Ann,
attends the Hogan school.

m

"Mr. and Mrs. John V. Davy have
returned from an extended trip
|th1;0111gh ':the west.

ull o g B o SN
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Of State Engineer Henry | 1-32nd Inch Off Alignment|
of the i AT RPN S _ An  almost insignificant  from either end slanting up-
.dimt:lh"ﬁ : e 'rqched."nn,oubrli:gehtobe‘u _resident iben fraction of an - ;m
y: couiradt e wened- | et o e Y. - |With the Missiesippi river . Hecting
”“ﬂffﬂ?nm the Anat - mmbﬁxm conmisdon in 191 b s i * steel of
#‘”“;’h" are made the mid- “&m’;vork for 1 mont‘hi ; ; s new Mississippi river
Odnexlmo_nﬁlii‘:ﬁ:l'i?onunl‘?m hmmm‘sl: s of-| « Supervised Other Jobs
highway ymission engi- 5 3 head- bridg
mx.mwﬁn:wthem-d g Rhine- | over the 2 Canal, ihe Mone | Within 1-32 of an inch of con-
Henry Sparby- lander, as division | terey bridge over the _river
Jovial. but conscientious to thelseven. La Crosse is the fifth di-|at Janesville, the Kaukauna [+ it Yo
degree, Sparby has had his uarters. over the Fox river, the| not have wanted it come
a:evmphmotitlg Leaving the commission’s m-mmmmrﬁxﬁw Explain
from the time ground vice, Sparby entered the private|er, and the Wrightsown bridge | '
‘e first pier was broken until | contracting field, doing various|over the Fox river. All of the They e:
ol the concrete was laid, the |types of highway and other con- | bridges except the at Janes-| structing
cteel erected and the hundred and | struction work. ville, are of the - type, -per= .gjlmmel
"¢ other things done. On June 1, 1926, he re-entered | mitting boats to pass through. st '
will Finish Project the commission’s service, being Sparby said the Mississippi riv- piece
assigned to the Madison divi-|er bridge here is the biggest one "w‘m
He will remain on the job here | sion, where he supervised pav-|the state of Wisconsin has built,| ©ver g
uatil the pain project is com- | ing bridge work until 1928.|as well as the most expensive Yowed
pleted, and the sheer fence built|In 1928 he was transf to| He came here with his family :
M“’e‘g’f‘ bank ot‘the Tiver, lt!he bridge deparh‘:i::m. where he|on May ]'I.h}’”'l. and aino: ga,,’ 'mcanmm‘?m b e After this was let:
3 roadside treatment work is|has remained ously. maintained residence a cting 1ss. comp
:hhedand the old He has been in direct charge | South: 19th street. The Sparbys $hehaidaes T tha SN C work ed, the jacks were removed.
- - have two children, one daughter, | Meier, Henry Meier, and Leo Bow-
Marion, being a teacher in - |man. . :
field, while the other Rhea Ann,| Mr. and Mrs. John V. Davy have
attends the Hogan school. returned from an extended trip
i S through the west. g ;
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THOMAS F. DAVLIN
Member

The State Highway Commission appreci-
ates and shares the feeling of satisfaction that
must come to every citizen of La Crosse with
the completion and dedication of the new
Mississippi river bridge.

Largest project ever undertaken by the
state, the building of this bridge has been a
project in which cooperation between city,
county and state has been exemplified to a
high degree. Its completion marks a new
milestone in the deveélopment of the La
Crosse area, and in the efforts of the state of
Wisconsin to provide its travelers with the
'best in modern highway engineering. It is
designed not only to meet the immediate
needs of traffic, but to care for the increased
demands of the future. The state’s extensive
investment in this structure is fully justified.

Across the bridge, free that all may use 1it,
will flow the vehicular travel of the entire
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Highway Commission Shares City’s
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THOMAS J. PATTISON
d .

Secretary

To The Citizens Of La Crosse:

country. La Crosse is an important cross-
traffic center for the mid-west, and over this
bridge will pass numbered routes that extend
from New Orleans to Canada, from Chicago
to Wyoming, and from Detroit to the western
plains. It is apparent that this is not just a
local project that L.a Crosse and the state
have completed, but an important link in
transcontinental traffic arteries. |

It seems like a far cry from the days when
the first ferry, “The Wildcat,” carried traffic
over the Mississippi, down to today when we
are completing this splendid example of
modern bridge engineering. It all represents

progress-—in keeping with the motto of the|

state of Wisconsin, we move forward.

State Highway Commission of Wisconsin,

Wm. E. O’Brien, Chairman.
Thomas F. Davlin, Vice Chairman.
Thos. J. Pattison, Secretary.

n
L
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Highway Commission Shares City’s
Satisfaction In Bridge Completion

THOMAS F. DAVLIN
Member

To The Citizens Of La Crosse: :

The State Highway Commission appreci-
ates and shares the feeling of satisfaction that
must come to every citizen of La Crosse with
the completion and dedication of the new
Mississippi river bridge.

Largest project ever undertaken by the
state, the building of this bridge has been a
project in which cooperation between city,
county and state has been exemplified to a
high degree. Its completion marks a new
milestone in the devélopment of the La
Crosse area, and in the efforts of the state of
Wisconsin to provide its travelers with the
best in modern highway engineering. It is
designed not only to meet the immediate
needs of traffic, but to care for the increased
demands of the future. The state’s extensive
investment in this structure is fully justified.

Across the bridge, free that all may use it,
will flow the vehicular travel of the entire

WILLIAM E. O'BRIEN
Chairman

THOMAS J. PATTISON
Secretary

coun La Crosse is an important cross-
traffic center for the mid-west, and over this
bridge will s numbered routes that extend
from New Orleans to Canada, from Chicago
to Wyoming, and from Detroit to the western
i:lains. It is apparent that this is not just a
ocal project that La Crosse and the state
have completed, but an important link in
transcontinental traffic arteries. :
It seems like a far cry from the days when
the first ferry, “The Wildcat,” carried traffic
over the Mississippi, down to today when we
are completing this splendid example of
modern bridge engineering. It all represents
progress—in keeping with the motto of the
state of Wisconsin, we move forward.
State Highway Commission of Wi in
Wm. E. O’Brien, Chairman.
Thomas F. Davlin, Vice Chairman.
Thos. J. Pattison, Secretary.
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Aday Evening, September 2!. 1939

,

and l)eavier loads than now are'
permitted on federal highways |

Built To Stand 5.y

All Anticipated |, 52 Crosse bridee s 2
Traftic Changes

| bridges elsewhere are 15 tons. The
' new La Crosse bridge is a 20-1on

. ' structure.
i., ; Buill For Fuiure
' If the entire structure was

Meets Demands For Allyi‘
Heavier Loads Hauled |
At Present Time

loaded with 20-ton trucks parked
on ihree lanes and spread 30 feet
apart in lines, the bridge will ac-
commodate with safety approxi-
mately 180 of these vehicles.

PR T, . The three major peirs have been
Because of its initial cost, the | designed to withstand an ice

¢1 500,000 Mississippl river high | pressure of 30,000 pounds per
widge at the west end of Cass | linear foot of pier width, or ap-
dreet 1S “designed for the fu- | proximately 185 tons of ice pres-

rure ” e sure per pier. The bridge also is

1t is expected, in the opinion -Ofl designed to withstand severe wind
she Wisconsin highway commis- | pressures, and to take care of ex-
ion, to meet traflic demands of | pansions and contractions due to
2014 A. D, and will carry wider ' temperature changes.

AN T el T TR I T T e S ity PR

WHEN YOU VISIT LA CROSSE

¥ COME IN AND MAKE YOUR ¥

SEALED BID i
i

'

|

®
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ON THE

" MODEL A
SPEED QUEEN WASHER

with the stainless steel tub. Retails for $79.95.

S -— h—_—‘_#f _--—rl._l.—.-. -

B

Will Be Sold To The Highest Bidder.
Contest Closes September 23rd, 1939

9 OClock

——

B
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ON DISPLAY IN OUR
WINDOW.

MODEL "A"

Stainless Steel Tub ... Im-
proved Streamline Design...
New, Super-Duty Safety-Roll
Wringer Super - Speed
Tangle - Proof Agitator ...
Double Wall Construction...
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- ards
C §25.000
‘ structures

The totzl overall length of the
bridge is 2,533 feet. The width
varies from 68 feet at the east
abutment 1o 45 feet in the main
span. At its greatest point—irom
the top of the beacon lamp to the
bottom of the footings of pier No.
8—the bridge is 154 fect high,
cqual to a 14-story building.

The ordinary water clearance
is 66 feet, and thz clearance be-
tween low steel and flood water
stage is 53 feet. |
Has 18 Spans

Beginning at the intersection of
3rd and Cass streets and extending
westward, there is approximately
233 feet of approach work and
retaining wall, three 50-foot I-
beam 'spans, one 98-foot through
plate girder span, five 114-foot
deck truss spans, one anchor arm
25115 feet long, one through main
unit (channel cantilever span)
mcasuring 475 feet and including
the 200-fcot suspended section,
one anchor span 251% feet long,
five 130-foot deck truss spans, and
one 80-foot deck truss span.

Extending west from the west

abutment is approximately 2,500

feet of approach work, paved on
relocation.

The roadway width .on the
bridge is 30 feet, plus the two side-
The main river unit 1s
built on a straight line; four of the
five 130-fcot deck truss spans and
the 80-foot span on the west side
ara on a curve of fcur degrees and
30 minutes. This curve has a su-
per elevation of 16 inches.

Three of the 114-foot deck truss
spans nn ihe east side have the
same degree of curve, but no su-
per elevation. The vertical vision
1s 1,000 feet, and the maximum
approach grade is five per cent.

Federal-State Funds

This bridge was built with Wis-
consin highway funds from the
appropriation for special bridges
and regular federal aid funds. The
city of La Crosse furnished the
right of way.

Engineers estimate that design- |

ing the bridge to meet future traf-
fic demands and crecting a siruc-
fure that would carry loads onc-
third heavier than present stand-
added only approximately
to the total cost of the

The contracts for the La Crosse
bridge were divided into eight
separate jobs to spread the work
among contractors, and for the
purpose of taking up funds for the
work as they became available.

Funds for the entire project
were not available when work
first started, but as construction
oot under way, additional money
became available periodically to
afford building within the short-

|

LA CROSSE TRIBUNE AND LEADER-PRESS

New Structure Constructed To Last For

How Much Steel In The New Bridge ?
Here’s Material Converted To Arms

While Europe us2s ils steel

for armaments, the Wisconsin
highway commission signifi-
cantly points out that this

state buys steel for peace-
time construction.

Take a look at the new Mis-
sissinpi river bridge here, st
down with a paper and pencil
and start figuring. This is
what vou’ll find the structur-
al steel in the new Dbridge
will provide:

Every man in the American
army with an 8%~-pound
Springfield rifle;

Every fourth man in the
American army with a 48-
pound machine gun tripod and
a .30 calibre Browning ma-
chine gun;

Every man in the American
army with a 3¥3-pound steel
helmet;

Every man in the American
army with a .45 calibre auto-
matic sidearm;

And leave more than 400,-

——

000 pounds of steel for re-
placements.
Vast Amount Of Steel

The e¢alculations were made
in the commission’s Madison
headquarters to show the
magnitude of the La Crosse
project. The commission
points out the bridge con-
tains 4,826,420 pcunds of car-
bon structural steel, and 1,-
047,680 pounds of silicon
structural steel.

In aadition to this struc-
tural steel, the bridge in-
cludes: 1,051,520 pounds of
bar steel reinforcement; 382,-
230 pounds of cast steel; 14.-
250 pounds oif steel forging;
9940 linear feet of untreat-
ed timber piling; 5,453 linear
feet of ornamental railing;
12,560 cubic yards of excava-
tion for structures; and 13,-
421 cubic yards of concrete
masonry.

* The commission estimates
the weight of the bridge, in-
cluding the substructure and

éounty And City
Took Important
Part lp Project

!

1

Allotted Fund: Of Both‘

Units Raised By Issue
Of Bonds

The La Crosse county Board 6f

supervisors and the city’'s common

council played an important part
bringing about the construction
of the new bridge, just as did

numerous others in official state

and federal capacities.

After efforts
Bridge Committee to secure out-
right federal grants for the project
were directed to the Wisconsin

supervisors 1n February, 1936,
petitioned the state agency to build

the bridge wunder existing state
statutes. °

The commission authorized sur-
veys immediately,-and Gardner R.
Withrow, then congressman, and
Senators Robert M. L.a Follette and

of the Citizens"

|

friendly court action was started,
questioning the legality of the
proceedings. Plaintiff in the litiga-
tion was Karl Schaettle. In Janu-
ary, 1937,+the supreme court held
the proceedings were not legal, and
suggested that the legislature, be-
ing in session, pass remedial legis-
lation. This was done, with the as-
sistance of Congressman Harry W.
Griswold and Assemblyman Oliver
Fritz and Harry Schilling.

The county, because of the su-
preme court decision which ruled
that the county government could
not participate in the construction
of a bridge of the nature and size
proposed, then appropriated
$184,000 to the U. S. highway No.
16 relocating and concreting proj-
ect. The state, in turn, provided the
funds for the bridge project.

CHIANG TAKES CONTROL
Chungking —(&)— Generalissi-

mo Chiang Kai-shek has assumed®

: . W chairmanship of the Szechwan |
highway commission, the board of | provincial government in an ef-|§

its

PAGE SEVEN

75 Years

DE SOTO

De Soto Wis. —(Special)— Na-
than Dalap was treated by a De¢
Soto physician Monday for head
injuries sustained while employed
at the Genoa fish pond. :

Miss Doris Kloak, reg:ster_'ed
nurse of Kenosha, is convalescing
at the home of her mother Mrs.

Martha Kloak, from an operation

d at Xenosha

‘recentl rforme
hospita{ Rder. and Mrs. H. B. Dunn

attended a high school baseball
game at Lansing, la. Tuesday ale-

ternoon.
Mrs. E. H. Dyer and Mrs. V. C,

Sallender were Viroqua \_risitor_'s
Monday. Miss Virginia Billings 18
spending the week with friends at
Prairie du Chien,

superstructure, at 30,000 tons.
Other Comparisons

In connection with the rest
of the construction items,
here are a few more calcu-
lations of the highway com-
mission:

The excavating work. for the
bridge would equal excava-
tions for approximately 75
average six-room houses.

e concrete would place
42 miles of sidewalk, or 634
miles of stale highway.

The reinforcing steel, if cast
in on2 long bar, would be
136 miles long.

The timber piling, if placed
end to end, would be 11 miles
long.

All of the steel in the bridge
would bpbuild 24 miles of rail-
road. '

The ornamental railing on

the briage would fence a 43-
acre farm.

The approximate floor area

of th2 bridge proper equals
234 acres.

i
i

|

| Sept. 9, died Tuesday.
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" Make Your Next Pair FREEMAN SHOES

You'll appreciate their excellent leathers...
their smart styles...the way they wear...
the way they hold a shine...the comfort

they give...and the way they: are priced.

fort to override sectional dissen-
siop which threatened to disrupt
China’s wartime united front.

DIES OF INJURIES
Staples, Minn. —(£)— Ervin
Wenkelman of Great Falls, Mont.,
who was Iinjured in an automobile
collision at the edge of Motley,

YOUR AUTOMOBILE
BATTERY FULLY and

CAREFULLY RE-
CHARGED — LOANED
BATTERY for 5 DAYS.

ces BY MILLIONS

'ORA’S SHOE STORE

Our New Address — 318 PEARL ST.

' WORN WITN FRIDE
ALL FOR

35¢

SEARS ROEBUCK AND CC

i
l -

F. Rvan Duffy introduced bills in
congress granting authority for
construction of the bridge. The
congressional authority was dated
June 19, 1936.

In July, 1936, a definite financial
set-up was approved by the com-
mission. This provided that $800,-
000 was to be provided by the fed-
eral government, $400,000 by the
state, $200,000 by the county, and
$100,000 by the municipality. l

' est possible time.

——————— -

DIES IN DULUTH |
Duluth, Minn. —(&)— James B.
Walker, 84, Duluth, died Wed-
nesday in a local hospital. Sur-
vivors include a son, Philip, Win-
| ona, Minn.

Oversize Bowl-Shaped Tub
. « « “Arc-cuate” Drive Trans-
mission . . . Oversize Mackine
Cut Helical Gears . . . Beau-
tiful White Enamel Finish.

—— F =

She Surn Degins

~an Hour From Now

15

W
-

P —

4
4
*

| E CARD Wool and Cotton
¢ & into Comforter Batts. | B
% )4 | Wool . . . . 25¢c 1b.  The county ordered a $184,

| Cotton . . . 20c 1b.  bond issue, which was its Iimit un-
319—Pearl Street—321

der the statutes, while the city
| TILIMAN BROTHERS agreed 1o provide the right of way,
| LA CROSSE, WIS.

which cost it about $87,000. |
" Then, in November, 1936, a

With singing heart, you give the
throttle another nudge.
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Steel workers are shown in the above picture closing the gap in

picture appeared in The Tribune on Jan. 2, 1939.
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| Remember When It Looked Like This?

Steel workers are shown in the above picture closing the gap in the suspended section of the main channel span of the bridge. The
picture appeared in The Tribune on Jan. 2, 1939, 3 % ' v f
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Offered Tunnel
U L7 - :
nder River To
Replace Bridee ?
P ge |
Late William Seorg Of f/¢
Onalaska Suggested
Novel Plan
Consiruction of a tunnel under| [T
the Mississippi river, in lieu of a
hridge, was one_ _of the_ suggestions
made to the Wisconsin highway
commission as it made plans to|
replac? the temporarily repaired
iraw bridge that had been
wrecked on Aug. 9, 1935, in an ac- |
cident claiming two lives. |
The suggestion for the tunnel |
came from the late William Sorg |
of Onalaska, who had won wide
recognition for his inventive
genius in industrial fields.
Sorg declared, in the heat of
the discussion over the type of
bridge to be built and its location,
shat a tunnel under the river
would bring La Crosse widespread
and invaluable advertising.
1+ was his contention that tour-
icts would travel miles off their
vacation schedules to go through a
sunnel that had been built for |
traffic under a river. Sorg had no i
idea of charging a toll for travel- |
ing through the tunnel, and there!
wae no suggestion along that line |
from others interested. -‘
Sorg suggested that possibly the !

INVENTIVE

junnel could be started about 3rd ! PPRIDE :
-nd State sireets, with the other
ond coming out in Pettibone park \MOMDERFUL? q-21

s0 connect with the present road- |

X wew s
7f WELL! AN APPLIANCE THAT CONVERTS
AUTO EXHAUST GAS INTO PERFUME,EH?
VERY UNUSUAL/S YOU UNDERSTAND,
MAJOR HWOOPLE, THE BANK CAN ADVANCE -
NO CREDIT ON AN (NVENTION BEFORE
ORBTAINING AN ENGINEER'S "REPORT/
DO YOU CARE TO LEAVE THE PLANS
FOR A FEW DAYS ? JUST GIVE YOUR
ADDRESS TO MY SECRETARY ON
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The highwav commission, how-

ever. Never gave Sorg s suggestion | M
<erious consideration. Cost of such |

a structure, the commission main- |
ained. would be excessive, inas- |
_ s it would have to go down
tn Hed rock, which is 170 feet be- |
low the river bed. The commis-
sion said, too, that the factors of
lighting and ventilation would
have been costly.

L

e TR Y a

2 el & 8

There were many engineers of

the Wisconsin highway commis-
sion participating in one way or
another in the construction of La
Crosse’s new Mississippl river
| bridge.
. The construction was under the
' supervision of C. H. Kirch, state
bridge engineer, J. 1. Grann, as-
' sistant bridge engineer, and Henrw
Sparby, resident engineer. All
three are from the Madison head-
quarters of the commission.

i
T

WALLPAPER

At Less Than

PRIGE!

' ation with the bridge department,

. was represented during construc-
' tion by T. M. Reynolds, division
| engineer; R. C. Clark, assistant di-

IL.a Crosse Engineers

Your

neigh- W yision engineer; and W. J. Leibl,
bor saves at ' division construction engineer.
the Econom? . Two of the 5th division men
— Why don’t B were assistants to Sparby through-

you?

' out the construction. These were
' Henry J. Lenschow and Eugene
W. Jaskaniec.

. Lenschow, who is 31 vears old,
' holds the degree of bachelor of
. science in civil engineering at the
' University of Wisconsin, class of
' 1930. He was elected to Tau Beta
’Pi. national honorary scholastic
fraternity, while at the university.

MONTH-END SPECIAL

BARN PAINT

In B gallons,

$100,

|
f
:
l
'
|

L

The commission’s La (_l‘rosse 5th
division office, working in cooper- |

an§ E&ineers Work
On Plans For New Bridge

He has been a permanent employe
of division No. 5 since July 1, 1930,
'on road and bridge ceonstruction
I projects.

Jaskaniec is 29 years old, and
holds the bachelor of science de-
gree in civil engineering at the
. University of Wisconsin, class of
1934. He worked part-time for
the state highway commission
from June, 1930, to February, 1934,
while going to school. Since Feb-
ruary, 1934, he has been a perma-
' nent emplove of the 5th division

on road and bridge construction.
Many Assistants
There were a number of assist-

ant engineers from the 5th division

' office who worked at different
times on surveys, road plans and
construction features of ° the
' bridge.

These assistant engineers includ-
ed L. C. Anderson, W. W. Elliott,
E. R. Stanek, F. C. Goddard, E.
J. Fetzner, J. R. Argall, L. J. Mar-
'cou, F. G. Kuether, H. A. Beek-
‘'man, J. W, Johnson, W. J. Her-
'reid, H. H. Birkeness, F. R. Hay-
den, R. L. Roettiger, A. J. Engelke,
G. N. Growt, R. C. Jansky, E. C,
Kesting, D. H. Kuenzli, W. B.
Schini, V. A. Schulz, A. M. Spoo-
ner, Stanley Thomas, and E. M.
' Bright.

Ferry Provided Service
~ OnRiver Prior To 1891

Prior to the construction of the
"old Mississippi river bridge and
the opening of it to traffic in 1891,
 ferry service connected La Crosse
- with La Crescent.

Data collected by H. J. Hirsh-
heimer, secretary of the L.a Crosse
County Historical socilety, indi-
' cates that the first ferry operated
" at La Crosse was the “Wild Kate,”
a horse power boat owned by
- William McConnell. 1t was oper-
' ated from 1852 to 1854.

" Then, in September, 1854, came
' the first steam ferry, the “Honey-
" ove.,” owned by McRoberts, Mc-
' Connell and McCain. In 1855 the
 “H. M. Rice” made its appearance
' as a ferry. :

' In 1857 the “Honeyoye” sank
' when the ice moved out, and the
ferry “Joe Gale” was secured, ar-

HOUSE PAINT

31 49
gal
Interior Spar

Varnish, quart 5 9c

£1.59 per zallon.

ECONOM

WALLPAPER CO.
120 Fifth Avenue South

— -

——

Ready For You in All Its

riving here on June 29, 1857, and
leaving on October 29, 18357.
McRoberts had a new ferry boat
built in the winter of 1857, calling
' th2 craft the “Thomas McRoberts.”
It ran for 20 years, until August,

. 1878, when the “Warsaw” replaced |

it.

‘In 1862, 1863, 1864, and until the
middle of July, 1865, a competition
ferry, the “General Pope,” ran

from the lower landing at La
ICrosse

Target Lake.

of the upper ferry, finally put the
lower one out of business when the
Minnesota supreme court sustained
McRoberts’ exclusive franchise.
The “Warsaw’” operated from
- August, 1878, through 1891,
' was sold early in spring of 1892
to the Canton Saw Mill company,

Canton, Mo.
————— it

Four more times

a

to Grand Crossing, near |
McRoberts, owner |

and |

: during the
present century will there be

dates with all odd, unduplicated

HMP! OH,YAS,
J] MR.WINTERGREEN! YOU

ARE AWARE, OF COURSE,
THAT TUIS DEVICE SUOULD

BEAR TWIDENDS RUNNING
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FIGURES == HAR-RUMPH/;
AND THOUGH IT \S
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Scenes of La Crosse’s bridge dedication parade and ribbon cutting ceremonies Saturday morning are shown above.

At the upper left,

Governor Julius Heil of Wisconsin is shown bending over the ribbon while Chairman R. W. Davis of the board of supervisors and Mayor

Joseph J. Verchota sever it.

Polan(i’s Troops

Routed, German

Command Claims|

Nation Pays Tribute To

Von Fritsch, * Foermer

Army Chief

By MELVIN WHITELEATHER
Berlin — () — The German

S o S ei— —

e —

|

Mayor Floyd R. Simon of Winona, on the right, watches.
| ing the Spring Grove band in the foreground.
the massed bands playing the “Star Spangled Banner” and a portion of the 15.0

Baltic States Uneasy With

) _ At the upper right is a view of the parade, show-
The picture at the lower right shows the Viola band, while the view at the lower left shows
00 people on the east approach to the bridge.

|

Estonian Envoy In Moscow

e e e e W A W—

By WITT HANCOCK
Moscow —(&)— Moscow's atten-

tion centered Saturday night on|

the Soviet Union‘s future relations
with small Baltic states and on eco-
nomic reorganization of the three-
fifth of Poland designated the Rus-
sian zone of occupation.

On the diplomatic front, specu-

. lJation was stirred by the impend-
| ing arrival of Karl Selter, Estonian

army declared in a communique | foreign minister, for conversations
Saturday that the war in Poland | with Russian officials and by the
was over, despile the continued | possible effect on these talks on

resistance of Warsaw, where Col.
Gen. Baron Werner Von Fritsch,
former commander-in-chief was

killed in action.
450,000 Caplives

The communique recited

length the stages of the German'

campaign in Poland, said its suc-
cess was due to the cooperation of
all branches of the army and navy
and declared the army had taken
more than 450,000 captives, 1.200
guns and war materials that could
not vet be calculated.

It said 800 Polish planes had
been destroved o1 captured and

the 1rest interned after {fleeing
abroad.
The Polish soldiers. it added.

fought bravely but “broke on the
inadequacy of his leadership and
organization.”

Exact figures on German losses
will be given in a few days, the
communique stated, declaring that
they “must be described as unus-
ually small in comparison to the
enormous losses of the enemy.”

On Adolph Hitler’s orders a state

funeral will be given the 539-year-

old general who played an out-
standing role in the revival of the
German land forces before his

failure to keep in step with the'

fuehrer led to his resignation in
February, 1938.

Before the death announcement
Germans believed Von
Fritsch was still in retirement. It
was known, however, that he had
volunteered to serve at the front
and Von Brauchitsch announced
he had 3joined his regiment
the first day’” of the war.

Von Fritsch relinquished

———

(Turn to Page 12)
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“thoroughly loyal.” Should one of
these after-hours radiomen catch
strange signals in his receiver, and
run into a station whose call let-
ters were not listed, he would re-
port immediately to the American
Radio Relay league at Hartford,
Conn.

Once a stranger station is heatd,
the task is to run it down. The
rum-runners of prohibition train-
ed many an American officer in
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the future of the small Baltic

states.

On the Polish front, huge Polish |

estates were being divided among
former tenants and servants even

atf as troops to the west still were

consolidating their occupation.
Selter’s trips to Moscow was said

to be ostensibly for completion of

negotiations for a commercial

+ Russian invasion and partition of

l

Poland.
Speculation has centered espe-

' clally on possible border revisions

| of some Baltic states.

. Russia.

|
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|
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rered them to the municipality of

 treaty with Russia. Foreign circles, |

|

h_m!.-'ex'er, sald they attached more ' -ment to

' significance to the visit because of |
' the uncertain position of the Baltic |
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states
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in light of the German-|

Before the

World war Estonia was part of

(Russia is known towant a Bal-
tic seaport and Estonia is sira-
tegically situated on the Gulf of
Finland from which Soviet ships
go out into the Baltic.)

I
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Russia Playing
Americans For
‘Suckers,” Claim

Former Soviet Agent
€Claims Funds Aiding
Communists
Washington —(&P)— A former

The Soviet Union continued itS:Sm'iet agent in this country told
organization work in White Russia  the Dies committee Saturday that

and the Polish Ukraine, the ecast-'

ern sections of Poland.

Russia had ‘“‘played the American

Dispatches from the area said  people as a bunch of suckers” to

the peasants were aiding the red
army In rounding up Polish offi-
cers.

ficers and landlords and surrend-

Novogrudolk.

|

1

I

finance its propaganda here.
D. H. Dubrowsky of New York,

One report said a group of | 4 naturalize .
peasants brought in 117 Polish of- | ized American who was

one of the first Soviet representa-
tives in the United States, testified
that “Americans swallow and pay

A report from the same city said | for” Soviet propaganda efforts,

a group of women called un the
provisional administration depart-
inquire about rumors of

the closing of churches and syna- | plained, had collected money in the

gogues 1n the city, but were told
this was “merely gossip.”

Of P

Sié;nund Freud, Famed Oi’igillat.or

Overall Sales

'Left Vienna Year Ago.

sychoanalysis, Dies
L L ;

Showing Increase
|

l Austria

Wilkes-Barre, Pa. —(&)—
Officials of a large factory sell-
ing workingmen’'s clothes re-
ported Saturday overall sales
increased 200 per cent since
outbreak of the European war.

Four Endorscd To
Back Yandenberg

L

State Delegation Names

GOP Candidatg

Senator Arthur
Vandenberg of Michigan for the
1940 Republican nomination for
president Salurday endorsed four
men as Vandenberg-pledged can-
didates for delegates-at-large to
the GOP national convention.

Those selected were Michael G.|n8

Eberlein of Shawano; Harry Car-zncss'

thew of Lancaster; E. W. Richard-'m

son of Ladysmith, and W. H.
Cudworth of Milwaukee.

The meeting adopted a resolution

calling for organization of Vanden-

berg committees in each of the 10

N B Er R T | F

T R R R ——
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After Hitler Annexed ‘

LLondon —(&)— Prof. Sigmund
Freud, famed originator of psy-
choanalysis, died at his Hamp-

’stead. L.ondon, Home shortly be-

| fore midnight Saturday night.

He

- was 83 years old.

‘the trip on funds
raised
' United States by
- American
 tors

Group For Support Of

—

i

T who

- secied
.man
| 111

' months
' Friday lapsed in-
{o coma and died
' without

|

|
|

|

i
i

- of
| year.

'in the

Freud left Vienna and came to
England after German annexation
Austria last
He made

L]

in the
doc-
and scien-
tists.

Settling down
quiet of ;
London sub-

of Hamp-
the man :
had “dis-

the hu-
minda’ fell
s everal
ago and

the
urb
stead,

regain-
consclious-

Early - 1ast SSSRaa
onth his FREUD
daughter said he was suffering
irom weakness but that “no an-
xiety i1s felt at the moment.”

Since then he had been confined
t0 his residence.
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In London
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|

- "Front organizations with high-
sounding names,” Dubrowsky ex-

United States for relief of starva-

__|1i0n and suffering in Russia but

had used much of the money
for Communist party purposes.

He also related that the Soviet
government got the major part of
payments the United States makes
to dependents in Russia of Ameri-
can war veterans.

95 Per Cent Confiscation

Telling how this was done. he
said that until 1935 such depend-
ents were allowed to trade at

“Torgsin” stores in which Ameri- |

can dollars could be spent at nearly
their regular value.

In 1935, he said, these stores
were abolished and beneficiaries of
velerans’ payments received rubles
at an artificial value which gave
them about 4 to 5 cents on the
dollar.

“They were darn lucky to get
that,” he added. “The confiscation

was not complete, only 95 per
cent.”’
“Then in effect our taxpavers

were contributing to the support

of the Soviet Union?”
Dies (D-Tex.) asked.

“Yes, and they still do,”

browsky replied amiably.
Distribute Films

The witness said that other
means used by the Soviet for rais-
ing funds in the United States in-
cluded the distribution of moving
picture films, which ‘are *“about
nine-tenths propaganda.” This
activity, he said, was carried on by
the *“Amkino” corporation and
netted about $1,000,000 a year.
Also,
ernment took most of the proceeds
of estates left by Americans for
Russian relatives, managing to do
this through dollar exchange man-
ipulation.

Dubrqwsky returned 1o New
York without completing his testi-
mony but Chairman Dies (D-Tex)
sald he would be called again in
the near future. The committee is
schedyled to hear testimony Mon-

- e

Chairman

Du-

he testified, the Russian gov- |

————— —

INluminated
Boats Parade

River Front

Indian Pow-Wow, Band
| Concert And Fireworks

Mark Fitting Close Of
Bridge Jubilee

Thousands of people jammed Rie
' verside and Pettibone parks Siale
'urday night to view the fireworks
and colorful, spectacular Venetian
night program marking finis to La
'Crosse's elaborate bridge dedicae

tion ceremonies.

Long before the evening's entele
'tainment in the parks was schede
' uled to begin, people began to line
the banks of the river until they

were as many as 12 and 15 deep in

| some sections of Riverside.

Pettibone park drives were
crowded with automobiles, and ale
most every available area was util-
ized for vehicles. Thousands of
people also lined the bank in that
park.

Slightly delayed, the launches
with their long strings of small
boats decorated with more than
1,000 lighted Japanese lanterns
moved up the Mississippl river
from the mouth of the lL.agoon
slough about 9:15 p. m.

Fireworks Display

As the more than 75 small boats,
divided into groups of 10 or 12 and
each section pulled by a launcn
with silenced exhausts, reached the
new bridge the fireworks display
was started.

There were several hundred brile

liant rockets and other aerial dis-
plays fired as the decorated boals
continued their upstream journey,
winding back and forth across the
river to display their brilliance.
The boat parade turned near up-
'per Gundersen Island, making the
'same serpentine 1irip on 1its way
downstream to the Lagoon slougn,
where the boat equipment was dis-
' mantled.
Long after the Venelian mnight
| phase of the entertainment was
| over, the acrial fireworks contin-
ued. It was"}estimatednw.i-;e were
more than 500 pieces of fireworks
used in the program, the entire
evening's entertainment bringing
much favorable comment from the
spectators.

Earlier in the evening, several
 thousand people were entertained
' in Riverside park by a pow wow,
which was presented by a group
of Winnebago Indians from Black
River Falls under the sponsorship
of the Rotary, Lions and Kiwanis
clubs.

Indians In Full Regalia

The Indians, in full tribal re-

- galia, included in their program
'a number of songs and dances,
' many of them used by ancestors
in their various ccremonies,
. There was the *“‘snake” dance,
which was used by the tribesmen
in early days as they prepared
tlo combat other Indian tribes or
white settlers. Then, there was the
“green corn’” dance, used in cone
! nection with the Indian Thanks-
ziving at the ripening of the corn
in the fall. The war dance was ane
other of the many that held an
interested audience for more than
one hour,

At the conclusion of the pro-
'gram in the parks, there were
numerous traffic jams as automo-
biles moved from parking areas
into roadways and sireets, to be
halted by the crowds of people
crossing the intersections on their
t way toward the business district.

|

- — e —
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City police officers, aided bv
scores of law enforcement offi-
clals from municipalities and

counties throughout Wisconsin, as
well as the Arcadia military po-
 lice of the National Guard and
. Minnesota state highway npatrol
men, were stationed a’’ most infer-
| rections to attemnt to keen trafe
¢ moving steadily to avoid une
necessary congestion.

Thousands Pass Over Bridege

Throughout Saturday afternoon
- and evening there were siecady
' streams of automobiles passing ove
er the new bridge. At times Sate
urday afternoon police officers said
the eastbound automobiles were
| lined up as far as La Crescent.

The electric stop and 2o signals
at the east approach to the bridsze,
| ord and Cass streets. were put ine
{io operation about 7 p. m. Sature
day, ailding materially in the trafe
fic regulation problem.

Most of the high school bands
from the communities in the La
Crosse trade territory participate
Ing in the morning's varade, re-
mained during the afternoon {o
play on the streets of the cityv,
Drum corps from local organizae

tions, too, were active throughout
the afternoon.

-
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