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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
All locations 0-ot mvimbers) and building numbers are taken from "Harpers Ferry, 
Hlstoiical Base Map, 1859, Part of the Master Plan for Harpers Ferry National Monu
ment," prepared by the Eastern Office of Design & Construction, National Park Ser
vice, Drawing No. NM-HF 3021, 3 sheets, dated Oct. 6, 1959, for the Lower Town and 
Camp Hill areas of Harpers Ferry. This map is supported by Charles W. Snell, "The 
Town of Harpers Ferry in 1859, A Physical History" CNPS typescript. Harpers Ferry 
National Monument Research Project No. HF-32, May 13, 1959).

Upper Hall Island

In 1859 Upper Hall Island was part of the U.S. Armory at Harpers Ferry and was the 
site of the Armory lumber yard and three Armory employee dwellings. The lumber 
yard and shed were constructed in 1855 on the upper or western end of the island. 
The upper locks and toll house of the Shenandoah Canal Company were also located at 
the west end of the island and the tracks of the Winchester and Potomac Railroad 
Company crossed the island on the south side. A description of the island's struc
tures in 1859 follows;

Armory Dwelling No. 6, erected between 1807 and 1834, was a two-story brick build
ing with approximate dimensions of 22' by 16'. It was probably rented by Francis 
Knapp, an Armory machinist, in 1859. Armory Dwelling No. 7, erected between 1807 
and 1834, was a two-story stone building with approximate dimensions of 28' by 28'. 
It was probably rented by John Mason, an Armory machine oiler, in 1859. Armory 
Dwelling No. 8, erected between 1807 and 1834, was a two-story brick building 
measuring approximately 36' by 18'. It was probably occupied by John P. Fouke, 
an Armory employee, in 1859. These houses were demolished by Union soldiers in 
November 1864 to make way for the construction of the U.S. Military Railroad that 
was to run from Harpers Ferry to Stephenson's Depot near Winchester, Va., to help 
supply Sheridan's army. At that time the U.S. Military Railroad Corps erected a 
frame tool house C37' by 22') and an agent's office (21' by 13') on Upper Hall 
Island. There are no visible surface remains of any of these structures.

The Shenandoah Canal along the northern sides of the Upper and Lower Hall Islands, 
with the upper and lower locks, was completed by the Potomac Company in 1807. In 
1824 the Shenandoah Canal Company entered into an agreement with the owners of the 
Island of Virginius which provided for the construction of a dam between the upper 
or western end of that island and the eastern end of Lower Hall Island. This dam 
furnished water for the canal as it passed along the northern side of the Island 
of Virginius and also created a turning basin for the boats at that point.lu The 
toll house of the canal company, a one-story frame building, was located on the up
per or western end of Upper Hall Island adjacent to the upper locks. The toll 
house is missing, but traces of the canal are present here and further west along 
the river within the park.

Ccontinued)
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Winchester and Potomac Railroad

The Winchester and Potomac Railroad received a right-of-way along the Shenandoah 
River through Armory land from the United States in 1835 and was completed from 
Winchester to Harpers Ferry in March 1836. The right-of-way across Upper and 
Lower Hall Islands, the Island of Virglnius, and Blocks F, E, D, and C, Shenandoah 
Street, was 30* wide. On reaching a point 34* east of Market Street, in Block B, 
Shenandoah Street, the right-of-way widened to 50* and so continued until it left 
the United States land at the eastern side of Block A, Shenandoah Street. From 
this point, in the Wager Ferry Lot Reservation, to the abutments of the Potomac 
Bridge, the right-of-way narrowed to 30’ again.

The Winchester and Potomac Railroad Depot was located on the south side of the 
railroad's tracks on its right-of-way through the Old Arsenal Square, Block A, 
Shenandoah Street. This one-story brick building, measuring approximately 125* 
by 30', was erected by the company between 1847 and 1859. Turn-arounds for the 
locomotives and cars of the railroad were located on the Island of Virglnius. A 
wooden trestle, 14' above ground and about 25' wide, extended across Blocks C, D, 
E, and F, Shenandoah Street, granting the inhabitants of this area access to the 
rear of their lots. Following the destruction of the original trestle work in 
the great 1852 flood, the wooden trestle was rebuilt and mounted on fine stone 
piers. The B & 0 Railroad trestle and tracks present today follow the same align
ment and present the same general appearance despite rebuilding over the years.
The depot and turn-arounds are not extant.

Turnpikes

Three turnpikes led from Harpers Ferry to surrounding towns prior to the Civil 
War;

The Harpers Ferry, Charles Town, and Smithfield Turnpike, organized in 1830, 
reached Harpers Ferry in 1831 and was macadamized in 1833. The turnpike ran 
along the north bank of the Shenandifcah River past the Upper and Lower Hall Is
lands and the Island of Virglnius and ended at Block F, Shenandoah Street. The 
present froad from the lower town to U.S. Route 340 follows the turnpike align
ment. West of Route 340, the turnpike alighment is further perpetuated by the 
existing road running some 40 yards west of the modern sewage treatment plant.

(continued)
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thence branching northward up a rise to the town of Bolivar. The left branch of 
this road, also on a historic alignment, continues along the river past the ruins 
of Strider's Gulf Mill, which dates to the 1790s.* The Harpers Ferry toll house 
of the turnpike, a one-story frame building, was located on the mainland just east 
of the bridge that led to the Island of Virginius.

The Frederick and Harpers Ferry Turnpike, organized in 1830, was completed from 
Frederick, Maryland, to the Maryland abutment of the Wager Potomac bridge by 1832. 
The existing road along the base of Maryland Heights west of Sandy Hook, outside 
but adjacent to the Maryland Heights park boundary, presumably follows the align
ment of the western end of this turnpike.

The Hillsborough and Harpers Ferry Turnpike, organized in 1851, was completed the 
following year from the southern end of the Shenandoah Toll Bridge east along the 
base of Loudoun Heights (where U.S. Route 340 now runs), thence south over the 
mountains to Hillsborough, Va. The turnpike toll house was in Armory Dwelling 
No. 9, a stone building adjacent to the south end of the bridge (not extant).

Lower Hall Island

Lower Hall Island, comprising approximately five acres and nine structures prior 
to the Civil War, was owned by the United States during the Armory period and was 
one of the three major water-powered industrial sites in Harpers Ferry. The is
land was approximately 760 feet long from east to west along the north side. The 
maximum breadth south to the Winchester and Potomac railroad track was about 260 
feet. The Island originally extended some distance into the river beyond the 
railroad, but most of this land has been washed away in the 20th century. Some 
of John Brown's raiders held th^ island's buildings briefly in 1859. The buildings 
of this period, which served the llall Rifle Factory, were as follows:

Building No. 3, the Finishing and Machine Shdp, had two brick stories atop stone 
foundations and measured 35-1/2' by 128'. On each end at the rear of this main 
structure was a one-story wing measuring 24' by 24'. The door and window frames 
were cast iron; the water table, cornice, and sills were of cut stone. The gutters 
and spouting were copper and the roof was sheet iron. Designed by Major John Sy
mington, the building was erected in 1847-48 for about $29,740.

Building No. 1, the Filing Shop, had two brick stories on a stone foundation measur
ing 74' by 25-1/2'. The roof covering was slate. The shop was designed by Maj. 
Symington and erected in 1844-45 at a cost of some $5,000.

See page 42. (continued)
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Building No. 6, the Machine Shop, had a stone basement and first story, a brick 
second story, and a sheet iron roof. On the center rear of the 87-3/4' by 35' 
shop was a 14' by 36' projection designed for use as an office. Designed by Jlaj. 
Symington, the building was erected in 1852-53 at a cost of $19,030.

Building No. 9, the Barrel Drilling and Finishing Shop, had a stone foundation and 
first story and two brick stories with a sheet iron roof topped by a 70' high bell 
tower. Measuring 57-1/2' by 49-1/2', this shop connected Buildings No. 6 and 4. 
Designed by Superintendent Alfred M. Barbour, it was erected in 1859-60 at a cost 
of $15,820.

Building No. 4, the Tilt Hammer and Forging Shop, had a stone basement and first 
story, a brick second story, cut stone water table, steps, sills, and coping, 
cast iron door and window frames, and a slate roof. On the center rear of the 
110' by 25-1/2' shop was a 14-1/2' by 35' projection serving as an office. De
signed by Maj. Symington, the shop was built in 1849-50 for $22,130.

Building No. 5, the Annealing Furnace and Proof House, was a one-story brick 
building over a one-story stone foundation measuring 60' by 36'. Two brick par
tition walls divided it into three separate compartments. It was designed by 
Maj. S3raiington and erected in 1851-52 at a cost of $5,000.

Building No. 7, the Coal House, was a one-story building of brick, 25' by 21' 
and 15' high, with a sheet iron roof, used for the storage of coal and charcoal. 
Designed by Colonel Benjamin Huger, it was erected in 1853-54 for $650.

Building No. 8, the Stock House, probably had two stories with a slate roof.
Exact dimensions are unknown. Erected prior to 1835, it was converted in 1853-54 
for the storage of rifle stocks at a cost of $450.

Building No. 2, the Proof House, was a one-story frame building, 19-1/2' by 15', 
with a back wall of stone masonry 2-1/2' thick, used for the proving of rifle 
barrels. It was erected by Maj. Symington in 1844-45.

From 1846 to 1860 $31,107 was spent for certain improvements on the Rifle Factory 
grounds. A single-arch stone bridge approximately 50' long and 15* to 17' wide 
was built 530* west of the eastern tip of the island to provide access from the 
mainland. In 1855-57 the entire island was enclosed by a wall totaling about 
2,665' in length. Its stone foundation was three feet thick and three feet high, 
supporting a brick wall 28" thick and eight feet high with a rough stone coping. 
Above all was a wrought iron paling fence.

(continued)
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The north bank of the Shenandoah Canal as it passed the Rifle Factory on Lower Hall 
Island was bounded by a dry-laid stone wall three feet thick and six feet high 
erected by the Armory.

Lower Hall Island was leveled and graded between 1844 and 1860 and the sluiceways 
were arched over and run underground. The grounds were planted in grass and numer
ous trees covered the island. A road crossed the Island from the bridge to the 
Shenandoah River, sinking beneath the Winchester and Potomac Railroad tracks. A 
dry-laid stone wall with rough coping, 80' long and 28" thick, extended along each 
side of the sunken portion of the road. A flagstone walk about 550' long ran along 
the front or northern side of the Rifle Factory shops. In 1852 two cast iron street 
lamps were installed at the Rifle Factory.

Between April 18 and June 15, 1861, Confederate soldiers removed most of the arms- 
producing machinery and tools from the Rifle Factory buildings and subsequently 
burned these structures. In November 1864 the U.S. Military Railroad, then in the 
process of rebuilding the destroyed Winchester and Potomac line to Stephenson's 
Depot, Va., constructed a locomotive engine house, a machine and blacksmith shop, 
and four railroad loading platforms on Lower Hall Island. None of these fitame 
structures survive.

In 1887-88 Savery & Company tore down the still-standing masonry walls of the 
burned Rifle Factory buildings and reused the material to construct the wood pulp 
mill at the lower (east) end of Lower Hall Island. The pulp mill was demolished 
in 1937, but the stone flumes and retaining wall of the mill are still visible.
The original foundations of the Rifle Factory buildings and the earlier John H.
Hall shops lie to the west of the flume and south of the retaining wall; they have 
not been excavated.

U.S. Lot 2, Shenandoah Street

Armory Dwelling House No. 5 (Park Hldg. No. 48), a 2-1/2-story stone house 18' by 
32-1/2' in plan, was erected on this lot north of Shenandoah Street between 1821 
and 1834. It was rented by the family of an armorer prior to the Civil War, at 
the close of which it was vacant and in fair condition. The exterior was restored 
to its 1859 appearance in 1968 and the original Interior stairway has been recon
structed. It is presently used as a residence.

The Armory Stable, designed by Maj. John Symington, was erected on Block F of this 
lot south of Shenandoah Street in 1847-48. It was a one-story brick building with 
cut stone water table and coping and a slate roof. The structure was similar in

(continued)
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design to Euilding No. 1, the Engine and Guard House, in the Musket Factory yard. 
It contained stalls for at least six horses. Ih 1856 stone walls were erected on 
two dides of the stable to enlarge the grounds. In July 1865 the stable was in 
good condition and being used by the Union Army. There are no visible remains.

U.S. Lot 1. Block F. Shenandoah Street

Armory Dwelling No. 4 on this lot, a two-story brick building with wood shingle 
roof approximately 38' by 21', was erected between 1811 and 1834. In 1859 it was 
probably rented by two families of Armory workmen. In July 1865 it was in bad 
condition and vacant. There are no visible remains.

Block E, Shenandoah Street

This block encompassed four residential lots and a school, as follows:

Lot No. 1 was the site of House No. 19, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The house was a two-story brick dwelling with a wood shingle roof and 
measured approximately 30' by 19'. Nilliam H. Martin, an Armory Inspector, was 
its tenant in 1859.

Lot No. 2, leased by the Government to the County School Board prior to the Civil 
War, was the site of a one-story brick school building of unknown dimensions—the 
Free School for School District No. 24. Erected in 1855, the school was demolished 
by Union soldiers during the war.

Lot No. 3 was owned by Michael Doran, a merchant, prior to the Civil War. He may 
have constructed a new house on the lot between 1852 and 1861, but no definite 
evidence of it has been found.

Lot No. 4 was the site of House No. 22, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The stone dwelling had 2-1/2 stories and a wood shingle roof. It front
ed approximately 18' on Shenandoah Street and was about 22' deep. In 1859 it 
housed the Nunnamaker family, who were employed at the Armory. A town pump was 
then located on the lot.

Lot No. 5 was the site of Houses No. 23 and 24, erected by the United States be
tween 1811 and 1834. Each of these 2-1/2-story brick and frame dwellings with

(continued)
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wood shingle roofs fronted on Shenandoah Street about 21' and was 22' deep. In 1859 
House No. 23 was rented to John Koonce, a polisher of gun barrels, and House No. 24 
was the residence of William Snook, an inspector of gun barrels.

The historic residences in this area were destroyed by floods, particularly that of 
1936. Their foundations are in place.

Block D, Shenandoah Street

This block encompassed seven lots, as follows:

Lot No. 1 was the site of House No. 11, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The brick dwelling had 1-1/2 stories and a wood shingle roof and 
measured 22' by 18'. A second house was erected on the lot between 1852 and 1857 
by Master Armorer Armistead M. Ball, who was residing in one of the houses in 1359.

Lot No. 2 was leased by the Catholic Church from the Government prior to the Civil 
War as the site for a parsonage. The lot was vacant in 1859. CMlchael A. Costello, 
the priest, was then residing at the house of William J. Stephens on Wager Lot No.5.)

Lot No. 3 was leased by the Presbyterian Church from the Government prior to the 
Civil War as the site for a parsonage. The church then had a visiting pastor from 
Berryville, and no parsonage was erected. The lot was Instead occupied by a frame 
carriage house with shake roof serving the church, which was directly across the 
street.

Lot No. 4 was the site of House No. 16, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The brick dwelling had 2-1/2 stories and a slate roof and measured about 
39' by 19'. Between 1853 and 1859 Philip Hoffman, the resident, built a 2-1/2- 
story brick addition measuring approximately 29' by 17'. Two small frame barns 
or sheds fronted on Hamilton Street at the rear of the lot.

Lot No. 5 was the site of House No. 17, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The brick dwelling had 1-1/2 or two stories and a slate roof and fronted 
about 21' on Shenandoah Street. It was approximately 42' deep, including a 15' by 
15' addition at the rear. In 1859 the house was ovmed by Joseph Mathews, an ar
morer, and was probably rented by Thomas B. Moore, a merchant.

Ccontinued)
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Lot No. 6, owned In 1859 by the heirs of Edward Lucas, Jr., former Paymaster of the 
Armory, was then vacant.

Lot No. 7 was the site of House No. 52, erected by Philip Coons in 1825-26. The two- 
story stone dwelling measured 39* by 28*. To the southwest was a small one-story 
barn or shed. In 1859 the house was the residence of Samuel L. Williams, an Armory 
watchman, and a portion was rented to James Pagate, a mill agent.

Foundation remains of these structures on Block D are present beneath a parking lot 
Installed by the National Park Service in 1957-58.

Block G, Shenandoah Street

The block was the site of the Armory Lumber Yard until 1852, when a flood destroyed 
the yard. Thereafter the block was vacant.

U.S. Ferry Lot, Shenandoah Street

The Shenandoah Toll Bridge crossed from the southern extremity of Bridge Street ad
jacent to the U.S. Ferry Lot. The United States owned the ferry rights across the 
Shenandoah from 1818 until after the Civil War. A rope ferry crossed the river from 
1810 until 1844. In 1843-44 the Shenandoah Bridge Company constructed its toll 
bridge. In return for not exercising its ferry rights, the United States received 
free passage of all Armory personnel and property across the bridge. The bridge was 
composed of two stone abutments, two stone piers, and a wooden superstructure 375* 
long. The piers were 28* high, 30* long, 10* thick at the base and 6* thick at the 
top. The arched superstructure had a double wagon track, each being 10* wide and 
12* high in the clear. It was weatherboarded and covered with cypress shingles.
The original superstructure was destroyed by a hurricane in June 1859 and rebuilt 
by September,,lbut was not covered at the time of John Brown's raid. Confederate 
troops burned the bridge on June 28, 1861. There are no evident remains.

The Shenandoah Bridge Toll House, a small 1-1/2-story frame building erected by 
the Shenandoah Bridge Company in 1844, stood at the northern end of the bridge on 
the U.S. Ferry Lot. The lot, owned by the United States and leased to the company, 
was otherwise vacant.

The 19th century buildings on Blocks D and G and the U.S. Ferry Lot were demolished 
by floods. The flood of 1936 removed what remained at that time.

(continued)
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Presbyterian Church Lot. Shenandoah Street

This lot was owned by the United States prior to the Civil War and leased to the 
Presbyterian Church. The church building, with a one-story stone basement and one 
brick story above, was erected in 1843. Xt measured 36' by 49' and had a wooden 
cupola mounted on the roof. During the war the upper floor was used as a guard 
house and the basement as a stable by the Union Army. The badly damaged structure 
was repaired after the war, but today only the ruined first story remains.

Block C, Shenandoah Street

This largely residential block Included the following lots and structures:

Lot 1, on the corner of Shenandoah and Market streets, contained Houses No. 3 and 4, 
constructed by William Graham about 1818-20. House No. 4 was a 2-1/2-story stone 
building with a slate roof designed for use as a store and dwelling. It fronted 
approximately 43' on Shenandoah Street and went back about 33' along Market Street. 
The white-painted building contained a dry goods and grocery store in 1850.
House No. 3, once known as the Globe Inn, waw-a 2-1/2-story brick structure with 
slate roof located to the rear of House No. 4. A two-story covered frame porch 
extended the length of the 50' Market Street facade. The building was about 20' 
deep, not including the 9'-wide porch. In 1859 the lot and both houses were owned 
by the heirs of Edward Lucas, Jr., the late Paymaster of the Armory.

Lot No. 2 was the site of House No. 5, erected by the United States between 1818 
and 1834. The two-story brick structure with wood shingle roof fronted approxi
mately 25' on Shenandoah Street and was about 28' deep. It was owned and occupied 
by Ralph Cleveland, an armorer, in 1859.

Lot No. 3 was the site of House No. 6, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The two-story brick structure with wood shingle roof fronted approxi
mately 24' on Shenandoah Street and was about 17' deep. The house was occupied 
by the Henry Stripes family, armorers, in 1859.

Lot No. 4 was the site of House No. 8, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The l-l/2T‘Story brick building with wood shingle roof fronted approx
imately 24' on Shenandoah Street and was about 32' in depth. In 1859 it was 
owned by John B. Johnson, an armorer, and was apparently rented as a dwelling by 
Francis M. Pine, a clerk.

(continued)
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Lot No. 5 was the site of House No. 9, erected by the United States between 1811 and 
1834. The 1-1/2-story brick dwelling with weod shingle roof fronted approximately 
20' on Shenandoah Street and was about 32' deep. It was owned and occupied by the 
Geoirge P. Marquett family in 1859.

Lot No. 6A was the site of House No. 10, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The two-story stone dwelling with wood shingle roof fronted approx
imately 30' on Shenandoah Street and was about 32' in depth. In 1859 it was owned 
by Andrew J. Wright, an armorer, and was probably rented by Benjamin Hobbs, an 
armorer.

Lot No. 6B was the site of a two-story brick house built and occupied by Jesse 
Grimes (or Graham), an armorer, between 1857 and 1859. The house measured approx
imately 17' by 24'.

Lot No. 7 was the site of House No. 49, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The one-story brick dwelling adjoined the house on Lot No. 8; the two 
houses together measured approximately 54' by 18'. In 1859 House No. 49 was the 
residence of Joseph Manuel, blacksmith, and Joseph Davis, blacksmith's apprentice.

Lot No. 8 was the site of House No. 48, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The two-story brick dwelling was owned and occupied by Bernard McCabe, 
a coal breaker, in 1859.

Lot No. 9 was the site of House No. 47, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The two-story stone dwelling measured approximately 28' by 18'. In 1859 
it was owned by the heirs of Francis McCabe and was apparently rented by Daniel 
Potterfield, a butcher, and Thomas Gallaher, a liquor dealer.

Lot No. 10 was the site of House No. 46, erected by the United States between 1811 
and 1834. The two-story stone dwelling measuring 40' by 22' was owned and occupied 
by Samuel Trail, a carpenter, in 1859.

Lot No. 11, owned by the United States, was under contract of sale to the late 
Edward Lucas, Jr., in 1859 but not paid for. It was then vacant.

The buildings on Block C were destroyed by flood action. Structural remains are 
present beneath the parking lot installed by the National Park Service in 1957-58.

(continued)
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Block B, Shenandoah Street

This block included the following lots and structures:

The Market House, designed by Maj. John Symington and erected in 1846-47 by the 
Armory, was located south of the Winchester and Potomac Railroad tracks in the 
southwestern sector of the block. The two-story brick building with slate roof and 
no cellar measured approximately 66' by 40'. On the south side facing the Shenan
doah River were six arched windows over six arched doorways. By 1859 a one-story 
covered frame porch had probably been added to the west (Market Street) end and 
across the Shenandoah River front to afford more space and protection for goods.
The first floor then served as the public town market where vegetables, meat, 
poultry, cheese, tallow, eggs, and fish were sold. The second floor was used as 
the lodge room of the Sons of Temperance, which funded its construction. The prop
erty was owned by the United States and leased to the Town of Harpers Ferry.
The brick walls of the abandoned structure were felled by the 1936 flood. Founda
tion remnants are present under the existing parking lot.

Lot No. 2 is the site of Armory Dwelling No. 1 (Park Bldg. No. 36), designed by 
Superintendent Henry W. Clowe and erected in 1858-59 as quarters for the Master 
Armorer. The two-story brick house has a slate roof and measures 42'8" by 38'6".
A two-story brick wing with slate roof at the rear measures 28'6" by 25'7”. A two- 
story wooden porch runs along the east side of the wing and the exposed rear of the 
main block. The building, which cost $7,000 to constiruct, contains 14 rooms.
During the periods of Union occupation of Harpers Ferry during the Civil War, Union 
commanders probably used the house as a headquarters. The building has been re
stored to its 1859-65 appearance. A wood picket fence enclosed Lot No. 2 and the 
adjoining Lot No. 1. Park Bldg. No. 36A, located at the southwest corner of Lot 
No. 2, was a one-story brick privy, 9' by 6' with slate roof, erected previously 
in connection with Armory Dwelling No. 2. It is not^ extant.

Lot No. 3 is the site of the two-part Armory Dwelling No. 2 (Park Bldgs. No. 34- 
35). The earliest part (No. 35), erected in 1812 by Joseph S. Annin, was a 2-1/2- 
story brick house with cellar and slate roof measuring 33' by 23'. It was the res
idence of the Master Armorer from 1818 to 1838. The second part (Bldg. 34) was a 
one-story 22'-by-20' brick kitchen with slate roof erected in 1827 on the southwest 
corner of the original structure. Armory Dwelling No. 2 was vacant at the time of 
the John Brown raid and was used soon afterward as a recruiting office by the de
tachment of regulars sent to guard the Armory. It apparently served as quarters 
for Union officers during the Civil War. A third story was added to the building

(continued)
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after 1878, and the structure has been stabilized in this form.

To the rear of this building was a one-story brick smokehouse with slate roof measur
ing about 16' by 14'. This structure (Park Bldg. 34A) was raided to two stories 
after 1878 and remains in that form.

On the northwest corner of Lot No. 3 at Shenandoah and Market streets is the former 
Doran Store (Park Bldg. No. 33). This three-story stone structure built c. 1883 as 
a store and residence has survived the widespread demolition of post-Civil War 
buildings in the town because of its function as a flood buffer for the older build
ings on Block B. The National Park Service has strengthened it by adding concrete 
block Interior walls. The upper floors have been adapted as quarters for park 
employees. Park Bldg. No. 32, also dating from the 1880s, attaches to Bldg. 33 at 
the rear on Market Street and Incorporates a stone icehouse connected to the main 
portion by an archway. The icehouse is on the approximate site of an antebellim 
frame stable measuring about 20' by 16' which, together with the smokehouse, was 
used by the occupants of Armory Dwelling No. 1 before the Civil War.

Lot No. 5 was the site of House No. 43, erected about 1800. This first quarters of 
the early paymasters was a two-story brick building measuring approximately 28' by 
30' with a two-story frame porch across the north front, a cellar, and a slate roof. 
A two-story brick wing about 15' by 15' was located in the rear. The house was 
owned and occupied by George W. Gompf, an armorer, in 1859. It was destroyed by 
the 1936 flood, and only foundation ruins remain.

U.S. Lot No. 1, Shenandoah Street

This lot on the north side of Shenandoah Street across from Block C is the site of 
Armory Dwelling No. 3 (Park Bldg, No. 45). It was built by John G. Wilson in 1825- 
26 as a store and enlarged by Mrs. Ann C. Stephenson as an inn or hotel in 1833-34. 
The 2-1/2-story stone gable-roofed structure measures 66'3" by 35'9". A two-story 
frame porch runs the length of the front elevation. During the 1840s and 50s two 
small shops were located on the first floor and the upper floors were also divided 
to house two families. In 1859 saddlemaker, tailor, or grocery shops probably oc
cupied the ground floor. During the Civil War the building was a Union Army ware
house, being listed as Ordnance Department Warehouse No. 3 in July 1865 and then 
needing repair. The U.S. Government sold the property in 1869. Again in Govern
ment ownership, the building has been restored to its 1859 appearance and is now 
used as a National Park Service visitor center.

(continued)
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St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church (Park Bldg. No. 48A)

The site of this church, at the east end of Camp Hill overlooking Shenandoah Street, 
was the site of the earlier Harpers Ferry Free Church from 1825 until its destruc
tion by fire in 1845. The U.S. Government, which owned the lot, next leased the 
site to the congregation of St. John's Protestant Episcopal Church. In 1851-52 
this congregation constructed a one-story stone church, 17' high to the eaves, over 
an elevated basement. The walls of the 37-1/2'-by-60' building were covered with a 
concrete facing. A small annex at the rear probably contained the altar. The 
gable roof was covered with wood shingles. There was no belfry. The Union Army 
used the church as a barracks and hospital during the Civil War, at the end of 
which only the stone walls and roof remained. The congregation spent $1,200 to 
rebuild the church in 1882, then sold it and moved to a new location in 1895.
(The Government paid the congregation $1,700 for the wartime damage in 1915.)
The church building began to deteriorate to ruins at some date after 1907. In 
1961 the National Park Service stabilized the open ruin by consolidating the bear
ing under the walls, reducing them to a safe level, and capping them.

The Island of Virginius

Harpers Ferry's second major industrial center was the Island of Virginius, locat
ed against the north bank of the Shenandoah River between Lower Hall Island and 
the lower town. The island of approximately 13 acres was owned prior to the Civil 
War by A.H. Herr, a miller born in Pennsylvania. Its industries included an iron 
foundry, machine shop, cotton mill, flour mill, sawmill, and carriage-making es
tablishment. The island's water power was generally developed in 1823-24. 
Approximately 207 persons resided on the island in 1860.

Building No. 1, the Iron Foundry, was a one-story stone structure erected over a 
power canal in 1824 by Townsend Beckham as an oil mill. It was converted to an 
iron foundry by Hugh Gllleece in 1835.

Building No. 2, the "Island" Flour Mill, was a 3-1/2-story stone structure measur
ing approximately 96' by 48' erected over another power canal by Luther I. Cox in 
1840. It replaced an earlier flour mill erected by Fontaine Beckham in 1824 and 
destroyed by fire in 1839. James S. Welch and A.H. Herr operated the mill in 
partnership in 1859. Confederate troops burned it in 1861.

(continued)
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Building No. 3, the Saw Mill, was a 1-1/2-story frame structure measuring 100' by 36' 
with an iron water wheel. The mill and the canal or race over which it was erected 
were constructed by Lewis Wernwag in 1824.

Building No. 4, the Machine Shop, was a three-story stone building measuring 50' by 
30' constructed by Lewis Wernwag before 1834. It was operated in 1859 by John 
Wernwag.

Building No. 5, the Cotton Factory, was a four-story brick building, 68' by 49', with 
tin roof. Built in 1849, it was apparently destroyed in the 1852 flood leaving only 
the foundations.

Building No. 6, the Cotton Mill, was a four-story brick building on stone foundations, 
104' by 48', with tin roof. It was steam heated and gas lighted. It was erected by 
the Harpers Ferry & Shenandoah Manufacturing Company in 1847 and was being operated 
by A.H. Herr in 1859.

Building No. 7, the Blacksmith Shop, was a 1-1/2-story frame building probably dat
ing from 1834.

Building No. 8, a Dwelling House, was a one-story building, probably frame and dat
ing from 1834.

Building No. 9, an Office, was probably a one-story frame office for the sawmill.
It 'is known to have been standing in 1844.

Building No. 10, a Dwelling House, was probably a frame structure of 1-1/2 stories.

Building No. 11, a Carriage House, was a one-story frame structure known to have 
been standing in 1844.

Building No. 12, a Dwelling House, was a 3-1/2-story frame structure, brick filled, 
enlarged from a two-story house between 1844 and 1857.

Building No. 13, a Dwelling House, was a 2-1/2-story frame structure, brick filled 
and rough cast, enlarged from a one-story house between 1844 and 1857.

Building No. 14, a Dwelling House, was a one-story frame structure, brick filled 
and rough cast, probably standing in 1834.

(continued)
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Building No. 15, a Dwelling House, was a 2-1/2-story stuccoed stone two-family resi
dence, approximately 48* by 24', erected by Edward Wager and standing in 1834.

Building No. 16, a Dwelling House, was a two-story stuccoed stone one-family resi
dence, approximately 28* by 20', erected by Edward Wager and standing in 1834.

Building No. 17, a Dwelling House, was a two-story brick residence probably standing 
in 1834.

Building No. 18, a Dwelling House, was a two-story brick house probably standing 
in 1834.

Building No. 19, a Dwelling House, was a two-story two-family brick residence 
probably standing in 1834.

Building No. 20, a Dwelling House, was a two-story brick residence probably standing 
in 1834.

Building No. 21, a Dwelling House, was a two-storylrick residence standing in 1848„

Building No. 22, a Dwelling House, was a two-story stone residence, approximately
18' by 48*, standing in 1834.

Building No. 23, a Dwelling House, was a small frame structure standing in 1834.

Building No. 24, a Dwelling House, was a 1-1/2-story frame structure standing in 1834.

Building No. 25, a Dwelling House, was probably a 1-1/2-story frame structure stand
ing in 1834.

Building No. 26, the Chopping Mill, was a 1-1/2-story frame building erected by Hugh 
Gllleece in 1840.

Building No. 27, a Dwelling House, was a two-story residence, probably brick, stand
ing in 1834.

Building No. 28, a Carriage House, was a one-story building, probably a frame 
carriage house, standing in 1834.

Building No. 29, a Dwelling House, was a two-story residence, probably brick, erect
ed between 1848 and 1857.

(continued)
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Building No. 30, a one-story frame structure, was probably a barn or storage shed.

Building No. 31, erected between 1848 and 1857, was a one-story frame building, 
probably a carriage house.

Building No. 32 was a two-story brick dwelling house, approximately 32' by 15', 
erected between 1848 and 1857.

Building No. 33 was a two-story brick dwelling house erected between 1846 and 1857.

Building No. 34 was a two-story brick dwelling house erected between 1848 and 1857.

Building No. 35 was a two-story brick dwelling house erected between 1848 and 1857.

Building No. 36 was a two-story brick dwelling house, approximately 44' by 24' by
13', erected between 1848 and 1857.

Building No; 37 was a one-story frame building, probably a dwelling, erected be
tween 1848 and 1857.

Building No. 38 was probably the schoolhouse for Free School District No. 22, which 
included the Island of Virginius ?ind Hall's and Throp's Islands. The 1-1/2-story 
frame building with ginderbread trim, built between 1848 and 1857, was used as a 
Federal hospital during the Civil War and was heavily damaged by 1865.

Building No. 39 was a brick carriage making shop built in 1857 for the carriage 
business of John and George Rohr. Its exact location is unknown.

The stone and timber dam across the Shenandoah and the stone river walls and lock 
gates, with the inner and outer basins thus formed, were constructed by the Harpers 
Ferry and Shenandoah Manufacturing Company in 1850. A wooden bridge approximately 
75' long, with two stone abutments and one stone pier, crossed the Shenandoah 
Canal from the mainland to the Island of Virginlus. It was reconstructed in 1974.

Prior to the Civil War the island was generally clear of trees, with only a few 
retained to shade the dwelling houses (see Photograph HF-490, 1857). Most dwellings 
had small yards with vegetable gardens enclosed by wood paling fences.

(continued)
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In November 1864, when the U.S. Military Railroad Corps rebuilt the destroyed Win
chester and Potomac Railroad from Harpers Ferry to Stephenson’s Depot, it constructed 
a 60’-by-20* frame mess house and a 44'-by-20' frame storehouse on Virginius.

The great flood of 1870 destroyed the iron foundry (Bldg. No. 1), Herr's old flour 
mill (Bldg. No. 2), the sawmill (Bldg. No. 3), the machine shop (Bldg. No. 4), the 
carriage making shop (Bldg. No. 39), and seven dwelling houses. The old cotton mill 
(Bldg. No. 6) was remodeled into a modern flour mill in 1867-69; this was badly 
damaged in the 1889 flood and ceased production. Herr's dam was destroyed by the 
flood of 1893, and the abandoned mill building was partially demolished in the 1920s. 
Its remaining walls and the last surviving residences on Virginius were finally 
destroyed by the great flood of 1936.

There are no extant standing structures on Virginius, but the foundation ruins of 
the major industrial structures are still largely visible and those of the lesser 
commercial and residential structures are probably present underground. Archeolo
gical investigations have revealed many remains, Including tools, and a second or 
south canal branching from the canal feeding the sawmill.

Armory Dwellings on South Bank of Shenandoah

Armory Dwelling No. 9, a two-story stone house built between 1818 and 1830, was 
located on the Loudoun bank of the Shenandoah River near the Shenandoah Bridge. 
During the 1850s it was rented by the Hillsborough and Harpers Ferry Turnpike 
Company as a toll house. It was in fair condition and vacant at the end of the 
Civil War. There are no visible remains.

Armory Dwelling No. 10, a one-story stone house erected in 1810, was located Just 
east of Armory Dwelling No. 9. Before the Civil War it was rented to an armorer. 
In 1865 it was in good condition and occupied free of rent by a Mrs. Stipes.
There are no visible remains.

Old Arsenal Square. Block A, Shenandoah Street

The Old Arsenal Square, Block A, Shenandoah Street, fronted 207'lO** on Shenandoah 
Street. Its east edge ran from that street along the Wager Ferry Lot Reservation 
184' to the Winchester and Potomac Railroad. The west boundary ran from Shenan
doah Street 146' to the railroad, 
length of 247'.

The south side bordered the railroad along its

(continued)
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Building No. 1, the Superintendent's Old Office, stood in the northeast corner of 
Old Arsenal Square. The one-story brick structure with slate roof, 28' by 21', was 
erected prior to 1832 as a dwelling house. It was converted to an office for the 
Armory superintendent in 1832 and served this function until 1848. In 1859 the 
building was being used by the Town of Harpers Ferry, under lease from the United 
States, as a town hall with offices for the mayor and town council. At the end of 
the Civil War it was in good condition and serving as a U.S. post office. Only 
portions of'the foundations now remain.

Building No. 2, the Small Arsenal, stood in the northwest corner of the square. 
Erected in 1806-07, it was a two-story brick building measuring 68' by 36' with 
cellar, two-foot-thick walls, floors supported by stone columns, a slate roof, 
and no chimneys. It was used for the storage of arms. Federal troops burned the 
building on the night of April 18, 1861, to keep its 15,000 stands of arms out of 
Confederate hands. Only the ruined brick walls stood in 1865, and only portions 
of the foundations now remain.

Building No. 3, the Large Arsenal, stood in the center of the square. Erected in 
1799-1800, it was a two-story brick building measuring 125' by 32' with arched 
windows, no cellar, and no chimneys. It was used for the storage of arms, but be
cause of its poor condition by 1859, only miscellaneous supplies were stored on the 
second floor. The first floor served to quarter the U.S. troops sent to guard the 
Armory as a result of the John Brown raid. Federal troops burned the building on 
the night of April 18, 1861, to deny it to the Confederates. After reroofing, the 
first floor was used by the Union Army in 1864-65 as a bakery supplying Sheridan's 
forces. Only portions of the foundations are now extant.

A high stone wall erected in 1825-26 ran along the east side of the square. A gate 
in this wall originally opened to Potomac Street through Lot No. 3 of the Wager 
Ferry Lot Reservation, but by 1844 a building stood on this lot and access inside 
the square was through the musket barrel fence erected along the north side in 1835. 
A high stone wall erected in 1856-57 separated the square from the Winchester and 
Pfltomac Railroad to the south, and a good paling fence ran from the rear of the 
Small Arsenal to the railroad along the west side of the square. In 1859 a new 
fence of brick piers and iron palings was constructed along the north or Shenandoah 
Street side. The grounds within were planted in grass and included six or seven 
shade trees. Underground pipes conveyed water from the U.S. Potomac Canal, in the 
Musket Factory yard, to Arsenal Square for fire protection.

(continued)



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY
.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................’■

RECEIVED jyL 2 8 1980

DATE ENTERED

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 19

In 1864-65 the U.S. Military Railroad Corps erected three one-story frame structures 
in Old Arsenal Square near the Superintendent's Old Office. These were a mess 
house, 62' by 21', with a 26' by 13' wing; a building 16' by 16', and a building 
18' by 16'.

In 1869 Block A was subdivided and sold to various citizens who pulled down the 
ruined walls of the arsenal buildings. By 1890 five brick and frame structures of 
up to three stories had been erected on the block, containing shops on the ground 
floors and living quarters above. In 1957-58 these structures, then ruined and 
abandoned, were demolished in the National Park Service's program of removing 
post-Civil War additions. Thereafter archeologists located foundations of the 
two arsenal buildings, the Old Superintendent's Office, and fences together with 
remains of destroyed muskets in the Small Arsenal basement.

The Musket Factory Fire Engine House, popularly known as "John Brown's Fort"
(Musket Factory Bldg, No. 1, Park Bldg. No. 63), was moved to the east side of 
Arsenal Square in 1968. It is a one-story brick building, 35-1/2' by 24', with 
slate roof, copper gutters and downspouts, and a wooden cupola for a fire bell. 
Designed by Maj. John Symington, Armory Superintendent, it was first erected 
across Shenandoah Street in the Musket Factory yard in 1847-48. It contained one 
room for two fire engines and a guard room for the night watchmen. John Brown 
seized and held this building during his raid of October 16-18, 1859. In 1865 
the building was in good condition and used as a Union gunpowder magazine. In 
1892 it was dismantled and reassembled for exhibit as "John Brown's Fort" at the 
Columbian Exhibition in Chicago. In 1895 it was returned to Harpers Ferry where, 
because its original site was unavailable, it was reassembled on Alexander Murphy's 
farm overlooking the Shenandoah River near Boliver Heights. It remained there as a 
museum until 1910, when the trustees of Storer College acquired it and moved it to 
the campus on Camp Hill. It continued as a museum on that site until 1960, when 
the college closed and its property was acquired by the National Park Service. By 
now somewhat diminished in integrity, the structure arrived at its present location 
in 1968, was restored in 1976-77, and awaits ultimate return to its or:fcginal site 
when that land is publicly acquired and regraded.

(continued)
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The Musket Factory, U.S. Armory

The Musket Factory of the U.S. Armory was located along the south bank of the Potomac 
River above its confluence with the Shenandoah. It originally comprised some 20 
buildings, of which only the following occupied land now Included within the autho
rized boundaries of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.

The Lumber House and Coal Bin (Historical Base Map Bldg. No. 10), at the west end 
of the Musket Factory yard, was designed by Maj. John Symington and erected c. 1848. 
The two-story building measuring 55'8" by 78* had a stone first story, a brick second 
story, and a slate roof. The first floor was used for coal storage and the second 
floor served for the storage of lumber. The second floor windows had wooden frames 
and blinds for air circulation. Confederate soldiers burned the structure on June 
14, 1861, and the ruined walls were leveled after 1884. Subsurface foundation re
mains may be present.

The Warehouse (Bldg. No. 12) was designed by Maj. Henry K. Craig and erected in 
1844-45 at the eastern end of the Musket Factory yard. The tww-story brick build
ing had stone foundations, a flagstone floor, and a slate roof and measured 93*6" 
by 30*10". It was used for the storage of iron, steel, and other supplies. Con
federate troops burned the building on June 14, 1861. After reroofing its walls 
in 1864, the Union Quartermaster and Commissary Departments used it as a warehouse 
through the rest of the war. The ruined walls were leveled between 1884 and 1886, 
but the stone foundations are still visible.

The Smith and Forging Shop (Bldg. No. 13), designed by Maj. John S3rmlngton, was a 
three-part building with overall dimensions of 280* by 35-1/2*. The forging shop, 
the west wing, and the center offices were built in 1845-46; the smith shop, the 
east wing, was added in 1847-48 next to the warehouse described above. The shops 
were brick on stone foundations with brick and flagstone floors, cast iron door 
and window frames, and sheet iron roofs. The one-story forging shop measured 122* 
by 35-1/2*, the one-story smith shop measured 121* by 35-1/2', and the two-story 
center measured 46* by 37*. In the middle of the back (riverside) wall of the 
center building was the main chimney stack, 90* high, 10 feet square at the base, 
and six feet square at the top. The stack was built upon a massive stone arch 
thrown across a tail race from the canal in the factory yard. In 1852 ventilators 
were Installed along the lengths of the roofs of the wings. Confederate troops 
burned the building dn June 14, 1861. The brick walls were reroofed so that the 
building could serve as a warehouse for the Quartermaster and Commissary Depart
ments of the Union Army during 1864-65. The walls were leveled between 1889 and

(continued)
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1896, but the stone foundations of about three-quarters of the building are still 
visible. The remainder of the site is outside the authorized park boundary and is 
now occupied by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Station at Harpers Ferry.

The Rolling Mill (Bldg. No. 18), designed by Maj. John Symington, was erected by 
Col Benjamin Huger and Maj. William H. Bell in 1852-55 over an outlet of the power 
canal at the west end of the Musket Factory yard. The 146'-by-45* one-story brick 
building was 16-1/2* high on stone foundations and had a flagstone floor, water 
wheels, cast iron door and window frames, and a slate roof. There were two stacks 
45* and 40* high. The Confederates burned the structure on June 14, 1861, but 
most of the machinery was left Intact. The building was reroofed and used as a 
pulp mill by the Savery Company after 1889. About three-fourths of the original 
length of the structure still stands, and it has most recently functioned as an 
electric power generating station.

In 1840-43 the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company erected a'massive stone wall 
along the Potomac River bank side of the Musket Factory yard. It was 1380* long,
15* high above the low water level, and 4-1/2* thick. It contained eight culverts 
for the tail races from the Armory workshops. The wall was built 20* out from a 
similar river wall built by the Armory in 18^7-39, which had also been constructed 
some 20* out from the previously existing shoreline and filled in behind. Portions 
of the second wall are still present. The railroad originally ran on an iron 
trestle above and behind this wall; it was moved Inland to its present alignment 
in 1892-93.

The Potomac Canal of the U.S. Armory carried water from the Armory*s Potomac Dam 
inland parallel to the south bank of the river to supply power to the Musket 
Factory shops. It was reconstructed and enlarged between 1830 and 1837, and be
tween 1854 and 1860 both sides from above the Rolling Mill down through the fac
tory yard were lined with cut stone walls six feet high and 4-1/2* thick. The lower 
portion of the canal from the Rolling Mill east was filled in and covered with a 
railroad slicing along much of its course in 1892-92. The upper portion from the 
dam to the Rolling Mill, a distance of about a mile, is intact and has functioned 
to power the electrical generators in the former mill. It is walled with dry-laid 
stone.

(continued)
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B & 0 Potomac River Bridee

Designed by Benjamin H. Latrobe, this bridge was constructed by the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company in 1835-37. Its two stone masonry abutments and six piers 
were erected by Charles Wilson; the wooden superstructure was built by Lewis Wern- 
wag. In 1841-42 a curved span or Y was added at the western end of 
carry the main line of the B & 0 up along the Potomac's south bank, 
original wooden straight leg of the Y, known as the Winchester Span 
ment with the Winchester and Potomac Railroad through Harpers Ferry 
was replaced with an iron truss span designed and erected by Wendel Bollman. The 
bridge then consisted of two stone abutments, six stone piers, seven wooden spans, 
and one iron span. From east to west, the spans measured 122.6', 76', 128.9', 
127', 126.6', 126.6', 130.6' (curved span), and 124' (iron span). All the wooden 
spans were covered with weatherboarded sides and tin roofing. Confederate troops 
demolished the superstructure on June 14, 1861. The stone abutments and piers are 
still present.

the bridge to 
In 1851 the 

for its allgn- 
to Winchester,

Wager Ferry Lot Reservation

The Wager Ferry Lot Reservation, privately owned by the Wager family, covered the 
strategic "Point" east of Old Arsenal Square and south of the Musket Factory 
property at the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. It was built up 
with commercial structures prior to the Civil War. The area north of Potomac 
Street and the old Winchester and Potomac right-of-way remains in private owner
ship. The portion of the reservation now within the park boundary contained 
the following structures:

The Gault House Saloon was located between the Winchester and Potomac Railroad 
tracks and the Shenandoah River opposite the end of Potomac Street. It consisted 
of two frame two-story houses constructed by John A. Gibson between 1841 and 1843. 
Each house fronted some 30' on the railroad and had its rear wall resting on the 
river wall about 20' back. A central chimney served both houses. In 1859 the 
property was owned by the estate of Gerard B. Wager, was leased to Carey Thompson, 
and was operated by George W. Chambers. The tavern was involved in the John Brown 
raid that October, as some of the Virginia militia did their best fighting and 
drinking from this building. The structure was burned by Federal troops on Feb
ruary 7, 1862, and there are no visible remains.

Wager Lot No. 2, on the southwest side of Potomac Street just north of the rail
road tracks, contained a three-story brick building constructed by Gerard B. Wager 
between 1837 and 1848. In 1859 the first floor contained the jewelry store of 
W. L. Wagner and the upper two floors were residential. The structure was burned

(continued)
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by Federal troops on February 7, 1862, and there are no visible remains.

Wager Lot No. 3, vacant in 1836, contained a 1-1/2-story frame house erected between 
that date and 1844. In 1859 the property was owned by the estate of Gerard B. Wager 
and occupied by Joseph E. Brady, who operated a barber shop there. The building was 
burned by Union soldiers on February 7, 1862, and there are no visible remains.

Wager Lot No. 4 contained a stone building erected before 1830 that fronted on Po
tomac Street approximately 55' and was about 20' deep. Owned by the estate of 
Gerard B. Wager in 1859, the building then had its first floor rented by Solomon 
V. Yantis for his "Sign of the Indian Girl" tobacco shop and its second floor used 
for living quarters. Federal soldiers burned the building on February 7, 1862, and 
there are no visible remains.

Wager Lot No. 5, on the corner of Potomac and Shenandoah streets, contained a large 
3-1/2-story brick building erected by Samuel Gibson in 1834. The structure fronted 
approximately 60' on Potomac Street and extended about 20' on Shenandoah Street. 
Owned in 1859 by W. J. Stephens, the building then contained his clothing store 
and the hat, cap, boot, and shoe store of Moore and Boteler. Stephens resided on 
the upper floors. Union troops burned the building on February 7, 1862, and there 
are no visible remains.

Subsurface remains of the foregoing Wager Ferry Lot structures are probably present.

Wager Six Acre Reservation Business District—North Side Shenandoah Street

The Wager Six Acre Reservation, privately owned by the Wager family, covered a 
major portion of the lower town of Harpers Ferry north of Shenandoah Street and 
west of Potomac Street. Ten commercial buildings in this tract fronted Shenandokh 
Street between Potomac and High streets and west of High Street by the time of the 
Givil War. An Inventory of these and annexed structures follows, from Potomac 
Street westward.

Wager Lot No. 14 contained a 3-1/2-story brick building with cellar and slate 
roof erected by Michael Foley in 1837-38 (Park Bldg. No. 9). It fronted 29-1/4' 
on Shenandoah Street and was 40' deep along Potomac Street. The first floor con
tained a store and the upper floors were used for living quarters. In 1841-42 
John O'Hara erected a 2-1/2-story brick annex at the rear (Park Bldg. No. 8). 
Measuring 16' wide by 29' long, this addition had a roof with two dormers pitching 
steeply to the west and a two-story frame porch on the west. It probably contained

(continued)
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a kitchen and pantry and bedrooms on the upper floors. The house was probably oc
cupied in 1859 as the dry goods store and residence of John G. Ridenour. The 
National Park Service reconstructed Buildings 9 and 8 to their antebellum exterior 
appearance in 1978-79. A store front of cast iron, wood, and stamped sheet metal 
added to the first floor of Building 9 shortly before 1896 was removed to recon
struct the original store front.

Wager Lot No. 15, Subdivision No. 3, contained two adjoining brick buildings erected 
by Philip Coons in 1846-47. That fronting Shenandoah Street (Park Bldg. No. 10) had 
2-1/2 stories, a cellar, and a slate roof. It fronted 28’2" on Shenandoah Street 
and was 40'10*' deep. A large covered two-story frame porch and two dormer windows 
faced the street, and a large glass skylight was on the opposite (north) side of the 
roof. In 1859 the first floor was occupied by Nlsan Frank's ready-made clothing 
store. Attached at the rear was a two-story structure, 25' wide and 36-1/2' deep, 
with a slate roof and no cellar (Park Bldg. No. lOA). The west wall contained two 
chimneys each serving two fireplaces. The first floor was probably used as a ware
house or counting room in connection with the store in the main building. The 
second floor probably contained a kitchen, pantry, and extra space for the dwelling 
portion of the main building. In 1859 the upper floors of both buildings were oc
cupied as a boardinghouse operated by Fanny J. Butter. After the Civil War a 
third story and attic were added to the main building, its front porch was removed, 
and its first floor store windows were enlarged. In 1978-79 the National Park 
Service reconstructed the exteriors of the buildings to their antebellum appearance.

Wager Lot No. 15, Subdivision No. 2, contained a 3-1/2-story brick building with 
cellar and slate roof erected by William Anderson and Ann C. Stephenson in 1838-39. 
It fronted 32* on Shenandoah Street and was 40*10" deep. An iron balcony ran along 
the street front at the second floor level of this structure (Park Bldg. No. 11).
A two-story brick wing, 19*5" by 32*11" with slate roof, was added to the rear by 
William Anderson between 1840 and 1845 (Park Bldg. No. IIA) . The first floor of 
the main building contained a store, with a small kitchen and cold storage room in 
the addition. The upper floors of the main building included nine rooms, six with 
fireplaces, and a pantry. The second floor of the wing contained a kitchen and 
pantry designed for use in conjunction with the dwelling portion of the main build
ing. The buildings were occupied as the dry goods store and residence of Charles 
Johnson in 1859. The upper floors of the main building, were damaged during the 
Civil War, after which Daniel Ames, the new owner, added a full story in place of 
the original half floor. Around the turn of the century a new storefront with 
large windows was added and the interior was converted to lodging rooms and apart
ments. In 1971 the National Park Service removed the fourth floor, and in 1978-79 
it completed exterior restoration of the building to its antebellum configuration.

(continued)
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Wager Lot No. 15, Subdivision No. 1, contained a 3-1/2-story brick building with cel
lar and slate roof erected by William Anderson and Ann C. Stephenson in 1838-39 
(Park Bldg. No. 12). It fronted 28* on Shenandoah Street, having an iron balcony at 
the second floor level, and extended back 40*10" along High Street. The first floor 
contained a store; the living quarters above probably contained nine rooms, six with 
fireplaces, and a pantry. Between 1840 and 1845 Ann Stephenson added a two-story 
brick wing with cellar fronting on High Street at the rear (Park Bldg. No. 12A).
The addition ran 28*8** on High Street and extended back 23*7**. The first floor may 
have originally contained a small shop and the second floor a kitchen and pantry.
In 1859 the main building was occupied as the dry goods store and residence of 
George W. Taylor; Ann Stephenson then resided in the wing or part of the main build
ing. Around the turn of the century large store display windows and a corner door 
were added to the first story of the main building. In 1978-79 the National Park 
Service reversed these modifications in restoring the building exteriors to their 
antebellum appearance.

Wager Lot. No. 51, on the northwest corner of Shenandoah and High streets, contained 
a 2-1/2-story brick building with cellir and slate roof erected by William and 
Samuel B. Anderson in 1832. The building fronted 43* on Shenandoah Street add was 
35* deep along High Street, A two-story brick annex about 14* by 12* was added to 
the rear between 1840 and 1845. The first floor of the main building contained a 
large store and the upper floors included nine rooms, four with fireplaces. The 
annex contained a kitchen and meat house. In 1859 the property was owned by Noah H. 
Swayne and occupied as the dry goods store and residence of Fayette J. Conrad. In 
1894 the building contained a grocery store. It was demolished c. 1921 for the con
struction of a gasoline station on the lot. The station was removed prior to 1954, 
and the lot remains vacant.

Wager Lot No. 50 contains a 2-1/2-story stone building with no cellar and a wood 
shingle roof constructed in 1844 (Park Bldg. No. 38). It fronts 41*9" on Shenandoah 
Street and is 30* deep. A two-story frame porch extends across the rear. A four- 
foot-wide alley in the center of the first floor led through the building to the 
rear.* The divided first floor contained two shops, and the upper floors had two 
sets of living quarters with six rooms each. In 1859 the west half was occupied 
as the butcher and grocery store and residence of Michael Tearney. The living 
quarters over the other shop were then occupied by Bernhard Hirsh, who operated a 
store on Wager Lot No. 49. A small two-story stone structure about 14* by 16* was 
erected in the rear between 1844 and 1861 CPark Bldg. No. 39). It may have served 
as a warehouse for the stores or as a kitchen and smoke house for the residences 
in the main building. It now houses electrical transformers. The exteriors of 
both buildings are little altered.

Now blocked on facade by window with stone infill below. (continued)
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Recent archeological investigations on Wager Lot No. 50 have revealed the foundations 
of an 18th century structure, possible a stable, within Park Bldg. 38. These early 
remains are currently exposed for interpretation to the public.

Wager Lot No. 49 contained a two-story stone building erected by Daniel A. Weed in 
1814 (Park Bldg. No. 40). The building, which fronted 32'8" on Shenandoah Street 
and was 34*4" deep, had a cellar, a wood-shingled gable roof, and a large two-story 
frame porch extending out over the sidewalk. The first floor contained a large store 
and the second floor three rooms used as living quarters. In 1859 Philip Frankel & 
Company's Ready-Made Clothing Store occupied the first floor while William Richards, 
owner of the property, lived above. During the Civil War the building was burned 
out and its gable roof and front porch were destroyed. After the war it was rebuilt 
with brick second and third stories and a flat roof. Around 1900 larger display 
windows were installed on the ground floor. The building currently exists in its 
modified form.

Wager Lot No. 48 originally contained a two-story stone building with wood-shin^led 
gable roof probably erected by John Wager, Jr., between 1803 and 1813. It fronted 
about 37* on Shenandoah Street and was 17* deep. The first floor contained one 
store and the second floor contained living quarters. Between 1835 and 1861 a two- 
story addition approximately 12* square was constructed on the east end of the 
building, extending it across the entire front of the lot. In 1859 the building 
probably contained David Whip's tailor shop or John Legg's shoemaker shop. Between 
1865 and 1894 the building was demolished. In 1898-99 much rock was blasted from 
the high cliff at the rear of the lot to provide space for the erection of a large 
three-story stone department store (Park Bldg. No. 41). This and another later 
structure (Park Bldg. No. 42) were demolished by the National Park Service in 1957. 
Removal of the department store revealed the still-present ghosts of the c. 1813 
building on the side walls of flanking Park Bldgs. 40 and 43. The lot remains 
vacant.

Wager Lot No. 47 contains a 3-1/2-story stone building constructed by Nicholas 
Marmlon and Martin Graco in 1845. Fronting 40' on Shenandoah Street and measuring 
31'4" deep, the building has no cellar, a large three-story covered frame porch 
across its facade, and a slate gabled roof with four front dormers. It was original
ly divided by a central brick wall running on the lot subdivision line; each half 
contained a store on the ground floor and living quarters above. In 1859 Nicholas 
Marmion owned the west half, the heirs of Frances McCabe owned the east half, and 
James McGraw operated a grocery and liquor store and a fish market in the first 
floor stores. A 2-1/2-story stone annex behind the west half probably

(continued)
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contained kitchens and pantrys for the main building. A fire gutted the east half 
of the building in 1949, by which date the front porch had disappeared. The interi
or brick party wall collapsed following severe weather in 1960, which so damaged 
the front wall that it had to be taken down and rebuilt. In 1973 new doors, sash, 
and frames of antebellum design were installed, and in 1975-76 the front porch was 
reconstructed, largely restoring the exterior to its antebellum appearance. The 
interior is wholly undivided. CPark Bldg. No. 43)

Wager Lot No. 46 contains what was originally a two-story stone house fronting 38' 
on Shenandoah Street and measuring 32' deep (Park Bldg. No. 44), erected by Philip 
Coons in 1845-46. There was no cellar; the first floor was divided by a brick par
tition into two stores; the second floor contained five rooms and was designed for 
use as a dwelling. In 1845-46 a stone third floor and a slate roof were added by 
the Masonic Order of Harpers Ferry. A wooden exterior stair at the west end pro
vided access to the third floor, which contained a large meeting room and a smaller 
room. In 1859 one of the stores (probably that on the west) and the second floor 
quarters were occupied by John N. Stonebraker as his bakery and residence. The 
other shop, vacant that October, had previously been occupied by William Newton's 
grocery and butcher shop. The third floor housed the Masonic Hall of Charity 
Lodge No. 111. William Richards, owner and resident of Wager Lot 49, then owned 
the property. The National Park Service has restored the exterior of the building 
to its 1859-65 appearance while adapting the interior to contemporary uses.

Wager Lot No. 46 occupies the southwest corner of the Wager Six Acre Reservation. 
Adjoining it on the west is U.S. Lot No. 1, Shenandoah Street, fcontaining Park 
Bldg. No. 45 (see page 12 above).

Wager Six Acre Reservation—High and Potomac Streets

The following inventory proceeds north on the west side of Potomac Street to 
Swayne Street; thence south on the east side of High Street; thence north on the 
west side of High Street to Marmlon Way. Included are those park properties on 
Potomac and High streets north (or northwest) of those discussed above in connec
tion with Shenandoah Street.

Wager Lot No. 15, Subdivisions No. 2 and 4, originally contained a one-story stone 
building measuring 24' by 40' with cellar and slate roof, erected by William Ander
son in 1838-39, Between 1847 and 1852 Frederick A. Boeder added a second stone 
story. In 1856 the front part of the building was removed for the widening of 
Potomac Street, reducing its depth to 20'. The street facade was rebuilt with 
brick for the second story and gable end. The first floor was a tavern called 
"White Hall" for most of the years from 1848 to 1953. In 1859 John Fitzpatrick,

(continued)
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a stonecutter, probably occupied the residential quarters on the second floor. In 
1861-62 the structure Cnow Park Rldg. No. 7) was used by the Union Army as a stable.

The eastern part of Wager Lot No. 16 facing Potomac Street contains a two-story 
building constructed by Frederick A. Roeder in 1856-57 (Park Bldg. No. 5) to replace 
the space lost when his building next door (Park Bldg. No. 7) was shortened. In 
dimensions and materials, the structure was a near-twin of its truncated neighbor.
It had no cellar, however, and by 1861 a two-story brick wing with a slate-covered 
shed roof, 12'7" by 13', was added to its rear. The building was variously used as 
a tavern, store, and warehouse, and was also occupied by the Union Army as a stable 
in 1861-62. Bldgs. 5 and 7 stand today in essentially their Civil War configura
tions .

The western part of Wager Lot No. 16 facing High Street contains what was original
ly a two-story stone structure, fronting 22' on High Street and measuring about 
17-1/2' deep, built by Frederick A. Roeder in 1844 (Park Bldg. No. 16). Because 
of the sloping terrain, the first story was above ground at the rear but below 
grade on High Street, so that an areaway on that elevation provided direct access 
to the second floor. In 1848-49 Roeder extended the building with a stone addition 
about 13' to the north (or northwest), bringing the structure to its present plan 
dimensions of about 35' by 17-1/2'. The rubble stone walls were pargeted. In 1856- 
57 a brick story-and-a-half was built atop the existing stone walls. An ornamental 
cast iron balcony was instqiled across the High Street facade at the juncture of 
the stone and brick, and a covered two-story frame porch extended across the rear. 
Before 1859 a two-story brick structure, about 14' by 11', was erected at the outer 
edge of the rear porch on the south side of the lot (Park Bldg. No. 16A). The main 
building was the residence and probably the shop of Roeder, a confectioner, from 
1845 to 1861. It housed troops during the Civil War and continued in residential 
use until 1953. Its exterior has been largely restored to its Civil War appearance.

The western part of Wager Lot No. 15, Subdivision 4, facing High Street contains a 
2-1/2-story stone structure erected by William Anderson in 1838-39 (Park Bldg. No. 
15). The building fronts 24' on High Street and measures 40'8" deep. The full 
basement beneath is wholly above grade at the rear. Projecting from the east edd 
of the south elevation is a 1-1/2-story stone wing, which is the remaining two- 
thirds of an earlier structure on the site possibly dating from 1803. Construction 
of the 1838-39 building caused destruction of the western third of this structure 
and conversion of the remainder to a kitchen wing of the new building, measuring 
about 15' square. A frame second story and attic was added to the wing probably 
in the decade after the Civil War, Between 1894 and 1907 a two-story covered

(continued)
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frame porch and enclosed stairway was built along the south elevation abutting the 
raised kitchen wing. At approximately the same time a storefront with larger dis
play windows and a covered one-story porch were added to the High Street facade.
For most of the period 1839-1952 thh building contained a small shop in the first 
floor room on High Street and dwelling rooms rented to one or more families. The 
National Park Service has removed the frame porches and addition atop the kitchen 
wing while retaining the turn-of-the-century storefront. (The building is commonly 
known as the Susan Downey House for its ownership by Mrs. Downey and her heir from 
1846 to 1868.)

The northwestern corner of Wager Lot No. 15, Subdivision 1, contained a one-story 
frame building on a low brick foundation erected by Alfred Burton in 1857. The 
one-room building, occupied by Burton's jewelry store, fronted 11'10" on High Street 
and was 20'5" deep. The National Park Service disassembled and stored the facade 
and side elements of the little-altered structure in 1956 to preserve it while 
restoration work proceeded on neighboring buildings. Its ultimate reassembly is 
planned. (Park Bldg. No. 14)

To the right of Burton's store on the same lot subdivision was another one-story 
frame shop probably erected in 1850 by Ann C. Stephenson. It fronted 21' on High 
Street and was about 15' deep. In 1859 it contained either a shoemaker's shop or 
a small grocery store. Between 1886 and 1890 it was completely rebuilt. In 1956 
the National Park Service demolished the rebuilt structure (Park Bldg. No. 13). 
Foundation remains are present onsite.

Wager Lot No. 52, on the west side of High Street one lot up from the corner of 
Shenandoah Street, contains a two-story stone building probably constructed by 
John Wager, Jr., between 1803 and 1813 (Park Bldg. No. 37). The building original
ly had a wood-shingled gable roof , fronted 29'4" on High Street, and was about 18' 
deep. The first floor contained one store and the second floor contained living 
quarters. By 1844 a small frame 1-1/2-story kitchen, approximately 22' by 15', 
projected from the north part of the rear elevation at its second floor level, as 
the building backed against a hill. In 1859 the building was occupied by John T. 
Rleley as his boot and shoe making shop and residence. About 1900 the front wall 
was advanced about eight or nine feet to the edge of the sidewalk. The gable roof 
was then replaced by a flat roof pitched slightly rearward behind a straight 
bracketed cornice across the top of the facade. The new front wall contained 
larger store display windows, and the first floor was lowered about four feet to 
match the level of the sidewalk. The kitchen wing was removed. The building 
remains as modified.

(continued)
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Wager Lot No. 53B, on the north side of the stone steps across from Lot 52, contained 
a one-story frame house erected by William Mhore between 1845 and 1848. It fronted 
about 19' on High Street and measured about 18' deep. The building was demolished 
prior to 1954, and the lot is now vacant.

Wager Lot No. 53A originally contained a 3-1/2-story stone building erected by 
Samuel M. Williams about 1849. The structure fronted about 28' on High Street and 
was about 20' deep, with an areaway about nine feet wide between the rear wall and 
the cliff behind. The exterior walls of the first two stories were pargeted. The 
building was demolished prior to 1900. Adjoining Wager Lot No. 54B originally con
tained a 3-1/2-story brick building erected by Michael Doran in 1849. This build
ing fronted about 20' on High Street and was about 21' deep, with a one-story porch 
at the rear. It was demolished between 1894 and 1900. Between these dates the 
existing three-story brick building on Lots 53A and 54B was constructed. It fronts 
41' on High Street and abuts the cliff at the rear of the lot some 33' back. The 
facade has two storefronts, segmental-arched windows above, and a brick dentil cor
nice at the edge of a nearly flat roof. The third floor opens to a terrace on the 
cliff at the rear. The first floor is currently used for storage and the upper 
floors for living quarters. (Park Bldg. No. 3)

Wager Lot No. 54A originally contained a 3-1/2-story brick building with gable roof 
erected by George W. Cutshaw in 1839. The building fronted approximately 21' on 
High Street and was about 20' deep. The first floor contained Cutshaw's tailor 
shop and the upper floors his living quarters. By 1893 this structure had been 
demolished and replaced by a two-story frame building that fronted 19' on High 
Street and was 23' deep. The National Park Service demolished this Park Bldg. No.
2 in 1956. Only the ruins of fireplaces in the rear wall of the first house, built 
up against the face of the cliff, are now visible on the lot.

Wager Lot No. 55A contained a three-story brick building erected by John A. Gibson 
in 1848. The structure fronted 22' on High Street and was about 28' deep. Until 
1856 it was an oyster house and tavern known as the Green House. In 1859 it was 
apparently rented as a dwelling by William Small, a carpenter, and James Wlgginton, 
a laborer. It was demolished in the 1930s, and the lot remains vacant.

Wager Lot No. 55B contained a three-story stone building probably erected by the 
Wager family prior to 1835. The structure fronted about 32' on High Street and 
was about 22' deep. It was in ruins in the 1920s and was demolished prior to 1954.

(continued)
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Wager Lot No. 56A originally contained a 3-1/2-story brick building with gable roof 
erected by Abraham Fleming in 1841. The structure was about 20' square in plan.
The first floor contained two shop rooms and the upper floors were residential. In 
1859 the building was probably the saddle and harness making shop and home of John 
Whip. A two-story brick wing with gable roof about 10' wide and 20' deep extended 
from the north side of the main building. The entire structure was demolished be
tween 1886 and 1894 and was replaced by a long two-story frame building containing 
a stove store. The latter structure disappeared in the 1930s, and only traces of 
fireplaces in the rear wall of the original building, set against the cliff, are 
now visible.

Wager Lot No. 56B contained a 2-1/2-story brick building with gable roof probably 
erected by Gerard B. Wager between 1842 and 1848. The structure fronted approxi
mately 36' on High Street and was 18' deep. A two-story frame porch extended 
across the facade. In 1859 the building was owned by Wager's estate and was 
probably occupied by John McCall. In the 1930s ruins of the then-abandoned build
ing were still standing, but they were demolished prior to 1954. Only traces of 
the rear wall, located against the cliff, are now visible.

Wager Lot No. 56C contained a three-story brick and stone structure with gable roof 
probably erected by Gerard B. Wager between 1843 and 1848. The building fronted 
30' on High Street and was 17' deep at its south end and 12' deep at its north end. 
A two-story porch ran across the facade, and a two-story, two-bay-wlde stone wing 
extended to the north. In 1859 the property was owned by the estate of Gerard 
Wager and occupied by Thomas Boerly as his residence and tavern. The wing was in 
ruins by 1870 and the main structure was ruinous by the 1930s. The whole was de
molished prior to 1954, and only traces of the rear walls against the cliff are 
now visible.

Wager Six Acre Reservation—Marmion Wav

Marmlon Way, on the hill west of lower High Street, provides access to the follow
ing park properties;

Wager Lot No. 44 contains three abutting structures on the east side cCMarmion 
Way. The southernmost (Park Bldg. No. IB, Marmion Hall), measuring 45' by 35', is 
a 2-1/2-story pargeted brick building with wood-shingled gable roof erected by 
James B. Wager in 1832-33. The full basement is above grade on the east front.
The north four of the five bays on that side are recessed, and a tiered frame 
porch (reconstructed in 1957) fills the recess. The door on the west front is

(continued)
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at the southernmost of the five bays. Two end chimneys and an internal one pierce 
the ridge, and each side of the roof contains three dormers. The building was 
owned and occupied by Dr. Nicholas Marmlon in 1859 and has been restored to its 
external appearance at that time. The central structure (Park Bldg. No. 1C, the 
Second Marmion Tenant House) is a stone house of 2-1/2-storles erected before 1848. 
A basement and cellar are exposed at the rear. This building was built in two 
parts, that on the south three bays wide and that on the north two bays wide, each 
with its own doorways. It has two interior chimneys and three dormers on each 
side of the roof. The house measures 39*5" long, 20* wide at the north end, and 
25*3" wide at the south end. The northernmost (Park Bldg. No. ID, the First Mar
mlon Tenant House) structure, also erected before 1848, aligns with its neighbor 
in height front and rear. Its walls are stone up to the top story, which is brick. 
It measures 44*5" long, 20* wide at the south end, and 15*3" wide at the north end. 
It has two entrances on each facade and chimneys at each end of its gable roof.
The latter two buildings were owned and rented out by Nicholas Marmion in 1859, the 
period to which their exteriors have been restored. On the western portion of Lot 
44 across Marmion Way was a stone and frame stable (not extant) and a vegetable 
garden with stone retaining walls, first developed by James B. Wager in 1832-33.
An icehouse built into.,the hill at the west edge, of this open area remains.

Wager Lot No. 45 contains a 2-1/2-story stone building erected by Robert Harper as 
a tavern in 1775-82 and remodeled by James B. Wager in 1832-33 (Park Bldg. No. lA, 
the Harper House). Its underlying stone basement and cellar are above grade on 
the east side of the structure, which measures 35* by 25*. An open frame porch on 
columns projects from the east side above the cellar level, and a large two-story 
frame porch covered by the structure*s roof forms the south end of the house. A 
bridge from the second floor of the latter porch crosses Marmion Way to the garden 
area on the western portion of the lot, first developed by James Wager in 1832-33. 
The stone structure is three bays wide and has two dormers on each side of its 
wood-shingled gable roof. The Harper House is the oldest standing building in 
Harpers Ferry. Until 1803 it was a tavern, where Thomas Jefferson probably stayed 
when he visited the town in October 1783 and George Washington stayed in 1785.
From 1803 to 1836 it was the residence of the powerful Wager family, which held 
a monopoly of all privately owned land in the town from: 1782 to 1836. From 1832 
to about 1847 it and the adjacent Marmion Hall formed a unit; in 1847 they were 
subdivided to form two separate dwellings. In 1859 the Harper House was owned 
by Noah H. Swayne and rented as a tenement to two or three families. In 1957-61 
the National Park Service restored both the exterior and Interior to their 1859-65 
appearance, which required reconstruction of the porches. The building is current
ly open as a furnished historic house exhibit.

(continued)
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Camp Hill

Camp Hill is the high ground north of the Virginlus and Hall islands and west of 
the lower town of Harpers Ferry described above. The following features here are 
(or were) located within the authorized park boundaries:

Armory Dwelling No. 21, a two-story brick house erected between 1810 and 1834, 
stood in the middle of the platted South Cliff Street about 145' west of the 
Wager Six Acre Reservation and about 17' south of St. John's Protestant Episcopal 
Church (see page 13 above). It was rented to an armorer in 1859 but was deteriorat
ed and vacant at the close of the Civil War. It was demolished by 1869, and there 
are no visible remains.

Armory Dwelling No. 33 was located "on Bluff near Grave Yard," probably placing it 
just east of Harper's Graveyard, although the exact location is unknown. It was a 
one-story frame building and was rented to an armarer in 1859. It was demolished 
by Union troops for fuel during the Civil War.

Jefferson's Rock is a huge slab of shale resting in a balanced position on the 
cliff in the unbuilt South Cliff Street south of Harper's Graveyard. From here 
on October 25, 1783, Thomas Jefferson viewed the Harpers Ferry water gap and 
formed the dramatic Impression of it recounted in his Notes on Virginia. The rock 
was identified as "Jefferson's Rock" on an 1803 map of Harpers Ferry. About 1858 
four carved red sandstone pillars were placed under the corners of the rock to 
stabilize it. This was probably done by Edward Tearney, a Harpers Ferry stone
cutter, under orders of Armory Superintendent Henry W. Clowe. The stabilized rock 
appears today as it did then.

Armory Dwelling No. 32, first the Armory Paymaster's quarters and later Lockwood 
House of Storer College, is at the crest of Camp Hill south of Fillmore Street and 
west of Harper's Graveyard. From 1819 to 1840 this lot contained the residence of 
Capt. John H. Hall, the rifle manufacturer. In 1847-48 the present building was 
constructed to the design of Maj. John Symington as a one-story brick house over 
a full stone basement, 56'4" by 39'9", with a tin roof. A second story of brick 
with a slate-covered hip roof was added in 1856-57, at which time a large two- 
story columned porch was built on the west elevation and a smaller one-story porch 
was added to the front or east elevation. A one-story 18'-by-20' brick storeroom 
and a large cistern were built north of the house in 1848. A rough-cast stable 
erected by John Hall in 1827 stood at a greater distance west of the house.* The 
grounds were extensively landscaped by Hall before 1840; they consisted of two 
acres enclosed by an eight-foot wood paling fence containing an orchard, grape
*n

There are no extant outbuildings. (continued)
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vines, gardens, and paved walks. Armory Paymaster Edward Lucas, Jr., lived here 
from 1848 until his death in 1858, whereupon Paymaster Dennis Murphy occupied the 
property until 1861. In August 1864 Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan made the house 
his headquarters. In late 1865 Rev. N.C. Erackett, representing the U.S. Freed- 
men's Bureau, established a school in the house for 19 recently freed black child
ren. In 1868 the Government transferred the building to Brackett for educational 
purposes, and West Virginia granted the charter establishing Storer College here.
The building was part of the college until 1955. In 1883 the college added a man
sard third story to what was now known as Lockwood House. The National Park Service 
removed this story in 1965-66 and restored the exterior of the house to its 1860s 
appearance. The two first floor rooms adjacent to the west porch have also been 
restored to reflect the origins of Storer College. (Park Bldg. No. 56)

Armory Dwelling No. 31, first the Armory Superintendent's Clerk's quarters and later 
Brackett House of Storer College, is on the south side of Fillmore Street west of 
Armory Dwelling No. 32. It was designed by Superintendent Henry W. Clowe and erect
ed in 1856-57. The main house is a two-story brick building with slate roof measur
ing 39'9" by 33'2". At the rear or south side is a two-story brick wing measuring 
23' by 18'8". One-story frame porches were built on the front of the main house 
and the east side of the wing. Archibald M. Kltzmiller, the Superintendent's clerk, 
occupied the house from 1858 to 1861. In July 1865 the house was in bad condition 
(like Armory Dwelling 32) and was serving as a U.S. Sanitary Commission headquarters. 
It was subsequently transferred to Storer College, which occupied it until 1955. 
Alterations include a two-story covered frame porch on the east front*and the re
moval of a rear porch and the substitution of a kitchen addition. The building 
is currently unrestored and used for offices. (Park Bldg. No. 57)

Armory Dwelling No. 30, first the Armory Paymaster's Clerk's quarters and later 
Morrell House of Storer College, is on the south side of Fillmore Street west of 
Armory Dwelling No. 31. Its original plan was identldal to that of the latter 
building and it was constructed simultaneously. In July 1865 it was in bad condi
tion and was being used by the Union Army. It was transferred with the other build
ings to Storer College, which enlarged it for industrial afts education and used it 
as an inn during the summers. In the late 1960s the National Park Service recon
structed the original porches. The structure is now used for park offices.

Armory Dwelling No. 25, first the Armory Superintendent's quarters and later 
Anthony Hall of Storer College, is on the western crest of Camp Hill south of 
Fillmore Street. The original building was designed by Maj. John S3nnington and 
erected in 1847-48 at a cost of more than $21,700. It was a large two-story brick 
house over an elevated basement with a two-story wing on the north joined to the
* (continued)
Removed after 1975
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main block by a passageway. The roofs were hipped and covered with slate. Four 
chimneys on the main block and one on the wing served ten fireplaces with marble 
mantles. In 1851 a brick storehouse about 16' by 20' was erected north of the 
house. Trees were planted on the grounds, the roads around were graveled, and a 
garden with walks and interior fences was developed. West of the house in 1859 
were a brick stable and four acres of pasture enclosed with an eight-foot-high 
paling fence. Until 1861 the house was occupied by the superintendents of the 
Armory. In 1864 it was headquarters for Brig. Gen. Max Weber, then commanding 
the Harpers Ferry defenses. By July 1865 many of the mantles and much woodwork 
had been removed and the building, then used as Union officers' quarters, was in 
bad condition. After the war the building was transferred to Storer College, 
which occupied it until 1955. In 1881 the college demolished the north wing and 
Incorporated the main house as the south wing of the extant Anthony Hall (Park Bldg. 
No. 59), which contains a large pedlmented central section and a north wing balanc
ing the south. The building was badly damaged by fire and repaired in 1927-28. In 
1963 the National Park Service made extensive interior alterations and built new 
porticos on the east elevations of the wings and a flagstone terrace on the east 
side of the central section. In the late 1960s an underground bomb shelter was 
added north of the north wing and connected to it. Now known as Conrad L. Wirth 
Hall, the building contains classrooms and offices of the Service's Mather Train
ing Center.

Permella Eastman Cook Hall (Park Bldg. No. 61) is a three-story stone building 
with pedlmented central pavilion erected on the southern crest of Camp Hill south 
of Anthony Hall in 1940. It was a home economics and dormitory building for 
Storer College. The National Park Service renovated it in 1962-63 as a dormitory 
for the Mather Training Center.

The Lewis W. Anthony Industrial Building (Park Bldg. No. 64) is a rubble stone 
structure with gable roof constructed in 1903 on the hillside southwest of Anthony 
Hall. One story is above grade on the east and two stories are exposed on the 
west. The overhanging eaves at the gable ends are decorated with brackets and 
wood trim at the apex. The building originally housed a carpenter shop, storage 
rooms, and offices for Storer College. In 1953 the college added a two-story 
concrete block stack section to the west side and converted the building to a 
library. The building has continued in this function since its acquisition by 
the National Park Service in 1962.

The Bird-Brady House (Park Bldg. No. 69) was erected during the last quarter of 
the 19th century on the brow of Camp Hill south of the Anthony Industrial

(continued)
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Building. A stone basement above grade at the rear carries two stuccoed frame 
stories and a hipped roof. Built as a gtorer College faculty residence, it is 
the only such structure remaining on the campus. The interior has been rehabili
tated for National Park Service offices.

The Curtis Freewill Baptist Church (Park Bldg. No. 75)vas erected in 1892 on the 
west side of Jackson Street between Fillmore and Washington streets. It has a 
stone basement, a brick main story, and a crenelated square brick tower at the 
east end of the south elevation containing the entrance doors. It was named for 
Rev. Silas P. Curtis of New Hampshire, a Storer College founder, and served the 
college until 1955. The basement has been refurbished.

Streets, Sidewalks, and Ground Cover—Town of Harpers Ferry

The three oldest streets in Harpers Ferry are Shenandoah Street, Potomac Street 
(in the Wager Ferry Lot Reservation section), and High or Washington Street. 
Shenandoah Street and the oldest portion of Potomac Street were macadamized as 
early as 1834 and the sidewalks in these sections were paved with flagstone. The 
remaining portion of Potomac or North Cliff Street, running northwest from Wager 
Lot No. 14 along the south side of the Musket Factory, was laid out by the United 
States between 1848 and 1857. Wager Lot No. 17, between Lots 16 and 18 in the Wager 
Six Acre Reservation, was acquired by the United States in 1856 and became Swayne 
Street.

All other streets in the upper town of Harpers Ferry were laid out by the United 
States in 1852 in accordance with a plan conceived and developed by Maj. John 
Symington, Superintendent of the Armory. They were named that year by the twwn 
officials in cooperation with the United States. In 1856-57 the United States 
spent $5,650 in grading and widening High or Washington Street from Shenandoah 
Street to the Lutheran Church on Camp Hill. Fillmore Street was greatly improved 
by cutting and filling, and McDowell, Gilmore, Columbia, and Lancaster streets 
were opened and graded for the first time by the United States in 1856-57. Prior 
to the Civil War all Harpers Ferry streets except for Shenandoah Street and the 
Ferry Lot section of Potomac Street were unpaved, and many of the side streets 
were little more than lanes.

There were relatively few trees in Harpers Ferry before the Civil War, other than 
those retained to shade individual dwellings. Numerous trees stood in the area of 
Harper's Graveyard until 1862, when they were cut by soldiers for fuel. Most 
dwellings outside the commercial districts had their own garden plots where fresh

(continued)
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vegetables and fruits were raised to supply the occupants' families, 
garden lots were generally fenced by wooden picket fences.

House and

CIVIL WAR FORTIFICATIONS

Bolivar Heights, Loudoun Heights, and Maryland Heights, rising to high points of 
668', 1,080', and 1,448' above sea level respectively, completely enclose the 
towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar (to the west) on three sides. The highest point 
on Camp Hill is 484' above sea level. Between 1862 and 1864 the Union Army for
tified the crests of the three enclosing ridges and the western brow of Camp Hill 
with a series of earthen and stone field fortifications that formed one giant de
fensive complex. These are among the most extensive and best preserved examples 
of Civil War field fortifications now remaining. The fortifications on Loudoun 
and Maryland Heights, many constructed of stone and difficult of access, are 
largely intact and undisturbed. Those on Bolivar Heights, constructed of earth 
in areas that have been farmed for over a century, are less intact but are still 
evident. The inner Camp Hill defensive earthworks are no longer visible.

Bolivar Heights

Bolivar Heights is a ridge extending approximately 1.7 miles from the Potomac on 
the north, where the crest is 600' high, to the Shenandoah on the south, where the 
ridge is 500' high. The crest from the Potomac south to the Charles Town Turnpike 
was defended by two batteries constructed just prior to the siege of September 
1862. Both were earthworks designed to hold from four to six field guns. Battery 
No. 2 at the northern end defended the Potomac approaches; Battery No. 1 near the 
southern end covered the Charles Town Turnpike.

During the siege. Sept. 12-15, 1862, Union troops further constructed a long shal
low rifle trench approximately 5000' long along the crest of Bolivar Heights con
necting Batteries 1 and 2. The batteries and trench are known as the Col. Dixon 
Miles Line after the Union commander defending Harpers Ferry during the 1862 siege. 
(The rifle trench was manned by five Union regiments during the siege. Here Col. 
Miles met with his officers on Sept. 15and decided to surrender. In the same area 
Miles received his mortal wound from Confederate artillery fire from Loudoun Heights.)

In August 1864 the ridge between the batteries was further strengthened by improving 
the 1862 trench into a solid earthwork about four feet high. (The resulting defense, 
combined with the steep grade, made the Union right virtually impregnable, provided 
that Federal troops also controlled Loudoun and Maryland Heights.)

(continued)
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The Bolivar Relghts section of the park includes Battery No. 1, located near U.S. 
Route 340 to Charlestown, and approximately 3000* of rifle trenches extending north
ward. The battery was a five-sided work, open on the north side with earthen walls 
113* long on the east side, 38’ on the southeast face, 73* on the southwest face, 
and 200* on the western face, which connected with the trench line. The earthworks 
of the battery and trenches on park land are still from two to three feet high.
(The trenches continue north of the park boundary for approximately 200-300 feet, 
beyond which they and Battery No. 2 have been obliterated by later development.)

The Union left of the Bolivar Heights line extended from the Charles Town Turnpike 
on the north about .7-mile to the Shenandoah. This section is not within the park 
and is therefore not included hhre (but see page 42, last paragraph) .

On the morning of Sept. 15, 1862, Confederate Maj. Gen. Ambrose P. Hill began his 
assault on the Union left while "Stonewall" Jackson’s division probed at the Union 
right. Federal troops on the left were driven back to a position extending from 
the Charles Town Turnpike near Battery No. 1 southeast along the top of the plateau 
now known as Cavalier Heights, which was located east of the Charles Town-Harpers 
Ferry Turnpike as it ran down through a ravine to the Shenandoah. As Hill’s forces 
were sweeping across the crest on the left of Bolivar Heights and on to the Cavalier 
Heights position. Col. Miles opened the negotiations with Jackson leading to the sur
render of 12,693 Union soldiers later that day. In addition to being the final po
sition of the Union left during the siege of 1862, Cavalier Heights served as a 
Union campground during the later periods of the war.

Approximately 34 acres of the Cavalier Heights plateau is now Included in the park. 
The forested hillsides and ravines and open fields of the plateau are much as they 
were in September 1862. This ground appears never to have been fortified.

Maryland Heights

Federal troops occupied Harpers Ferry from Feb. 26 to Sept. 15, 1862, but erected 
only elementary defenses during this period, facilitating Confederate conquest af
ter a siege of only 81 hours. As a result of this costly experience, following 
Confederate withdrawal the Union Army strongly fortified Maryland Heights and Lou
doun Heights between October 1862 and June 1863. Many of these fortifications are 
still intact; those on Maryland Heights within the park are as follows:

The Naval Battery (at I on Map IV), first established in May 1862, had its three 
earthen walls erected in September 1862. The walls of this U-shaped redoubt are 
about 10’ thick at the base and 10’ high; the slope of the mountain in the rear 
completes the enclosure. The west wall is about 52’ long, the south wall facing 
the river is about 72' long, and the east wall is about 43’ long. Traces of two

(continued)
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ordnance magazines, dug into the slope of the mountain to the north and east of 
the battery, are still quite evident. On June 27, 1863, the naval battery contained 
a 100-pounder Dahlgren gun, a 50-pounder Dahlgren gun, and two 24-pounder siege 
guns. Following the completion of Battery Sullivan Con lands now in the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal National Historical Park}, it is probable that the guns were removed 
from the naval battery.

The 30-Pounder Battery (at H on Map IV) was erected in October-November 1862. It 
was a strong earthwork with three faces (100' by 150' by 100') that curved around the 
southern slope of Maryland Heights. The armament included four 30-pounder Parrott 
rifled guns and six other pieces commanding the summit of Loudoun Heights, the 
town of Harpers Ferry, and Bolivar Heights. The earthwork is well preserved.

A 100-pounder Parrott gun was placed in June 1863 at a narrow point in the crest 
of the Maryland Heights ridge (G on Map IV), about 600 yards south of the Stone 
Fort. The position was protected by sandbags. The gun had a 360“ field of fire 
and could be effective against a wide range of positions. The site is undisturbed.

The Stone Fort and Exterior Fort (at F on Map IV) were erected in the |)eriod between 
October 1862 and June 1863 . The Stone Fort, located on the highest point of Mary
land Heights, was designed to block an attack from the north along the crest of Elk 
Ridge. It measured 100' by 40' and had 25' square bastions at the northeast and 
southwest corners. The walls were of dry-laid masonry from 4-1/2' to 7' thick.
The interior contained a magazine, storage place for provisions, water tanks, and 
a spring. The Exterior Fort consisted of two parallel earthworks running from east 
to west across the summit of Maryland Heights and down its west slope for a total 
of about 700'. The north wall was about 125' north of the northeast bastion of 
the Stone Fort and was linked to the latter by a strong stone breastwork running 
along the edge of the cliff overlooking the east slope of the mountain. The north 
wall ran 250' across level ground to a point where the west slope of the ridge 
begins. This portion was about 20' thick at the base and about 20' high and con
tained five cannon embrasures still visible today. The left flank of this section 
was protected by an earth breastwork, now about three feet high, that ran approxi
mately 250' to the south, where it joined the southern east-west parallel wall of 
the Exterior Fort. The north wall continued down the west slope, crossing a plateau, 
for an additional 450', ending where the plateau drops off sharply to the west.
This section was of stone about 10' thick and 5' high. A dry ditch and abatis pro
tected the front of the entire north wall. Another earth breastwork ran along the 
west edge of the lower plateau about 250' from the west end of the north wall to 
the west end of the south parallel wall. The latter, which extended east to the 
southwest bastion of the Stone Fort, was similar in construction to the northern 
wall but was not protected by a dry ditch. The earthen portion of the wall cross-

(continued)
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ing the upper plateau is now about 10' thick at the base and 6' high.
On the summit plateau, within the walls of the Exterior Fort north and east of the 
Stone Fort, are visible remains of three magazines. On the lower plateau to the 
west are the stone remains of fireplaces, huts, and perhaps gun positions. Addi
tional re-mains of campgrounds, barracks, and other small fortifications are visible 
on the level ground of the summit south of the Exterior Fort.

A line of stone breastworks about three feet high was erected in June 1863 along 
the eastern crest of the ridge from the Stone Fort south to the 30-Pounder Battery. 
A parallel, similar stone breastwork was erected on the west side of the road into 
the Exterior Fort. These breastworks are still present. Seven light field guns 
were distributed along the eastern line, and abatis were constructed on the eastern 
slope where roads led to the summit.

A spur battery (E on Map IV) was erected in June 1863 on a plateau on the western 
slope of Maryland Heights below the Exterior Fort. It consisted of a three-sided 
embankment open at the rear, about 50' by 75' by 50', mounting one 50-pounder 
Dahlgren gun. The gun could sweep the west side of Maryland Heights, enfilade the 
ravine running westward to the Potomac in front of the Barnard lines, and cover 
Bolivar Heights. The battery was armed and in use during the July 1864 .Confederate 
attack on Harpers Ferry.

A strong stone breastwork, built by filling in a crlbwork of logs with stone, was 
constructed in June 1863 from the spur battery up the west slope of the mountain 
to the base of the cliff above which rested the left flank defenses of the Exterior 
Fort. The front or north side of the line was covered by an abatis of felled 
trees. The log cribwork has rotted away, but the stone line is still evident.
Also on the spur battery plateau, and to the south of that work along the top of 
the western slope, are three stone walls probably designed as breastworks or gun 
positions for the additional defense of the position. A large pit about 25' by 
30' by 15' deep, probably a magazine, has also been found on the southern end of 
this plateau.

Between October 1862 and June 1863 Federal troops cleared the Maryland Heights 
area of forest from 1,500 yards north of the Stone Fort south to the Potomac.
The defenders were thereby provided a clear field of fire in all directions.

The Maryland Heights section of the park contains one non-military historic struc
ture: the Salty Dog Tavern (Park Bldg. No. 80). This two-story stone building, 
approximately 20' by 45' in plan, was built between 1833 and 1850 at the base of 
the cliff opposite Lock 33 on the C & 0 Canal. It was a tavern and place of

(continued)
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ill repute frequented by canal boatmen. Fires in 1960 and 1963 burned out the in
terior and roof of thfe structure, so that only an open shell stands today.

The Maryland Heights section of the park contains 763.07 acres.

Loudoun Heights

On August 20, 1813, the U.S. Government purchased timber rights to supply the 
Harpers Ferry Armory on a tract of 1,395 acres on Loudoun Heights. This land sup
plied the wood and charcoal used at the Armory until 1861.

In October 1862 the Army of the Potomac constructed three large stone redoubts on 
the summit of Loudoun Heights. Redoubt A (as labeled on Map IV) measured approxi
mately 44’ by 32', Redoubt B measured 32' square, and Redoubt C measured 38' by 32'. 
All were four-sided enclosed works. Between October 1862 and April 1865 many other 
smaller stone works—some rifle pits but most foundations for guard huts—^were 
erected on Loudoun Heights. Most of these features remain.

In the fall of 1862 Federal soldiers cleared the summit of heavy forest, providing 
a clear field of fire in every direction. The fortifications here served as out
post defenses for Harpers Ferry until the end of the war.

The Loudoun Heights section of the park contains 276.80 acres.

Camp Hill

The Camp Hill earthworks, approximately 1,250 feet long, were built in May 1862 
and were strengthened and enlarged in 1863-64. They ran from the cliffs overlook
ing the Shenandoah on the south north along the western brow of Camp Hill, over
looking Boundary and Union streets, to the bluffs above the Potomac. This line 
guarded the approaches to Camp Hill and Harpers Ferry from Bolivar. Batteries 
were placed at either flank CA and B on Map IV), and two strong redoubts guarded 
the center section of the line. One of these was just west of the Armory Superin
tendent's quarters. Armory Dwelling No. 25; the other was directly on Washington 
Street (outside the park boundary). Light field guns amed the line in July 1864. 
The area once occupied by these defenses has been built over since the war, and 
there are no evident surface remains of the fortifications.

(continued)
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SEORT HILL

On March 5, 1980, the authorized boundaries of the park were expanded to include 
approximitely 475 acres on the north and west slopes of Short Hill Mountain in 
Loudoun County, Virginia. This tract is approximately 2-1/2 miles downriver from 
Harpers Ferry and is part of the scenic backdrop visible from the town and its im
mediately surrounding heights.

The Short Hill tract has not been systematically surveyed for cultural resources 
as of this writing. One known historic structure exists in ruined state in a ra** 
vine by the edge of the Potomac River in the easternmost corner of the tract.
The ruins are those of a stone mill possibly dating from the late 18th century.
The foundations measure approximately 20' by 30'. Only the two ends and corners 
of one wall, two stories high, are now standing.

NORTH BANK SHENANDOAH ABOVE U.S. 340 BRIDGE

As discussed on pages 2-3 above, the remains of a portion of the Harpers Ferry, 
Charles Town, and Smithfield Turnpike traverse this land. Some 40 yards west of 
the modern sewage treatment plant mentioned on the following page, another historic 
road (much unimproved) branches left and runs southwesterly parallel to the remains 
of the Shenandoah Canal, which parallel the Shenandoah River for about two-thirds 
of a mile upstream from the U.S. 340 bridge. The canal remains end where the road 
crosses the railroad line running between the canal and the river (the former 
Winchester and Potomac). At this crossing, south of the road and railroad, are 
surface archeological remains of Strider's Gulf Mill and its raceway, portions of 
which may date to the 1790s. On the hillside north of the road and railroad are 
the standing end walls of Strider's Mansion. They are of stone, 2-1/2 stories 
high, topped by the remains of stepped gable ends. Central brick chimneys and 
fireplaces run within each wall. A residue of scored pargeting is present on the 
exterior surfaces. The house was standing in 1835.

On a bluff directly north of the westernmost end of this tract, overlooking the 
railroad and the Shenandoah, are the remains of a Civil War gun battery (No. 8 
on Map IV). In August 1864 Maj. Gen. Philip H. Sheridan ordered the 1862 Bolivar 
Heights defensive line to be extended left Csouthward) from the Charles Town Turn
pike to the Shenandoah. This battery, a triangular earthwork open at the rear, was 
at the extreme left or south end of this line. It and a supporting rifle trench on 
the hillside below are well preserved. These earthworks are in a four-acre tract 
that may be included in the authorized park boundaries by legislation now pending 
in Congress (June 1980).

(continued)
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NOmiSTORIC FEATURES

The following structures within the authorized park boundaries do not contribute 
to the park's eligibility for the National Register:

The Interpretive Design Center, designed by Ulrich Franzen and constructed in 
1967-69, is a large three-story modern brick building on the Storer College campus 
at the edge of the cliff overlooking the Shenandoah.

Three one-story brick residences were built on the former Storer College campus 
in 1964 for employees of the Mather Training Center. They are on the brow of 
Camp Hill west of Anthony or Witth Hall (Park Bldg. No. 59). Nearby is an older 
two-story frame residence acquired by the Park Service in 1966 and renovated for an 
employee's quarters.

The park maintenance shop, a large concrete block one-story utility building erect
ed in 1964, is located below the western brow of Camp Hill overlooking Boundary 
Street. Adjoining is a large one-story concrete block workshop erected in 1970. 
Both structures have later additions. A large parking area serves the buildings.

A one-story frame storage shed was erected in 1977 to house the park's carriage 
and wagon collection. It is south of the maintenance shop.

A one-story stable was erected in 1975 in the lower town on Block F, Shenandoah 
Street.

In 1976 the Park Service built two one-story dormitory cabins on Maryland Heights 
for the Youth Conservation Corps. A ranger residence was erected by them in 1977.

A sewage treatment plant for Bolivar and Harpers Ferry was constructed in 1978-79 
on park land on the north bank of the Shenandoah a short distance west of the U.S. 
Route 340 bridge across the river.

A pumping plant for Bolivar and Harpers Ferry is being constructed on the Shenan
doah at Block G, Shenandoah Street, just east of the Island of Virginlus. It will 
be largely below ground level.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park contains important features of the historic 
town of Harpers Ferry and its environs. Located at the scenic confluence of the 
Shenandoah and Potomac rivers in the Blue Ridge Mountains, Harpers Ferry was an 
Important manufacturing and commercial town from 180d to the Civil War. Here John 
Hall pioneered in the successful development of interchangeable parts in manufactur
ing. In 1859 the town was the scene of the electrifying John Brown raid, an event 
of major importance in bringing the nation to civil war. Strategically important. 
Harpers Ferry changed hands several times during that war. Its capture, together 
with 12,693 Union soldiers defending the town, by "Stonewall" Jackson in 1862 was 
a dramatic prelude to the great battle at Antietam Creek that ended the first 
Southern invasion of the North. The many standing 19th~century commercial and 
residential structures are architecturally significant, and the many more such 
buildings and industrial structures now represented only by subsurface remains 
comprise a great archeological resource. An added dimension is provided by the 
buildings of the former Storer College, illustrating the efforts of the Freedmen's 
Bureau and private philanthropy to aid and educate blacks after the Civil War.

(The town pf Harpers Ferry outside the park is listed separately in the 
National Register as the Harpers Ferry Historic District.)

First Settlement

Robert Harper, a millwright, purchased the 125 acres of land that would become the 
nucleus of Harpers Ferry from Lord Thomas Fairfax on April 5, 1751. Here Harper 
established a ferry across the Potomac and erected a waterpowered sawmill on Lower 
Hall Island in the Shenandoah. Between 1775 and 1782 he built a stone tavern on 
the hill overlooking the junction of the rivers; now known as the Harper House, it 
is the oldest standing structure in the park and town. At Harper’s death in 1782 
his estate here passed to his niece, Sarah Harper, the wife of Philadelphia mer
chant John Wager, Sr. Remaining in Philadelphia, the Wagers operated the ferry 
and tavern under leasing arrangements. They and their heirs would dominate the 
commercial development of the town until 1836.

(continued)
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Industrial Development of Water Power

George Washington visited Harpers Ferry in August 1785 and was Impressed by the 
water power potential of the site. As President, he personally selected it for a 
proposed Federal musket producing factory or armory on Sept. 16, 1795, ordered the 
purchase of the necessary land, and spurred the War Department to accomplish the 
mission. Washington believed that the Potomac valley would emerge as a major in
dustrial and transportation center and saw the development of the U.S. Armory at 
Harpers Ferry as contributing to this end and to the commercial success of the 
planned national capital downriver.

On June 15, 1796, Washington’s secretary Tobias Lear, acting for the United States, 
purchased 118-1/4 acres at Harpers Ferry from John Wager, Sr., as the site for the 
second Federal armory (the first being at Springfield, Mass.). Wager retained 
tracts known as the Six Acre Reservation and the 3/4-acre Ferry Lot Reservation at 
the junction of the rivers, enabling his family to prosper commercially as the 
Federal presence boosted the town’s growth. Construction on the musket factory 
and power canal along the Potomac and the Potomac dam feeding the canal began in 
1798 and was largely completed in 1801. Buildings erected during this period in
cluded five brick workshops for arms production, a large brick arsenal for storage 
of the finished products, and a frame barracks for the workmen. Sustained weapons 
production began in 1802.

By 1821 the Armory had grown to encompass 20 workshops, two arsenal buildings, 86 
dwellings for employees, and 271 workers. The Armory's expansion spurred an in
crease in Harpers Ferry's population to 751 in 1810 and 1,377 in 1820. The com
bined population of Harpers Ferry, Virginius Island, and Bolivar (adjoining on the 
west) peaked at 4,368 in 1850 and declined to 3,398, exclusive of slaves, in 1860. 
By the latter date the Armory had manufactured a total of 522,938 firearms for the 
United States.

A center of private industry also based on water power was developed during the 
same period on the Island of Virginius, on the north side of the Shenandoah just 
west of the town of Harpers Ferry. First cldimed in 1816, the water power of Vir
ginius was channeled by a Shenandoah dam and canals to mills and manufactories on 
the 13-acre Island in 1823-24. The entire island was owned by Abraham H. Herr, a 
miller, by 1855. In 1859 there were 39 buildings, including an iron foundry, 
machine shop, cotton mill, flour mill, saw mill, carriage making shop, and resi
dences, on Virginius.

(continued)



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOBNPSUSeONL5f

RECEIVED 2 8 1980

DATE ENTERED

ivM:

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 3

John R. Hall. Interchangeable Parts, and Mass Production of Arms

At the beginning of the 19th century. New Englanders Eli Whitney and Simeon North 
each devised powered machinery for the volume production of arms under Government 
contracts. Their machinery was not precise enough to make the weapons parts truly 
interchangeable, and much of the task of producing their arms had to be done by 
hand.

It fell to John Harris Hall (1278-1841) of Portland, Maine, to take the next and 
most significant step in the development of interchangeable parts enabling mass 
production. In 1819 the War Department contracted with Hall for the manufacture 
a£ Harpers Ferry of 1,000 copies of a breechloading flintlock rifle he had patented. 
Hall arrived at Harpers Ferry that May and was assigned United States land on what 
became known as the Lower Hall Rifle Factory Island, located on the north side of 
the Shenandoah just west of the Island of Vlrginius. Here he developed the water- 
powered precision machinery needed to produce his rifle by a completely automated 
process, which required no hand work other than assembling the individual parts.
The first 1,000 rifles were completed in 1825 and a second 1,000 by 1827.

On Jani 6, 1827, a special commission of weapons experts appointed to examine 
Hall's rifles and machinery at Harpers Ferry reported to the Army Chief of Ordnance:

It is well-known, we believe, that arms have never yet been made so exactly simi
lar to each other by any other process as to require no marking of the several 
parts and so that those parts, on being changed would suit equally well when ap
plied to every other arm. But the machines we have examined effect this with a 
certainty and precision we should not have believed till we witnessed the opera
tions.

While Eli Whitney was the first in the United States to experiment with the system 
of Interchangeable parts and mass production, John H. Hall was the first to fully 
achieve these objectives.

Development of Harpers Ferry as a Communication Link

In 1824, with Lewis Wernwag as their builder, the Wagers constructed a 750-foot 
double wooden toll bridge across the Potomac in lieu of the old ferry. In 1843-44 
the Shenandoah Bridge Company constructed a 375-foot double wooden toll bridge 
across the Shenandoah. In the 1830s toll roads were built to Frederick, Md., ahd 
Charles Town, Va., followed by a turnpike to Hillsborough, Va., in the 1850s. In 
1806-07 the Potomac Company constructed a canal with upper and lower locks along 
the north side of the Shenandoah just west of Harpers Ferry. In 1824 the successor 
Shenandoah Canal Company made further Improvements, including a dam across the

(continued)
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Shenandoah to feed the canal and a turning basin for boats. The Chesapeake and Ohio 
Canal from the District of Columbia to Cumberland, Md., reached the Maryland shore 
opposite Harpers Ferry in 1833, where a lock was built to provide boat access from 
the Potomac and Shenandoah rivers.

Between 1829 and 1836, with the improvement of roads and prior to the arrival of 
railroads. Harpers Ferry enjoyed a brief era of stagecoaching. This traffic spurred 
the establishment and expansion of hotels. Xn 1836 the Winchester and Potomac Rail
road was opened from Harpers Ferry to Winchester, Va. The Baltimore and Ohio Rail
road crossed the Potomac from Maryland in 1837 and completed its main line on to 
Cumberland in 1842. Harpers Ferry became a principal way station on the railroads, 
further boosting the hotel and restaurant business. The prime locale for such busi
ness was the Wager Ferry Lot Reservation at the confluence of the rivers, where the 
two railroads joined. Telegraph lines reached Harpers Ferry in 1848, further link
ing it to the outside world.

The John Brown Raid, 1859

John Brown's raid in October 1859 focused the nation's attention on Harpers Ferry. 
Brown, an ardent abolitionist and leader in the bloody sectional strife in Kansas, 
conceived a plan to liberate the slaves by starting a revolution, arming the blacks, 
and establishing a free-black stronghold in the Appalachians. He chose Harpers 
Ferry as his first objective because of its stocks of weapons and its location 
near the mountains.

During the summer of 1859 Brown gathered weapons, supplies, and supporters at the 
Kennedy farm some five miles distant in Maryland (now a national historic landmark). 
On the night of October 16 he set forth with 17 men and a wagonload of supplies for 
Harpers Ferry, leaving three men to guard the farm. At 10:30 p.m. the party seized 
the Potomac bridge watchman and upon crossing took the Armory watchmen in the town. 
Brown then cut the telegraph wires and sent out parties to bring in slaves and hos
tages. But the engineer of an eastbound train through the town telegraphed the 
alarm at 7 a.m. upon arriving at Monocacy, Maryland.

Shooting began between Brown's men, now barricaded in the Armory buildings, and 
some of the townspeople. Militia arrived from Charles Town and by noon secured 
the Potomac bridge. There were several casualties on both sides, and by nightfall 
on the 17th the survivors of Brown's party and their captives had taken refuge in 
the fire engine house of the Armory's Musket Factory. That night Col. Robert E.
Lee and Lt. J.E.B. Stuart with 90 U.S, marines arrived from Washington. The next 
morning, October 18, a party of marines stormed the engine house, bayoneting two

(continued)
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men and capturing the others.

Amid great national popular excitement, John Brown was brought to trial in nearby 
Charles Town a week later. Indicted for treason against Virginia and for "conspir
ing with slaves to commit treason and murder." Refusing to permit a plea of in
sanity, he was convicted and sentenced to death. In an eloquent statement he de
nied everything "but...a design on my part to free slaves." He felt no guilt: to 
"interfere" on behalf of God's "despised poor" was "no wrong but right." Brown 
was hanged at Charles Town on Dec. 2, 1859. His captured associates were also 
executed for treason.

In John Brown hanged, northern abolitionists had a martyr; in Brown's raid the 
South saw the work of the devil. Popular passions aroused by the event. North and 
South, made it increasingly difficult for moderates to find a common ground of com
promise on which both sections could agree and so maintaihf the Union. Soon men 
under arms would be marching to the tune of "John Brown's Body," and Harpers Ferry 
would be torn by civil war.

Harpers Ferry in the Civil War

On the night of April 18, 1861, after learning of the approach of strong and hos
tile Virginia State forces, Lt. Roger Jones and his 44 Federal soldiers set fire 
to the arsenal buildings and some of the Musket Factory shops of the U.S. Armory 
and retreated northward into Pennsylvania. The arsenal buildings and their con
tents were destroyed; the townspeople extinguished the Musket Factory fire before 
those buildings were greatly damaged. Confederate troops then occupied Harpers 
Ferry until June 15, during which time they shized all Armory property and removed 
the arms making machinery to Richmond, Va., and Fayetteville, N.C. Before retreat
ing south they blew up the B & 0 Railroad bridge and trestle, set fire to the 
Musket Factory shops, and did much other damage.

On June 28, 1861, Confederates returned briefly to burn the wooden toll bridge 
across the Shenandoah and the nine buildings of the U.S. Rifle Factory on the 
Lower Hall Island. When Union troops removed a large supply of wheat from A.H. 
Herr's mill on Virginius Island in October 1861, a Confederate force raided the 
town and burned the mill, thereby completing the destruction of all public and 
private industry in Harpers Ferry. In February 1862 a Southern sniper firing 
from a building in the town killed a Union soldier on the Maryland side of the 
Potomac, in retaliation for which Union soldiers burned the entire "point" or 
Ferry Lot district of hotels and stores. Because of the town's strategic impor-

(continued)
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tance as a railroad, highway, and canal transportation link, the Union Army reoccu- 
pled Harpers Ferry on February 25.

September 1862 brought the first Confederate invasion of the north following victory 
in the second battle of Manassas. Reaching Frederick, Md., on his way to Pennsyl
vania, Generals Robert E. Lee decided to remove the threat to his rear and line of 
communications posed by the strong Union garrison at Harpers Ferry. To do this he 
decided to divide his army, sending part against Harpers Ferry while the main body 
pressed on tpwardi Hagerstown. The success of this daring plan depended on the Con
federates' ability fo capture Harpers Ferry and quickly reunite in time to face the 
pursuing force under Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan. Lee sent three columns total
ing some 32,000 men against Harpers Ferry. Maj. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson approached 
from the south, reaching the vicinity of the town on September 12; Maj. Gen. Lafay
ette McLaws invested Maryland Heights from the north and emplaced his cannon there; 
Brig. Gen. John G. Walker approached from the east and occupied Loudoun Heights.
Thus, on September 14, Colonel Dixon S. Miles, in command of the Harpers Ferry 
garrison of 14,238 officers and men, found himself surrounded with Confederates on 
the heights overlooking his positions at Camp Hill and Bolivar Heights. Miles 
surrendered his garrison on September 15 and was subsequently mortally wounded by 
Confederate artillery. The Union cavalry escaped across the Potomac, but the remain
der of the Union force was taken prisoner—the largest number of United States 
prisoners of war taken in a single action until World War II. Jackson hurried off 
toward Sharpsburg, Md., to reinforce Lee in the battle of Antietam, leaving Maj.
Gen. A.P. Hill to arrange the parole of the Union captives. Hill in turn rushed 
off to join the battle of Antietam just in time to save Lee's army from disaster.

The Union Army soon reoccupled Harpers Ferry and more strongly fortified the sur
rounding heights against a recurrence of the recent envelopment. The Federals 
briefly vacated the town during Lee's 1863 campaign leading to Gettysburg, and 
the garrison withdrew to Maryland Heights on July 4, 1864, when a Confederate 
force of 20,000 under Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Early approached Harpers Ferry. On the 
latter occasion the Union forces burned the Potomac railroad and pontoon bridges 
and maintained resistance with reinforcements from the heights, forcing Early's 
men to detour across the Potomac near Sharpsburg. Early's northern invasion was 
delayed four days in his unsuccessful attempt to cross at Harpers Ferry and take 
Maryland Heights. As a result of this delay and the subsequent battle of Monocacy, 
Early did not reach his destination of Washington until July 10, enabling Union 
reinforcements to come to the defense of the Capital. Early's brief occupancy of 
Harpers Ferry did accomplish its further destruction by fire.

(continued)
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From August 1864 to February 1865 Harpers Ferry served as the main base of opera
tions and supply for Maj. Gen. Philip S. Sheridan's army, vhich effectively de
stroyed Early's army as a fighting force and conquered the Shenandoah Valley. Dur
ing this period the brick and stone walls of the burned out arsenal, Musket Factory, 
and Rifle Factory buildings were reroofed to create warehouses for the munitions 
and supplies needed to support Sheridan's advance. Wagon trains of up to 1,000 
wagons were parked within the defensive lines on Bolivar Heights before embarking 
southward. The U.S. Military Railroad Corps rebuilt the destroyed Winchester and 
Potomac Railroad from Harpers Ferry south 28 miles to Stephenson's Depot, enabling 
the mass transit of personnel and supplies to support Sheridan and to transfer 
forces to Lt. Gen. Ulysses Grant.

At the end of the war the industrial base of Harpers Ferry was largely destroyed. 
The U.S. Government decided not to rebuild the Armory but to dispose of its lands 
and buildings. This decision, coupled with periodic major floods after 1870, 

eroded the town's economy and contributed significantly to its subsequent decline.

Storer College

Storer College was established in vacated U.S. Armory residences on Camp Hill 
after the Civil War with the aid of New England philanthropy and grants from the 
Freedmen's Bureau, a Federal agency formed to assist the emancipated blacks. It 
was begun as an elementary school in the Lockwood House by the Rev. N.C. Brackett 
of Phillips, Maine, representing the Freedmen's Bureau, in 1865. As a result of 
a benefaction from John Storer of Sanford, Maine, in 1867, the school emerged as 
Storer College. Its curriculum focused on teacher training, then expanded to 
include theology and the industrial and home arts. During the college's first 40 
years the student body averaged 176 men and women, admitted "without distinction 
of race or color" in accordance with the terms of Storer's bequest. The school 
experienced some physical growth until the mid-20th century but closed its doors 
in 1955. Its buildings stand as reminders of one of the earliest institutions 
established for black education after emancipation.

The Federal Government Returns

In 1852 the Federal Government began to sell off its surplus lands and residences 
rented to Armory workers in Harpers Ferry. Between 1869 and 1884 the Government 
put up for sale all remaining Armory lands and interests. The limited private

(continued)
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industry that remained or was subsequently introduced failed to fill the vacuum 
left by the federal withdrawal. As has often been the case elsewhere, the chronic 
economic depression into which the town descended proved advantageous for the pres
ervation of its remaining structures and historic character. The national histo
rical significance of Harpers Ferry was recognized by the Congress in 1944 when it 
enacted legislation authorizing the establishment of a national monument of up 

to 1,500 acres for the purpose of "commemorating historical events at or near 
Harpers Ferry." Subsequent legislation redesignated the national monument as 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and enlarged the authorized boundaries to 
encompass approximately 2,385 acres in West Virginia, Maryland, and Virginia.

The National Park Service assumed administrative responsibility in 1955. The Ser
vice initially set about to restore the surviving lower town to its 1859 appear
ance as much as possible, removing most later structures and alterations. Recent
ly this "point in time" restoration philosophy has been superseded by recognition 
of the significance of Harpers Ferry's evolution throughout the 19th century.
In the 1960s the Service acquired the former Storer College campus and buildings 
and utilized them for its Interpretive Design Center and Mather Training Center.
In a very different role, the Federal Government is again the dominant presence 
at Harpers Ferry.
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John Brown Raid; (Copies of all National Park Service research reports on file
in Park Library).

Bearss, Edwin C., "Historical Base Map, Part of the Master Plan, Harpers Ferry
National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia,"
June 1966 edition, 31 pages.

Bearss. Edwin C., "Historical Base Map-John Brown's Raid-Documentation-Movement
Sheets, October 16-18, 1859, 6 sheets. Part of Master Plan, 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, Harpers Ferry,
West Virginia," June 1966 edition, 42 pages.

John Brown's Raid, National Park Service History Series (Washington, D.C., 1973).

Oates, Stephen B., Oates, To Purge This Land with Blood; A Biography of John
Brown (New York, 1970).

Quarles, Benjamin, Allies- . for Freedom; Black and John Brown (New York, 1974).

Villard, Oswald Garrison, John Brown, 1800-1859: A Biography Fifty Years After.
(Boston and New York, 1911, 2nd edition, 1943).

Civil War;

Larrabee, Edward McMillan, . "Archeological Exploration of the Civil War Rifle
Trenches on Bolivar Heights, Harpers Ferry National 
Monument, West Virginia During June 1962,"
(Harpers Ferry, July 20, 1962), 19 pages, 3 photos 
and 3 maps.

Pfanz, Harry W., "Special History Report; Troop Movement Maps, 1862, Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park, Maryland-W. Virginia," (NPS, 
Denver Service Center, Colorado, March 1976), 94 pages.

Snell, Charles W., 

Snell, Charles W., 

Snell, Charles W.,

"1865 Historical Base Map for Loudoun Heights, Va.," dated 
June 9, 1959). HF-79A.

"1865 Historical Base Map for Bolivar Heights, W. Va.," 
dated February 24, 1960. HF-79B,.i

"1865 Historical Base Map for Maryland Heights, Maryland," 
dated February 24, 1960. HF-79C.
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Snell, Charles W,, "Documentation of 1865 Historical Base Map of Bolivar Heights,
W.Va.," (Harpers Ferry NM, November 10, 1961), 23 pages.
HF-79E. (Same as HF-120, Sullivan, Arthur L.).

Snell, Charles W., "Documentation of 1865 Historical Base Map of Loudoun Heights,
Va,," (Harpers Ferry NM, February 26, 1960), 18 pp, HF-79D.

Snell, Charles W., "The Fortifications at Harpers Ferry, Va., in 1861 and Jackson's
Attack, May 1862. (Report on the Confederate and Federal 
Fortifications at Harpers Ferry, Va., April 18, 1861 to May 31, 
1862) to Accompany Map No. I, dated Feb. 5, 1960) (Harpers 
Ferry NM, February 9, 1960), 114 pages. HF-98A 1 and 2.

Snell, Charles W., "A Report on the Federal Fortifications at Harpers Ferry, Va.,
and of the Confederate and Union Troop Movements during the 
Siege of Harpers Ferry, September 12-15, 1862, (To Accompany 
Map II, dated November 25, 1959) (Harpers Ferry NM, December 1, 
1959), 82 pages plus Map II. HF-98B 1 and 2.

Snell, Charles W., "Harpers Ferry Becomes a Fortress, September 21, 1862 - October 6,
1863 (A Report on the Federal Fortifications at Harpers Ferry,
W. Va., June 27, 1863 to Accompany Map III, dated December 11, 
1959)." (Harpers Ferry NM, December 16, 1959) 83 pages.
HF-98C 1 and 2.

Snell, Charles W., "Harpers Ferry Repels an Attack and Becomes the Major Base of
Operations for Sheridan's Army, July 4, 1864 to July 27, 1865.
(A Report on the Federal Fortifications at Harpers Ferry, W.Va., 
January 19, I960)." (Harpers Ferry NM, January 21, I960),
105 pages. HF-98D 1 and 2. (To Accompany Map IV).

Sullivan, Arthur L., "Historic Structures Report, Part I-Historic Data Section-
Bolivar Heights Trenches," (Harpers Ferry NM, October 23,
1862), 20 pages, 4 maps.

Sullivan, Arthur L., "Harpers Ferry-April 18 - December 31, 1861, A Casualty of
War," (Harpers Ferry NM, February 17, 1960), 118 pages.
14 photos. HF-94A.

Sullivan, Arthur L., "Harpers Ferry in the Civil War-1862," (Harpers Ferry NM,
June 26, 1961), 57 pages, 23 photos. HF-94B.
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Civil War (continued);

Sullivan, Arthur L,, "Documentation of Historical Base Map, Harpers Ferry Vicinity,
June 1863," (Harpers Ferry NM, November 10, 1961), 23 pages. 
HF-120 (Completion of Snell's report, HF-79E).

Sullivan, Arthur L., "Documentation of Historical Base Map, Harpers Ferry Vicinity,
Sheridan's Supply Base, Late 1864-65," (Harpers Ferry NM, 
November 30, 1961), 20 pages, HF-122.

Upper and Lower Hall (U.S. Rifle Factory) Islands;

Carson, Hamilton H,, "Resistivity and Seismic Surveys and Excavations, U.S, Rifle
Works, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia," 23 pp.typescript, 
illustrations and notes, March 1963.

Larrabee, Edward McMillan,

Larrabee, Edward McMillan,

Larrabee, Edward McMillan,

Smith, Philip R.,

"Report of Exploratory Excavations conducted on the 
Lower Hall Island Rifle Factory, Harpers Ferry National 
Monument, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia from August 25 
through August 29, 1959," (Typescript, N.P.S., June 20, 
1960), 8 pp,, 3 photos, 1 plan.,

"Report of the Second Season of Exploratory 
Archeological Excavations at the U.S. Rifle Works,
Lower Hall Island, Harpers Ferry National Monument, 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, from June 23 through 
July 6, 1960 (N.P.S. typewscript, January 30, 1961),
37 pages, 11 plates, and 3 drawings.

"Report of the Third Season of Exploratory 
Archeological Excavations Conducted at the U.S. Rifle 
Works, Lower Hall Island, Harpers Ferry National 
Monument, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, From 25 August 
through 10 November 1961," (for Harpers Ferry NM,
April 20, 1962), 90 pp.,13 plates, 6 drawings.

"Historic Building Site Survey Report-History of the Upper 
Hall Island, 1796-1884," (Harpers Ferry NM, February 19,
1959) 21 pp., six maps. HF-28A.
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Upper and Lower Hall (U.S. Rifle Factory) Is lands(continued):

^iith, Philip R., "Historic Building Site Survey Report: History of the Lower
' Hall Island, The Rifle Factory, 1844-1884," (Harpers Ferry NM,

March 2, 1959), 47 pages, 9 maps and 4 photos, HF-28B.

Smith, Philip R., "Historic Building Site Survey Report; History of the Lower
Hall Island, 1796-1848, and Captain John H. Hall's Rifle 
Factory, 1819-1845," (Harpers Ferry NM, May 27, 1959, 37 pages,
6 maps. HF-29C.

Loudoun Heights, Va,;

Smith, Philip R., "History of Loudoun Heights, Va., 1813-1880," (Harpers Ferry NM,
June 9, 1959), 51 pages, 13 photos, 4 maps. HF-75A.

Island of Virginius;

Hannah, David Hardgrave, "Archeological Excavations on Virginius Island, Harpers
Ferry National Historical Park, 1966-1968," (Harpers 
Ferry Job Corps Civilian Conservation Center, Harpers 
Ferry, W, Va., March 1969), 151 pages, 89 photos and 
plans.

Snell, Charles W,, "History of the Island of Virginius, 1751-1870," (NPS, Harpers
Ferry NM, December 4, 1958), 166 pages, 20 maps, 10 photos. 
HD-29A.

Snell, Charles W., "A Short History of the Island of Virginius, 1816-1870,"
(NPS. Harpers Ferry NM, dated June 1, 1859), 69 pages,
18 photos, 5 maps. HF-29B.

U.S. Arsenal Square, Block A, Shenandoah Street;

Cotter, John L., "Preliminary Archeological Investigations at Harpers Ferry;
Harpers House Garden and Building 23, Arsenal Area at 
Shenandoah and High Street, April 8, 1959," (Region Five;
Office, Philadelphia, May 21, 1959), 3 pages.
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U.S. Arsenal Square^ Block A, Shenandoah Street; (continued):

Cotter, John L., "Completion of Archeological Test at Corner of New Arsenal 
Building, June 7, 1960, Harpers Ferry National Monument," 
(Region Five Office, June 1960), 4 pages, 5 photos, 2 plans.

Gardner, William M,, "Excavation-Harpers Ferry, 1973-74," (NPS Typescript, 
Catholic University of America, December 1974), 36 pages, 
7 maps, 27 figures. Work in block bounded by Shenandoah, 
Potomac, High Streets, and Hog Alleys Also grounds of . 
Paymaster's House (Building No. 56).

Larrabee, Edward McMillan, "Report of Archeological Investigati£n of the Arsenal 
Sqyare / Block A, Shenandoah Street_/ at Harpers 
Ferry National Monument, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, 
From July 20 through September 5, 1959," (for Harpers 
Ferry NM, December 1960), 124 pages, 18 maps, 40 plates 
and photos.

Smith, Philip R., "History of the Large and Small Arsenals, 1796-1869, Block A, 
Lots 2 to 7, Shenandoah Street," (Harpers Ferry NM, December 19, 
1958, revised April 29, 1959) 49 pages, 9 maps, and 6 photos. 
HF-24A.

Smith, Philip R., "History of the Superintendent's Old Office, 1833-1869, Arsenal 
Square, Block A, Lot 1, Shenandoah Street," (Harpers Ferry TIM, 
December 19, 1958, revised April 29, 1959), 14 pages, 4 maps,
2 photos. HF-24B,

Shenandoah Street:

Campbell, J. Duncan, "Archeological Report on Investigations-Shenanddah Street 
Area, Harpers Ferry," (for Harpers Ferry NM, June 4, 1965), 
32 pages, 26 photos, 4 drawings.
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U.S. Musket Factory (or Armory) Buildings Along the Potomac;

Kissling, Herbert H., "United States Musket Factory Oit Harpers Ferry^*
1796-1835," (Harpers Ferry NM, February 28, 1961), 
117 pages, HF-25B.

Snell, Charles W.,

Snell, Charles W.,

Jefferson's Rock:

"A Comprehensive History of the Construction, Maintenance, 
and Numbers of Armory Dwelling Houses, 1796-1869," (NPS, 
Harpers Ferry NM, October 31, 1958, revised, January 13, 
1959), 140 pages, 3 plans. HF-21B.

"The Musket Factory Buildings and Grounds, Harpers Ferry 
Armory, 1859-1860," (NPS, Harpers Ferry NM, April 27, 1959), 
84 pp., 18 photos, and 4 maps. HF-25A.

Fairbairn, Charlotte J., "Jefferson's Rock," (NPS typescript. Harpers Ferry
National Monument, November 1961), 57 pages, 16 photos,
1 map. Research Project No. HF-103.

Storer College; Camp Hill:

Mongin, Alfred, "Research Report-A College in Secessia, The Early Years of
Storer College," (Har^rs Ferry National Monument, June 15, 
1960), 11 pages. Research Project No. HF-104A.

Smith, Philip R., "History of the Commanding Officer's Quarter's, Camp Hill
(Anthony Hall, Storer College), 1847-1867," (Harpers 
Ferry NM, March 19, 1959), 18 pages, 4 maps, 3 photos. HF-71.

Smith, Philip R. "History of the Pay Master's Clerk's Quarters, Camp Hill,
(Morrell House, Storer College), 1857-1867," (Harpers Ferry NM, 
March 26, 1959), 12 pages, 4 maps. HF-72.

Smith, Philip R., "History of Superintendent's Clerk's Quarters, Camp Hill
(Brackett House, Storer College), 1857-1867," (Harpers Ferry NM, 
March 27, 1959), 8 pages, 2 maps. HF-73.

Smith Philip R.. "History of the Paymaster's Quarters, Camp Hill »
’ Storer College), 1848-1867) (Harpers Ferry NM, March 23, 1959),

29 pages, 6 maps, 5 photos. HF-74.
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1859 Commercial Buildings, Residences, Churches, and Schools of Lower and Upper 
Town of Harpers Ferry:

Located in the library of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park are Historic 
Structure or Site Reports, based on primary sources and research, for the 
history of every site and building in Harpers Ferry during the period 1751 to 
1865. These studies, written in the period 1957-1961, were prepared by 
Historians Fairbairn, Kissling, Smith, Snell and Sullivan.

Architectural Data Sections were also prepared for a number of these Park build
ings by Architect Archie W. Franzen.

’C.r. ■
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UTM REFERENCES

Harpers Ferry/Bolivar Heights/Maryland Heights/Loudoun Heights;

(Harpers Ferry quadrangle)
tt

A: 18/266590/4357980 
B: 18/265840/4355790 
C: 18/263800/4354380 
D: 18/261030/4353380 
E; 18/261880/4357920
F: 18/263960 4356560 (Harpers Ferry quadrangle)

CCharlestown quadrangle)

G; 18/264980/4358600

Short Hill:

H: 18/269780/4355600 
I: 18/266890/4353110 
J: 18/266670/4353600 
K: 18/267610/4355360 
L: 18/269180/4356100

(Harpers Feriry quadrangle)
II
II
tt
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E. Statement of Historic Contexts 

Introduction:

After being administratively listed in the National Register on October 15,1966, the 
existing nomination for Harpers Ferry National Historical Park was prepared in 1980 and officially 
listed in May of 1981. Since that time, the Park has aequired additional properties and new 
information has come to light about others. This multiple property documentation form 
consolidates the original nomination documentation with new eontexts helpful in addressing the 
significance of the properties acquired by the park since 1980. The majority of the properties 
acquired by the park since the original nomination was prepared date fi’om the early 20*'' century. 
Thus a context is to be developed for this later phase of Harpers Ferry history beginning with the 
close of the Civil War, and within that context, the added properties will be evaluated. It is quite 
possible that in some instances buildings acquired may not contribute to the historic character of 
the park, but the land upon which they are located does. These issues will be addressed in the 
specific nomination forms for those properties. Related to the post-Civil War eontext is another 
historical context included in this multiple property documentation form on Black Education in 
the Harpers Ferry area. This relates in particular to Storer College and Grand View School, both 
located within National Park boundaries. While the period of signifieance for some of the historic 
contexts and component properties extends to more recently than 50 years ago, the predominant 
significance was more than 50 years ago.

Historical Summary:

Harpers Ferry’s significance is rooted in the many layers of history experienced by the 
town. The town’s initial settlement occurred because of its location on a low-lying wedge of 
land at the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. River rapids and towering hills on 
all sides lend a striking beauty to the setting. The site of an early ferry crossing in operation in the 
1740s, the town has always been influenced by transportation. From the boat shuttle to highway 
bridges to rail crossings and the C&O Canal, transportation has driven the development of the 
town.

The river rapids provided by nature and the man-made transportation features promoted 
industry in Harpers Ferry. The earliest industries were water powered grist and saw mills dating 
fi-om the mid 18*'' century. These facilities served the immediate portion of the rich agricultural 
region that included the Shenandoah Valley, central Maryland and south central Pennsylvania that
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was a breadbasket in the IS* and 19*'' centuries.

In addition to the agriculture-related industry that developed at Harpers Ferry, the Federal 
government also provided for growth that lent historical significance to the town. George 
Washington, in 1795, near the end of his term as President, chose Harpers Ferry as a site for a 
musket factory. Washington had long been interested in promoting development along the 
Potomac River, and creating a good transportation route to the West. He was concerned that the 
western settlers would align themselves with the French who still controlled vast lands along the 
Mississippi River, or would simply not be loyal to the newly formed and struggling Federal 
government. The year before he had had first-hand experience in the difficulty of keeping back- 
country Americans in support of their government with the Whiskey RebeUion in western 
Pennsylvania. Then, President Washington and his Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander 
Hamilton, themselves led the army to put down the perceived insurrection. In addition, 
Washington was very familiar with the area of Virginia where Harpers Ferry is located. He, along 
with his brothers Lawrence, Samuel, and Charles, owned large amounts of land just to the west in 
the vicinity of Charles Town, named for Charles Washington. In fact, Charles had laid out the 
town of Charles Town less than ten years earlier in 1786. Lord Fairfax who initially held most of 
the land in western Virginia was also a relative and as a young man Washington had helped with 
the survey of this land. Therefore, Washington had an interest in promoting the development of 
Harpers Ferry and the surrounding area.

The musket factory expanded to an armory and included a rifle manufactory contracted to 
John H. Hall in 1819. Hall patented a breech-loading flintlock rifle that was distingjiished by 
having interchangeable parts. While other inventors had attempted to design interchangeable 
parts. Hall was the first to do so successfully.

The Federal property and the armory and arsenal at Harpers Ferry were to have a 
profound impact upon the town’s history, making it a target in John Brown’s attempt to initiate a 
slave revolt in October of 1859, and a place of strategic importance during the Civil War. In fact, 
the significance of the armory and accompanying arsenal resulted in them being destroyed during 
the Civil War. The Confederates dismantled the arsenal in 1861 and took the machinery and 
inventory to Richmond where it could be maintained more safely than on the northern border of 
the Confederacy. Confederates also destroyed private industry at Harpers Ferry. Although the 
armory had been removed. Harpers Ferry was still an important mihtary site. Straddling the 
border between North and South, it was for much of the War a Federal garrison. The town’s 
location at a place where the B&O Railroad, C&O canal and a main north-south highway
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converged made it a point of control for transport and communication routes north-south and 
east-west. Therefore, control of the town became particularly important to the US military effort. 
When the Confederates attacked and captured Harpers Ferry in September of 1862, the result 

was the largest surrender of US forces to occur during the Civil War. The US reoccupied 
Harpers Ferry after September of 1862 and immediately strengthened fortifications on Maryland 
Heights and Loudoun Heights overlooking the town. In 1864, Harpers Ferry became the base of 
operations for Union General Philip Sheridan’s Shenandoah Valley Campaign.

After the Civil War, the Federal government chose not to reopen the armory at Harpers 
Ferry. As water became less important as a power source for industry in the later 19* century, 
and flooding remained a threat, industries that had previously thrived at Harpers Ferry 
disappeared or relocated elsewhere. The town’s growth slowed and it became a residential area 
known for its scenic beauty. Much of the land surroimding the town was, however, stiU owned by 
the Federal government, and some buildings associated with the armory had not been destroyed.

Reconstruction programs aimed at helping the four million former slaves in the South 
impacted Harpers Ferry in the post-war years. Part of the reconstruction effort throughout the 
South included contributions by northern missionaries, many of whom worked as teachers. Their 
efforts were combined with those of the Freedmen’s Bureau, a Federal agency created to help 
former slaves with the transition to freedom. With its location along transportation systems, its 
dramatic history pertaining abohtionism and the presence of abandoned Federally owned buildings 
associated with the armory. Harpers Ferry became an ideal place to establish a school for former 
slaves. The Freewill Baptists from New England utilized fimds donated by John Storer, a wealthy 
businessman from Maine, and matched by the Freedman’s Bureau and other donations, to 
establish a school. It grew from a missionary school to a normal school for the preparation of 
teachers under the leadership of Nathan Brackett during the period from 1865-1868. By 1869, 
the school, called Storer College, had acquired some of the old armory property and buildings on 
Camp Hill just to the northwest of the town of Harpers Ferry. Storer College hosted such notable 
African American guests as Frederick Douglass and W.E.B. DuBois. The college thrived imtil the 
1954 Supreme Court decision integrating schools led West Virginia officials to assume that there 
was no further need for a college in Harpers Ferry that educated only African Americans.

1) Black Education in the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar area from 1864-1955.

The state of West Virginia was established in 1863, at the height of the Civil War.
Created as a “free-state” out of the northwestern. Unionist counties of Virginia, the new West

3
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Virginia also included the unwilling Secessionist counties of Jefferson and Berkeley. The 1863 
West Virginia Constitution included the establishment of free schools for the education of white 
children. In 1866, the State Legislature established a system of schools for “colored” children in 
sub-districts with at least 30 eligible 6 to 21 year olds. In 1867 the number of eligible children was 
reduced from 30 to 15, thereby providing a better chance for education of blacks in this very rural 
state.* While it is possible that in the western counties schools operated with mixed student 
populations, this did not occur in Jefferson Coimty. In 1872 the West Virginia State Constitution 
was revised to ban officially the education of “white and colored persons...in the same school.”^

Following the Civil War then, as part of general reconstruction efforts, an official system 
for educating blacks in West Virginia was established. In the Eastern Panhandle counties of 
Jefferson and Berkeley, where sentiment toward black education was decidedly negative, success 
seemed unlikely. For several decades after the end of the war, many of the schools for black 
children were run by northern missionaries associated with the American Missionary Association, 
including ones in Winchester, VA and Charles Town, WV. In the Shenandoah Valley, the 
Freewill Baptist Church was assigned to establish its mission.^

In 1864, Miss Florence Mann established the first school in Harpers Ferry for the 
education of blacks. It was an independent missionary school located at the Lockwood House, an 
abandoned government building on Camp Hill. The Lockwood House had been associated with 
the Federal Armory in lower Harpers Ferry that was destroyed by Confederates in 1861. When 
Miss Mann left Harpers Ferry in 1865, Rev. Nathan Brackett, a member of the Freewill Baptist 
Church of Maine, which had taken on the Shenandoah Valley mission, took up the Lockwood 
House school.'* Brackett had been sent to the valley by Silas Curtis, an elder in the church, to 
“see what the prospect is for schools-school rooms...” and had settled on the Harpers Ferry

'state Superintendent of Schools, The History of Education in West Virginia, chapter by Byrd Prillerman, 
“The Growth of the Colored Schools in West Virginia,” Charleston: Tribune Printing Co., 1907, p. 274.

^Ibid., p. 274.

^Bradley D. Nash, Crusade of Brotherhood, manuscript. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Hanging File, Harpers 
Ferry, WV, no date, p. 24.

''Ibid., p. 34.
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location because it was “near the Rail Road and near the border of civilization [northern states].”^ 
This location on the border of southern and northern states was advantageous also because of the 

large number of freed slaves moving through the area requiring a primary education. Of the 19 
students attending Rev. Brackett’s school in 1865, many were believed to be adults.^

The U. S. Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, better known as the 
Freedman’s Bureau, was established in 1865, during reconstruction, to help the displaced and 
uneducated freed slaves. The Bureau, with General 0.0. Howard at its head, played an important 
role in acquiring the four government buildings and land which would eventually make up the 
campus of Storer College. By 1867, the missionary school had added a “Normal School” at the 
insistence of Rev. Brackett, who declared “the best teacher and guide to the Negro was the Negro 
teacher himself”’ The same year, the State of West Virginia granted the school a charter, and 
John Storer, a philanthropist from Maine endowed the school with $10,000 provided that amount 
would be matched and that students would be accepted “without distinction of race or color.”* 
The matehing funds came in the form of $6,000 from the Freedman’s Bureau, and the rest in 
pledges from Freewill Baptist Chmch members.^ In 1868 the U.S. Government granted the four 
former armory buildings, later known as the Lockwood House, Brackett House, Morrell House, 
and Anthony Hall, to the Storer College Trustees. Although Storer’s donation stipulated that the 
school was open to all races, the State of West Virginia in 1872 made it illegal for white and black 
students to be educated together. Storer College admitted only black students.

Storer College operated on an annual appropriation from the State of West Virginia 
(providing a free education for West Virginia students), and an endowment from the Freewill

^Letters, Oct. 20, and Nov. 7, 1865, Silas Curtis and Nathan Brackett, Storer College Collection, Harpers 
Ferry NHP Library, Harper Ferry, WV.

^Alfred Mongin, A College in Secessia The Early Years of Storer College. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, 
Hanging File, Harpers Ferry, WV, p. 1.

’Nash, p. 62.

*Storer College Catalogue, 1869, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

’“Certificate of Incorporation of Storer College,” “Annual Cash Report of Treasurer,” 1867, Storer College 
Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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Baptist Church.Its primary focus as a Normal School produced well-respected black teachers, 
some of whom stayed in the area to teach at the college and at the “colored” schools in Charles 
Town and later Harpers Ferry. Other graduates took the mission to various parts of the country.

The high school curriculum was the only one available in Harpers Ferry for blacks until 
1942 when the high school program was reduced to summers only.” It is unclear how long the 
elementary program continued at Storer College, but by 1887 there was apparently no elementary 
education available for black children in Harpers Ferry. The community seems to have wanted 
separate educational facilities for black children because the Harpers Ferry Sentinel, published on 
Oct. 8, 1887 endorsed “the petition circulating requesting the Board of Education to furnish a 
school at Harpers Ferry for 42 ‘colored’ children who have no school or teacher.” An 1888 issue 
of the Spirit of JefiFerson announced the completion of the new “colored” school.” The 1907 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for the Harpers Ferry District, showed the little school was a frame, 
one story building with shingle roof, on Ridge St., next to the A.M.E. Church and the “Colored” 
Baptist Church.

The school on Ridge St. in Harpers Ferry operated for almost 40 years. The school’s first 
Principal, William B. Evans, was an 1878 graduate of Storer College. Other teachers at the 
school were also Storer graduates, as well as student teachers. The Storer College Catalogue of 
1921-1922 lists “Observation and Practice Teaching” as one of the Normal School courses and 
states, “The Public School furnishes an excellent opportunity for all normal students to do 
practice teaching. Here the everyday problems of teaching are discussed.”” Clearly there was a 

connection between Storer College and the only other school for black children available in 
Harpers Ferry.

'“state Sup. of Schools, chapter by Henry T. McDonald, “Institutions for the Education of Colored Youth, 
Storer College,” p. 266.

"storer College Catalogue 1942-1943, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry,
WV.

'^Harpers Ferry Sentinel. 10/8/1887, Spirit of Jefferson. 3/20/1888, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, 
Harpers Ferry, WV.

WV.
'^Storer College Catalogue 1921-1922, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry,
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The close ties between Storer College and the Harpers Ferry “colored” school continued 
through several building changes for the elementary school. In 1926 the school expanded to the 
basement of the nearby Zion Baptist Church, the two-room frame building no longer sufficient for 
the growing student population. A bond issue for new school buildings in the Harper Ferry 
School District in 1929 included $15,000 for a brick, four-room building with auditorium for 
black children. The bond, as passed by the voters in June 1929, actually only allowed $10,000 for 
the black school, eliminating the auditorium and modem bathrooms. In comparison, the new 
whites-only high school at Bolivar, also approved in the 1929 bond, was provided with $82,000 
for construction, and included not only modem bathrooms but an auditorium and a gymnasium. 
Despite the paltry sum provided for the new black school, an attempt was made at using the 
modem, angular architectural style of the period.''* The new school, called Grand View School, 
was located on Putnam St., and did indeed command a “grand view” of the Potomac River and 
Maryland Heights. The Storer College tmstees were clearly proud of the new building. In the 
1932-1933 college catalogue, a photograph of the Grand View School was included and under 
the Normal School Department course list, a notice reads: “Important-The work in Practice 
Teaching is done at ‘Grand View’ public school, where opportunity for such educational 
laboratory work is modem and excellent.”'*

The Grand View School continued to play a large role in the elementary education 
program at Storer College, especially beginning in 1942, when Storer College began offering full, 
four year, college degrees, including the “Degree of Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education” as 
well as “Elementary Certificates.” The college catalogue for 1942-43 lists imder the college 
faculty, the principal of Grand View School, Clarence T. Napper, a graduate of Storer College, 
and the three other teachers at the school, two of them also Storer graduates, as “Critic Teachers” 
affiliated with the education program. The 1945-1946 catalogue adds teachers from the Page- 
Jackson High School in Charles Town to the list of Critic Teachers, expanding the college ties to 
other local black public schools.

'‘‘Sheila Crane and Bruce J. Noble, Jr., “Grand View School,” unpublished report. Harpers Ferry NHP, 
Harpers Ferry, WV, pp. 1-4.

WV.
‘^Storer College Catalogue 1932-1933, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry,

'*Ibid„ 1942-1943 and 1945-1946.
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In 1946, following the end of World War II, Storer College continued its growth, from a 
simple mission school to four-year college, with an attendance of238 students, including 58 
veterans. This ranked as one of the highest enrollments in the college’s history. By 1953, the 
college physical plant had reached its largest size. In addition to the four original government 
buildings, the college campus had expanded with the construction of Lincoln Hall, built in 1868 
(burned in 1909); Myrtle (Mosher) Hall, 1878; DeWolf Industrial Building, 1891; Curtis Freewill 
Baptist Church, 1892; Lewis W. Anthony Building, 1903; Brackett Hall (replacing the burned 
Lincoln Hall), 1910; Parmelia Eastman Cook Hall, 1940; and a new Science Building, 1940. In 
addition, the “John Brown Fort” was used as a museum on campus and a new gymnasium was 
proposed.'^ The impressive growth was brought to a sudden halt by the 1954 Supreme Court 
decision which ended the practice of segregated schools in the United States. The immediate 
result of the Supreme Court decision was the withdrawal of West Virginia State funds from 
Storer College. By 1956 the college was forced to close its doors due to financial instability.

The black public schools. Grand View in Harpers Ferry, and Page-Jackson High School 
and Eagle Avenue Elementary in Charles Town, were also affected by the 1954 Supreme Court 
decision. From 1954 to 1965 Jefferson Coimty schools were opened to all students using a 
“freedom of choice” plan. According to Millard Bushong, this plan had the appearance of being 
nondiscriminatory, but allowed some schools to continue as all black schools, including Grand 
View and Page-Jackson. When the Federal government insisted that the county comply in 1965, 
the Grand View Elementary School and Page-Jackson High School were closed and the students 
integrated into the local white schools.’*

For ninety years Storer College provided an opportunity for basic and advanced education 
for African Americans in the Shenandoah Valley, one of the oldest such institutions in the United 
States and one of a very few in West Virginia. For the local primary and secondary schools for 
black children, Storer College provided high caliber teaching staffs and support, something 
probably difficult to find in rural West Virginia towns. Along with other well-known colleges and 
universities created for the education of freed black slaves, such as Howard University in 
Washington, D.C., Storer College was an important institution for the advancement of African 
Americans between the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 and the 1954 Supreme Court

•’ibid., 1947-1948.

‘*Millard K. Bushong, Historic Jefferson County. Boyce, VA: Carr Publishing Co., Inc., 1972, p. 385.

8
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decision.

2) Patterns of Community Development in the Post-Civil War Harpers Ferry area, 1865- 
1955.

Nestled at the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers, Harpers Ferry 
developed throughout the late 18“* and early 19* centuries as a thriving commercial, industrial, 
and transportation center for the western region of the mid-Atlantic. The power contained in the 
two rivers attracted the industry. The gap created in the moimtain ranges by the merging rivers 
attracted the railroad, turnpike and canal builders. However, it was the natural beauty of the 
rivers and the mountains combined that kept the people coming back to Harpers Ferry despite 
repeated economic setbacks as the last half of the 19* century turned to the 20* century.

A center of territorial dispute during the Civil War, Harpers Ferry’s main industry, the 
U.S. Government Armory and Arsenal, was looted and destroyed by the Confederate army and 
permanently abandoned by the Federal government. The main transportation artery, the B&O 
Railroad Bridge, was burned and rebuilt six times between 1861 and 1865. The Civil War years 
left Harpers Ferry devastated. In addition to the complete destruction of the U.S. Armory and 
Arsenal in the lower town, the Herr’s Mill complex on Virginius Island was also burned. Houses 
and schools were damaged or destroyed on the hills above without much hope of compensation 
from the government.

Three Harpers Ferry District schoolhouses were destroyed during the war for which 
compensation was not provided until the year 1910.'^ The public school located on Lot 9, Block 
I was reportedly abandoned during the war and demolished by troops, the bricks sold by the 
Ordnance Officer.^*’ The Lockwood House, on Camp Hill, was used by the Rev. N.C. Brackett’s 
Freedman’s mission school in 1865, despite significant war damage. As Mrs. Brackett later 
described it, “the NW [northwest room] had a big hole in the wall but was used for a sleeping

Fanners Almanac. April 23,1910, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

^''philip R. Smith, Jr., Research Report: History of the Public School. The Harpers Ferry Female Seminary. 
Armory Magazine. Camp Hill. Harpers Ferry National Monument, April 2,1959, bound manuscript. Harpers Ferry 
NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV, p. 11.
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room.”^' In an 1867-68 Annual Cash Report, Rev. Brackett recorded spending $808.85 for 
“Repairing Buildings Sc Fencing Lot.”^^ The people of Harpers Ferry had a great deal of 
rebuilding to do, and it would be done largely without the help of the Federal government.

The greatest blow to the Harpers Ferry community came immediately following the war 
when the U.S. Government decided not to rebuild the armory and arsenal which had been the 
main industry for the town for 60 years. In 1868, a Congressional Act authorized the sale of 
Federal government lands at a public auction. The sale not only included the government-owned 
houses and vacant lots located throughout Harpers Ferry, including Camp Hill, but also the 
groimds of the armory and arsenal along the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers and the water 
power rights that went with them. Also for sale was the government ore bank and ferry privilege 
on the Shenandoah River. The armory, arsenal and waterpower rights were sold to Captain F.C. 
Adams, representing the “Harpers Ferry Manufacturing and Water Power Co.” Encouraged by 
the development plans of Capt. Adams, the Harpers Ferry inhabitants also bought up the 
residential lots on the promise of future employment. Adam’s real plan, to sue the B&O Railroad 
Co. for its passage across the armory property, was soon discovered and the bottom fell out of 
Harpers Ferry’s anticipated recovery. All but a few of the government lots, including the Adams 
purchase, were bought on credit and eventually returned to Federal ownership.^^

Several changes which did occur contributed significantly to the recovery of Harpers Ferry 
following the Civil War. First the B&O Railroad constructed the BoUman Bridge, a marvel of 
wrought iron truss construction designed by Wendell Bollman. The new bridge not only allowed 
rail traffic and commerce to continue, it also carried wagon and foot traffic to the C&O Canal and 
turnpike, that provided a connection to the expanding markets of Frederick and Baltimore. The 
second important change which occurred in lower Harpers Ferry, was the sale of the Herr’s Mill 
complex on Virginius Island to the Harpers Ferry Mill Company owned by Jonathon C. Child and 
John A. McCreight, both men fi’om Springfield, Ohio. Converting the former cotton factory to a

^'Louise W. Brackett, Sept. 6,1917, correspondence with H. McDonald, Storer College Collection, Harpers 
Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

Annual Cash Report of Treasurer, 1867-1868, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, 
Harpers Ferry, WV.

23James P. NofFsinger, Harpers Ferry West Virginia. Contributions Towards a Physical History, bound 
manuscript, 1958, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV, pp. 50-52.
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four-story flourmill, they began a new era of water-powered production in Harpers Ferry. The 
1870 flood of the Shenandoah River, while destroying several smaller mills on the island, only 
damaged the millrace of the flourmill. The flourmill recovered and continued to produce until 
damage fi-om the 1889 flood forced the Harpers Ferry Mill Company to close.^'*

The 1870s also saw the development of orchard farming in the Eastern Panhandle of West 
Virginia. Orcharding, especially apples and peaches, had been popular in the northern counties of 
Virginia (later West Virginia) since the beginning of the 19*'' century owing to the mountain soils 

and relatively moderate weather conditions. The first Eastern Panhandle farmer to plant an 
orchard, William Miller, began shipping finit to Baltimore via the railroad in the decade following 
the end of the Civil War.^^ Harpers Ferry area farmers quickly followed Miller’s lead. In the little 
Spring Branch valley west of Bolivar Heights (along the Old Ffimace Road) was the farm of 
Rudolph Rau, known as the “Vineyard Farm.” Clearly Rau was experimenting with the 
cultivation of grapes, but a public sale notice of the personal property of Rudolph Rau in an 1870 
issue of the Virginia Free Press lists a cider mill and a wine press which indicates he was also 
cultivating apples on his farm.^^ Throughout the 1870s and 1880s, the Old Furnace Road 
connected with Potomac Street-extended and would have provided Rau direct access to the 
railroad depot in Harpers Ferry. This farm continued as a commercial orchard well into the 20“* 
century under the names “Shady Hill Orchard” and finally, the “Hillside Fruit Farm.”

On Camp Hill and Bolivar Heights, above the lower town section of Harpers Ferry, other 
changes were taking place that would help to save the devastated Harpers Ferry community. In 
1868, the Freedman’s Mission of the Free Will Baptist Church, located in the Lockwood House, 
would ofBcially become Storer College dedicated to the education of the newly freed African- 
American population. Initially unpopular among local citizens who generally stUl considered 
themselves unreconstructed Virginians, the school was eventually accepted. By 1876, an editorial 
in the Virginia Free Press of Charles Town read, “We doubt if there is a more flourishing school

Dave Gilbert, Where Industry Failed. Water-Powered Mills at Harpers Ferry West Virginia. Pictorial 
Histories Publishing Co., Charleston, WV, 1984, p. 69.

Dr. O.C. Stine, c. 1966, “Apples and West Virginia,” Appalachian Apple Service, Martinsburg, WV, pp. 1-

Virginia Free Press. Oct. 15,1870, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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for education of colored people in the United States. Professor N.C. Brackett deserves credit. 
Discipline is good, education thorough...[It is] now looked upon with favor by the majority of 
people of Jefferson Co. and West Virginia.”^’ The impact that Storer College had on the 
community of Harpers Ferry went beyond racial understanding and education. In an 1887 article 
of the Pioneer Press, the monetary importance of having such an institution in the community was 
revealed, pointing out that in the first year the college spent less than $1,000 but by the year 1887 
that amount had reached $90,000 annually.^* The infusion of such a sum of money favorably 

impacted the economy of a small town like Harpers Ferry.

Summer tourism in Harpers Ferry began to grow as a business in the 1870s and 80s. 
Hotels and boarding houses flourished, enhanced by the convenient location of the railroad and 
turnpike, by the breathtaking scenery and mineral springs, and by the interest of the general public 
in John Brown’s 1859 raid which helped touch off the Civil War. Several hotels in the lower 
town had been established before the war and continued to operate into the post-war era. In the 
1880s the summer boarding boom surged, fueled largely by the Storer College trustees and 
several graduates of the college. Seen as a source of income for the college in the summer 
months, several of the college buildings were opened for “colored” boarders. Some of the 
boarders were students staying in the area and the boarding houses provided shelter and offered 
summer employment to these students. Later some of these campus houses were opened to white 
boarders, igniting a controversy within the Storer College community. The first building opened 
to summer boarding was the Lockwood House, which continued in use in this manner into the 
20*'' century. Other campus buildings used as boarding houses included the Morrell House, later 
known as Sparrow’s Inn (1907) or Shenandoah Inn (1922), Lincoln Hall, Myrtle Hall, and 
Anthony Hall. Finally, around the turn of the century, Lincoln and Anthony Halls were combined 
and called the Summit House. The Summit House accepted both white boarders and, in a 
separate cottage, black boarders.^^

'Virginia Free Press. Oct. 15, 1876, Editorial from Keyser Mountain Echo, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP
Library, Harpers Ferry,WV.

'^^Pioneer Press. May 1887, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1907 and 1922, WVU Archives, Morgantown, WV; The Sneaker, letter to the 
editor by James H. Robinson, c. 1900, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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While the summer boarding experiment at Storer College began as a service for African 
Americans, the establishments eventually began to serve whites. James H. Robinson, who served 
black boarders in the 1870s, described the situation saying, “at the price we had to accept there 
was nothing in it.”^'’ Robinson was the first proprietor of the Lincoln Hall summer boarding 
house, he was an 1878 graduate of Storer College Normal Department and taught school locally. 
In his letter to the editor of The Speaker. Mr. Robinson, himself an African American, questioned 
fellow black members of the commimity in their opposition to the Storer College trustees’ 
decision to accept white boarders in college buildings dedicated to black education. “Because the 
Yankees have given us a school and are maintaining it must they also maintain a summer resort 
for us7’^' The reality of summer boarding in Harpers Ferry was that the summer tourists with the 
money were white. Black proprietors, of whom there were as many as sk both on and off the 
Storer College campus, could not afford to limit themselves to serving black customers only.

A Storer College graduate also operated the most well known Harpers Ferry summer 
establishment. The Hilltop House. Thomas S. Lovett graduated in 1876 and probably began his 
career operating one of the houses on campus. A May 7, 1889 Spirit of Jefferson announcement 
notes that “Tom Lovett is fencing the Magazine Hill lot and is about to build. He had been a 
pioneer in entertaining summer guests and deserves success.” The same issue goes on to say that 
a Mr. Vail was building a hotel on Bolivar Heights and a Mrs. Kolb from Washington D.C. had 
rented the Morrell House for the summer, indicating the summer tourist business was growing in 
1889.^^ The Hilltop House was destroyed by fire and rebuilt by the Lovett family. It became a 
favorite summer destination for the well known, including President Woodrow Wilson and writer 
Mark Twain and continues today as a popular resort hotel.^^ President William Clinton and Vice 
President A1 Gore enjoyed lunch there during an Earth Day visit to Harpers Ferry on April 22, 
1998.

The Speaker, letter to the editor by James H. Robinson, c. 1900, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry 
NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

^'ibid.

^^Spirit of Jefferson. May 7, 1889, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

^^National Register Nomination, “Harpers Ferry Historic District, Jefferson County, WV,” Item 8, Page 3.
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Further evidence of the continued tourism boom in and around Harpers Ferry was the 
1889 construction of “Green’s Mountain House,” later known as the “Hotel Shenandoah,” on 
Loudoun Heights. George Green’s resort hotel had a capacity of250 guests and touted an 
“abundance of water flowing from Natural Mineral Springs....”^'* Mr. Green’s grand investment 
was perhaps inspired by the 1882 construction of the toll bridge over the Shenandoah River that 
provided ready access to his mountain land. An 1889 improvement by the B&O Railroad, the 
passenger depot on the point at Harpers Ferry was surely a boon to the various hotels and 
boarding houses in the area as well.

In 1884 the Federal government again put up for sale its holdings at Harpers Ferry. This 
time the armory grounds on both the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers, as well as the water rights, 
were purchased by Thomas H. Savery for the purpose of establishing The Shenandoah Pulp 
Company on Virginius Island in 1888 and the Harpers Ferry Paper Company on the foundations 
of the old armory rolling mill along the Potomac River in 1890. This new industry promised 
better days for the struggling community. For the Harpers Ferry Mill Company’s flour mill, 
however, the new Shenandoah Pulp Mill signified the end. The river dam constructed to divert 
water to the pulp mill, drew water away fi-om the flour mill’s operations and the reduction of 
water power coupled with the damages sustained during the flood of 1889 probably influenced 
the decision not to reopen the flour mill following the flood.^^ This also occurred at a time when 

eastern flourmills were succumbing to competition fi-om large facilities in the Midwest.

The new milling businesses of Savory and Co. encouraged a community struggling to 
reinvent its industrial base. Joseph Barry expressed the sentiment in his book The Strange Story of 
Harper’s Ferry, written several years after the opening of the Savory and Co. mills. “The new 
firm-Savory and Co.- are evidently good business men, and it would appear as if they had come to 
stay, and give a start to a new Harpers Ferry.” Such enthusiasm, however, was probably not 
well placed. The two Savory and Co. mills were never large employers and workers were not 
highly paid. Built during a rapid expansion of the pulp and paper mill industry, the mills at

^''Susan E. Winter and Dennis E. Frye, Loudoun Heights. Archeological & Historical Resources Study. 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 1992, p. 84, quotation from 1898 newspaper advertisement.

^^Gilbert, pp. 69-72.

^^Joseph Barry, The Strange Story of Harper’s Ferry. The Shepherdstown Register, Shepherdstown WV, 1979 
(first printing 1903), p. 173.
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Harpers Ferry produced financial hardship for their owner due to plummeting paper prices.
Despite their inability to make money and another flood in 1924, the mills operated for more than 
40 years. Finally, in 1925 the Harpers Ferry Paper Company mill sustained extensive damage 
from a fire. The Harpers Ferry Power and Light Co., which had been sharing the building with 
the paper mill, rebuilt the building and operated for another 75 years. In 1935, the Shenandoah 
Pulp Company null, heavily in debt, simply closed. Still, in the expansive atmosphere of 
Harpers Ferry in the 1890s, the establishment of the pulp and paper nulls was a sign of good times 
ahead.

Another development in Harpers Ferry in the 1890s was the advent of the brewing and 
bottling industry. As early as 1890, the Spirit of Jefferson newspaper ran an advertisement for the 
“J.C. McGraw Beer Bottling and ginger ale business” in Harpers Ferry.^* By 1895 the Harpers 
Ferry Brewing Co. was established on Market St. in lower town. Operating under a succession of 
names, the beer-brewing component ended as the Jefferson Brewing Co. in 1913. Following the 
establishment of prohibition laws in 1914 in West Virginia, the facility became the Harpers Ferry 
Bottling Works and remained at the Market St. location as late as 1933.^’ However, flooding of 

the Shenandoah in 1924 and 1936 proved damaging and finally fatal for the bottling company. 
Every industry located on the riverbanks in lower Harpers Ferry eventually suffered the same fate.

A more permanent development in lower town Harpers Ferry, completed in 1894, was the 
total realignment of the B&O Railroad Potomac River crossing. The railroad company not only 
constructed a new steel truss bridge, but also blasted a tunnel through Maryland Heights and 
moved the tracks along the river farther inland across the old armory grounds. These actions 
displaced the old armory firehouse known as John Brown’s Fort and altered the historical 
configuration of the armory grounds. The ‘Fort’ was sold and dismantled, begiiming a journey 
which would include the dismantling and reconstruction of the building several more times before 
its return to lower town Harpers Ferry in 1968."“ In 1909, the building was reconstructed on the

^Gilbert, pp. 72-75; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1907,1922,1933.

■30

Spirit of Jefferson. 1890, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

39Donald Bull, Manfred Friedrich, and Robert Gottschalk, American Breweries. Bullworks, Trumball, CT, 
1984, p. 314; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1907,1922,1933, WVU Archives, Morgantown, WV.

40See National Register Nomination Form, “Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,” the Musket Factory Fire 
Engine House, Musket Factory Bldg. No. 1, Park Bldg. No. 63, Item 7, Page 19.
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Storer College campus and remained there as the John Brown Museum until the National Park 
Service purchased the campus in 1960.

Much had happened in the Harpers Ferry community throughout the 1880s and 1890s 
and into the first decades of the 20**' century, but repeated flooding of the Potomac and 
Shenandoah Rivers in 1870,1889,1924, and 1936, had taken its toll on the attempts to revive 
the economic base. The 1936 flood destroyed the highway bridges crossing both rivers. Neither 
was replaced imtil 10 years later when they were relocated as part of the Route 340 by-pass of 
Harper Ferry. By all accounts, lower town Harpers Ferry was a ghost town following the 1936 
flood, the most devastating flood ever recorded in Harpers Ferry. Tourists, however, attracted 
by the very rivers that repeatedly ravaged the town’s industries, appeared to be the only industry 
capable of sustaining itself in the difiBcult Harpers Ferry environment. The Hilltop House, which 
is still operating today, was a popular vacation spot for the wealthy and famous of the 1920s and 
30s. The continued success of Storer College also infused money, and culture, into the Harpers 
Ferry community. Despite the difficulties the lower town of Harpers Ferry experienced, the 
surrounding areas of Camp Hill and Bolivar Heights continued to grow, with new houses and 
schools pointing to the fiiture.

Beginning around 1936, an idea for the future of Harpers Ferry began to take shape. Dr. 
Henry T. McDonald, then President of Storer College, led an informal committee of citizens 
interested in developing Harpers Ferry, Maryland Heights, and Loudoun Heights as a National 
Historic Site. With the help of local Congressmen, especially Jennings Randolph of West 
Virginia, an official committee was formed in 1938. This committee was described “as a type of 
‘Tri-State National Historic Site Authority which could function in all three States in the way of 
procuring the property and paving the way for turning it over to the NPS.”^‘ In 1944, Congress 
passed Bill H.R. 3524 “to provide for the establishment of the Harpers Ferry National 
Monument,” but without an appropriation to finance the park. It was not until 1951 that 
Congress passed a Harpers Ferry National Monument appropriations bill and the rejuvenation of 
Harpers Ferry would begin.'*^

^‘vtartinsburg Journal. Feb. 18,1938, “Tri-State Group Moves For Harper Ferry Historic Site,” from the 
papers of Henry T. McDonald, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

^^Henry T. McDonald Papers, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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Today, Harpers Ferry is sustained not only by the presence of the National Park, which 
attracts thousands of tourists every year, but also by the growing popularity of the area as a 
bedroom community. With its scenic beauty and ready access to the highway leading to the 
metropolitan areas of Washington, D.C. and Baltimore, Harpers Ferry, Bolivar Heights, and 
Jefferson Co. in general, have become part of the expansion of the metro area. The associated 
growth is putting pressure on the development of farmland outside of Harpers Ferry and making 
the presence of the National Park at Harpers Ferry all the more important for the preservation of 
not only the history of the area, but of its scenic beauty as well.

F. Associated Property Types

The resources being addressed in this nomination are within the already-listed Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park Historic District listed in the National Register in 1981. This 
updated nomination addresses new contexts developed for the park and properties within the 
park boundaries acquired by the park since 1981. This revised documentation form will also 
create a mechanism for evaluation of properties added in the future.

Property types found in Harpers Ferry National Historical Park include:
1. African American Schools (Black Education Context)
2. Rail-related resources (Transportation Context)
3. Farms, residential and community resources (Community Development, 1865- 

1955 Context)
4. Industrial resources (Industrial Development of Water Power Context)
5. Military sites (Harpers Ferry in the Civil War Context)

African American Schools will reflect the theme of Black Education in Harpers Ferry 
from 1864 to 1955. Schools included in this property will have been constructed for or used by 
African Americans for educational purposes at some point in their history. In the Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park, there are two African American schools. Grand View School and 
Storer College. In addition, the Lockwood house, a former armory building was used as an 
independent missionary school in 1864. These properties may be either individual buildings or 
districts, such as the Storer College campus.

These educational resources will exhibit associative characteristics linking them to the 
education of African Americans. They may either have been constructed new to accommodate 
their function as educational facilities, or they may be buildings that were in existence previously
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and were utilized later as educational facilities. In this case, the properties may also have 
architectural or associative physical features important to other historical contexts in Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park.

In order to be eligible for listing within the context of African American Education, these 
properties must retain visual integrity to the period of significance. For school buildings, 
character-defining features need to remain intact. These features might include floor plan with 
corridors and classrooms, black boards, woodwork and trim and window placement reflective of 
an educational setting. With the schools designed exclusively for African Americans, the 
facilities might be expected to be fairly modest with a minimum of embellishments.

These properties will be significant under National Register Criterion A for their 
association with educational developments for African Americans. There may be associations 
with Federally mandated reconstruction programs and in general the period of significance for 
these resources will end with the 1954 Supreme Court decision ending the practice of segregated 
schooling in the United States.

Rail-related resources are those which are historically associated with the transportation 
history in Harpers Ferry. Harpers Ferry was an important river crossing site since the 18*'' 
century, and one which was utilized early by the B & O railroad as it crossed from Maryland into 
Virginia to avoid rights-of-way already in possession of the C & O canal. Eligible resources 
might be bridges, bridge piers and/or abutments, remnants of destroyed bridges, 
passenger/freight stations rail routes and grades. These resources will display clear associations 
with rail transport, even if in ruined condition. Currently, a number of significant rail resources, 
while located within the park’s boundaries, are privately owned and operated as part of active 
rail transport systems. In order to be eligible m this multiple property documentation, rail 
resources must be park-owned in addition to being within the park’s boundaries.

The location of Harpers Ferry at the merge point of two rivers makes the place prone to 
flood damage. Occasional floods are indeed part of the history of Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park, and therefore the visible impact of floods is an important character defining 
feature for some resources. For Harpers Ferry National Historical Park’s rail related resources, 
bridges or railroad beds near the river are particularly vulnerable to flood damage. Since the 
potential for damage is so high in this environment, flood damaged resources are eligible despite 
loss of integrity from their original appearance.
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Harpers Ferry’s strategic location for military purposes also made the town and its rail 
resources vulnerable to destruction during the Civil War. Remnants of destroyed rail resources 
are to be considered eligible because of their associations with both transportation and Civil War 
themes. Since some of these properties may have been actively used prior to park acquisition, 
alterations and modernizations probably have occurred. These changes will not prevent a 
property from being listed because they depict the ongoing transportation function of the 

property.

Rail related properties in Harpers Ferry National Historical Park will meet National 
Register Criterion A for their associations with the development of Harpers Ferry, and their role 
in the Civil War and industrial history of the town. The historical context for these resources is 
discussed in the 1981 National Register Nomination form for Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park. To be eligible, properties must substantially retain integrity and association with particular 
historical events, trends or actions.

Farms, residential and community resources. 1865-1955 is a property type that covers 
most of the resources added to the park since the original nomination was prepared in 1981. 
Resources in this property type include hillside farms, houses and community facilities like 
schools, which reflect the growth and development of Harpers Ferry after the Civil War. Despite 
the loss of its primary industry during the war, increased tourism associated with the scenic 
attributes of Harpers Ferry, war related incidents, and eventually the development of the National 
Historical Park, attracted new residents and increased the need for community facilities to 
accommodate them. Also the growth of dairy and fixiit fanning in the surrounding countryside, 
encouraged by improved rail transportation centered in Harpers Ferry, marked a transition from 
the 18‘'’ and 19**' century pattern of grain farming.

Properties from this theme and type will follow architectural styles and construction 
techniques from the late 19*'’ and early 20*'' centuries. Lightweight frame construction will 
dominate, followed by brick for the more substantial buildings. There will be frequent use of 
mill-produced sidings and machined finishes and trims. Farm buildings will reflect the 
agricultural use of farm buildings for dairy purposes or orchards. Thus, typical components for 
farmsteads will be dairy bams, milk houses, livestock sheds, and pastureland. Orchard properties 
will have fewer buildings limited to equipment sheds and fruit packing or storage buildings.

Members of this property type could be eligible under National Register Criterion A for 
their historical associations, or Criterion C for architectural significance, or both. Potentially,
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these properties could also meet Criterion B, if associated with the life of an important person in 
the history of Harpers Ferry. In order to be eligible, properties must retain visual integrity with 
most of their exterior architectural features and landscape elements intact so that the historical 
associations are easily recognizable.

Industrial resources are important to Harpers Ferry’s history and are therefore considered 
to be one of the property types. The “Industrial Development of Water Power” context is 
located in the original 1981 nomination and will form the basis for evaluation of this property 
type. Properties might be buildings, structures or sites, depending on the resource. Sites 
associated with the armory in Harpers Ferry would be among this property type. The 
hydroelectric power plant along the Potomac River and the B & O Railroad represents this 
property type. It is also on the site of earlier industrial buildings, jSrst an armory building and 
then a pulp mill. This layering of historical uses of a property is acceptable and enhances the 
historic character of a property. Other industrial resources include structures foimd on the face 
of Maryland Heights, remnants of charcoal hearths from the iron industry at Antietam Furnace. 
Charcoal was produced at sites on the mountainside with rings of stone enclosing an area where 
wood was piled and burned under cover to create charcoal. Some of these rings are recorded in 
the archaeological study of Maryland Heights by Susan W. and Dennis E. Frye and included by 
reference in the nominated area.

Industrial resources should retain recognizable components to indicate their function and 
association with the industrial history in Harpers Ferry National Park. Layering of industrial uses 
and functions is permissible since the evolution of industry in Harpers Ferry is part of its history. 
Many of these properties were water-powered and related components will include raceways, 
gateways, and other elements associated with water-powered industry. However, the necessity 
of placing these industries close to water also makes them vulnerable to flooding. The cycles of 
flooding are historically significant to the industrial development and decline of Harpers Ferry. 
Thus, industrial sites that have been compromised by flood damage may still be eligible, if 
enough remains either archaeologicaUy or architecturally to convey the essence of the property.

This property type may be eligible under National Register Criteria A, C, and/or D.

Military sites are a property type that can be found as buildings, sites, structures or 
archeological features. The historic context by which this property type is evaluated is found in 
the 1981 National Register Nomination document, and expanded by subsequent studies and 
publications, such as the National Park Service archaeological and historical reports on Maryland

20
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Heights and Loudoun Heights. Recently acquired by the park is the Spur Battery, a defensive 
site located on a projecting arm or spur on the west face of Maryland Heights. In addition to the 
battery are defensive sites, fortifications and earthworks, and encampment sites. These are 
described and mapped in the above-mentioned reports and included in the nominated area by 
reference. Military sites wUl meet National Register Criteria A, C, or D. Some could meet 
criterion B if specifically associated with a prominent military figure. Criterion C would apply 
only to military sites that were buildings or structures. In general, these places must retain 
integrity of setting to convey as closely as possible the essence of the site at the time of the Civil 
War. Some recognizable components have to be present, and for archaeological sites there must 
be some sort of assessment or evaluation of the property.

G. Geographical Data

This multiple property documentation listing covers the area within the boundaries of the 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. However, to be excluded in this submission is the 
“Short Hill” area in Loudoun County, Virginia. This rugged, moimtainous area of the park has 
never been surveyed for historic and archaeological resources, and no known associations with 
the historic themes identified for Harpers Ferry National Park exist. Otherwise the nomination 
includes park property on Maryland Heights in Washington County, Maryland, and in Jefferson 
County, West Virginia, as described and mapped for the original 1981 National Register 
nomination. The boundaries for these nominated areas follow the current National Park Service 
boundaries and are the same as those already listed.

H. Summary Identification and Evaluation Methods

The recordation of historic resources in Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is 
complicated by the location of the park, with lands in three states encircling private property in 
the towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar. In addition to the National Park’s nomination, which 
was listed in 1981, the town of Harpers Ferry has its own National Register Historic District that 
was listed in October of 1979. Also, the Potomac River crossings including the present railroad 
bridge, piers and abutments for the earlier Bollman truss bridge and the railroad tunnel, all in 
Maryland, were listed in the National Register in that state in 1978. This Maryland nomination, 
however, appears to also include the B & O Railroad station in Harpers Ferry. In 1992, the piers 
for the Bollman truss bridge included in the Maryland nomination were acquired by the Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park and are therefore subject to the scope of this multiple property 
documentation effort to add them to the park’s nomination. In December of 1998, a National
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Register nomination was prepared by the National Park Service for the “Harpers Ferry 
Archaeological District,” but it is not yet listed. All of these documents are incorporated into this 
multiple property submission by reference.

One of the tasks in this project is to include in the narrative of the multiple property 
documentation form for the park an acknowledgement and summary of what is included in the 
older nominations. One of the first efforts in the preliminary research phase of the multiple 
property documentation project was to locate and review all of the existing nominations, checking 
for areas of overlap and also to see what additional contexts might need to be developed to 
accommodate the recently acquired properties. This was a major focus of the initial research 
effort. Also part of the initial research effort was a preliminary site visit to view the properties to 
be added to the nominated area.

Historic contexts addressed in the original nomination were 1) the development of Harpers 
Ferry as a transportation/communication link; 2) Industrial development of Water Power; and 3) 
Harpers Ferry in the Civil War. For this multiple property documentation effort the two 
additional contexts in Section E were developed. The 11 properties acquired by the National 
Park Service since 1980 are evaluated within one or more of those contexts and assessed on how 
well they relate to the context(s).

All other properties in the original nomination are retained as fisted unless specifically 
removed. The Short Hill section of the Park located in Loudoun County, Virginia, was not 
specifically included in this nomination. Although no historic resources are presently known to 
exist there, the possibility remains that survey work will be conducted there in connection with 
fiiture National Register work..
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OMB No. 10024-0018

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and disniaKT'^ee instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable." For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word process, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Nisvyamer Tract (preferred)

Other names Sherwood Property_______

2. Location

street & number Chestnut Hill Road

city or town Harpers Ferry

□ not for publication 

_______  I3 vicinity

state West Virginia code WV county Jefferson code 037 zip code 25425

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nomination □ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does 
not meet the NaBonal Register cq^a. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ 
See continuation shgetjor additi^al comments).

Sl^nituMrtSrcedl^ng office/Title

National Park Service

‘O/

state or Federal agency and bureau

ZI
In my opii^^, the property □

ire of certifying office/Title

the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional comments).

Date ^1
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification /■

I hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□ ifemoved from the National Register. j 4 • J - /)
Mother (explain): OJUiJu/tK ^<4-

Date of Actionre of the



Niswamer Tract Jefferson County, West Virginia
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many tjoxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

□ Private
□ public-local
□ Public-State 
K public-Federal

□ Building(s)
□ District 
M Site
□ Structure
□ Object

Contributing

1

Noncontributing
________ 1______  buildings
_______________  sites
_______________  structures
_______________  objects

Total1

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if properly is not part of a multiple property listing)

number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Defense/military facility Landscape/park

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A foundation
walls

roof
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Physical Description:

The 126 acre Sherwood Property is located on the west side of Chestnut Hill Road, on the 
western face of Loudoun Heights in Jefferson Co., West Virginia. The buildings associated with 
the Sherwood Property, also known as the Niswamer Tract, are in an extreme state of decay. 
Vacant since 1979, the buildings have become so overgrown with vegetation they are difiScult to 
observe. The property is now nearly impenetrable with the growth of young deciduous trees and 
undergrowth. Only the house remains standing along with remnants of outbuildings. The 
property once included a bam, springhouse and a collection of domestic and agricultural 
outbuildings, as identified in The Loudoun Heights Archaeological and Historical Resources 
Study, 1992.

The house is a two story, three bay light weight frame building covered with asbestos 
shingle siding. It has a central entrance with windows on either side, and only two windows at 
the second story level, following a late 19**'-early 20* century vernacular form. A porch 
supported by large square posts extends across the front. The house is L-shaped with a shed 
extension attached at the rear.



Niswamer Tract Jefferson County, West Virginia
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more txwes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

K A Property is associated with events that have made a 
Significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
Significant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more confnuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Military ____________

Period of Significance

1861-1862

Significant Dates

September 12-15, 1862

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the Natbnal Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:
□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance:

The Niswamer Tract (Sherwood Property) is significant under National Register 
Criterion A for its documented association with Civil War encampments. Through 1861 and 
1862, Loudoun Heights was occupied variously by elements of both the Confederate and Union 
armies. Artillery placed by Confederate Gen. T. J. Jackson on the western plateau occupied by 
the Niswamer farm, helped bring about the much needed surrender of the Union troops at 
Harpers Ferry on September 15,1862. The XII Corps, 2“** Division of the United States Army of 
the Potomac encamped at that same location, from late September to the end of October 1862.
In 1992, the National Park Service conducted an above-ground survey of the documented sites 
on Loudoun Heights. In their report, Loudoun Heights Archeological & Historical Resources 
Study. Susan E. Winter and Dennis E. Frye state: “Although the Nisewamer [sic] farm served as 
an encampment area, no apparent Civil War features were located at this site.”' It is important to 
note, however, that this was an above-ground survey and that information may be available 
below the surface. Features relating to the domestic occupation of the site were found during the 
1992 archeological survey, including various foimdations and building remnants.

Resource History

The Niswamer Tract played a significant role in the story of agricultural and economic 
development of the Harpers Ferry area. While most of the buildings associated with the 18*'' and 
19*'' century occupation of the site are in mins, documentary evidence of the colorful history of 
the site is recorded in the “Domestic Occupation on Loudoun Heights” chapter of the above 
mentioned report by Winter and Frye.^

Beginning in 1818, Catherine Niswamer purchased the 151 acre tract, located on a 
plateau on the west side of Loudoun Heights, from Lord Fairfax. Catherine’s son John received 
title to the property, which he had occupied for ten years, in 1828. Following John’s death in 
1833, the farm passed on to his wife, Catherine, and their children. Widow Catherine, her seven 
older children, and an unspecified number of yoimger children, continued to live and work on the 
hillside farm. An 1850 tax assessment of $6,280, apparently much higher than the value 
assessed on nearby farms, indicated the Niswamer farm to a remarkably successful one.
Perhaps the farm’s location on the western plateau of the mountain gave a climatic advantage. A 
letter from Brigadier General John W. Geary while encamped on the Niswamer farm in 1862 
described the site as a “pleasant position... in the midst of a beautiful orchard ...

'Susan E. Winter and Dennis E. Frye, Loudoun Heights Archeological & Historical Resources Study. 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 1992, p. 70; domestic features recorded on pp. 196-198.

^Ibid, pp. 79-88.
^Winter and Frye, p. 24.
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Experimentation with the cultivation of apples had begun in the western counties of Virginia 
(West Virginia after 1863) in the late 1S**" century. In the Eastern Panhandle county of Jefferson, 
local farmer William Miller, located northwest of Harpers Ferry along the B & O Railroad line, 
had begun cultivating apples and peaches as early as 1850, and by the 1870s was transporting his 
produce to Baltimore by rail.'* It is possible that the Niswamer family was also experimenting 
early with the cultivation of fiuit for markets. Following the 1879 purchase of 121 acres of the 
Niswamer tract by George W. Green, the farm became known as the “Fmit Hill Farm” indicating 
its function as an orchard farm.

The Green ownership would eventually lead to a completely new employment of the 
pleasant plateau on the western cliffs above the Shenandoah River. An 1889 advertisement in 
the Virginia Free Press, by Charles G. Green, who had purchased the property in 1887 from 
George Green, described plans for a large hotel to be constmcted on the property overlooking the 
river.’ Summer tourism in the Harpers Ferry area began to grow as a business in the 1870s and 
80s. Hotels and boarding houses flourished, enhanced by the convenient location of the railroad 
and turnpike, by the breathtaking scenery and mineral springs, and by the interest of the general 
pubhc in John Brown’s 1859 raid, which helped touch off the Civil War. The Green family’s 
grand investment was perhaps also inspired by the 1882 constmction of the toll bridge over the 
Shenandoah River, providing ready access to their mountain land. Constmction of “Green’s 
Mountain House” on Loudoun Heights was not actually completed until 1891 when the property 
had returned to the ownership of George W. Green. Tax assessments for the property rose from 
$960 in 1890 to $5,100 in 1891. George Green’s resort hotel had a capacity of 250 guests and 
touted an “abundance of water flowing from Natural Mineral Springs,” for which he took out 
three mortgages totaling $6,000.® By 1898, G. W. Green was broke, his “Mountain House” 
advertised for pubhc sale. In 1899 the hotel was sold to Charles Roach and renamed the “Hotel 
Shenandoah.” In 1902 the entire stmcture burned to the ground and was never rebuilt.^

Charles Roach sold his apparently abandoned property to Wilham Daily in the year 1910. 
Tax assessments for that year of a mere $70 for improvements on the property indicate that

‘‘Dr. O.C. Stine, “Apples and West Virginia,” Appalachian Apple Service, Martinsburg, WV, c. 
1966, pp. 1-2.

’Winter and Frye, p. 84.

®Ibid, p. 84, quotation from 1898 newspaper advertisement.

Tbid, p. 85; archeological investigations found no above-ground evidence of the hotel 
foundation, however the Spring Box (Feature DS1-F2) is thought to be from the hotel period, see p. 126.



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8^)

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Section 8 Page 4

Niswamer Tract
Name of Property 

Jefferson County, West Virginia
County and State

nothing had been constructed since the hotel fire. The property was sold to David J. Howell in 
1912, when assessments on improvements rose to $250 indicating the possible construction of a 
modest dwelling, probably the house still standing today but in an advanced state of decay. It is 
likely the land was returned to agricultural use at this time. Improvements were also noted in 
1932 under the ownership of George and Mittie Staubs. In 1955 the farm was purchased by the 
Sherwood family firom Mary Marquette. The Sherwoods held the farm until 1979 when it was 
purchased by the National Park Service.*

The use of the Niswamer farm during the Civil War for encampment and artillery 
emplacements has also been documented in the 1992 Loudoun Heights Archeological & 
Historical Report.^ September through November 1862 saw the most significant occupation of 
Loudoun Heights throughout the Civil War. The Niswamer farm was used for the placement of 
Confederate artillery on the final day of the September 12-15,1862 Siege of Harpers Ferry, and 
for Union encampments following the retreat of the Confederate Army several days later.

Loudoun Heights, prior to 1863, was located in the Secessionist State of Virginia. In the 
Spring of 1861 the Heights were first occupied by Confederate troops under the command of 
Colonel Thomas J. Jackson. Jackson began the initial efforts to fortify Loudoun Heights, 
however, these fortifications, consisting of three blockhouses on the ridge of the Heights, were 
never completed. The Heights were occupied both by Confederate troops and Union troops, on 
and off, through 1861 and into 1862. No one seemed to think the Loudoun Heights to be of 
particular strategic importance because of their low elevation compared to Maryland Heights. 
General T. J. “Stonewall” Jackson (formerly Colonel), now commanding the Confederate attack 
on Harpers Ferry, knew the virtues of Loudoun Heights. On the evening of September 14**’ 
Jackson ordered four batteries of Stapleton Cmtchfield’s artillery, located on the School House 
Ridge, to the western plateau of the Niswamer farm on Loudoun Heights, to support an infantry 
attack on the Union left on the morning of September 15**’. Jackson’s plan brought a quick 
surrender of the 12,500 Union soldiers at Harpers Ferry, without which, Jackson, Hill, and 
Walker would not have been able to move quickly to Sharpsburg, Maryland to save Lee fi-om 
total disaster on September 17**’, 1862.

As the Confederate Army retreated up the Shenandoah Valley following their defeat at 
Antietam, Union troops once again occupied Loudoun Heights. Beginning around September 
23, 1862, the 2"** Division, XII Corps, commanded by Brig. Gen. John W. Geary became familiar 
with the difficulties of life on the Heights. The one bright spot appeared to be the Niswamer 
farm. In an October 10, 1862 letter to his wife, Gea Geary described his new head quarters, .. 
I now find myself esconsed [sic] in the midst of a beautiful orchard, with a full bird’s eye view of

*Winter and Frye, p. 88. 
’Ibid., pp. 16-36.
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all the surrounding encampments.”*® Other descriptions, from men assigned to Knap’s Battery, 
were cited by Winter and Frye in their 1992 documentation to pinpoint the encampment. Knap’s 
Battery was reportedly relocated near the camp quarters of Gen. Geary. The men described the 
site “on a pretty level spot, about halfway up the moimtain” and overlooking the towns of 
Harpers Ferry and Bolivar. Winter and Frye concluded: “As the Niswamer farm is the only level 
area halfway up Loudoun Heights on the west side of the mountain, these descriptions, along 
with the orchard mentioned by General Geary, identify Niswamers as a primary encampment 
area.”"

Beginning aroimd October 28, 1862, the mountain weary troops under General Geary 
were moved to Bolivar Heights. Only pickets remained on the ridge and western slopes of 
Loudoun Heights. Winter encampments were constructed on the eastern base of the mountain, 
leaving the Niswamer farm encampment all but abandoned. As fortifications and battery 
placements on Maryland Heights were improved in the summer of 1863, the defense of Loudmm 
Heights became less necessary, and its occupation by troops essentially ended.

Resource Evaluation

The Niswamer Tract (Sherwood Property) is part of the Multiple Property 
Documentation Form “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” The 
property is significant as a Military Site Property Type, in the context of Harpers Ferry in the 
Civil War, as a contributing element to the landscape of the Loudoun Heights defenses and 
encampments. A 1992 archeological and historical survey has established documentary evidence 
of Union encampments and artillery emplacements on the Niswamer Tract. Further, below
ground investigation has the potential to yield important information concerning the more 
temporary encampment pattern described on the Sherwood Property. Buildings and foimdation 
remnants associated with the domestic occupation of the Sherwood Property are in a severe state 
of decay. The farm tract has returned to its original wild state to a point where it is no longer 
recognizable as a farm. The wild growth and the extreme decay of the buildings results in a lack 
of integrity of the site to its historic use as a farm and hotel resort.

*®Ibid., p. 24. 
"Ibid., pp. 24-25.
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Newspaper Microfilm Collection, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, 
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Stine, Dr. O. C., “Apples and West Virginia,” Appalachian Apple Service, Martinsburg, WV, c. 
1966.

Winter, Susan E., and Dennis E. Frye, Loudoun Heights Archeological & Historical Resources 
Study. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 1992.



Niswamer Tract
Name of Property

Jefferson County, West Virginia
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 126.87

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 1I8 I l2 l6 13l5 17 11 
Zone Easting

111 6.3 6,6^

4 |3 5 [5 6 18 19
North
4,3

ng
8,6,6

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

3 ll 18 I2 I6 12 19 14 ll 
Zone Easting

6,2

^ See continuation sheet

4 13 Is 14 lO 15 |3 
Northing

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith Wallace, Research Associate 

organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. date 6/99

street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 
city or town Hagerstown___________ state Maryland

Telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed forni:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
Street & number PO Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV

Telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 eL seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Niswamer Tract
Name of Property

Jefferson County, West Virginia
County and State

Verbal Boundary Description:

The property is described by the boundaries of Harpers Ferry District Tax Map #8, Parcel 
16. Bounded on the east by Chestnut Hill Road and on the west by the Shenandoah River, and 
on the north and south by properties owned by the National Park Service, containing 126.87 

acres.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary follows the historic boundaries of the Niswamer Tract following the 1855 
sale of the westernmost 30 acres to William C. House (seen as Parcels 3.1 and 3.2 on HFD Tax 
Map #8).
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service
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RECEIVED 2280

JUN 2 22001
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. S 
Register of Historic Pieces Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instmctions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a^ Use a typewriter, word process, or computer, to complete all items.

Jfcfef the A itional 
itering 

rfiHect iral

1. Name of Property

historic name 

other names

Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site (preferred)

Prospect Hill Farm; The Vin^^d Farm; The Homeplace; Hillside Fruit Farm; Civil War Trust Property

2. Location

street & number Bloomery Road (Secondary Route 27)  □ not for publication

city or town Harpers Ferry K vicinity 

state WV (Dode WV county JeflFerson code 037 zip code 25425

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

of certifying officeVTitle

State or Federal agency and bureau

□ ^oes not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See contini^on

-A>^'jl-V>shpc> jL/p-fc/o
sheet for additional comments).

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nomination □ 
request for detennination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does 
not meet the Natiori^^^eyiStGl enteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ 
See continuation st^ for addijjonal comments).

Signitur^ certif^ng office/Title Date

National Park Service
state or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

I hereby, certify that this property is;
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□ removed from the National Register^ 
D'other (explain):

nature of Date.of Actioo



Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site 
Name of Property

Jefferson County, WV
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many txsoes as apply)

□ Private
□ public-local
□ public-state 
^ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

□ building(s)
□ District 
K Site
□ Structure
□ Object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter “N/A" if property is not p»t of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing

1

Noncontributing
________4______ Buildings
_______________  Sites
_______________  Structures
_______________  Objects

4 Total

number of contributing resource previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Defense/battle site
Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural field

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Landscape/park

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls

roof
other

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)



Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site 
Name of Property

Jefferson County, WV
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicabie National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more txjxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the bo)»s that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Military________________

Period of Significance

1862

Significant Dates

September 15, 1862

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously detennined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:
□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:



Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site 
Name of Property

Jefferson County, WV
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 56.07
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 1 |8 
Zone

1 18

6 |2 1|3 |3
Easting

6 II

4 13 15 16 14 15 16 
Northing

5 19 15 4 I ^ 5 IR 7 l9 \A

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

118 6 II 2 1114
Zone

ill
Easting
2 I 6 11 6|3|0

^ See continuation sheet

4 I 3 5 15 8 II 16
Northing

7|1|0

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith Wallace, Research Associate 

Organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. date 6/99, rev. 12/00
street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 
city or town Hagerstown___________ state Maryland

telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

Name Harpers Ferry NHP
street & number P.O. Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This infonnation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seo.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BolivarHeights/School House Ridge Skirmish
_______________ Site________________

Name of Property

Jefferson County, WV
County and State

Physical Description:

The Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site, more recently known as the 
Hillside Fruit Farm, is located along State Secondary Route 27 (Bloomery Road), formerly Old 
Furnace Road. Fronting on the east side of the road, the farm sits on the west face of Bolivar 
Heights, facing the School House Ridge to the west. The property is historically part of the 
eastern tract of the larger 277 acre grain farm belonging to Daniel Moler. Known as “Prospect 
Hill” Farm the property was bisected by the Old Furnace Road. It was across Moler’s fields, 
between the School House Ridge and Bolivar Heights that the Confederate and Union 
skirmishers faced each other the morning of September 15, 1862. The farm was converted to the 
cultivation of fiiiits during the second half of the 19**’ century. The 56-acre section addressed in 
this nomination is currently uncultivated and all fimit trees have been removed. The c.1890 
house and associated farm buildings, located centrally along the western boundary of the 
property, are vacant and in a state of decay. The Bolivar Heights ridge above the farm is wooded 
with deciduous trees. The land opposite the farm, across Bloomery Road, on the east face of 
School House Ridge is also fallow. The School House Ridge masks a small housing 
development on its west face.

The c.1890 house associated with the orchard era of the property is a two story braced 
fi-ame structure on a limestone foundation. The west elevation, fi-onting on Bloomery Road, is 
three bays in a window/door/window pattern. Windows are she over sk sash, the door is half
panel with a six light window. The fi'ont section of the house is one bay deep with a projecting 
three-part bay window on the south elevation. The fiiU-length fi'ont porch has a hipped roof 
supported with square columns. The ell section of the house sits on the same stone foimdation. 
Along the south elevation of the ell is a recessed two-story porch, which has been enclosed. The 
house was originally covered with weatherboard siding, which has been covered with rough 
stucco. The shallow pitched roof is sheathed with raised seam metal; there is one central brick 
chimney.

The interior of the house is extremely decayed. Windows and some moldings appear to 
be original, however, it seems floors may have been raised during a mid 20“" century renovation. 
The fiont section of the house is two rooms on the first floor with the fiont door opening directly 
into the northwest room. The enclosed stairs are located in the center of the house, the second 
story has two smaller rooms with a large walk-in closet between. The ell section of the house 
consists of the kitchen and a mudroom in the enclosed side porch on the first story. The second 
story has several smaller rooms, including a room in the enclosed balcony.
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Several outbuildings are located to the rear of the dwelling house, all of which appear to 
be of a later construction date than the house. Directly behind the house, to the east is a one 
story frame shed with vertical board siding and a corrugated metal roof Immediately to the east 
of the shed is a one-story frame garage with concrete block equipment shed attached which share 
a channeled metal roof Southeast of the house complex is a large storage building associated 
with the orchard farm. It is a frame building on concrete foundation with corrugated metal 
siding.
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Statement of Signiflcance:

The Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site is significant under National 
Register Criterion A for its association with the September 1862 siege of Harpers Ferry by 
Confederate troops tmder the command of Maj. Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. By the 
morning of September 15, 1862, Gen. Jackson had surrounded the Union garrison at Harpers 
Ferry with artillery on Maryland Heights to the northeast, Loudoun Heights to the southeast, and 
along the School House Ridge to the west. Infantry under the command of Brig. Gen. Jubal 
Early, placed at the edge of the woods on the east face of School House Ridge, prepared to attack 
the Federal skirmish line along the west face of Bolivar Heights, in concert with A.P. Hill’s 
attack from the southwest. Confronted with overwhelming Confederate artillery fire, the early 
morning surrender of Harpers Ferry by Col. Dixon Miles cut short the infantry attack. The 
School House Ridge SkhWsh Site is part of the Multiple Property Documentation entitled 

“Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” The site is significant within the 
context of Harpers Ferry in the Civil War as a Military Site property type.

Resoiu~ce History

For two decades prior to the Civil War, Daniel Moler and his neighbors quietly farmed 
the pleasant little valley tetween the School House Ridge and Bolivar Heights. Visually cut-off 
fi-om the civilization of Bolivar and Harpers Ferry just across Bolivar Heights to the east, it was 
conveniently connected by the Old Furnace Road to both the Charlestown Turnpike (now Route 
340) on the south and Potomac Street extended on the north. The predominant cultivation of 
grains such as wheat, rye, and com by farmers of the Shenandoah Valley would likely have been 
practiced on Moler’s 280 acre “Prospect Hill Farm.” The location of a nearby Grist Mill at the 
north end of Old Furnace Road, where grains could be processed for market, further enhanced 
the attractive farm location.*

The peace in the valley would be shattered severely in September 1862. Twelve 
thousand, five himdred Union soldiers had been garrisoned at Harpers Ferry, still within 
secessionist Virginia in 1862, to protect vital lines of supply and communication, as well as the 
B&O Railroad. General Robert E. Lee’s invasion into northern territory in September of 1862 
depended on the southern army’s ability to move supphes and communications along the 
Shenandoah Valley “by way of Staunton, Harrisonburg, and Winchester, entering Maryland at

* See 1852 Map of Jefferson Co. West Virginia; also Jefferson Co. Land Records 26/455 and 3/327 for Daniel 
Moler’s farm description.
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Shepherdstowti.”^ The Union presence at Harpers Ferry and Martinsburg had to be neutralized 
to make Lee’s invasion plans viable. General Lee’s famous Special Orders No. 191 detailed the 
split of the Army of Northern Virginia, sending the commands of Generals Jackson, McLaws, 
and Walker “to endeavor to capture the enemy at Harper’s Ferry and vicinity,” thereby freeing 
the Shenadoah Valley of any Union presence.^ Meanwhile, Generals Longstreet and D. H. Hill 
waited at Boonsboro in Maryland. Their eventual objective was to move further north. By 
September 14* all of Jackson’s forces were in place to achieve the capitulation of Harpers Ferry. 
McLaws had overtaken the 2,000 Union troops on Maryland Heights and placed artillery there 
commanding the right of the Union defensive lines in Harpers Ferry. Walker had arrived on the 
undefended Loudoun Heights placing artillery on the left and rear of the Union defenses. The 
Union’s main defensive works were located along the ridge of Bolivar Heights. There a line of 
skirmishers stood in front along the western face of the ridge. Confederate infantry and artillery, 
Ewell’s division, under the command of General Jubal Early approached from the west to 
complete the three pronged advance to Harpers Ferry. Early reported.

After passing Halltown, the division advanced to the woods on School-House 
Hill, in line, in the following order: Lawton’s and Trimble’s brigades... on the 
right of the Turnpike; Hays’ brigade on the left of it, and my own brigade in rear 
of Lawton’s ... thus getting possession of this hill, which fronted Bolivar Heights 
.... My brigade was then moved across the road by flank and placed immediately 
in rear of Hays’ brigade .... At dawn [Sept. 15] the brigades were advanced to the 
front of the woods ..

General “Stonewall” Jackson’s former division had advanced to the northern end of School 
House Ridge near the Potomac River, across from the extreme right of the Union defense. Henry 
Kyd Douglas, close aid to General Jackson recalled.

At three o’clock [a.m.. Sept. 15] General Jackson sent for me and directed me to 
go at once to his old division and direct General D. R. Jones who was 
commanding it to move forward his skirmishers at daylight toward Bolivar

^ James V. Murfin, The Gleam of Bayonets (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1965), p. 114; cited 
from Battles and Leaders. Vol. II, p. 605.

^ Jay Luvaas and Harold W. Nelson, eds. The U.S. Army War College Guide to the Battle of Antietam The 
Maryland Campaign of 1862. (Washington: HarperCollinsPublishers, 1987), p. 9.

966.
War of the Rebellion Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. Series I, Vol. 19, Part I, p.
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Heights, to open on it with his artillery, and make as imposing a demonstration as 
possible.^

Meanwhile A. P. Hill’s division moved in on the Union left, along the Shenandoah River. With 
the Confederate batteries at Maryland Heights, Loudoun Heights, and School House Ridge 
raining fire on the Federal defense on the morning of September IS*** the outlook was grim. 
General Jackson described the scene,

“At dawn, September 15 ... Lawton’s brigade .. .moved by flank to the 
bottom between School-House HUl and Bolivar Heights, to support the advance 
of... [A. P.] Hill. Lieutenant-Colonel Walker opened a rapid enfilade fire fi’om 
all his batteries at about 1,000 yards range. The batteries on School-House Hill 
attacked the enemy’s lines in fi'ont. In a short time the guns ... under the 
direction of Colonel Crutchfield, opened fi-om the rear. The batteries of Poague 
and Carpenter opened fire on the enemy’s right. The artillery upon the Loudoun 
Heights, of Brigadier-General Walker’s command... again opened upon 
Harper’s Ferry, and also some guns of Major-General McLaws firomthe 
Maryland Heights.

In an hour the enemy’s fire seemed to be silenced, and the batteries of 
General Hill were ordered to cease their fire, which was the signal for storming 
the works. General Pender had commenced his advance, when, the enemy again 
opening, Pegram and Crenshaw moved forward their batteries and poured a rapid 
fire into the enemy.^

By 8 a.m. the fight was over, the Union garrison had surrendered. Leaving General Hill to 
handle the parole of the 12,500 prisoners, Jackson, McLaws, and Walker headed for Sharpsburg 
and the battle brewing there.’

Following the Civil War, the quiet life of farming returned to the little valley below 
Bolivar Heights. In 1868, Samuel Howell Brown, local surveyor and mapmaker, purchased “the 
tract of land upon which the said [Daniel] Moler resided for many years ... composed of two 
tracts of land.”* In 1876, the farm, now containing 266 acres was sold to Rudolph Rau who also 
owned a farm on the south side of the Turnpike. It is possible that Rau was experimenting with

p. 161.
^ Henry Kyd Douglas, 1 Rode With Stonewall (Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 1940),

® O. R., Series 1, Vol. 19, Part 1, p. 955.
’ Murfin, p. 202.
* Jefferson Co. Land Record, Liber 3, Folio 520, Jefferson County Court House, Charles Town, WV.
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the cultivation of market fruits, rapidly becoming popular with farmers in the eastern panhandle 
of West Virginia. A sale of Rau’s personal property in 1870, included among the farm 
equipment, a wine press and cider mill.^ By 1897, following Rau’s death, 92 acres of the 
original “Prospect Hill Farm,” on the east side of Old Ftimace Road, were sold separately as 
“The Vineyard Farm” to Rau’s children. Clearly, this parcel of the farm was by then devoted to 
fruit farming. “The Vineyard Farm” also had on it a modest two-story dwelling, constructed late 
in the 19*'’ century, prior to Rudolph Rau’s death.’®

In 1904, “The Vineyard Farm,” now 83 acres, was sold to Thomas Rutherford.
Rutherford sold 81 acres in 1912 to W. A. Higgs, who then sold it to Fannie Hockensmith in 
1925. The Hockensmith family owned and operated the orchard farm, which they called “The 
Homeplace” and later, “Hillside Fruit Farm,” for approximately 60 years. By 1987, the “Hillside 
Fruit Farm” had been reduced to less than 60 acres.” A 1987 deed for the 56 acre property from 
the Hockensmith heirs to Charles and Janice Neidinger included covenants to keep the property 
clean and undeveloped.

In September 1992 a trustee for the Neidingers sold the property in two parcels to 
Jefferson Security Bank. The bank then sold the land to the Civil War Trust, an organization 
dedicated to the preservation of Civil War battlefields, in December 1992. In June 1998 the 
Civil War Trust deeded the Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site to the Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park.

Resource Evaluation:

The Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site is part of the Multiple Property 
Documentation entitled “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park” within

’ Virginia Free Press. October 15, 1870, microfilm collection. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 
Harpers Ferry, WV.

Jefferson Co. Land Records, D/66, and 83/133; Rudolph Rau Last Will and Testament, Will Book B/274. 
" Jefferson Co. Land Records, 94/326, 107/223, 125/364, 164/488,286/151,205/12,286/156, 284/511, 

284/504; Samuel Hockensmith Last Will and Testament, Will Book M/144.
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the context of Harpers Ferry in the Civil War. Its significance as an historic landscape associated 
with the 1862 siege of Harpers Ferry is documented in the historic record. The integrity of the 
site, despite changes in land use since 1862 remains fairly good. While the farm moved fi-om the 
cultivation of grains to fiiiit throughout the intervening years, all evidence of the orchard has 
been cleared fi-om the site, leaving open fields. The four associated buildings from the later 
orchard occupation are in an extreme state of decay and are not considered eligible for National 
Register nomination. Much of the adjoining land to the east and north is owned by the Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park and is currently wooded. The Old Furnace Road (now State 
Secondary Route 27 or Bloomery Road) retains its original path. Properties located on the west 
side of the road, on the School House Ridge, remain undeveloped at this time, however, 
development has occurred on the west face of the ridge. This development cannot be observed 
from the Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site boundary is defined by the parcel 
boundaries found on Harper Ferry District Tax Map #7, Parcels 1 and 2, containing 56.07 acres 
in total.

Boundary Justification:

The Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site boundaries include more than 
half of the original eastern tract of the Daniel Moler farm, as it was composed during the 
Confederate siege in 1862. The eastern boundary line and part of the northern line are contiguous 
with current Harpers Ferry NHP property, adding an important section to the School House 
Ridge/Bolivar Heights Civil War era landscape.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Pieces Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each Item by marking “x” in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
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1. Name of Property ________

historic name Bollman Bridge, Wemwag or Latrobe Bridge 

other names B & O Railroad Potomac River Bridge

2. Location

street & number At the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers

city or town Harpers Ferry, WV_________________________________

state WV code WV county JeflFerson

□ not for publication 

_______ vicinity

code 037 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nomination □ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□

sheet for additional comments).

Vk-
Signore of certifying office/Title

National Park Service
Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ^meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional comments).

_// '/I ’£>/
of certifying office/Title Date

State Historic Preservation Officer for Maryland — Maryland Historical Trust 
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

I hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□ removed from the Nctonal Register.
n other (explain): ________________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Bollman Bridge
Name of Property

Washington Co. MD, Jefferson Co. WV 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many tsoxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

□□
private
public-local □□

building(s)
district

Contributing Noncontributing
Buildings

□ public-state □ site Sites
El public-Federal structure 1 Structures

□ Object Objects

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of the Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park

Total

Number of contributing resource previously 
Listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation/rail-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Ruin

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation
Walls

N/A

Roof
Other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)



Bollman Bridge
Name of Property

Washington Co., MD, Jefferson Co. WV 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria quaiifying the property for 
National Register listing)

Kl A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Transportation

Period of Significance

1836-1936

Significant Dates

1851, 1861

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS);

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Name of Property

Washington Co. MD, JeflFerson Co., WV 
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Approximately 1Acreage of Property 
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 /1 ^ I \0 ^\3 5*1^ '^1 ViV
Zone Easting Northing

J__L J__L

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

I I I I
Zone Easting

I J__L

□ See continuation sheet

I I J__L
Northing

J__L

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paula S. Reed, PhD, Architectural Historian and Edith B. Wallace, Research Associate 

organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. date 2/99
street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 
city or town Hagerstown___________ state Maryland

telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

Harpers Ferrv National Historical Parkname _________ __
street & number PQ Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry State WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 efsegj.

Estimated Burden Statanent: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Physical Description:

At the Junction of the Shenandoah and Potomac Rivers are ruins of the abutments and piers of 
two early railroad bridges whieh shared the same alignment. The more recent of these two bridges was 
the famous Bollman Metallic Truss developed by Wendall Bollman, engineer, who served for some years 
as Master of the Road for the B & O Railroad. Completed in 1870, the Bollman Bridge was used by rail 
and highway traffic until it was destroyed by floods in 1936. The westernmost span of this bridge 
earrying the Valley or Winchester Branch was built in 185 land was one of the earliest examples of 
Bollman's truss system. This original Bollman section was a single suspension truss of wrought iron, 124 
feet in the elear span. At that time the remainder of the bridge was timber construetion.

The original railroad bridge was a covered timber structure. Built in 1836-37 this bridge 
presiunably consisted of sheathed wooden trusses. Designed by Benjamin Latrobe, then Chief Engineer 
in Bridge Design for the B & O, it was constructed by Lewis Wemwag. After 1839, this bridge had a 
unique Y form to aceommodate two branches of the railroad.

The current remaining structures include the ruins of the six stone piers and two stone abutments. 
In extremely low water, pieces of the iron superstructure from the Bollman Bridge are visible on the 
Potomac River bottom. The piers and abutments are constructed of finely cut stone masonry, the western
most pier, near the Harpers Ferry abutment is double the length of the other piers, indicating the location 
of the “Y” built for the B&O extension to Cumberland in 1841-42 .'

1996.
Several of the piers exhibit extensive new damage resulting from the baek-to-back floods of

'Charles W. Snell and Bany Mackintosh, National Register Nomination Form, Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park, 1980, continuation sheet. Item 7, page 22.
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Statement of Significance:

The Wemwag/Bolhnan Bridge Piers were extensively researehed and recorded for a National 
Register Nomination entitled “Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Crossing of the Potomac River between 
Maryland Heights, Maryland and Harpers Ferry, West Virginia” submitted by Paula Stoner Dickey (now 
Reed) and Robert M. Vogel in 1979. The following statement is a summarization of the history of the 
Wemwag/Bollman Bridge in the significance section in their report with a few details added from a report 
written by D.E. Stinson. The Bollman Bridge remnants are being included in the multiple property 
documentation submission for Harpers Ferry National Park entitled “Historic properties of Harpers Ferry 
National Park.” In 1992, the piers for the Bollman truss bridge included in the Maryland nomination were 
acquired by the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and are therefore being added to the Park’s 
nominated area. They are part of the contexts, “Development of Harpers Ferry as a 
Transportation/Communications Link” and “Harpers Ferry in the Civil War.” The property type is “Rail- 
related Resource.”

The Wemwag/Bollman Bridge Piers stand as mined monuments to the determination of the 
railroad men to keep the B&O Railroad link between Maryland and West Virginia/Virginia open despite 
repeated destmction by war and floods. Notwithstanding their mined state the piers represent the 
engineering ingenuity of the mid 19*^ century and the destmctive force of the river.

The B&O Railroad first crossed the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry in 1836, connecting the 
B&O line from Baltimore with the Winchester and Potomac line on the point at Harpers Ferry, and, with 
the addition of the “Y” at the western end of the bridge, continued the main line on to Cumberland, 
Maryland.’ This first stmcture was a covered bridge, constmcted of timber, designed by Benjamin H. 
Latrobe, Chief Engineer for the B&O Railroad. Local bridge builder Lewis Wemwag oversaw 
constmction.

The Wemwag Bridge, as it became known, operated both as a railroad bridge, and as a toll bridge 
for wagons and foot traffic. An 1836 Deed of Agreement between the B&O Railroad Co. and the Wager 
family, allowed the Wagers to continue collecting tolls on the new bridge, as they had on their earlier 
bridge, but ensured that no tolls would be collected on the railroad.^ An 1840 Deed conveys the complete 
ownership of the Wemwag Bridge, including the right to collect tolls, the railroad company.^

'D.E. Stinson, “The First Railroad Bridge at Harpers Ferry,” manuscript. Harpers Ferry National Park Library, 
Harpers Ferry, WV, 1970, page 1 of insert.

‘Washington Co. Land Records, Liber RR, Folios 148 and 374, Washington County Court House, Hagerstown, 
Maryland.

’Washington Co. Land Records, Liber UU, Folios 862, 864, 866.
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The timber Wemwag Bridge remained unchanged until 1851, when the span passing from the 
Harpers Ferry abutment to the first pier was replaced with an iron span. The B&O company twice 
replaced wooden spans which had collapsed in 1844 and again in 1845. The new 1851 iron span was of a 
new design, by Wendel Bollman. Perhaps only one span was replaced as an experiment with this new 
system of construction, described as “a single suspension truss of wrought iron, 124 feet in clear span.”^ 
At the beginning of the Civil War the bridge remained in this configuration, one iron truss span, the rest 
covered timber. In June, 1861, Confederate troops burned the wooden section of the Wemwag Bridge 
and blew up the iron span as they left Harpers Ferry, leaving only the stone piers behind. Throughout the 
war years temporary bridge replacements were set up, and destroyed by troop action or by floods, no less 
than six times.^

With the close of the Civil War, the B&O Railroad Company set about replacing the Potomac 
River bridge. The extreme curvature of the tracks, both on the Maryland shore, due to the protuberance 
of the Maryland Heights, and on the Harpers Ferry side, because of the sharp turn north toward 
Cmnberland, had been a problem of the old Wemwag Bridge. Even the slow trains of the 1830s to 50s, 
were forced to reduce speeds to navigate the curves. Despite the feet that slowing the trains cost the B&O 
company money, when the time came to replace the bridge, the higher cost of realigning the bridge, 
reducing the curves, outweighed the loss of time and money, even with the faster, longer, and heavier 
trains used following the war. Therefore, the new Bollman Iron Tmss Bridge used the same piers and 
followed the same alignment as the old Wemwag Bridge.

The engineering marvel known as the Bollman Bridge, operated for 30 years as a railroad bridge 
and toll bridge for wagon and foot traffic, just as the earlier bridge had. But by the 1890s the railroad 
company could no longer tolerate the expense of operating trains on the extreme curves on either end of 
the bridge. In 1894 a new steel tmss bridge was constmeted for the railroad, following a new alignment 
north of the point at Harpers Ferry, and through a new tunnel at Maryland Heights. The Bollman Bridge 
was sold to the Harpers Ferry and Potomac Bridge Co., along with the right to collect tolls, for the 
purpose of carrying wagon and foot traffic only.

The Bollman Bridge continued in operation, eventually carrying the automobile traffic of State 
Route 340, and known as the Harpers Ferry Bridge, until the great flood of 1936. Higher than any 
previous recorded flood, the raging waters of the Potomac rose at an unimaginable rate. In a letter written 
by Dr. Henry McDonald, then President of Storer College, on March 18, 1936, “sometime about 7;30 the 
famous Bullman [Bollman] bridge over the Potomac went down...”®

^Stinson, p. 2 of insert. 

“’Ibid., p. 2 of insert.

®Dr. Henry McDonald, “The Flood of ‘36," General Correspondence, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry 
National Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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Property Chain of Title

(located in Washington Co. Maryland Land Records Office)

Liber 731,FoUo360 
9 September 1992 
Quitclaim Deed and Easement
“Grantor does hereby donate, grant, conyey, release, assign and quitclaim”
To: USA
From: State of Maryland, Board of Public Works
“All those six(6) stone piers lying and being in Washington County, Maryland, designed between 1834 
and 1837 by Benjamin Latrobe, which supported the original B&O Railroad Bridge that spaimed the 
Potomac Riyer between Harpers Ferry, and Washington Co., MD...”

Liber E.O. 201, Folio 667 
22 August 1936 
$7,500.00
“...a certain bridge and bridge site, known as the Harpers Ferry Bridge...the abutments and piers thereof 
and the land upon which the same rest, and all the structure of said bridge as now standing...”
To: State of Maryland and State of West Virginia 
From: Harpers Ferry and Potomac Bridge Co., WV

Liber 102, Folio 343 
9 July 1894 
$25,000.00
To: Harpers Ferry and Potomac Bridge Co.
From: Daniel & Lena Lucas; A.W. & Mary McDonald; George & Lalie Baylor; E.B. & Juha Chambers; 
Forrest & Emma Brown [owners of Harpers Ferry and Potomac Bridge Co.]

Liber 101, Folio 663 
24 May 1894
To: Lucas, Brown, McDonald, Chambers, and Baylor
From: Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Co.; Mercantile Trust and Deposit Co. of Baltimore, trustee in a 
Mortgage by B&O Railroad, 1887

Liber UU, Folio 862, 20 March 1840, Gerard Wager to B&O Railroad 
Liber UU, Folio 864, 20 March 1840, Noah Swayne to B&O Railroad 
Liber UU, Folio 866, 20 March 1840, Peter Wager to B&O Railroad

These three deeds conyeyed ownership of the new LatrobeAVemwag Bridge (yiaduct) to the 
railroad company, including the right to collect tolls.
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Liber RR, Folio 374, 23 March 1836, Peter Wager, James Wager to B&O Railroad 
Liber RR, Folio 148, 28 August 1825, Gerard Wager to B&O Railroad

These two deeds of Agreement allowed for the future building of a new bridge(viaduct), and to 
ensure that no tolls would be collected on the railroad by the Wagers.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaries for the Bollman bridge piers encompass the property which was acquired by the 
Harpers Ferry NHP in 1992, and are included within the larger boundaries of the Harpers Ferry 
NHP.

Boundary Justification:

Already listed in the National Register in Washington County, the remnants of the Bollman 
Bridge are now being included with the Historic Properties of the Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park because of the 1992 acquisition.
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Physical Description:

Summary Description:

The Storer College Historic District is located on the high ground of Harpers Ferry 
known as Camp Hill. The campus, which sits between Fillmore Street and the cliffs above the 
Shenandoah River, is nestled in a park-like setting among the mature trees and dwellings of this 
mostly residential area. The 1881 Anthony Memorial Hall (also known as Conrad Wirth Hall, 
Mather Training Center) dominates the main campus area, which is located on the highest point 
of Camp Hill. The Hall serves as the center of the main campus arrangement. To the southwest 
of Anthony Memorial Hall are the Lewis W. Anthony Building and the Bird-Brady House, to the 
southeast is Permelia Eastman Cook Hall, and to the north, across Fillmore Street at the 
intersection with Jackson Street is the Curtis Freewill Baptist Church. All of these buildings are 
historically associated with Storer College and are currently used as an educational facility by the 
National Park Service.

Several prominent buildings which are missing from the main campus arrangement are 
Myrtle (Mosher) Hall, which was located immediately north of Anthony Memorial HaU, and 
New Lincoln (Brackett) Hall, which was located immediately south of Anthony Memorial Hall. 
The Harpers Ferry Center, the National Park Service Interpretive Design Center, now stands at 
the former location of New Lincoln Hall. Also missing from the main campus scene are the 
DeWolf Building, formerly located immediately behind Anthony Memorial Hall, and four frame 
boarding houses constructed by the college, two west of the Lewis W. Anthony Building and two 
facing Fillmore Street northwest of Anthony Memorial Hall. On McDowell St., a tennis court 
constructed in the 1970s marks the site of the Robinson Bam which had been converted by the 
college into a basketball court in 1921. The National Park Service owns four brick ranch style 
houses lining an access road west of Anthony Memorial Hall, which were constructed during the 
Mission 66 era and therefore post-date the period of significance for Storer College. The 1920 
Soldiers Gate and Alumni Fence distinguish the main campus along Fillmore Street.

General Description:

The campus area west of Anthony Memorial Hall was historically used for horticultural 
education and later for the location of the college football field. The Science Building, which 
was located southwest of the Lewis W. Anthony Building (also the former location of the college 
bam complex) is now the site of several privately owned homes. The graded area of the former 
football field is now occupied by a Park Service maintenance facility. Much of the remaining 
area that was once cleared for cultivation is now wooded.
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The main campus east of Anthony Memorial HaU is a sweeping grassy area looking 
down toward the point of the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers. This was 
traditionally open space with the exception of the northeast comer lot which was formerly 
occupied by the Robinson House, home of an early graduate of Storer College and later used for 
boarding. Across McDowell Street, in the southwest comer lot of the residential block known as 
GG (a designation from the 1869 S. Howell Brown map), Robinson’s bam was converted by the 
college to a basketball court. The building was razed in the 1970s and a tennis court was 
constmcted on the site. Park Service employees now use the court as a parking lot.

The three other buildings associated with Storer College from its earliest years to its 
closure in 1955, Lockwood House, Brackett House, and Morrell House, are separated from the 
main campus by two residential blocks, blocks GG and FF, east of Anthony Memorial Hall. 
McDowell Street borders these two residential blocks on the west and Columbia Street on the 
east, with Gilmore Street dividing them. The Morrell House occupies the west side of the next 
block between Coliunbia and Lancaster Streets. A wide grassy side yard with several mature 
trees leads to two dwellings not associated with Storer College on the east end of the block along 
Lancaster Street. The Brackett House is located on the west end of the next block at the comer 
of Fillmore Street and Lancaster Street. To the east of the Brackett House, again through a 
grassy yard, is the Lockwood House. The large and elegant Lockwood House sits on a small rise 
at the eastern-most point of Camp Hill overlooking the two rivers. Immediately east of the 
Lockwood House is an historic cemetery, not associated with Storer College, which leads east 
down the hill toward the lower town of Harpers Ferry.

Property Inventory:

Lockwood House, first story 1847, second story 1857, restored by National Park Service 1960s.
1 contributing building.

The Lockwood House is located at the eastern-most end of the Storer College campus, on 
a grassy hill overlooking the point of the confluence of the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers.
This brick 2‘A story Greek Revival/Italianate styled dwelling sits on a raised cut limestone 
foundation with a single course of ashlar between the brick and limestone. The ground around 
the foundation story is excavated leaving an approximately three-foot sunken walkway around 
the north, east, and south elevations. Full-size six over six sash windows with ashlar stone lintels 
are exposed by the trench, as is a mbble stone watertable. The east elevation is three bays wide 
with a central entrance. The four-panel door has sidelights with a lower panel and is embellished 
with pilasters and a wide entablature with a dentiled cornice. A raised entrance porch rests on a 
brick and mbble stone foundation. The porch has six square columns with recessed panels and 
widely spaced balusters on a wooden deck. It is topped with a flat roof with a bracketed cornice.
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Six steps with wooden railings and square posts lead to the porch. Windows on the first story 
have large six over six sash with ashlar stone lintels. A single course of projecting stretchers 
(probably associated with the original one story roofline) is located immediately above the stone 
lintels. A change in brick color, just above the horizontal brick band, delineates the later second 
story addition to the house. Windows on the second story are smaller six over six sash with 
standing brick flat arches. The low profile slate, hipped roof has a slight overhang with no 
decorative embellishment. Two brick interior chimneys are present.

At the three-bay west elevation a two-story full-length porch sits on an original limestone 
foundation (integral with the main house foundation, not added). The lower story of the porch is 
supported by eight square columns with recessed panels with widely spaced vertical balusters, 
identical to the fi'ont entrance porch, and a two-part cornice band embellished with widely 
spaced large dentils. The central entrance has a paneled door with sidelights with lower panels 
and transom, and a pointed architrave with pilasters. Temporary steps currently lead to the 
raised porch. A board and batten sided one bay enclosure with a fixed sk light window is 
located at the north end of the first story porch. The second story of the porch is flat roofed with 
a plain cornice, supported by plain square columns with tightly spaced vertical balusters. The 
central door on the second story is identical to the first story except for a flat architrave, which 
touches the ceiling of the porch.

A 1960s restoration of the Lockwood House removed a late 19*** century third story 
mansard roof The building was restored to reflect its 1860 exterior appearance. The basement is 
used as a curatorial storage area, while the remainder of the interior is not restored.

Brackett House, 1857, exterior renovated by National Park Service in the 1970s.
1 contributing building.

Located on the comer of Lancaster and Fillmore Streets, the Brackett House is used for 
administrative offices for the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. It is a two-story brick 
dwelling house on a cut stone foundation in a transitional Greek Revival/Italianate architectural 
style. The main entrance, on the east side does not face onto the street. The east elevation has 
three bays with a three part central entrance. The door has sk recessed panels, sidelights with a 
lower panel, and a sk-light transom. The entrance has a pointed architrave embellished with 
side pilasters. The hipped roof entrance porch is supported by sk square columns below a wide 
cornice band, standing on a slightly above ground level wooden deck. Windows overall are 
large sk over sk sash with standing brick flat arches. The remaining elevations are all three 
bays wide. The north elevation has a second story projecting balcony with cast iron brackets and 
railing on the center bay. This center bay has an elongated window with lower panels to provide
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access to the balcony. The shallow hipped roof is sheathed with slate (replaced in 1998) and has 
projecting eaves over a brick dentil cornice treatment. Two interior brick chimneys are present. 
On the south elevation is a brick T extension on a stone foundation. It is 114 stories high with 
small six over six sash overall with standing brick flat arches. The east elevation of the extension 
on the Brackett house has a shed roofed frame addition with narrow gauge wood siding and 
paired three over three sash windows. A single brick interior end chimney is present. The 
building has had paint removed from the brick exterior walls.

NPS Quarters #82, Lancaster St., c. 1900, remodeled c.1950.
1 non-contributing building.

The house is a two-story frame house with vinyl siding. The core of the frame structure 
is reportedly from an earlier two-story frame house, which stood at this location but was 
drastically dtered during the 1950s remodeling. It has a one-story addition with carport.

Morrell House, 1857, exterior renovated by National Park Service in the 1970s.
1 contributing building.

Located on the comer of Columbia and Fillmore Streets, the Morrell House is used as 
administrative ofiSces for the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. The Morrell House is 
identical to the Brackett House except for the presence of full-length shed roofed porches with 
square posts and vertical balusters. It is three bays wide, with two 4-panel doors, on both the 
east and west elevations of the T extension. The building has had paint removed from the brick 
exterior walls. The slate roof was replaced with new slate in 1998.

Anthony Memorial Hall (Conrad Wirth Hall, Mather Training Center), south wing, 1847, center 
hall and north wing, 1881, burned 1927, restored, 1928, rehabilitated by National Park Service, 
1960s.
1 contributing building.

Anthony Memorial Hall is situated at the center of the main campus on a high point, 
facing east onto a wide grassy lawn. The National Park Service currently uses the building as an 
educational facility. Designed in the Greek Revival style, the two-story brick building rests on a 
stone foundation. The center section is 214 stories with a pedimented gable, projecting in the 
front and rear. This portion of the building has 5 bays with a central entrance; a full stone terrace 
with white iron railing is situated along the front. The three-part entrance includes 3 light and
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panel sidelights, a 16 light transom, and decorative trim around the door with pilasters and bull’s 
eye comer blocks. The 9 over 9 sash windows have stone lintels on the first story and are capped 
with sunburst windows and brick arches on the second story. The facade is embellished with 
four brick pilasters, two on the comers and two on either side of the central bay, which rise two 
stories to a brick fiieze with brick dentils below the pedimented gable. Within the gable 
pediment is a four-light circular window. The pediment is articulated with a brick corbeled 
fiieze and brick dentils. Centered on the asphalt-shingled roof is a square cupola with paired 6 
over 9 sash windows on each elevation, capped with a hipped roof

The north and south wings are identical in design. Each is two story, three bays with a 
central entrance identical to the three part door of the center section. Each entrance in the wings 
is protected by a one bay porch with a stone base, six smooth narrow columns capped with a 
stylized lily, and a massive entablature, the fi-ieze decorated with triglyphs. Windows on both 
wings, all with louvered fimctional shutters, have 9 over 9 sash with stone lintels on the first 
story. The 6 over 9 sash windows on the second story abut the wide brick cornice band above. 
The cornice is decorated with brick dentils. The asphalt-shingled roofs on both wings are hipped 
with brick interior chimneys.

In 1927, a catastrophic fire gutted Anthony Memorial Half leaving only the brick walls 
standing. Photos fi-om the Storer College Catalogue, dated 1905, prior to the fire, and 1947, after 
the fire restoration, show a pedimented entrance porch, in the Greek Revival style, on the center 
section’s entrance. The porches shown in the photos on the south and north wings of the 
building, appear to be much lighter Victorian style entrance porches with scroll cut decorative 
elements. In the 1905 photo the cupola was not enclosed with windows but was open with a 
decorative wood fi-amework.

Permelia Eastman Cook Hall, 1940.
1 contributing building.

Located southeast of Anthony Memorial Hall, Permelia Eastman Cook Hall is a 2*/2 story 
stone stmcture. The projecting fi-ont gable center section has 3 window bays. The lower story 
windows share a continuous stone lintel with the name of the building engraved in the stone. On 
the second story, a stylized Palladian window is constmcted fi’om a set of three windows with a 
fenlight window above the center window, a stone lintel arches over the fanlight with a keystone 
and stretches across the two adjoining windows. The two wings on either side of the projecting 
center mirror each other. Both are three bays, two window bays and a door abutting the center 
projection. The doors are six-panel surrounded by pilasters, a wide plain fiieze and a dentiled
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comice. Windows have six over six sash with stone lintels. The rear of the building has a 
central stone two-story addition with a rear entrance. The lower story is built into the hillside.

National Park Service Harpers Ferry Center, 1970.
1 non-contributing building.

Located on the site of the former New Lincoln Hall (Brackett Hall), the Harpers Ferry 
Center is a low profile modem brick building. Its low profile set into the side of the hill above 
the Shenandoah River, and the surrounding mature deciduous trees make the building fairly 
imobtmsive to the campus setting.

Lewis W. Anthony Building, 1903.
1 contributing building.

Located southwest of the Anthony Memorial Hall, the Lewis W. Anthony Building now 
serves as the Library and Archives for the Harpers Ferry Center. Designed in a Folk Victorian 
architectural style, it is a two story stone building constmcted into the hill, exposing only the 
upper story at the fi'ont elevation. The building has seven bays with central double doors. The 
doors are half panel with sk lights, a twelve-light transom and a cast stone lintel. Windows are 
four over four sash with steel beam lintels. The asphalt-shingled roof has wide eaves on the 
gable ends decorated with brackets and decorative gable peak detailing. Two four light windows 
are present in the upper story of the gable ends, with steel beam lintels. There are two brick 
interior gable end chimneys with corbeling. On the rear elevation a two-story concrete block 
addition is sk bays wide. It has a date stone of 1953.

Bird-Brady House, c. 1890.
2 contributing buildings.

Located south of the Lewis W. Anthony Building, the Bird-Brady House fi’onts onto an 
access road and is built into the hill overlooking the Shenandoah River. The front elevation is 
two stories, three bays wide. The fi-ame stmcture is covered with stucco and rests on a one story 
stone foimdation (visible fi*om the side and rear), and is three bays deep. Windows are two over 
two sash Avith pointed architraves. The fi-ont entrance is covered with a recent flat roofed 
enclosed three-bay porch. A sealed entrance on the second story shows evidence of sidelights 
and a pointed architrave. The asphalt shingled roofed is hipped with two interior chimneys in the
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peak, one large brick chimney and one small stuccoed chimney. West of the house is a one 
story, two bay, stone garage with enclosed front and replacement door. c. 1920s.

Curtis Freewill Baptist Church (Curtis Memorial Church), 1894.
1 contributing building.

The Curtis Freewill Baptist Church occupies the end lot along the west side of Jackson 
Street and the comer of Fillmore Street. The church is a one-story brick structure on a half story 
stone foundation built into the hill with sbc over sk windows with wooden lintels. A 
replacement shed roofed entrance (a similar stmcture appears in historic photographs) protects 
the door in the western-most bay of the lower level, south elevation. The foundation stones are 
stuccoed on the south elevation and stmck to appear as cut stone. The body of the church is five 
bays deep and three bays wide in the gable ends. Windows along the south and north elevation 
are sash, multipane over two with colored glass and brick arched over the scroll cut wooden 
arched lintels. Windows in the east gable end include a central three part large arched 
arrangement with paired multipane colored sash windows with a fixed arched glass above; it is 
topped with courses of arched brick headers. Two arched colored sash windows with two 
courses of arched brick headers are on either side of the central window. The gable peak is slate 
shingled with a diamond shaped ventilation window. The steeply pitched roof is sheathed with 
slate with several rows of scalloped slates adding a decorative element.

The battlemented square bell tower, located on the southeast comer of the church body, 
has the main church entrance on its south elevation. The entrance consists of double four 
paneled doors with a fanlight window above, capped by three courses of brick header roimd 
arches. Immediately above the brick arches is the sandstone date stone engraved with the date 
“1894” and the name “Curtis Freewill Baptist Church.” Above the date stone is a diamond 
shaped four-pane colored window; a matching window is located on the east elevation of the 
tower as well. The tower then has slight recess in the brick wall with a decorative zigzag top 
course, within this recess is a large slatted ventilation window with a two course brick header 
arch above; this arrangement is repeated on all four elevations of the tower. Finally the 
battlements at the top of the tower are stepped out several courses from the surface of the tower 
below. A very shallow hipped roof covers the tower within the battlements.
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Row of four houses along access road west of Anthony Memorial Hall, c.1960.
4 non-contributing buildings.

Used by the National Park Service as housing, these four brick ranch style houses each 
have an attached garage. These buildings could, however, have independent historical 
significance in connection with the Mission 66 program sponsored by the National Park Service.

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Maintenance Facility, c.1960.
2 non-contributing buildings.

Located on a previously graded area on the side of a ravine west of the main campus, this 
one story concrete block building complex has a multiple bay maintenance garage nearby.

Soldiers Gate and Alumni Fence, 1920.
1 contributing structure.

The Soldiers Gate and Alumni Fence lines the perimeter of the main campus of Storer 
College along Fillmore Street. The gate is constructed of two cut limestone square posts with 
marble plaques inset feeing Fillmore Street. The plaque on the eastern post is inscribed “To the 
students of Storer College who fought in the Civil War 1861 to 1865 the Spanish American War 
1898 The World War 1917 to 1918.” The massive posts are capped with concrete squares in 
three stepped tiers, each with a large milk glass globe on top. The wrought iron gates are arched 
with decorative ironwork at the top. The Alumni Fence runs east and west from the gate; the 
east extension of the iron fence runs to McDowell Street with intermittent smaller square stone 
posts capped with concrete. The west extension of the iron fence begins with a smaller iron 
pedestrian gate with decorative ironwork, and continues with the same intermittent stone posts to 
the edge of a wooded area near Taylor Street.

McDowell St. Tennis Court/Robinson Bam Site.
1 non-contributing stmeture.

Located on the east side of McDowell St., the tennis court occupies approximately half of 
Lot 5 in Block GG. The hard surface court is surrounded by high chain link fence. It is currently 
used as a parking facility by Park Service employees. The court, constructed in the 1970s for use 
by Mather Training Center attendees, is located on the site of the Robinson Bam/Storer College 
Basketball Court.
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8. Statement of Significance
Appiicable Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
Significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
Significant in our past.

^ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
The work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education

Ethnic Heritage/Black
Architecture
Industry

Period of Significance

1847-1955

Significant Dates

1867
1906

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cuiturai Affiliation

African American

Architect/Builder

Major John Symington (Armory-related buildings)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:
□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Signiflcance:

Storer College, Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, operating from 1867 to 1955, was an 
important link in the education and enfranchisement of African Americans in the mid-Atlantic 
area. Within the format of the Multiple Property Documentation, under the property type 
‘African American Schools,’ the Storer College Historic District is described in the context of 
Black Education in the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar Area from 1864-1955; Storer College served as the 
center for black education in the area. Storer was linked to the national network of black 
education by preparing its students for further education at larger institutions such as the nearby 
Washington, D.C. based Howard University.

The Storer College Historic District is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its role in the education of African Americans beginning immediately following the Civil War 
and lasting through the 1954 Supreme Court decision calling for the desegregation of public 
education. The buildings and structures associated with the educational and physical 
development of the college which remain on the campus today retain an integrity to the setting of 
the college, fostered by the men and women who administered the institution throughout its 
existence.

The Storer College Historic District is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its association with the ante-bellum Federal Armory addressed in the historic context Industrial 
Development of Water Power and the context Harpers Ferry in the Civil War. Both of these 
contexts are discussed in the 1981 National Register Nomination “Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park.” Soon after the Civil War, in 1867, Storer College was deeded the four stately 
homes of the former administrators of the then defunct Federal Armory. The four large brick 
buildings formed the nucleus of the Storer College campus.

Storer College is significant also under National Register Criterion A for its association 
with the Niagara Movement, led by W.E.B. DuBois, which held its second annual meeting in 
1906 on the Storer College campus. Storer College’s location in Harpers Ferry, the scene of 
John Brown’s raid on the Federal Arsenal in an attempt to fuel a slave revolt, served as a magnet 
to attract Afiican American leaders throughout the continued struggle for freedom and equality.

The buildings of the Storer College Historic District are significant under National 
Register Criterion C for their architectural expression of the various time periods in which they 
were built. The original four government buildings, including the south wing of Anthony 
Memorial Hall, were all built in the 1840s-50s in the transitional Greek Revival/Italianate style 
of architecture. The other later buildings associated with Storer College include the center hall 
and north wing of the Anthony Memorial Hall, built ini 881; the Bird-Brady House, c. 1890; the
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Curtis Freewill Baptist Church, 1894; the Lewis W. Anthony Building, 1903; and the Permelia 
Eastman Cook Hall, 1940. These buildings are all representative examples of the cottage and 
institutional architecture used on the campus of Storer College throughout its expansion.

Resource History

Prior to the establishment of Storer College in 1867, the four brick buildings on the crest 
of Camp Hill commanding the best views of the surrounding mountains and rivers were occupied 
by the administrators of the Federal Armory located in the lower town. The buildings known on 
the Storer campus as the Lockwood House and the south wing of Anthony Memorial Hall were 
constructed in 1847-48, originally designed by Major John Symington. These were the homes of 
the Armory Paymaster and Superintendent, respectively. The two smaller brick homes, later 
known as the Brackett House and Morrell House, were the quarters of the Superintendent’s Clerk 
and the Paymaster’s Clerk, respectively. These buildings were both constructed in 1856-57. The 
Federal Armory was completely looted and burned early in the Civil War by both Confederate 
and Union troops, rendering the works permanently inoperable. General Sheridan and General 
Max Weber used the Paymaster’s and Superintendent’s homes as headquarters, in 1864. By 
1865, the Lockwood House (Paymaster’s House) was occupied by the mission school for 
emancipated slaves, operated by Rev. Nathan Brackett. Two years later, in 1867, the four 
buildings were deeded to the Storer College Board of Trustees.'

The history of the development of Storer College as an educational institution and its 
close ties with the local community is developed in the historic context Black Education in the 
Harpers Ferry/Bolivar Area from 1864-1955. While the school was originally established to give 
an elementary level education for newly emancipated southern slaves, the vision of Rev. Nathan 
Brackett was to create a Normal School. Brackett’s aim was to provide a school from which 
educated African Americans would emerge to continue the mission of education and 
empowerment. This vision must have impressed the prominent African American thinker and 
leader, Frederick Douglass. Douglass served on the Storer College Board of Trustees from 1889 
tol891.^ In 1882 Frederick Douglass spoke at the May 30* dedication of the newly renovated

'National Register Nomination Form, “Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,” 1981, 
Item 7, pp. 33-35.

^Storer College Catalogue 1889-1891, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, 
Harpers Ferry, WV.
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and expanded Anthony Memorial Hall. His speech in praise of John Brown sent an important 
message to both blacks and whites struggling with the issues of the Reconstruction years.^

Yoimg W.E.B. DuBois heeded the message delivered by Frederick Douglass at Storer 
College in 1882. DuBois’ ideas of a more active role for African Americans in American 
mainstream political and economic life went against the more moderate voice of Booker T. 
Washington. The Niagara Movement, estabUshed in 1905 by DuBois and a small group of black 
intellectuals in Niagara Falls, Canada, began a slow but radical change in attitudes borne of the 
days of Reconstruction. The second annual meeting of the Niagara Movement, held on the 
campus of Storer College in 1906, served to solidify the movement and bring it into the United 
States. The movement’s demands for suffrage, freedom of speech, and social and economic 
equahty, moved a group of northern whites to call a conference in 1909, to which the radicals of 
the Niagara Movement were invited. Out of this conference was established the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the NAACP, which continues today on 
behalf of the African American struggle for equality. W.E.B. DuBois served as the only black 
representative on the first executive committee of the NAACP.'*

The development of the physical campus of Storer College, in addition to the four 
government buildings given in 1867, parallels the growth of the college as an educational 
institution. In 1868, as the college was granted its charter by the state of West Virginia, the first 
dormitory for men, Lincoln Hall, was constructed. The college had grown from 19 students in 
1865 to 95 students in 1869. Within ten years, by 1878, vvith the continued growth of the student 
population. Myrtle Hall (later called Mosher Hall), a dormitory for women was constructed. In 
1881, a center hall and a north wing were added to the Armory Superintendent’s House. The 
new larger structure, called Anthony Memorial Hall, mirrored the late Greek Revival style of the 
original house, now the south wing of the larger Hall.’

In the 1880s tourism flourished in Harpers Ferry, as discussed in the historic context 
Patterns of Community Development in the post-Civil War Harpers Ferry Area, 1865-1955. 
Storer College attempted to cash in on the summer boarding boom by renting its school buildings

’Storer College Catalogues, 1869-1891, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP 
Library; and Storer College Museum, Harpers Ferry, WV.

'*John Hope Franklin, From Slavery to Freedom A History of Negro Americans. Vintage 
Books Edition, (Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., New York) 1969, pp. 445-447.

’Storer College Catalogues, 1869-1881, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP 
Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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to boarding house proprietors. The Lockwood House, the Morrell House (known as the 
Sparrow’s Inn and later the Shenandoah Inn), Lincoln and Myrtle Halls, and even the Anthony 
Memorial Hall were all used as summer boarding facilities. Originally begun as a resort for 
‘colored’ people, it was quickly found that the summer boarders with money were white. The 
eventual arrangement agreed on by the Board of Trustees allowed white boarders on the campus, 
with a smaller cottage facility for black boarders.®

The cottage building now known as the Bird-Brady House was constructed c.1890 for the 
purpose of housing summer boarders. The house later became the home of Lura B. Lightner, 
Nathan Brackett’s sister, who was cared for there by Brackett’s daughter Celeste and her 
husband Rev. John C. Newcomer, who eventually inherited the property. Two Storer College 
teachers, the sisters Mrs. Bird and Miss Brady, purchased the house from the Newcomer family 
in the 1940s. The sisters lived there until the Park Service purchased the property in I960.’ 
Various other dwelling cottages were built during the late 19* and early 20* century to 
accommodate not only summer tourists, but more importantly, for the housing of students and 
teachers during the school year. These houses were variously named; Sinclair Cottage and 
Saunders House were both located on Fillmore Street west of Myrtle Hall. Jackson Cottage and 
an unnamed house were located west of Lincoln Hall. In 1909, a new house was built on the 
southeast comer of Jackson and Fillmore Streets, for use as the college president’s house, called 
Waterman House.* Of these sk campus dwellings, only the Bird-Brady House is extant.

By 1889, as Storer College moved into the last decade of the 19* century, a record 265 
students were attending. The emphasis in education, in addition to the Normal School, became 
more focused on the industrial arts, carpentry, printing, blacksmithing, and gardening, as well as 
domestic science for women. Sometime during this period, possibly earlier, a bam complex was 
constmcted on the west end of the campus, for the purpose of horticultural and animal husbandry 
instmction. In 1891 the DeWolf Science Building was constmcted immediately behind the 
Anthony Memorial Hall, and in 1903, the Lewis W. Anthony Industrial Building was erected

®Harpers Ferry National Monument, Storer College Papers, Minutes of the Tmstees, vol. 
I, p. 101, hanging file. Harpers Ferry NHP Library; also letter to the editor of The Speaker. 
James H. Robinson, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

’Information on the Bird-Brady House was provided Mrs. June H. Newcomer, daughter- 
in-law of Celeste and John Newcomer, in a telephone interview August 20,1999.

*Newspaper obituary, Martinsburg, WV, November 29, 1961, Henry T. McDonald 
Papers, p. 1616, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV. See also Storer College 
Property Map, A. W. Fransen, 1958.
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southwest of the De Wolf building (a photograph in the 1913 eollege catalogue shows this 
arrangement quite well, see copy). Not forgetting their roots in the Freewill Baptist Church, in 
1894 the Curtis Freewill Baptist Church was constructed on the west comer lot of Jackson and 
Fillmore Street.

In 1909 the old frame Lincoln Hall burned; it was replaced in 1910 by a stone structure 
called New Lincoln Hall and later renamed Brackett Hall. In May of 1909, the 50* anniversary 
of John Brown’s raid on Harpers Ferry, the Board of Trustees of Storer College voted to 
purchase the John Brovm Fort, which had been rebuilt on a farm outside of Harpers Ferry. The 
Fort was reconstmcted on the college campus immediately east of New Lincoln Hall and used as 
a museunx’ The DeWolf Science building and New Lincoln Hall are no longer extant. The John 
Brown Fort was moved in 1968 by the National Park Service to near its original location in the 
lower town Harpers Ferry.

Following the end of World War I, in 1920, the Soldiers Gate and Alumni Fenee were 
added to the campus. The Soldiers Gate eommemorated the black soldiers who fought in the 
Civil War, Spanish-American War, and World War I. The fence still lines the perimeter of the 
main campus along Fillmore Street. On the east side of McDowell Street, the Robinson Bam 
was converted to a basketball court in the 1921. The building was razed by the National Park 
Service in the 1970s and a tennis court was installed.

In 1938, Storer College became a frill four-year college, offering degrees in Elementary 
Education, Education, Science and Home Economics. To that end several new buildings were 
constmcted on campus. In 1940 the Permelia Eastman Cook Hall for the Home Economics 
Department was built northeast of the New Lincoln Hall. In 1947 the New Science Building was 
constmcted in the vicinity of the bam complex. Nearby the New Science Building, cut into the 
hill, a football field was located. This graded field was used by the National Park Service for the 
location of their maintenance facilities after 1960. The Science Building and bam complex no 
longer stand.'®

The historic buildings associated with Storer College remaining on the former campus 
represent both the earliest buildings given by the government, as well as the years of constmction

’Storer College Catalogues, 1889-1925, Storer College Collection, HFNHP Library, 
Harpers Ferry, WV.

’’Storer College Catalogues, 1920-1948, Storer College Collection, HFNHP Library, 
Harpers Ferry, WV; and Storer College Property Map, A. W. Fransen, 1958.
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between 1880 and 1940. Those buildings remaining include the Lockwood House, the Brackett 
House, the Morrell House, Anthony Memorial Hall, Curtis Freewill Baptist Church, Lewis W. 
Anthony Building, the Bird-Brady House, and the Permelia Eastman Cook Hall. These buildings 
are sigiiificant not only for their association with the Federal Armory and Storer College, but for 
their architectural expression as well.

The Lockwood House, which has been restored by the National Park Service to its 1860s 
appearance, is an example of late Greek Revival style architecture. The south wing of Anthony 
Memorial Hall was part of the original 1840s Armory Superintendent’s House, also designed in 
the late Greek Revival style. The 1881 center hall and north wing addition replicate the original 
Greek Revival styling used for the Superintendent’s House, however on a much larger scale.
The Brackett and Morrell Houses, both built in the 1850s are examples of a transitional Greek 
Revival/Italianate style. The porches, windows, and door treatments show elements of Greek 
Revival style, while the roof line and cornice follows the styling of Italianate architecture.

The Lewis W. Anthony Building is an excellent example of institutional masonry Folk 
Victorian, with large two over two windows and scroll-cut decorative details in the gable peaks. 
Finally the Permelia Eastman Cook Hall, built in 1940 is an example of institutional Colonial 
Revival architecture. The projecting front gabled center section with a stylized Palladian 
window, and the door treatments with pilasters and entablature are all elements of this style, 
while the building remains clearly an institution structure.
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Jefferson County, WV
County and State

Acreage of Property Approximately 25 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)
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(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)
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zip code 21740
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Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
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(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
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name Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
street & number P.O. Box 65
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaries of the Storer College Historic District, a discontiguous district, are 
described on the enclosed 1958 map of Storer College property in Harpers Ferry, WV. The 
district consists of two discontiguous pieces, which represent the historical configuration of the 
campus. The larger part of the district is the main campus, beginning at the northeast comer of 
lot #1, block WW, and extending west to the northwest comer of lot #4, block WW, then turning 
south along the west boundary of lot #4 to the northeast comer of lot #10, block WW, then 
tinning west and extending to the northwest comer of lot #8, block TT, then turning south along 
the west line of lot #8, then west along the south line of lot #7 to the east line of Boundary 
Street’s right of way; then extending south with the right of way line to a diagonal property line 
(NPS Boundary) extending through lot #5, block I, and following the diagonal line in a 
northeasterly direction to the southeast comer of lot #4, block I; then continuing in a diagonal 
line to the east right of way line of McDowell Street; then turning north and extending to the 
southwest comer of lot #5, block GG; then turning east to the southeast comer of lot #6, block 
GG, north and following the east boundary line of lot #6, then the north boundaries of lots #6 and 
#5 to the southeast comer of lot #1, block HH; then turning north along the east boundary of lot 
#1 to its northeast comer; then turning west along the north boundary (also Fillmore Street), and 
extending west to a point opposite the west side of Jackson Street; then turning north along 
Jackson Street to Washington Street to outline the Freewill Baptist Church lot, and returning to 
and across Fillmore Street to the place of beginning.

The second piece is located approximately two blocks to the east and is bounded by 
Fillmore Street on the north, Columbia Street on the west. South Cliff Street right of way on the 
south and Harper Cemetery property on the east. Excluded from this rectangle is a parcel at the 
southwest comer of Lancaster Street and Fillmore Street, which is privately owned.

UTM REFERENCE:
5(E) Zone 18 Easting 263657 Northing 4356374
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Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of the Storer College Historic District are based on the historic 
boundaries of Storer College described on a series of maps. The original boundaries of the 
college are shown on the 1869 S. Howell Brown map. It is with this map that the historic nature 
of the discontiguous Storer College district is established. The whole of the two eastern-most 
blocks labeled “Storer College” on the 1869 Brown map were historically owned by the college 
beginning in 1869, however, for the purpose of this district, a privately owned dwelling on the 
comer of Fillmore Street and Lancaster Street has been excluded. While a series of purchases 
through the years enlarged the Storer College campus, block HH and block GG (except lots 6 
and 7), were never owned by the college, are now in private ownership, and are therefore 
excluded from the Storer College Historic District boundary. Lots 6 and 7 of block GG were 
owned by the college and are now owned by the Harpers Ferry NHP and are therefore included 
in the district. A 1908 map of the property of Storer College indicates the lots and blocks 
purchased by the college to the south and west of the main campus establishes the general 
boundary of the main campus. The Storer College Historic District boundary for the main 
campus also includes several intervening lots, not indicated as owned by the college on the 1908 
map, but shown on a 1958 National Park Service map as having college buildings on them.
These lots are now owned by the Harpers Ferry NHP and are therefore included in the current 
boundary. The church lot, on the east end of block JJ was part of the 1869 campus property and 
is included in the district boundary. The lot located on the west of block II, opposite the church, 
was also originally part of the 1869 campus and at one time was the location of the President’s 
House. The building is gone however, and the lot is now privately owned and is therefore 
excluded from the district boundary.
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National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form _ ____

HAT PF0^ '■ii'i.'iFnC PLACES
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See ir ilm^orkftiHOfaU>
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marllflS V in the'appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word process, or computer, to complete all items.

RECEIVED 2280

JUN 2 2 2001

1. Name of Property

historic name Tattersal Property 

other names

2. Location

street & number Union Street

city or town Bolivar 

state WV

□ not for publication 

______  □ vicinity

code WV county Jefferson code 037 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nomination □ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and me^ the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In rny opinion, the property □ meets □ dq« 
not meet the Natioral^Register cmena. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ 
See continuation ^dfor additiqpa comments).

■ <P/

fujjprW certifying office/Title 

National Park Service
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opin^, the

/

, the property □ meets Nation^ Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional comments).

Sl|n|t«lfe dt TOrtifyingofficenTtle ,r7Wx.^ “Ds-i-ipo ^Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

ire of the. Date of Action



Tattersal Property Jefferson County
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many tMxes as apply)

□ private
□ public-local
□ public-state 
S public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one txjx)

□ building(s)
□ district 
K site
□ structure
□ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing

1

Noncontributing
________ 2______ buildings
_______________  sites
_______________ structures
________________ objects

2 Total

Number of contributing resources previously 
Listed in the Nationai Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Landscape/Natural Feature (cliff, hilltop) 
Recreation and Culture/outdoor recreation 
Agriculture Subsistence/agricultural field

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/single dwelling

7. Description
Architecturai Classification
(Enter categories from instructions) 

No Style

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation Concrete block 
Walls Aluminum siding

Roof
Other

Vinyl siding
Metal

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Tattersal Property
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Jefferson County, WV
County and State

Physical Description:

The Tattersal property is located on a flat-topped hill at the intersection of Union Street 
and US Route 340, overlooking the Shenandoah River to the south. The southern boundary of 
the property is a cliff of rock and wild vegetation. The house and associated buildings are located 
on about one acre of cleared land at the top of the hill on a two-acre parcel. A mixture of mostly 
deciduous trees surrounds the clearing. The yard is grassy and a great number of flower garden 
beds are established around the house.

The TattersaU house is a one-story frame dwelling constructed over several years, 
beginning in 1946. The house sits on a cement block foundation, the front (south), four bay, 
elevation appears to be an enclosed porch with a low pitched shed roof, one bay deep, with a two 
pane, sliding window on the west elevation. The front bays consist of two, three-part windows 
with a fixed large center pane, and smaller one over one sash windows on either side. A front 
door with storm screen door is placed between the two window sets. A fourth front bay, on the 
southeast comer is a smaller one over one sash window. This section of the house probably sits 
on block piers, these are masked with a formed concrete pad and step on the front, and wood 
paneling on the sides. The middle section of the house is one story with a small square, single 
pane attic window in the gable ends. The first story is two bays deep with one single and one 
paired, one over one sash window. A stuccoed chimney is located centrally in the peak of the 
roof The rear section of the house sits on the same block foundation as the middle section, it is 
one bay deep with a low pitched shed roof The window has one over one sash. The siding over 
all of the above sections of the house is aluminum, the roof is standing seam metal. Attached to 
the rear of the back section is a one bay, frame addition with flat roof The rear (north) elevation 
is three bays, two paired one over one sash windows and a central door. The addition sits on a 
poiued (or formed) concrete pad. The siding on the addition is vinyl, the roof is channeled 
metal.

The complex of outbuildings, located north of the dwelling house, is a series of garage, 
carport, workshop, and sheds. All appear to be connected in some way, and were built over a 
long period of time. Construction materials include: a steel framed carport with some wood 
panel siding, wood frame garage, workshop and sheds, with both wood German siding, wood 
clapboard siding, and asbestos shingles. Roofing materials appear to be channeled metal over 
all. Three small sheds indicated on the 1995 NPS Survey of the Tattersal! tract were not 
observed.



Tattersal Property Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or nwre txwes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

n B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance

1848-1944

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:
□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance:

The Tattersall Property is significant under National Register Criterion A as a 
contributing element to the whole landscape of the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. The 
2.06 acre lot, although referred to in earlier deeds as slightly over 3 acres, appears to have 
retained its essential boundaries since at least 1848. Traditionally a cleared but vacant lot, the 
“Circus Hill Lot” has played a variety of roles in the community landscape of the Harpers 
Ferry/Bolivar area. It is part of the Multiple Property Documentation entitled “Historic 
Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,” within the contexts, “Patterns of 
Development in the Post Civil War Harpers Ferry Areas, 1865-1955,” “Harpers Ferry in the 
Civil War,” and “Black Education in the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar Area from 1864-1955.” The 
property type is a community resource.

The Tattersall tract is located on the southwestern boimdary of the town of Harpers Ferry, 
atop a promontory between Camp Hill and Bolivar Heights. Bounded on the west by Union 
Street, and on the south by cliffi along the Route 340 corridor (formerly Shenandoah Street), the 
lot overlooks the Shenandoah River to the south, just at the western tip of Virginius Island.
While there is a house currently located on the lot, constructed in 1946, it appears the tract 
remained undeveloped for most of its history.

Resource History

Sometime prior to 1848, Lewis Wemwag, a well-known local bridge builder who lived 
on Virginius Island, purchased the Union Street lot from George Rowles. No deed was 
recorded for this transaction unfortunately, and in 1848, both men having passed away, a special 
commissioner was appointed by the Chancery Court to settle the ownership dispute between the 
heirs of George Rowles and Lewis Wemwag. The settlement placed the lot in the hands of 
Wemwag’s heirs, which they retained for 68 years. At some point during this time the lot 
became known as the “Circus Hill Lot.” A reference to this name is fotmd in the 1914 deed 
from Julia Aim Wemwag Johnson to S. W. Lightner. The locally produced Woman’s Club 
newsletter. The Mountain Echo, dated August, 1919, described the origin of the name:
“This hill.. .received its name from the fact that, in ante-war days, John Robinson’s famous 
circus annually pitched its tents on the flat top of the hill, not far from the point overlooking the 
river, and attracted large crowds from the surrounding country.”*

*The Mountain Echo. Vol. 1, No. 2, August 1919, Henry T. McDonald Papers, Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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The apparent use of the hill lot, before the Civil War, for a circus location, indicates the 
lot was probably maintained as a cleared field or meadow. The same newsletter article notes 
that Ci\^ War soldiers were thought to have been buried on the north end of the lot. The bodies 
were later removed, according to the article, leaving depressions in the ground.^ While the 
possibility exists that this anecdote is true, fiirther research would be necessary to document the 
validity of the newsletter accovmt.

The 1914 purchase of the “Circus Hill Lot” by Scott W. Lightner, a Trustee of the nearby 
Storer College, began a new association for the hill parcel. In 1916, Lightner sold the property to 
Storer College. The 1919 Mountain Echo article described the lot as “now imder cultivation as 
the property of Storer College.”^ Immediately east of the hill lot, across a ravine, was the 
western boundary of the Storer College campus, occupied by the college bam and gardens used 
in the Husbandry and Gardening courses at the college. A photo fi-om the 1913-14 college 
catalogue shows this view, probably taken fi-om the “Circus Hill Lot” location.'* Until 1942, 
Storer College had been operating as a two-year college, with emphasis not only on Education 
Certification, but also instmction in Industrial Arts and Agriculture. In 1942, Storer College 
began offering four-year degrees in Education, Science, and Home Economics.’ With a waning 
emphasis on agricultural education, the college perhaps no longer needed the extra acreage of the 
“Circus Hill Lot.” In 1944 the Tmstees of Storer College sold the lot to Edward Tattersall.

Edward Tattersall began building his modest home on the summit of the “Circus Hill 
Lot” in 1946. Unfortunately, Edward died the same year, unable to complete construction of the 
building. The lot then passed to Edward’s children, including Melvin Tattersall, who continued 
construction of the house over the next twenty years.® In 1952 Melvin and his wife Dorothy 
aequired sole ownership of the property. The Tattersalls sold the lot to the National Park Service 
in 1995, but retained a “Life Estate.” TTie property is currently vacant.

Resource Evaluation

The Tattersall Property, historically known as the “Circus Hill Lot,” is part of the 
Multiple Property Documentation Form entitled “Historic Properties of the Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park.” The tract of land is significant as a contributing element to the overall 
natural and cultural landscape of the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar area. In the years before the Civil

^Ibid.
’Ibid.
'*Storer College Catalogue, 1913-1914, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 

Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
’Storer College Catalogue, 1942-1943.
^Personal communication from Dorothy Tattersall, May 1999.
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War, its use was as the site of circus entertainment. During the war the site was possibly used 
for observation and burials. In the years of re-development following the war, the property was a 
cultivated field for the education of Afiican American students at Storer College. All of these 
incarnations of the “Circus Hill Lot” have made it an integral part of the Harpers Ferry cultural 
landscape. The buildings currently on the property are considered to be non-contributing to this 
history.

The historic integrity of the Tattersall Property remains good, despite the presence of the 
Tattersall house and associated buildings on the lot. The smrounding setting remains much the 
same. Union Street has seen very little modem development, the backlots bordering the ravine 
to the east are still wooded, as is the ravine (as seen in the 1913 Storer College Catalogue photo). 
The subject lot remains cleared of trees on the summit, because of the dwelling complex, and a 
large number of flower gardens have been established. Despite the fact that the former 
Shenandoah Street below the lot is now Route 340, the change does not intmde on the integrity 
of the lot due to the tremendous height of the clifiF on which the lot sits. Because of this height, 
the view shed of the Shenandoah River and the Loudoun Heights beyond has remained 
essentially unchanged by development below.
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Major Bibliographical References:

Brown, S. Howell, Map of Harper Ferry, 1869, Jefferson Co. Court House, Charles Town, WV. 

Bushong, Millard K., Historic Jefferson County, Boyce, VA: Carr Publishing Co., Inc., 1972.

Henry T. McDonald Papers, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV. 

Jefferson County Land Records, Jefferson Co. Court House, Charles Town, WV.

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1907, 1922, 1933, West Virginia University Archives, Morgantown, WV. 

Storer College Catalogues, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.



Tattersal Property Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 2.06

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 1| 8|2|2l6l3l2|7|l 
Zone Easting

4|3 8|8|2 I I I
Northing

I I I I I

Verbal Boundary Description
(Descritje the txxindaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the txxjndaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting

_L I I I

I I
Northing

□ See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith B. Wallace, Research Associate 

organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. date 6/99, rev. 12/00
street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 

city or town Hagerstown___________ State Maryland
telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

Name Harpers Ferry NHP

street & number P.O. Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. sea.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response inciuding the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenivork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaries are those shown and described on the attached survey plat for NPS tract 103-41. 
The property is also verbally described in Jefferson County Deed Book 186, page 407, and 
contains 2.06 acres.

Boundary Justification:

This is the entire property, as surveyed and deeded in 1944. These appear to be the historic 
boundaries for the property.
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NOTES:

1) N.P.S. MONUMENTS PER SURVEY 
BY BRAND ENGINEERING COMPANY. MARTINSBURG. WV. 
DATED JUNE 1952. AND J, B. FERGUSON i COMPANY. INC. 
HAGERSTOWN. MD.. DATED JANUARY 1965.

2) REFERENCE IS MADE TO STATE ROAD PLANS ENTITLED
•PLAN AND PROFILE FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE ROAD.
ROUTE NO. U S. 340, PROJECT NO. E R.H 1-{1) AND 
F 276(1). BOLIVAR - VIRGINIA STATE LINE*,

DATE: OCTOBER 1945. REVISED: SEPTEMBER 1947. AND. 
•PLAN AND PROFILE FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE ROAD, 
PROJECT NO. STATE E.R.H. 1C. UNION STREET.
HARPERS FERRY'. DATED: MARCH 1940.
BOTH DOCUMENTS ARE OF RECORD IN THE CLERK'S 
OFFICE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY. WEST VIRGINIA.

3} FURTHER REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE FOLLOWING 
DEED BOOKS AND PAGES:
OB 160. PG 177 
DB 166. PG. 490 
DB 160, PG. 147 
OB 113. PG. 393 
DB 111, PG. 99 
DB 83. PG 52
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Register caHistoric Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking V in the appropriae box or by entering 
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural 
classification, materias, and areas of significance, enter only cooties and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-9(X)a). Use a typewriter, word process, or computer, to complete ai\ items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Bradley Nash Farm 

other names

2. Location

street & number Old Furnace Road

city or town Harpers Ferry 

state WV

□ not for publication 

_______  □ Vicinity

code WV County Jefferson code 037 zip code 25425

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

/^ignatufe of certifying office/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, the property □ meets □

ajikcJL^
Regi^ criteria (□ See continuation sheet for Mditional corpnents).

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nomination □ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ 
See continuation she^^eraOditiori^ comments).

agnSfuretSTcerfi^ng office^itte ^ Date

National Park Service ________
state or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

I hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□/Amoved from the Nations^ Registw. 
’pother (explain):

nnature of the Date of Action

rh/ot

NfhP



Nash Farm Jefferson County
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

□ Private E] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing

□ public-local □ District 5 buildings

□ public-state □ Site 1 sites
public-Federal □ Structure structures

□ Object objects
6 Total

number of contributing resource previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic/Single Dwelling

Defense/military facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Landscape/park

7. Description
Architecturai Ciassification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Bungalow/bungaloid

Materiais
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation Concrete block_______
walls Weatherboard/German siding

roof
other

Metal

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Physical Description:

The Nash Farm consists of approximately five contiguous town lots in a relatively 
undeveloped section in the northwest comer of the town of Harpers Ferry. Surrounded by 
wooded lots, the Nash Farmstead is situated on a grassy hill overlooking the Potomac River. The 
residence is located along Old Furnace Road, but is screened fi-om view by large evergreens.
Fmit trees and flowerbeds also form part of the domestic landscape. The building complex is 
located in the southeast comer of the property. The buildings all date from the 1920s-193 Os, and 
are of frame constmction. The complex includes a house, dairy bam, milk house, a small 
“chapel” created from a springhouse, a secondary dwelling and sheds. The buildings are 
currently vacant and used for storage.

The Nash Farm main house is a 1 ‘/2-story frame, gable end dwelling on a concrete block 
foundation. The west elevation, fronting on Old Furnace Road, is three bays wide in a window/ 
door/ window pattern. The half-glass, 6 light door has a pedimented entrance porch supported 
with square columns on a poured concrete base. Windows have 6 over 6 sash unless otherwise 
noted. The three bay depth of the house is approximately the same ^ls its width, with a low- 
pitched roof, giving the building the feel of a bimgalow without many of the elements of the 
bungalow style. The north side elevation has a three part window with a fixed single pane center 
and 4 over 4 sash on either side, in addition to two 6 over 6 windows. The south elevation has 
one three-part window of the same design. Both elevations have two full-size 6 over 6 sash 
windows in the upper story. The rear (east) elevation has a walkout basement story with a multi
pane glass enclosed, hipped roof porch. The roof is metal, with two interior brick end chimneys. 
The exterior is covered with wooden German siding.

The interior of the main house has a central hall pattern with most of the living area on 
the first and basement stories. The interior woodwork, wall treatments, and appliances appear to 
date from a 1960s renovation.

Outbuilding Descriptions:

In addition to the main house the Nash Farm complex includes a frame gambrel roofed 
dairy bam, a frame milk house, and a two-story frame secondary dwelling. In addition, there is a 
small gothic styled ornamental building, which was probably originally a springhouse.

The dairy bam is located north of the house. It is six bays deep with a concrete block 
foundation, narrow gauge wood siding and metal roof with two aluminum round vents. The 
milkhouse located between the house and bam, is a one-story gable-roofed building, which has 
been converted into an apartment. It has wood siding and a standing seam metal roof with three
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round vents, each with a weather vane decorated with a cow figure and the word “James.” A 
greenhouse addition has been added to the north elevation of this building. Just northeast of the 
bam is a two-story fi-ame tenant house, two bays wide, and one bay deep, with lapped wood 
siding. East of the tenant house, along the northern tree line is a fi-ame shed complex, for small 
machines, wood, etc., with unpainted vertical siding. To the south of the main house, located in 
a wooded area on the side of a ravine is a small fiame, one room building with German siding 
and a metal covered gable roof A door and window are located in the east elevation, and 
windows are on the west and south elevations. On the north elevation a previous door opening 
has been covered and replaced with a stained glass window. Around the window and rising 
above the roof line is a Gothic styled three-part arch made of wood. This ornamental has the 
appearance of a chapel or shrine, but may have begun as a typical farmstead spring house.



Nash Farm Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Appiicabie National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community planning and development
Military

Period of Significance

1851-1977

Significant Dates

1862
1928
1951

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previou^ listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:
□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance:

The Bradley D. Nash Farm is significant under National Register Criterion A as a 
Historic Landscape associated with events, which occurred during the Siege of Harpers 
Ferry in September 1862. The Nash farm complex is also significant under National 
Register Criterion A as a small farm developed during the early 20**" century. Within the 
town’s setting, it contributes to Harpers Ferry’s landscape. The property’s significance in 
the Harper’s Ferry community continued through its association with Bradley D. Nash, 
twice mayor of Harpers Ferry, park historian, and important agent in the development of 
the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park (formerly Monument). Nash’s close 
association with West Virginia Congressman Jennings Randolph, whose efforts in the 
1930s and ‘40s helped create the Harpers Ferry National Monument, was crucial to the 
continued congressional support of the Park.

The Nash Farm is part of the Multiple Property Documentation, “Historic 
Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” The Nash property illustrates the 
following property types developed as part of the multiple property submission: Military 
Sites associated with the context of Harpers Ferry in the Civil War, and Farms, 
Residential and Community Resources, associated with the context of Community 
Development, 1865-1955. The period of significance for the Nash Farm extends to 1977 
because of the activity of Bradley Nash in the development of the Harpers Ferry 
community as mayor, and in the development of the Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park. The predominant significance of the property however, was more than 50 years 

ago.

Resource History

Throughout the half century prior to the devastating years of the Civil War, the 
expansive economy of Harpers Ferry was based on the United States Government owned 
arsenal and musket factory. Most of the land within the town boimdaries was 
Government-owned, including the lower town and along the banks and islands of the 
Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers, excepting the Wager Reservation on the point at the 
Ferry crossing. On Camp HUl, above the lower town, the Federal land continued 
between Washington St. and the southern cliffs over the Shenandoah River to Boundary 
Street, and between Washington St. and the northern cliffs over the Potomac River to the 
Old Furnace Road. In 1851, the town of Harpers Ferry, Virginia was incorporated, and 
by 1852, the U. S. Government began selling some of the residences and lots in the Camp
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Hill area.* Government ofiBcials had designed and laid out the town of Harpers Ferry in 
blocks of town lots defined by named streets on a grid system. The northwestern-most 
block of lots, Block 3, where the Nash Farm complex would eventually be located, was 
purchased at the 1852 land sale by Thomas Jenkins and remained imdeveloped.^ The 
planned streets which bordered Block 3, North Cliff Street, Van Wert Street and Paulding 
(Pauling) Street were never constructed, although they appear on every map of Harpers 
Ferry, even today.^

During the 1862 siege of Harpers Ferry by the Confederate forces of Maj. Gen. T. 
J. “Stonewall” Jackson, Maj. Gen. McLaws, and Brig. Gen. Walker, the Block 3 property 
was located on the northern end of the Union’s western defensive line along the Bolivar 
Heights ridge. It is likely the undeveloped lot was wooded, providing shelter, and a 
spring located on the lot would have provided fresh water. The steep northern cliffs, and 
the location of the fortifications of Fort Duncan and Maryland Heights directly across the 
Potomac River, would have allowed the lot to be considered a protected location.
Colonel Dixon Miles commanded the Union defensive forces. Unfortunately for the 
Union troops, while the Confederates imder Jackson and A. P. Hill approached the left 
side of the Bolivar Heights defenses from the south and west, McLaws overpowered the 
small Union force on Maryland Heights. McLaws then placed rebel cannon on the 
exposed right of the Union defense and forced their surrender.'' Further research, 
including archaeological investigation, would be necessary to confirm any use of the 
subject lot for encampment or defensive works.

In 1866, Thomas Jenkins sold the Block 3 lot to Christian Nichol for $621.
Within three years Nichol was in financial trouble and his lot was sold at public sale to 
Francis Zoll for $1,200. Nichol was in debt to ZoU in the amount of $1,100, to which 
most of the purchase price was presumably applied. An 1869 advertisement for the sale 
of the property, found in the Virginia Free Press, gives some insight into the relationship 
between Nichol and Zoll, and the reason for the tremendous jump in property value for 
the Block 3 parcel. According to the advertisement, the property for sale consisted of, 
“Nine Acres of Virgin Soil, Lying East and North of the town of Bolivar ... is improved 
by convenient fences and a substantial Tenement House, Brewery, And suitable buildings 
for a large Brewery....” It appears that Christian Nichol, following his purchase of the 
property in 1866, took out a mortgage with Francis Zoll under two Deeds of Trust, “The

308.

'“Harpers Ferry Historic District,” National Register Nomination Form, 1979, Item 8, Page 2.
^This deed was unrecorded, however it is referenced in Jefferson Co. Land Record Liber 1, Folio

^See attached maps, 1869 Map of Harpers Ferry, S. Howell Brown, and Jefferson Co. Tax Assessors map. 
''“Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,” National Register Nomination Form, 1981, Item 8, Page 6.



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8^)

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Section 8 Page 4

Nash Farm
Name of Property

Jeflferson County, WV
County and State

Land to be sold under these Deeds, to secure to Francis Zoll the principal sum of Eleven 
Hundred Dollars, with interest from the 20*'’ day of June 1866

Whether the Zoll family continued the Brewing business is unknown, but they 
held the lot for sbcteen years until 1885 when John Zoll sold it to J. Garland Hurst for 
$500. Hurst was a local businessman active in the Harpers Ferry land speculation 
market. The substantially depreciated sale price of 1885 indicates the Brewery was 
probably no longer located on the lot, although deeds would continue to refer to the lot as 
“the Brewery property” for years to follow. The Zoll to Hurst deed of 1885 also included 
“2 acres of unimproved land lying just east of the Brewery lot...,” this being Lot 7 of 
Block 2. The two parcels would be sold separately in 1902 and 1903, following the 
bankruptcy of J. G. Hurst, and continue through several separate owners until 1928 when 
Mary Blaine Barker (Mrs. W. E. Barker) purchased the properties from Richard 
Rutherford, and began developing the small cliff-top farm.® The location of the 
“tenement house” and brewery complex has not yet been determined, but they were 
probably along the river for good access to water and transportation.

The configuration of the current buildings associated with the Nash farm complex 
appears to date from the 1920-30s development of the 9’/2-acre farm by Mrs. Barker. The small 
dairy bam and milk house indicate a modest dairy operation. The tenant house indicates a hired 
dairyman carried on daily operation of the farm. Mrs. Barker lived, presumably with her 
husWd, as deeds do not indicate she was a widow, in the modest quasi-bungalow styled 

dwelling. In 1951, Mrs. Barker sold the first of several parcels to Bradley D. Nash, “7.07 acres 
with dwelling house and other buildings.” In 1954, Nash purchased “wooded land number 7 in 
Block 2.”’ These two parcels comprise the principal area of the farm complex throughout the 
Barker and Nash years [defined as USA Tract 102-23 on attached plat from Jefferson Co. deed 
693/426].

Several other non-contiguous parcels, which were later part of the Bradley Nash 
property given to the National Park Service, were also purchased by Mrs. Barker and 
subsequently sold to Bradley Nash (see attached USA plat for reference).* The Brackett 
lot [USA Tract 102-22] was originally part of the Smallwood Farm purchased by the

^Virginia Free Press. March 4, 1869, microfilm collection. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

^Jefferson Co. Land Records, for the Brewery property 4/234, 0/341, 93/240, 112/170, 130/218; 
for Lot 7, Block 2 0/508, unrecorded deed Nov. 1902, 95/468, 113/88.

’Jefferson Co. Land Records, 185/187(1951), 202/542(1954).
*Jefferson Co. Land Records, 81/130(1885) and 132/536(1929) for Brackett lot; 148/201(1938) for 

Wager/Root lots.
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Storer College trustees in 1867 as a potential site for the college. The 1869 Storer 
College Catalogue declared: “For various reasons, among which is a desire to encourage 
the settlement of the friends of the School in its immediate vicinity, the farm referred to 
above [the Smallwood Farm] has been offered for sale, with the exception of twenty-five 
acres, reserved for a cite [sic] of fiiture College buildings.”’ The 1885 deed from Storer 
College to N. C. Brackett and Lura Lightner includes a plat of the Brackett/Lightner lot 
and the adjoining lots. The plat shows the Brackett/Lightner and neighboring Pennock 
parcels, equaling nearly 25 acres according to current tax maps, which appear to have 
remained un-suMivided and undeveloped with the exception of a forty-foot right-of-way 
bisecting the lots. It is possible that these were the parcels reserved for the future college 
campus that was never realized. The forty-foot right-of-way was never improved, and in 
1929, Louise Brackett, N. C. Brackett’s widow, sold the seven-acre parcel to Mary Blaine 
Barker.

A second parcel of lots [USA Tracts 102-25, 26, and 27], located on Old Furnace 
Road and bisected by the border between the corporations of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, 
were purchased by Mrs. Barker from Sarah Jane Dinkle in 1938.'“ These tracts do not 
fall within the nomination boundaries.

The farm complex, during the years of the Nash ownership, gradually became 
linked with the dynamic personality of Bradley D. Nash. Nash and his wife, Ruth, 
established their residence on the Barker farm in 1951. That same year, nearly a decade 
after passing H. R. 3524 “to provide for the establishment of the Harpers Ferry National 
Monument,” the United States Congress finally passed the appropriations bill necessary 
to begin Park operations." Nash became immediately involved in the development of the 
park. Bradley Nash, a World War II veteran, had worked for many years in Washington 
D. C., in a variety of management positions in several Federal departments. His personal 
contacts, including a close fiiendship with West Virginia Congressman Jennings 
Randolph, must have proved a usefUl asset in gamering continued congressional interest 
in the tiny historical park in the mountains of West Virginia. At a 1973 ceremony, which 
dedicated the flagstaff at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park to Bradley Nash, Senator 
Jennings Randolph was the keynote speaker. Park Historian, S. Preston Smith also spoke 
saying “Bradley Nash has been involved in the development of the National Park Service

’storer College Catalogue, 1869, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry National Flistorical 
Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

‘“Jefferson Co. Land Record, 148/201.
"Henry T. McDonald Papers, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Library, Harpers Feny, WV.
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program at Harpers Ferry since its inception.”*^ Smith went on to note that in 1960, Nash 
and his wife donated a portion of their property to the National Park Service, in the 
wooded ravine and along the cliffs beside and below the farm, as a Bird Sanctuary.

As a Trustee of Storer College in its last years of operation, Bradley Nash 
accumulated a great deal of knowledge of the history of the college. After the Harpers 
Ferry National Monument purchased the Storer College campus, Bradley Nash was hired 
as an Historian to research the college in 1963.*^ Following two years of research for the 
National Park Service, Nash went on to become mayor of Harpers Ferry, twice. He held 
office fi’om 1971 to 1977 and 1981 to 1987, earning the admiration and respect of those 
he served. In 1990 and 1991 Bradley and Ruth Nash donated their properties to the 
National Park Service, in exchange for a “life occupancy” on the farm complex parcel.

Resource Evaluation:

The Bradley Nash Farm complex is part of the Multiple Property Documentation 
Form “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” The Nash property 
is significant as a Military Site Property Type, in the Civil War context as a contributing 
element to the landscape of the Bolivar Heights defenses during the 1862 Siege of 
Harpers Ferry. The springhead located on the property would undoubtedly have been 
used as a source of fi’esh water by the Union troops manning the defensive line. The 
farm building complex is significant within the context of “Patterns of Commimity 
Development in the Post-Civil War Harpers Ferry area, 1865-1955.” Within this context 
the Nash complex of farm buildings fall under the Property Type heading. Farms, 
Residential and Community Resources.

The rural setting of the Nash farm complex within the boundaries of 1852 defined 
town of Harpers Ferry symbolizes the unfulfilled potential imagined for the town’s pre
war economy. However, the development of the small farm in the difficult years of the 
1920s and 30s also demonstrates the hope for the future the local population of Harpers 
Ferry and Bolivar held to throughout the late 19* and early 20* centuries. Aspirations 
for the future were demonstrated with the development of new industries, tourism and 
market-oriented fanning.

‘^Martinsburg Journal. “Flagstaff Dedicated At Harpers Ferry Park To Mayor Bradley Nash,” 
April 14, 1973, from newspaper clippings portfolio. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

‘^Morning Herald, “Nash Named Monument Historian,” February 18, 1963, Hagerstown, 
Maryland, from newspaper clippings portfolio. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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The development of the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park (Monument) was 
also pivotal to the economy of Harpers Ferry. The association of the farm buildings and 
attached lands with Bradley D. Nash, an important figure in the development of the 
National Park and the town of Harpers Ferry, adds to the significance of the Nash Farm.

The Nash Farm complex retains a great deal of integrity to its era of development 
as a small dairy farm. While some changes have been made to the interiors of the main 
dwelling and milk house, the outward appearance of the buildings have changed very 
little in the intervening years. Any changes that have been made to the farm complex 
would be associated with the ownership of Bradley D. Nash. Most of the surrounding 
lots remain heavily wooded and undeveloped, probably much as they were during the 
years of the Civil War.
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Nash Farm Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 8.32 acres
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 1 |8 6|2 5|6|5 4 ,3 5 ,6 9|0|3
Zone Easting Northing

1 i8 6 |2 2 |0 |9 4 |3 5 i6 8 |2 |1

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

_L 1 J__L
Zone Easting

I J__L

□ See continuation sheet

I I I I
Northing

J__L

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith Wallace and Paula S. Reed, Ph.D., Architectural Historian
organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc._____________________
street & number 105 N. Potomac Street_______
city or town Hagerstown state Maryland

___ date 6/99, rev. 12/00
telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

name Harpers Ferry NHP
Street & number P.O. Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request Is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instmetions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

All of the property defined on Harpers Ferry Corporation Tax Map #1, as Block 3, Parcels 1 and 
2; Block 2, Parcel 4.

Also included with this nomination, the lot defined on Harpers Ferry District Tax Map #6A, as 
Parcel 1 (contiguous with previously NR nominated Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
property, Map #4, Parcel 6)

Boundary Justification:

The two parcels identified in this documentation are defined by their historic boundaries, 
as seen in attached plats, and as they were delineated at the time of their donation to the park by 
Bradley D. Nash. They are identified separately because they are non-contiguous to each other, 
however each is contiguous with previously nominated National Park property. A third parcel 
(USA Tracts 102-25,102-26, and 102-27), also part of the Nash donation, has not been included 
because the property is not contiguous with any other park property, and does not appear to have 
any historic significance.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marldng “x” in the appropriate box or by entering 
the infomnation requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A" for “not applicable.” For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-9(X)a). Use a typewriter, virord process, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Grand View School 

Other names

2. Location

street & number Putnam Street

city or town Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 

state WV code WV county Jefferson code 037 zip code 25425

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nominabon □ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does 
not meet the NattOfSTR^ist^riteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ 
See continuation she« for ajj&tional comments).

sianatijftf& c»rtifvirK] offic^itle DateSigna^g*^^ certifying office/Title

National Park Service

In my opim^ the proper

------

y

state or Federal^^cy and bureau

_______/x ________
In my opiruoa the property □ me^ National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet fdr additional comments).

T^SHPO- A
of certifying officeH'itle Date

state or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

I hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ determined not eligible for the National 
gister.

/removed from the National Register.

ignature Date of Action

y/T /gy

'removed from the Nations Register. * A f)
other (explain):



Grand View School Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ private
□ public-local
□ public-state 
^ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

K building(s)
□ district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

1

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

number of contributing resource previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education/school

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Govemment/govemment office

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Art Deco (influenced)________

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls Brick

Poured concrete

roof
other

Unknown (probably asphalt)

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and cunent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Physical Description:

The Grand View School is a one-story brick school building in the Art-Deco style, with cast stone 
decorative highlights. It is located on six town lots within the municipality of Bolivar. It is situated near 
the wooded cliff above the Potomac River, on the west half of the one-acre lot. The rest of the lot is in 
grass and gravel parking area. Several small trees have been planted on the lot. The front elevation of the 
school is 9 bays and includes a central, panel and glass, double door entrance within a vestibule, with a 12 
light transom. The brick central vestibule is embellished with a layer of cast stone surrounding it, and 
cast stone stylized shield above, with the 1930 inscription. Immediately on either side of the cast stone 
facade of the vestibule are two stylized brick pilasters which rise several feet higher than the height of the 
building to form a parapet with several courses of brick filling the area between, capped with a layer of 
cast stone. There are 4 sets of large, 16 light windows on each side of the center vestibule, which 
correspond with two interior classrooms. Each window has a small 4 light section, which opens. A 
horizontal line of cast stone runs the length of each wing below the line of windows. The flat roofline of 
the front facade is also capped with a layer of cast stone. The poured concrete foundation is exposed 
several feet above ground level forming a third horizontal line on the building. There are no windows on 
the sides of this front section of the building. The rear brick 4 bay section of the building forms a T with 
the front section. None of the embellishments present on the front section are found on the rear section of 
the building. A brick exterior chimney is located on the northeast comer of the rear section. A ca. 1940 
cement block addition, two bays wide, with shed roof is attached to the rear of the building. There is a 
modem (1990s) handicapped accessible ramp leading to a rear door on block addition. A small frame 
storage shed is attached to the east elevation of the T section of the building.

The interior of the Grand View School building has not been changed since its use as a school. 
From the central entrance to the school a central hall mns south to north with two large classrooms on 
either side, then two smaller classrooms on either side, then leading to the block addition with two 
bathrooms, a janitors closet, and an additional classroom. All interior woodwork, flooring, and slate 
blackboards remain in tact.



Grand View School Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Ethnic heritage/black
Education
Architecture

Period of Significance

1930-1954

Significant Dates

1930

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Frampton and Bowers, Architects

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance:

The Grand View School building is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
association with the development of African American education in the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar area. The 
building is also significant under National Register Criterion C for Architecture, as an example of a 1930 
Art Deco influenced African American school. The construction of the Grand View School building in 
1930 as a separate educational facility for black children, served as a statement of the Harpers Ferry 
School District’s commitment to segregated education. The simple building design, and the decision to 
construct the building without indoor bathrooms, was a testament to the Board’s consideration of the 
black children of the District as ‘second-class’ citizens. However, the Grand View School’s strong 
association with Storer College, as a teacher training facility for the college, and the presence of local 
postgraduates from the college as faculty in the Grand View School, attests to the determination of the 
local African American population to overcome the limitations given them. The school retains a high 
level of architectural integrity with the classrooms and interior and exterior features intact. It is also 
architecturally significant as a modest interpretation of the Art Deco styling prominent among school and 
institutional designs in the 1930s. While the school remained in use until 1965, the predominant 
significance was more than 50 years ago.

Resource History

Following the Civil War, in 1866, an official system for educating blacks in West Virginia was 
established when the State Legislature required schools for “colored” children in sub-districts with at least 
30 eligible 6 to 21 year olds. This system was not heeded in the Harpers Ferry Education District of 
Jefferson County, where sentiment toward black education was not positively received. For several 
decades after the end of the war, northern missionaries associated with the American Missionary 
Association ran the schools for black children in the eastern panhandle of West Virginia. In Harpers 
Ferry, Storer College, run by the Freewill Baptist Church of Maine provided elementary education for 
blacks in the region.

It is unclear how long the elementary program at Storer College continued from its inception in 
1865. By 1887, however, there was apparently no elementary education available for black children in 
Harpers Ferry. An editorial in the Harpers Ferry Sentinel. Oct. 8, 1887, “endorses the petition circulating 
requesting the Board of Education to furnish a school at Harpers Ferry for 42 ‘colored’ children who have 
no school or teacher.” Apparently acceding to their constitutional responsibility, the Harpers Ferry 
District Board of Education began construction of a school. An 1888 issue of the Spirit of Jefferson 
announced the completion of the new “colored” school.' The 1907 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map for the 
Harpers Ferry District, shows the little school as a frame, one story building with a shingle roof, on Ridge 
St., next to the A.M.E. Church and the “Colored” Baptist Church. Although Storer College no longer 
provided the elementary education for local black children, the ties between the College and the “Harpers 
Ferry Colored School” would remain close. The school’s first Principal, William B. Evans, was an 1878

IHaipers Ferry Sentinel, 10/8/1887, Spirit of Jefferson, 3/20/1888, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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graduate of Storer College. Other teachers at the school were also Storer graduates, as well as student 
teachers. The Storer College Catalogue of 1921-1922 lists as one of the Normal School courses 
“Observation and Practice Teaching” and states, “The Public School furnishes an excellent opportunity 
for all normal students to do practice teaching. Here the everyday problems of teaching are discussed.”^ 
The college also continued to provide post-elementary education in their “Prep” (later referred to as 
“Secondary,” and “Junior Hi^ School”) Course, the only high school for black children in the Harpers 
Ferry District until 1942.^

The little frame school on Ridge St. in Harpers Ferry operated for almost 40 years. Serving as the 
only elementary school for blacks in the Harpers Ferry District, it was apparently immediately successful. 
By 1890, the Board of Education reported “this school had become so large and unwieldy for one Teacher 
..that they authorized an Assistant Teacher for two months of the 1889-1890 school year. In 1892 a 
decision was made by the Board to build an addition on the little schoolhouse, rather than build another 
school at Halltown.'* A 1926 enumeration of District students listed 157 black students and 652 white 
students. Although the schoolhouse at Halltown had by this time been constructed, the large population 
of black students had outgrown the tiny two room school on Ridge St. The Board therefore rented, for 
$10 a month, a third room for the school in the basement of “the (Colord) [sic] Baptist Church,” and 
called it the “3"* Room School.” ’

It is clear that by 1926, the Harpers Ferry District Board of Education was facing a problem with 
the “Harpers Ferry Colored School.” Not only was the existing frame building more than 30 years old, but 
it was far too small for its growing student population. At the November 1926 Board meeting, the 
members decided to purchase “the 8 lots of M. M. Arter on Putnam Street Harpers Ferry W Va. for the 
sum of $1,000.”*^

The eight lots on Putnam Street, Lots 1-3 and 14-16 in Block X, and Lots 10 and 11 in Block W, 
were originally owned by the United States War Department, as was most of the rest of Harpers Ferry. 
When the U. S. Government decided to abandon the Rifle Factory and Arsenal in 1868, following the 
devastation of the Civil War, the property was sold in a series of auctions, held in 1868, 1872, 1880 and 
1884. The 1869 S. Howell Brown Map of Harpers Ferry (based on his 1852 map of Harpers Ferry), was 
commissioned to be the official survey of governments lots for reference at the property sales.^
Speculators bought many of the vacant lots. These investors later sold the lots to individuals who would 
build on the properties.

Town,WVA.

2Storer College Catalogue 1921-1922, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

SStorerCoUege Catalogues, 1898-99, 1921-22, 1942^3.
4Harpcrs Ferry District, Board ofEducation meeting notes, Nov. 1889 and 1892; records located at Jefferson Co. Board of Education, Superintendents Office. 
51bid., j^ril and July, 1926.
6Ibid., November, 1926; see also Jefferson Co. Land Record, Liber 131, Folio 384, Mag^ W. Arter to Board ofEducation, Jefferson Co. Court House, Charles

L.

7See Jefferson Co. Land Record, Liber 3, Folio 25, for reference
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In this particular case, the six lots in Block X were purchased by James Burton at the 1868 
auction. The lots were then sold as a block through several owners, J. Garland Hurst in 1886, Mary J. 
Teamey in 1902, and Jared M. Alter in 1919, all of whom were active in the speculation of land in the 
Harpers Ferry area. The two lots located in Block W were purchased by Mary D. Price in the January 
1872 government auction, and, like the Block X lots, moved through a series of owners who were active 
in the real estate market, including Edmund Chambers in April 1872, Lura B. Lightner in 1887, and Jared 
M. Alter in 1891. The 1926 purchase of the eight lots on Putnam Street by the Harpers Ferry District 
Board was remarkably farsighted, for it was not until 1929 that construction began for a new school 
building.

A bond proposal for new school buildings in the Harper Ferry School District in 1929 included 
$15,000 for a brick, four-room building with auditorium for black children, as well as $60,000 for a 
whites-only District High School, and $22,000 for a white elementary school at Millville.* The bond, 
overwhelmingly passed by the voters in June 1929, actually only allowed $10,000 for the black school, 
eliminating the auditorium and modem bathrooms. By comparison the new whites-only high school at 
Bolivar, also approved in the 1929 bond, was provided with $80,500 for construction, and included not 
only modem bathrooms but also an auditorium and a gymnasium. As construction was underway on all 
three schools, in the summer of 1930, the Board of Education accepted contracts for septic systems to be 
installed at the Millville School and the Harpers Ferry High School. No mention is made of such 
arrangements for the “Harpers Ferry Colored School.” However, at the same meeting, the Board 
appointed a janitor, by the name of Butler Burrell, to the new “colored” school for the school year 1930- 
31.’

Despite the paltry sum provided for the new black school, an attempt was made at using the 
modem, Art-Deco architectural style of the period. The new school, eventually called Grand View 
School by the Board in 1931, was located on the Putnam Street lots purchased in 1926, and did indeed 
command a “grand view” of the Potomac River. Designed by the architectural firm of Frampton & 
Bowers, of Huntington, West Virginia, Grand View School was a much simplified version of the new 
high school at Bolivar designed by the same firm. However, if the Harpers Ferry District Board of 
Education thought they were providing “separate but equal” education to the African American students 
in their charge, they were sadly mistaken. The issue of sanitary facilities, or the lack thereof at the Grand 
View School, would haunt the Board for years.

At the December 1931 Board meeting, “R. E. McDaniel Principal of Grand View School 
appeared before Board and asked that new toilets be installed and if possible an auditorium be added to 
Building.”'® The recording Secretary’s notation “not much possibility of...” because of recent large 
expenditures was probably not surprising. It was not until July 1932, that the Board “authorized... to 
have two sanitary closets built outside on Grand View School.” In August that year, the Board records

SSheila Crane and Bmce J. Noble, Jr., “Grand View School,” unpublished report. Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, WV, p.l.

9Harpers Ferry District, Board of Education, meeting notes, August 1930. 
lOIbid., December 1931.
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showed, “W. B. Harris’ bid for building two modem toilets for Grand View School accepted, his price to 
be $50 each. Toilets to be 4 Vi x 8 with 4 seats each, concrete pits 4 feet deep, asphalt shingle roofs, 
German siding outside, pipe ventilators and separate [seat?] for teachers.”*' It is probable that the 
outhouses, here describ^ as “modem toilets,” were not what Principal McDaniel had in mind. Not until 
ca. 1940 would a concrete block addition on the rear of the school be constructed with real modem toilet 
facilities included.*^

Regardless of the sanitary facilities at the new school, the Storer College tmstees, of which 
Principal Robert McDaniel was one, were clearly proud of the stylish brick building. The 1932-1933 
college catalogue included a photograph of the Grand View School with the caption “Grand View School 
Where Teacher Training Work Is Done.” Under the Normal School Department course list, a notice read: 
“Important-The work in Practice Teaching is done at ‘Grand View’ public school, where opportunity for 
such educational laboratory work is modern and excellent.”*^ The Grand View School continued to play 
a large role in the elementary education program at Storer College, especially beginning in 1942, as Storer 
College began offering full, four year, college degrees, including the “Degree of Bachelor of Arts in 
Elementary Education” as well as “Elementary Certificates.” The college catalogue for 1942-43 lists 
under the college Faculty, the principal of Grand View School, Clarence T. Napper, a graduate of Storer 
College, and the three other teachers at the school, two of them also Storer graduates, as “Critic Teachers” 
also part of the education program. The 1945-1946 catalogue adds teachers from the new Page-Jackson 
High School for African Americans, located in Charles Town as part of the new Jefferson County 
Education District, to the list of Critic Teachers, expanding the college ties to local black public schools.

The Grand View School, and the other segregated black schools in the Jefferson County District, 
Page-Jackson High School and Eagle Avenue Elementary in Charles Town, were all affected by the 1954 
Supreme Court decision making segregated education based on race illegal. From 1954 to 1965 Jefferson 
County schools were opened to all students using a “freedom of choice” plan. According to Millard 
Bushong this plan, while having the appearance of being nondiscriminatory, allowed some schools to 
continue as all black schools, including Grand View and Page-Jackson, since no whites “chose” to enter 
those schools. In 1965 the Federal Government insisted the county comply, the Grand View Elementary 
School and Page-Jackson High School were closed and the students integrated into the local white 
schools.'^ For several years following, the Grand View School was used as an integrated school for the 
5* and 6*** grades of the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar area.** In 1971 the new C. W. Shipley Elementary School 
opened just west of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, and the Grand View School was permanently closed.

"Harpers Ferry District, Board of Education, meeting records, July and August 1932.
*^Crane and Noble, p. 4.
'^Storer College Catalogue 1932-1933, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers 

Feny, WV.
'“Ibid., 1942-1943 and 1945-1946.
'^Millard K. Bushong, Historic Jefferson County. Boyce, VA: Carr Publishing Co., Inc., 1972, p. 385. 
**Crane and Noble, p. 4.
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The development of black education in the Harpers Ferry area was a difficult road in pro
secessionist Jefferson County. Because of the strong convictions and tenacity of the white missionaries 
who established Storer College in Harpers Ferry, that road was made easier for the fairly large local black 
population. Despite the less than cooperative Board of Education, the Grand View School and its 
pr^ecessor provided the education needed for African American children to advance through the Storer 
College curriculum and acquire an education.

Resource Evaluation:

The Grand View School building is part of the Multiple Property Documentation Form entitled 
“Historic Properties of the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” Within the context of “Black 
Education in Harpers Ferry,” it is significant as an African American Schools Property Type. The 
integrity of the Grand View School building both on the interior and the exterior remains intact, as does 
as setting. The exterior of the school building has not been changed since its use as school with the 
exception of the addition of the handicapped accessible ramp on the rear. The school grounds are grassy 
with occasional small and medium ornamental trees. Some new home development has occurred nearby 
but is screened by trees. Many homes that would have been present during the operation of the Grand 
View School are still intact. The location of the school building remains isolated from the center of 
Bolivar and Camp Hill. The interior of the building, while being used by the Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park as offices, is unchanged from its original appearance. Original woodwork, flooring, and 
blackboards all remain in place giving the sense of the school atmosphere immediately upon entering.
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10. Geographical Data

1.09 acresAcreage of Property _____________

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 Ail 6|3 2|1|0
Zone Easting

4|3|5|6 6 |4 |4 
Northing

I _L J__L I I J__L

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

I I__L
Zone Easting

_L

I I
Northing

I I

□ See continuation sheet

J__L

J__L

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith B. Wallace, Research Associate 

Organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. date 6/99, rev. 11/00
Street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 

city or town Hagerstown___________ state Maryland
telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ot the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

Name Harpers Ferry NHP
Street & number P.O. Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register cS Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. sea.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8^)

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Section 9 Page 2

Grand View School
Name of Property 

Jefferson County, WV
County and State

Major Bibliographical References:

Brown, S. Howell, Map of Harpers Ferry, 1869, Jefferson Co. Court House, Charles Town,WV.

Bushong, Millard K., Historic Jefferson County. Boyce, VA: Carr Publishing Co., Inc., 1972.

Crane, Sheila and Bruce J. Noble, Jr., “Grand View School,” unpublished report. Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park, Harpers Ferry, WV.

Harpers Ferry District, Board of Education meeting notes, 1889-1912 and 1913-1933, records located at 
Jefferson Co. Board of Education, Superintendents Office.

Jefferson County Land Records, Jefferson Co. Court House, Charles Town, WV.

Newspaper collection, microfilm. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

All of the property shown as parcel #9, Tax Map #1, for Harpers Ferry Corporation, containing 
six lots at the northwest comer of Putnam and Marion Streets.

Boundary Justification:

The acreage included is the entire amount of land currently associated with the school. It 
accommodates the school building, parking lot and surroimding grovmds.
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1. Name of Property

historic name Shipley School (preferred)

other names Old Harpers Ferry High School

2. Location

street & number 847 Washington Street □ not for publication

city or town Harpers Ferry □ vicinity

state WV Code WV county Jefferson code 037 zip code 25425

3. State/Federai Agency Certification
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17 Date a/
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^Slgnatpi^ of certifying officen"itle Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification
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□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□ removed from the National Regi 
Boher (explain):
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Shipley School Jefferson County, WV
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ Private
□ public-local
□ public-state 
^ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

K Building(s)
□ District
□ Site
□ Structure
□ Object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

1

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

number of contributing resource previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Education/school

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Govemment/storage_________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Classical Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls Brick

Concrete

roof
other

Metal

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation she^)
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Physical Description:

The old Shipley School building is located on three contiguous town lots in the Camp 
Hill area of Harpers Ferry. Three lots to the rear of the building were also part of the original 
school property, and are now paved and used for parking. Most of the remaining groimds are 
planted with grass, and there are several small decorative trees. The building faces 
approximately north onto Washington Street and has a wide concrete walk leading to the main 
entrance. The Shipley School building, constructed in 1912 in the Classical Revival architectural 
style, is a brick and cast stone, raised two story institutional building.

The three front bays of the school encompass a central entrance and two banks of four, 25 
light windows on either side of the entrance. The central entrance doors, recessed within a 
vestibule, are surrounded with side lights and 9 over 9 sash windows, and an eight light transom. 
The entrance vestibule is part of the central projecting section of the facade with a pair of yellow 
brick pilasters rising two stories on either side of the entrance. There is a bank of four, 18 light 
windows above the entrance. The pilaster pairs are capped with a cast stone entablature. Above 
this is a red brick section, with a toee part decorative window with diagonal muntins, and a 
stylized parapet. The east and west wings of the facade have two pairs of yellow brick pilasters 
which enclose the first and second story window banks, and are capped with the continuous 
entablature. Above the entablature are several courses of red brick to the flat roofline. A 
partially exposed basement story on the front elevation is encased in cast stone struck with 
evenly spaced horizontal lines running the length of the facade. The east and west wings of the 
basement story have corresponding banks of four windows; the center section has concrete steps 
leading to the first story entrance and 6 over 6 windows on either side (one is boarded over). The 
east and west sides of the building continue with the window bank and pilaster pattern 
corresponding with interior classrooms. The building extends to the east and west one bay at 
each end to include side entrances. The rear (south) elevation of the building continues the 
window bank, pilaster and entablature pattern of the building. A large red brick exterior 
chimney is located on the south elevation. The roof appears to be metal (edges observed at the 
rear of the building). A second story rear entrance has been cut into one of the windows to 
provide handicap access from a c.1970 wooden ramp.

The interior of the building retains much of the school-era woodwork and linoleum. The 
front entrance hall opens into a wide east to west main hall, facing the half panel and textured 
glass, double-door entrance to the auditorium located on the south side of the first story, with 
classrooms on either side. Classrooms are also located on the east and west side of the entrance 
hall on the north side of the building. Boys and Girls bathrooms are located at the east end of the 
main hall. A wood panel open stairway is located at the west end of the main hall, leading east 
up to the second story and west down to the basement story. The basement story includes a
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series of small rooms, possibly partitioned between 1972 and 1993 when the Harpers Ferry 
Center Conservation Laboratory occupied the space.



Shipley School Jefferson Coxinty, WV
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more bcsxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
Significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
History.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
Significant in our past.

^ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Q D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

County and State

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Period of Significance

1912-1950

Significant Dates

1912

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Holmboe and Lafferty, Architects

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested

^ previously listed in the National Register
□ prevfously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

# 
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance:

The Shipley School building is significant under National Register Criterion A for 
its role in the post-Civil War development of the Harpers Ferry/Bolivar area through the 
late 19* and 20* centuries. The building is also signiJ5cant under National Register 
Criterion C for Architecture as an example of early 20* century Classical Revival 
institutional design by Clarksburg, West Virginia architects Holmboe & Lafferty. The 
building represents the growing population of the Camp Hill/Bolivar area, the result of 
economic development through tourism and industry. The large, modem building, in the 
Classical Revival style, would have represented for the citizenry of Harpers Ferry, a new 
era of prosperity. The building was part of a new trend in education toward the 
consolidation of students into larger, better equipped buildings, providing a higher 
standard of education to the students of the district. In West Virginia, the State 
Superintendent of Schools institutionalized the trend in 1910 through the issuance of a 
manual of recommendations for the constmction of modem centralized schools. The 
school consolidation trend was part of a nation-wide process in early 20* century 
education. While the school remained in use until 1971, the predominant significance was 

more than 50 years ago.

Resource History

Following the Civil War, which was devastating to the Harpers Ferry economy, a 
combination of developments contributed significantly to the recovery of the area. First 
the B&O Railroad constmcted the BoUman truss bridge. The new bridge not only 
allowed rail traffic and commerce to continue, it also carried wagon and foot traffic to the 
C&O Canal and turnpike, connected to the expanding markets of Frederick, Baltimore 
and Georgetown. The second important change that occurred in lower Harpers Ferry was 
the sale of the Herr’s Mill complex, on Virginius Island, to the Harpers Ferry Mill 
Company, converting the former cotton factory to a four-story flour mill, and beginning a 
new era of water-powered production in Harpers Ferry.

Further industrial growth spurred by the establishment of The Shenandoah Pulp 
Company on Virginius Island in 1888, and the Harpers Ferry Paper Company on the 
foundations of the old armory rolling mill along the Potomac River in 1890, also 
promised better days for the stmggling community. The Harpers Ferry Power and Light 
Co., which began sharing the Harpers Ferry Paper Co. building around the turn of the 
century, encouraged development in the Harpers Ferry area with the infusion of cheap
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power. Another industry, which began to develop in Harpers Ferry in the 1890s, was the 
brewing and bottling industry.

Non-industrial changes also spurred growth in the Harpers Ferry economy, Storer 
College, established in 1867 for the education of freed blacks, had expanded to such an 
extent by the year 1887, that they were spending $90,000 annually.* The infusion of such 
a sum of money would surely impact the economy of a small town like Harpers Ferry. 
Summer tourism in Harpers Ferry began to grow as a business in the 1870s and 80s. 
Hotels and boarding houses flourished into the 20* century, enhanced by the convenient 
location of the railroad and turnpike, by the breathtaking scenery and mineral springs, 
and by the interest of the general public in John Brown’s 1859 raid, which helped touch 

off the Civil War.

All of the developments in the Harpers Ferry economy, leading up to the turn of 
the 20* century, helped to create rapid growth of the student population in the Harpers 
Ferry District. The educational district of Harpers Ferry, one of five independent districts 
in Jefferson County, West Virginia, was made up of seven sub-districts, including the 
towns of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, as well as several outlying towns and their rural 
areas. The Harpers Ferry District Board of Education began keeping official records of 
their meetings ini 889, the same year the new Harpers Ferry Graded School was built on 
the comer of Washington and Church Streets on Camp Hill. The June 1890 Board 
minutes record the cost of that school as $2,484.^ A similar school was located in the 
nearby town of Bolivar. In less than twenty years the two schools at Harpers Ferry and 
Bolivar were unable to accommodate the number of students attending. A 1909 petition 
by local parents to the District School Board requested consideration of a combined 
graded school located central to both towns, to replace the two smaller schools.^

On October 7,1910, a special meeting of the Harpers Ferry District Board of 
Education was called, “to take up the question of a District High School to be 
conveniently located for the towns of Harper’s Ferry and Bolivar and to be open to all the
youths of the District___ At the same meeting the Board estimated the “additional
sum needed will not exceed Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000)...,” presumably in

•pioneer Press, May 1887, microfilm. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

^Harpers Ferry District, Board of Education Records, 1889-1912 and 1913-1933, Jefferson Co. 
BOE Superintendents Office, Charles Town, WV.

^Jefferson County School News. “Special Edition Harpers Ferry District 1889-1933,” February 
1976, provided through Jefferson Co. BOE Office of Public Relations, (Charles Town, WV., p. 3. 

‘‘Harpers Ferry District, BOE Records, Oct. 7, 1910.
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addition to the established building fund. The District Board, whose responsibility it was 
to levy property taxes for the use of the school district, decided on a supplementary, 
temporary ten cent tax on every $100 of taxable property, to procure the necessary 
additional funds for the new building. The tax levy would be put on the November ballot 
for the public citizenry to vote on. Possibly to enhance the chances of winning the 
affirmative vote on the tax levy, the Board also decided at the October meeting to word 
the vote either “For the High School” or “Against the High School.” The November 8 
vote passed the question overwhelmingly in the affirmative, 454 votes “For” to 48 votes 
“Against.”’ Interestingly, in addition to the estimated $7,000 tax levy and the school 
board building fund, a sum of $2,121.75 had been appropriated by the U. S. House of 
Representatives for the Harpers Ferry School District. The sum represented 
compensation for the schoolhouses destroyed during the Civil War nearly 50 years 
before. The District Board apparently intended to apply the amount toward the building 
of the new Harpers Ferry and Bolivar High School.®

Between November 1911 and Jvme 1912 the six lots chosen for the location of the 
new school building. Block JJ, lots 1-3 and 12-14, on Washington Street, were purchased 
from the various owners.’ Surprisingly, these lots, located on the main thoroughfare 
through Bolivar and Harpers Ferry, had remained vacant into the 20* century. This may 
be a result of the feet that the six lots were originally owned by the United States War 
Department, as was most of the rest of Harpers Ferry. When the U. S. Government 
decided to abandon the Rifle Factory and Arsenal in 1868, following the devastation of 
the Civil War, most of the property was sold in a series of auctions, held in 1868, 1872, 
1880 and 1884. The 1869 S. Howell Brown Map of Harpers Ferry (based on his 1852 
map of Harpers Ferry) was commissioned to be the official survey of government lots for 
reference at the property sales.* Speculators purchased many of the vacant lots and later 
sold them to individuals who would build on the lots.

In the case of the six Block JJ lots, the U. S. Government did not begin selling 
these until 1880 when Lots 1 and 14 were sold to James Conway and Edward Teamey. 
Also sold in 1880 were Lots 10-11 and 4-5 to Alvemon Cross. Cross retained Lots 4 and

’Ibid., Nov. 10,1910.

’Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV, newspaper microfilm 
collection. Spirit of Jefferson. April 19, 1910 and Farmer’s Advocate. April 23, 1910.

’See 1868 Map of Harpers Ferry, S. Howell Brown; Jefferson Co. Land Records; Lots 2 & 
3,107/137; Lot 13, 107/176; Lot 12, 108/11; Lots 1 & 14, 107/327; Lots 10 «& 11, 118/522, Jefferson Co. 
Court House, Charles Town, WV.

*See Jefferson Co. Land Record, Liber 3, Folio 25, for reference.
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5, but sold Lots 10 and 11 to Lura B. Lightner in 1887. Lightner sold the two lots to the 
Board of Education in 1920, possibly as extra playground space for the growing student 
population at the school. W. O. Rau, guardian for the heirs of Conway and Teamey, sold 
Lots 1 and 14 to the Board in 1912. Lots 2, 3,12, and 13 were all purchased at the 1884 
public auction of government property. Lots 2 and 3, piuchased by James Butts in 1884 
for $80.00, were sold by Butts to the Board in 1911 for $600.00, making him a tidy little 
profit. Lot 12, purchased by Edward Colgate in 1884 for $101.00, was sold to William 
Arter in 1887 for $140.00. Arter’s heirs sold the lot to the Board in 1912 for a total of 

$300.00.

The history of Lot 13 was much more complicated. After being purchased by T. 
A. Kirwan and James Watson at the 1884 public sale. Lot 13 was sold to Alvemon Cross 
in 1887. In 1889 Scott W. Lightner purchased the lot, and in 1908 he sold it to Robert 
McDaniel. Both Lightner and McDaniel were Trustees at Storer College. Not 
surprisingly. Lot 13 remained associated with the college through its ownership by James 
H. Robinson, a graduate of the college, who purchased the lot in 1909. Robinson then 
sold Lot 13, along with several lots in Block GG on which he ran a livery stable, to Storer 
College ten months later. In 1911, Storer College sold Lot 13, and the other lots, back to 
James Robinson. Two months after purchasing them, Robinson sold the package to 
Charles Young and Grayson Staley, who apparently took over the livery business. 
Although Lot 13 in Block JJ was apparently never developed. Young and Staley were not 
inclined to sell the lot to the Board of Education. At the January 4, 1912 Board meeting, 
the record notes that the Board felt it would be “necessary to begin Condemnation 
proceedings to procure Lot 13 Blk JJ.”’ The threat of condemnation seems to have 
convinced Young and Staley. Their deed conveying Lot 13 to the Board was dated 
January 19,1912.

The architectural firm of Holmboe & LafFerty, Clarksburg, West Virginia, were 
selected for the design of the building at the January 1912 Board meeting. Holmboe & 
LafFerty had been featured in a manual of recommendations on school architecture 
produced by the West Virginia State Superintendent of Schools in 1910.*® A school 
designed by the firm for EMom, West Virginia bares a striking resemblance to the 
Harpers Ferry District High School (see attached photo). The firm of Holmboe & 
LafFerty designed larger schools for Morgantown and Buckannon, West Virginia, also 
illustrated in the superintendent’s manual. The larger Harpers Ferry School would 
include many of the recommendations of the Superintendent of Schools. In addition to

Co., 1910).

’Harpers Ferry District, BOB Record, January 4, 1912.
“*M. D. Shawkey, State Superintendent of Schools, School Architecture. (Charleston, WV: The News-Mail
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Courtesy Hohnboc & Lafferty, Architects.

Four Room School Building at Elkiior.n, W. Va.

A handsome and much complimented four room brick school 

building, designed to show the groups of windows on the mam 

front. The corners of these school rooms are clipped to facilitate 

the heating and ventilating. The girls’ and boys toilets are placed 

on the second floor over the hallway. This absolutely precludes any 

possibility of obnoxious odors permeating the building, and does not 

impose excessive stair climbing on the second story pupils, as would 

toilets placed in the basement. This equalizes the distance traversed 

to the toilet rooms, compelling scholars from the first floor to ascend 

one flight of stairs, while those on the second floor, being already 

elevated, find it very convenient. Abundant light is furnished by 

windows grouped at one side of the room, and large black-board 

spaces are provided. In this building a 12-foot gynmasium occu
pies the entire basement..
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eight classrooms with banks of windows for air and light, the school was designed with a 
central entrance, central auditorium, indoor bathrooms, and wide stairways. On the 
subject of stairways, the superintendent noted:

Too much stair climbing is likely to cause permanent injmy to girls of high 
school age, hence the building and organization should reduce the danger to 
the minimum. The staircase should be wide - not less than five feet; the tread 
should be about 13 inches wide; the risers should not be more than 6 Vi inches 
in graded schools and 7 inches in high schools. The treads should be very 
simple and thoroughly substantial, as it is constantly subject to some strain.
Round oak about 3 inches in diameter makes a railing both beautiful and 
substantial. Long flights of stairs should be broken by roomy landings which 
provide for a change of direction or rest. Steep stairways are abominable.
Wherever possible there should be a stairway on each side of the hall and the 
whole staircase should be fireproof"

It was probably at this point that the Board members began to realize they had 
drastically underestimated the cost of construction. A February 29,1912 article in the 
local newspaper Virpinia Free Press indicated the contract for the building construction, 
with Frank O. Trump of Keameysville, was for $26,993. One week later, the paper 
reported the groundbreaking ceremony for the “$33,000 high school.”" In October 1912, 
the Board voted for a $35,000 Bond Issue, necessary for the construction of the new 
school, in addition to the $7,000 tax levy and the $2,100 fi-om the Congress. Again, like 
the 1910 tax levy, approval for the bond issue would be put to a vote on the November 
ballot. This time, however, the voters would be asked to vote up or down on the bond 
issue, as well as ‘For’ or ‘Against’ the District High School. In addition, due to some 
question of the legality of the previous tax levy vote, the voters would be asked to vote 
again on the 1910 question. However, this time the vote would be specifically ‘For’ or 
‘Against’ the tax levy. Ironically they would be voting on a tax levy which they had 
already been paying for the last two years. The vote was again overwhelmingly in the 
aflSrmative on all three questions."

Despite the spiraling cost of the new school, the community was undoubtedly 
proud of the resulting building. The substantial red brick building, set with long banks of 
enormous windows, and embellished with prominent yellow brick pilasters and cast stone 
entablature in the popular Classical Revival style, was quite modem looking in the

"Shawkey, p. 42.
"ibid., Virginia Free Press, Feb. 29, 1912 and March 7, 1912. 
"Harper Ferry District BOB records, (October 1912.
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predominantly mid 19*** century town of Harpers Ferry. An August 1919 issue of the 
locally produced newsletter, The Mountain Echo, proudly described the new school;

“Harper’s Ferry’s chief modem attraction, and asset, is its splendid 
District High School, situated on west Camp Hill. The building, erected in 
1912, at a cost of $60,000 [sic], is said to be one of the finest in the State.
The school offers courses in Literature, Mathematics, Modem Languages,
Stenography and Type-writing, and Domestic Science.”*'*

The new school building included an auditorium, which the District Board rented out to 
community groups for entertainment and benefits. Also incorporated in the state-of-the-art 
building was electric lighting. The September 1913 Board minutes reported a light bill of $2.00, 
due to the nearby Harpers Ferry Electric Light & Power Company. In 1926, concrete sidewalks, 
five to six foot wide, were installed along the east and west elevations of the school. The new 
sidewalks led around the south side of the building where new concrete stairs lead to the 
playground behind.*’

The Harpers Ferry High School served a dual role, as an elementary school for local 
students fi-om Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, and as the District-wide high school. High school 
students were brought in fi-om the outlying sub-districts via a contracted bus service.*® The 
concentration of district resources into one district-wide school building, beginning with the 
Harpers Ferry High School, would continue in the high school setting with the 1930 District 
High School in Bolivar, and culminated in the c.1970 Jefferson County High School on Flowing 
Springs Road.

While the Harpers Ferry District High School was described in 1910 by the Board 
of Education to be “open to all youths of the District,” in reality this meant white youths 
only. At the time of the constmction of the new high school building, the Harpers Ferry 
District did not even maintain a high school facility for Afiican American students.
Elementary education through the eighth grade was available for black children at the 
two-room schoolhouse on Ridge Street, in the Bolivar Sub-district, and at another two- 
room school located in Halltown. Following eighth grade, those students who wished to 
continue their secondary education in the Harpers Ferry District would have to attend the

*'*The Mountain Echo. Vol. 1-No. 2, August, 1919, from the papers of Henry T. McDonald 
collection. Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

*’Harpers Ferry District, BOE Records, Sept. 1913 and June 1926.
*®Ibid., Sept. 1913.
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“Prep” course provided at Storer College.” The college would then bill the District 
Board for the tuition of district students. In May 1926, the Board minutes record a bill 
from Storer College for $397.50 for tuition “which the board has refused to pay until 
looked into further.” The Board claimed that the college was billing them for students 
who had “failed in their elementary diploma examinations.” The State Superintendent of 
Schools, who noted that the State required districts to pay tuition for students if they did 
not maintain a high school for those students, settled the disagreement.'* Despite this 
rilling, the Harpers Ferry District never provided a high school facihty for the black 
students under their care. This appalling situation continued after 1933, when the five 
Jefferson County districts were combined into one Jefferson County School District. It 
was not until 1942 that the Page-Jackson High School for African American students in 
the Jefferson Co. District was opened in Charles Town.

By 1928, the sixteen-year old Harper Ferry High School building was already too 
small for the growing population of the Harpers Ferry District, fueled by the expanding 
tourism boom of the early 20*^ century. With the opening of the new Harpers Ferry 
District High School in 1930, in Bolivar, the old high school on Camp Hill became the 
Harpers Ferry Graded School (later Harpers Ferry Elementary School). ” Following the 
creation of the Jefferson County School District in 1933, elementary schools, including 
the Harpers Ferry Elementary School, continued within their various sub-districts, as they 
do today. It appears that no major changes were made to the Harpers Ferry building for 
the next several decades. In 1968, the school was renamed the C. W. Shipley Elementary 
School in honor of Charles Waldron Shipley who had been principal of the school for a 
number of years.^”

In 1971 the Shipley School was closed when the new C. W. Shipley Elementary 
School opened on Route 340, just west of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar. Following the 
closure of the old school the building was leased for several years by the National Park 
Service and used as a conservation laboratory.^' Several changes were made to the 
interior of the building for this use, including the addition of some room partitions and a 
venting system for toxic fumes associated with conservation techniques. The exterior of 
the building remained essentially untouched with the exception of the addition of an 
access ramp and door on the rear elevation, first story. The rear lots fronting on Fillmore

'’See Storer College Catalogues 1868-1945, Storer College Collection, Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.

'"Ibid., May 20, 1926.
'^Harpers Ferry District, BOB Records, 1928-1933.
’"Jefferson County School News, p. 4.
’'Ibid.
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Street, that had been the location of the playground, were converted into a parking area. 
In 1993, the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park purchased the building.

Resource Evaluation:

The Shipley School building is part of the Multiple Property Documentation Form 
entitled “Historic Properties of the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” It is significant 
within the context of the Patterns of Community Development in the Post-Civil War 
Harpers Ferry area, 1865-1955, as a Community Resource Property Type. The integrity 
of the Shipley School remains remarkably intact, particularly on the exterior of the 
building and in its setting. Many of the surrounding buildings appear to date to periods 
prior to the construction of the school in 1912. For example, the 1896 Curtis Freewill 
Church, and several late Victorian houses are located in the immediate neighborhood.
The front of the Shipley School appears unchanged from a 1921 Washington Sunday Star 
newspaper photo.“ The grounds to the rear of the building have been paved and are used 
for parking.

^Washington Sunday Star. June 12, 1921, from the Henry T. McDonald Papers, Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park Library, Harpers Ferry, WV.
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Northing Zone Easting Northing
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

J__L

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith Wallace, Research Associate 

organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. date 6/99, rev. 12/00

street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 
city or town Hagerstown___________ state Maryland

telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

name Harpers Ferry NHP
Street & number P.O. Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry state WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This information is being coHected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or detennine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq,).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fomi. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenivork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The property associated with Shipley School is Lots #1,2,3,10,11,12,13,14 of Block JJ, Harpers 

Ferry Corporation.

Boundary Justification:

The eight lots included with the school are the original six ones purchased for the school prior to 
its construction in 1912, and the two purchased in 1920.
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Courtesy Holniboc & Lafferty, Architects. 

Four Room School Building at Elkhorx, W. Va.

A handsome and much complimented four room brick school 

building, designed to show the groups of windows on the main 

front. The corners of these school rooms arc clipped to facilitate 

the heating and ventilating. The girls’ and boys’ toilets are placed 

on the second floor over the hallway. This absolutely precludes any 

possibility of obnoxious odors permeating the building, and does not 

impose excessive stair climbing on the second story pupils, as would 

toilets placed in the basement. This equalizes the distance traversed 

to the toilet rooms, compelling scholars from the first floor to ascend 

y, one flight of stairs, while those on the second floor, being already 

elevated, find it very convenient. Abundant light is furnished by 

windows grouped at one side of the room, and large black-board 

spaces are provided. In this building a 12-foot gymnasium occu
pies the entire basement.
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See continuation sheet f$- additiorjtf comments).

o/^i^ature
ing officen"itle

National Park Service

Date

Stale or Federal agency and bureau

property □In my opini

of certifying office/Title

meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuahon sheet fey additional comments).

Date
o\

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

I hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□ removed from the Nation^ Register.. 
0'Wr (explain);

ignature of Date ^Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ private
□ public-local
□ public-state 
K public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

^ building(s)
□ District
□ Site
□ Stmcture
□ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

1

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

number of contributing resource previousiy 
iisted in the Nationai Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Industry/manufacturing facility
Industry/energy facility

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Landscape/park ______

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Early 20*^ century industrial

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation 
Walls Brick

Stone

Roof
Other

Metal

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Physical Description:

The Hydroelectric Power Plant is located on the south bank of the Potomac River at 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. The building sits at the eastern end of a dry power canal 
constructed early in the 19* century. Immediately southwest of the building and canal are the 
tracks of the B & O Railroad and the remnants of Potomac Street extended. The property around 
the building is overgrown with low weeds. The power plant building is a two-story brick 
structure on stone foundation with a series of 4 water fltimes leading under the building. It is 
three bays wide at the gable ends with brick arched door/loading bay/window and a small round 
window opening above in each gable peak. There are five bays in the southwest elevation, three 
brick arched windows, one loading bay, and one triple window with 6 over 6 sash windows and a 
wide wood, slightly arched lintel. There is some decorative detail in brick along the cornice line. 
The fa9ade of the building fi-onting on the river (the northeast elevation) has four evenly spaced 
window bays, each with a segmentally arched top. The roof is of channeled metal with one 
round aluminum vent extending fi-om the peak. A steel I-beam fi*ame stands along the exterior of 
the southwestern elevation. Extending fi-om the northwestern gable end, at foundation level, is a 
series of three more flumes, probably fiom the earlier, larger pulp mill building. West of the 
building can be seen an iron, water control gate structure set into the stone walk of the power 

canal.

The interior of the power plant consists of one large space with two small office 
enclosures partitioned off in diagonal comers, north and south. Steel tmsses support the roof 
Two large generators located in the center of the space dominate the interior. Most of the 
interior features remain intact fiom the period that the power plant was used fiom 1925 to 1991. 
However, a fire which occurred in 1998 damaged the north office area. Thk fire did not impair 
the physical integrity of the building.

Two contributing resources include the power plant building and the canal (a stmcture).
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicabie Nationai Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or rrxxe boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

^ A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

13 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

□ D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Industry _________________
Architecture

Period of Significance

1834- 1991

Significant Dates

1925

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cuitural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fomn on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested
3 Previously listed in the Natbnal Register
□ Previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ Designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

if
3 Recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

# WV-61

Primary location of additional data:

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
3 Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
HABS/HAER Records Division
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Statement of Significance:

The Hydroelectric Power Plant is significant under National Register Criterion A for its 
association with three of the major contributing water-powered industries in the Harpers Ferry 
economy from 1799 to 1991. Following the Civil War, when the Federal Government began to 
pull out of Harpers Ferry as a dominant employer, the subsequent industries which occupied the 
former U. S. Armory Rolling Mill site played important roles in the continuation of water- 
powered industry in Harpers Ferry. The power plant building is significant under National 
Register Criterion C for its architectural integrity as an early 20*^ century water-powered electric 
plant. The building retains much of its machinery used during its operation from 1925 to 1991. 
Parts of the building date from earlier structures, which also occupied this site, at least some of 
the stone foundations date from the 1853 Rolling MiU and possibly from the 1834 Tilt-Hammer 
Shop. The Harpers Ferry Hydroelectric Power Plant is part of the Multiple Property 
Documentation entitled “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” The 
building and the associated power canal and its associated structures, are significant within the 
historic context of Industrial Development of Water Power as an Industrial Resource property 
type. While the period of significance for the power plant extends to 1991, the predominant 
significance was more than 50 years ago.

Resource History

The Hydroelectric Power Plant, also known as the Potomac Power Plant, was recently 
extensively researched for the Historic American Engineering Record (HAER), for which a draft 
report No. WV-61 has been produced. The HAER report includes detailed information about the 
history of the building and building site, as well as the machinery from various periods of use of 
the site where the Hydroelectric Power Plant now stands. HAER Report No. WV-61 is used here 
as a principal source of information concerning the history of the power plant.

Beginning in 1799, the United States Government located a musket factory and arsenal 
on the confluence of the powerful Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers at the little settlement known 
as Harpers Ferry. The water from the rivers supplied the power that ran the operations 
associated with the various buildings in the armory complex. Among the United States Armory 
buildings located at Harpers Ferry, was the Rolling Mill (Building No. 18) built in 1853 on the 
foundations of the earlier, 1834 Tilt-Hammer Shop.' Throughout the years of the Civil War 
1861-1864, all of the buildings of the Federally owned armory, with the exception of the now- 
famous Fire Engine House (John Brown’s Fort), were burned repeatedly by both the Union and

‘ National Register Nomination, “Harpers Ferry Historic District, Jefferson Co., WV” 1979, Item 7, Page 2.
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Confederate armies. Undoubtedly these were difficult years for the people of Harpers Ferry, 
nearly all of them employees of the arsenal and armory facilities.

The greatest blow to the Harpers Ferry community came immediately following the Civil 
War, when the U.S. Government decided not to rebuild its armory and arsenal, which had been 
the main industry and employer in the town for 60 years. In 1868, a Congressional Act 
authorized the sale of Federal Government lands at a public auction. The armory, arsenal and 
waterpower rights were sold to Captain F.C. Adams, representing the “Harpers Ferry 
Manufacturing and Water Power Co.” Adams’ real plan for the property, to sue the B&O 
Railroad Co. for its passage across former armory property, was soon discovered and the Adams 
purchase, bought on credit and never paid, was eventually returned to Federal ownership.^

In 1884 the Federal government again put up for sale its holdings at Harpers Ferry. This 
time the armory grounds on both the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers, as well as the water 
rights, were purchased by Thomas H. Saveiy for the purpose of establishing The Shenandoah 
Pulp Company on Virginius Island in 1888, and the Harpers Ferry Paper Company on the 
foundations of the old armory rolling mill along the Potomac River in 1889. The new milling 
businesses of Savery and Co. encouraged a community struggling to reinvent its industrial base. 
This sentiment was expressed by Joseph Barry in his book The Strange Story of Harper’s Ferry, 
written several years after the opening of the Savery and Co. mills; “The new firm-Savory [sic] 
and Co.- are evidently good business men, and it would appear as if they had come to stay, and 
give a start to a new Harpers Ferry.”^ A May 1889 local mention in the Spirit of Jefferson noted 
that the Harpers Ferry Pulp and Paper Co. was “about to become a paying business.”'* Such 
enthusiasm, however, was probably not well placed. The two Savery and Co. mills were never 
large employers and workers were not highly paid. Built during a rapid expansion of the pulp 
and paper mill industry, the mills at Harpers Ferry produced financial hardship for their owner 
due to plummeting paper prices. Profits reported by the Harpers Ferry Paper Co. in 1903, after 
more than 20 years of operation reached only $18,993, and by 1906 had fallen to $5,045.’ 
Finally, in 1925 the Harpers Ferry Paper Company suffered extensive damage fi-om a fire.

^James P. Noffsinger, Harpers Ferry West Virginia. Contributions Towards a Physical History, bovmd 
manuscript, 1958, Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers Ferry, WV, pp. 50-52.

’Joseph Barry, The Strange Story of Harper’s Ferry. The Shepherdstown Register, Shepherdstown WV, 
1979 (first printing 1903), p. 173.

‘*Spirit of Jefferson, May 7, 1889, newspaper microfilm collection. Harpers Ferry NHP Library, Harpers 
Ferry, WV.

’“Potomac Power Plant,” HAER draft report No. WV-61, p. 14.
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Beginning around the turn of the 20*^ century, the Harpers Ferry Power and Light 
Company came into being. The brainchild of the Savery family late in the 19**' century, a Spirit 
of Jefferson newspaper article announced their idea in 1898:

The Pulp Milk at Harpers Ferry have a maximum capacity of 4,000 hp, and for 
some time the owners have considered the question of turning half of this power 
into an electric power plant, to supply the different industries at Charles Town and 
vicinity, with all the power necessary to run their plants as well as lighting 
Harpers Ferry and Charles Town.®

John Livers of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania initially ran the operation, but by 1899 Thomas Savery 
was President and owner of Harpers Ferry Electric Light and Power Company (HFEL&P Co.). 
By 1904, HFEL&P Co. was providing electricity not only for Harpers Ferry’s streetlights, but for 
the town of Brunswick, Maryland as well.’ Housed in the upper story of the main Harpers Ferry 
Paper Co. mill building, the HFEL&P Co. was described by the 1922 Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Map as running “at night only- 2 dynos [sic] operated by water power,” while the paper company 
continued to run “day and night.”* The companion arrangement of the two companies was 
apparently not unusual, owing to common space and turbine power requirements, and continued 
until the 1925 fire, which damaged the building.^

Personal records of the Savery family, researched for the “Potomac Power Plant” HAER 
report, indicate the Savery brothers had been trying to find a buyer for their unprofitable paper 
mills in Harpers Ferry. According to the HAER report, the 1925 fire may have enhanced their 
chances for that eventual sale: “The fire conveniently eliminated the least profitable part of their 
operation, pulp-making, and with the fire insurance payments, allowed the brothers and their 
associates to rebuild a smaller and modernized plant more suited solely to hydroelectric 
generation. The new mill building was completed by June of 1925, new electrical equipment 
was added later that year, and the search for a buyer continued.”'® The Harpers Ferry Electric 
Light & Power Company was sold in 1928 to the National Electric Power Company, a 
subsidiary company of the Virginia Public Service Company. The little brick power plant then 
passed though a series of sales between the Virginia Public Service Con^any and the Potomac 
Edison Company (under the names of Potomac Light and Power Co., Potomac Edison Co. of

®Ibid, p. 17, Spirit of Jefferson. March 22, 1898.
’“Potomac Power Plant” HAER draft report No. WV-61, p. 18.
*Sanbom Fire Insurance Map, 1922, WVU Archives, Morgantown, WV.
® HAER draft Report No. WV-61, p. 19, quote fi-om Duncan Hay, Hydroelectric Development in the United 

States. 1880-1940 (Washington, DC: Edison Electric Institute, 1991).
'““Potomac Power Plant” HAER draft report No. WV-61, p. 22; see also references in report to the Savery 

Family Collection, Hagley Museum and Library, Wilmington, DE.
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West Virginia, and finally, Allegheny Power). The power plant operated until 1991, providing 
power for the Harpers Ferry community. With the closure of the plant, came the end of nearly 
two centuries of water-powered industry in Harpers Ferry."

Resource Evaluation:

The Harpers Ferry Hydroelectric Power Plant is part of the Multiple Property 
Documentation entitled “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” The 
building, and the associated power canal and structures, are significant within the historic context 
of Industrial Development of Water Power as an Industrial Resource property type. The power 
plant building retains its integrity to its use as a hydroelectric power plant, including machinery 
still located inside the building. Its setting, along the river and beside the railroad and power 
canal, retains remarkable integrity to the historic associations of the site.

The Power Plant is a remarkably intact example of late 19* - early 20* century industrial 
architecture. Although its design is unremarkable, the history associated with the building, its 
setting, and its material makes it a singular building. The HAER report (HAER No. WV-61) 
documented the use of materials fi-om the successive industrial buildings associated with the site 
in the construction of the extant power plant building. The sense of historic layering in the 
building and at this site is extremely powerful. HAER historian. Dean Herrin notes, “In fact, the 
building is an icon of Harpers Ferry industry, and like a crazy quilt, is composed of fi-agments of 
significant meaning.”^^

"HAER draft report No. WV-61, pp. 24-26. 

'^Ibid, p. 27.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 48.18 acres
UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 1 18 6 14 5I2J6 4 IT 5 Ifi T IR 14
Zone Easting

6,4

Northing
4 |3 |9 I |4 |3 |s |6 |1 |7 |6

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

118 6 I 3 7 16 14
Zone Easting 

2 6,2 5|4|5

See continuation sheet

4lTl6l6lTl«l4 
Northing

4|3 Al6 9,6,9

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edith Wallace, Research Associate 

organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc. Date June, 1999 rev. 12/00

street & number 105 N. Potomac Street 
city or town Hagerstown___________ state Maryland

telephone 301-739-2070 

zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed fomri:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO) 

name Harpers Ferry National Historical Park
Street & number PO Box 65 
city or town Harpers Ferry State WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Papervmrk Reduction Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or detemiine el',gibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et. seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for renewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundaries are deseribed by the 1918 survey map drafted to show the B&O Railroad 
right-of-way for Track V-36.1/1 through Savery and Co. property. The same map was later used 
in the Potomac Light and Power Co. deed, and finally in the 1984 deed for USA Tract 101-06, 
Jefferson Co. Land Record 565/307. The tract contains 48.18 acres, bordered on the north by the 
Potomac River, on the south along the cliflfe of Camp Hill, and is bisected by the B&O Railroad 

right-of-way.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary includes the entire Savery and Co. property as surveyed in 1918. These 
appear to be the historic boundaries of the U. S. Government property associated with the musket 
factory, as delineated on the 1869 S. Howell Brown Map of Harpers Ferry.

UTM REFERENCE
5(E) Zone 18 Easting 262539 Northing 4357370
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1. Name of Property

historic name 

other names

Maryland Heights, Spur Battery,

Steigman Property

2. Location

street & number Hofl6naster Road

city or town Sandy Hook

□ not for publication 

_______ S vicinity

state MD code MD county Washington code 043 zip code

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this □ nomination □ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and me^ the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does 
not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationally □ statewide □ locally. (□ 
See Mritinuation sheet for additional comment^.

U£jM anU I-
Signature of certifying office/Title Date
National Park Service

-0^

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my Minion, the property ^ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional comments)In my winion, the proj 

'oionmUTe of cettifvinQof certifying office/Title Date

State Historic Preservation Officer for Maryland — Maryland Historical Trust 
State or Federal agency and bureau

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

I hereby, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ Determined not eligible for the National 
Register.

□ removed from the National Register. 
5/other (explain):

ature of Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

Historic properties of the Harpers Ferry National 
Historical Park

□□
Private
public-local □□

building(s)
district

Contributing Noncontributing
buildings

□ public-state site 1 sites
public-Federal □ structure structures

□ object objects
1 Total

number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Defense/fortification
Industrv/Processing/Extraction/processing site

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Landscape/park

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

Foundation
walls

roof
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Physical Description:
The Spur Battery, located on the west side of Elk Ridge at Maryland Heights, stands on a 

protruding plain or “spur” between ravines, giving it its name. Its remoteness, northwest of the better- 
known Naval and 100 pounder and 30 pounder batteries, and below the steep cliffs at the terminus of the 
Exterior Fort, has kept this battery in relative obscurity. This lesser-known battery remains in fair 
condition because of that obscurity, and the extremely rugged access to the site. The National Park 
Service acquired the property upon which the Spur Battery is located in 1993. This documentation is 
being submitted as part of a larger multiple property documentation form discussing resources associated 
with the Harpers Ferry National Park. Although the Park was listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1981, several properties, like this one have been acquired since, and are now being included 
through the multiple property submission process.

Access to the Spur Battery site is achieved following the old charcoal roads along the western 
slope of the Maryland Heights, moving south to north. The roads fade out a distance from the battery site, 
which is then accessed through the woods (with the help of an experienced guide). The battery is first 
evidenced by a low, 1-2 foot, semicircular, loose stone wall with breaks for entrance. Within the wall, 
facing northwest, are three stone platforms built onto the edge of a rocky precipice. Also within the stone 
walls is a rectangular depression in the ground, which was a powder magazine. A second, larger 
maga zine is located to the northeast of the Spur Battery platform, near Campground 10. Just to the north 
of the battery area is a substantial, jumbled stone wall, running west to east down the mountain, part of a 
breastwork/rifle pit described by engineer Col. William Raynolds in Jime 1863. The entire area is heavily 
wooded.

The Spur Battery is being counted as one site, but that includes all of the component parts. Other 
camp and fortification sites on Maryland Heights are contributing, but not counted since they were part of 
the original 1981 nomination. The Spur Batter is located on Parcel 169, Washington Coimty, Maryland 
Tax Map 87. The property contains 23.17 acres.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing)

13 A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad pattern of our 
history.

□ B Property associated with the lives of persons

significant in our past.

□ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

3 D Property as yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Area of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Military________________

Period of Significance

1862-1864

Significant Dates

June, 1863

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cuiturai Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

Col. William Raynolds

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation on files (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 

#

Primary location of additional data:

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other 

Name of repository:
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Statement of Significance:

The Spur Battery, located on the Maryland Heights area of Elk Ridge Moiuitain, is 
significant under Criteria A and D of the National Register, for the role it played in the defense of 
Maryland Heights and Harpers Ferry during the Civil War. Because of its excellent state of preservation, 
this site is also valuable as an archeological tool in the understanding of fortification and camp life 
throughout the years of the Civil War. The Spur Battery, and the other fortifications constructed in the 
fall of 1862 and summer of 1863 represent a change in tactics on the part of the Union command at 
Harpers Ferry. In addition, the location of the Spur Battery is significant under National Register Criteria 
A for its association with the charcoal production industry which operated on Maryland Heights in the 
18* and early 19* century. Roads associated with the production of charcoal on the mountain were used 
during the Civil War years as access roads for the various battery emplacements. Remnants of charcoal 
hearths are also evident on the mountain. The Spur Battery and associated sites are being documented as 
part of the Multiple Property designation, “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park.” 
The relevant historic context is “Harpers Ferry in the Civil War.” The property type is “Military Sites.” 
Some of the Maryland Heights sites are also significant in other contexts not specifically related to 
Harpers Ferry, in particular, properties associated with the 18* and early 19* century iron industry in 
Maryland and Virginia.

Exhaustive research of the resources on Maryland Heights was done in 1984-1988 by a 
National Park Service team of historians and archeologists, headed up by Dennis E. Frye, Park Historian, 
and Susan W. Frye, Park Archeologist, which culminated in a report in 1989 entitled Maryland Heights 
Archeological & Historical Resources Study. The archeological survey included not only military 
fortifications found on the moimtain, but also the roads and features associated with the charcoal 
production related to the nearby Antietam Iron Furnace. This survey of the Spur Battery is based 
essentially on the results of that study.

The heavily wooded Elk Ridge Mountain, which terminates at the Potomac River with 
Maryland Heights was used to produce charcoal by the owner of the nearby Keep Triste Furnace 
ironworks, John Semple, possibly as early as 1764. Semple’s 10,000 acre mountain tract was purchased 
in 1810 by John McPherson and John Brien, owners of the Antietam Iron Works, and again used to 
produce the charcoal needed to power the furnaces. Charcoal production continued on the mountain imtil 
the 1848 bankruptcy of the Antietam Iron Works. The years of production however, left 23 miles of 
roads and 57 clmcoal hearths in the area of Maryland Heights, iscovered by the 1984 NPS archeological 
survey team.' The network of roads left on the mountain by the charcoal industry were found to be useful 
by the soldiers and engineers of 1862 and 1863 faced with constructing fortifications on the steep slopes 
of the Heights.

The following introduction, taken from the 1989 archeological report gives a sense of the 
Maryland Heights atmosphere in the years 1862 to 1865.

'Frye and Fiye, Abstract, p. xxi.
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During the Civil War, Maryland Heights stood as a mountain fortress guarding 
the southern border of the Union. The black, threatening muzzles of heavy artillery 
peered into Virginia and the Confederacy, and the eyes of hundreds of bluecoated 
soldiers stared vigilantly across the Potomac.

From 1862 through 1865, Federal soldiers from Massachusetts, New York,
Maryland, and nine other Northern states oeeupied the bald, bleak ridge which dominates 
the region surrounding Harpers Ferry. These Union men pitched dirt onto earthworks, 
dragged cannon up steep slopes, practiced aiming at targets, and witnessed enemy 
invasions around them. These same soldiers shoveled platforms for tents, moved rocks 
for parade grounds, cut trees for firewood, and cooked salt-pork in hot sizzling skillets.
Maryland Heights bustled as an occupied fortress during the war between North and 
South.

This activity ended abruptly when soldiers and guns departed the mountain three 
months after Lee’s surrender, but behind them they left their forts and campgrounds as 
reminders of America’s bloodiest war.

Today, the earthworks and stone foundations remain though hidden in the 
Maryland Heights’ wilderness. Weathered and worn by time, these former defenses and 
makeshift homes now represent some of the best preserved Civil War fortifications and 
campgroimds in the United States.

The various fortifications and batteries found on Maryland Heights represent the changes in 
strategy applied to the site over time by the officers in charge of the defense of Harpers Ferry. In 1862, 
with the approach of General “Stonewall” Jackson down the Shenandoah Valley, the defense on 
Maryland Heights consisted of the Naval Battery aimed toward Bolivar Heights on the west side of 
Harpers Ferry. On the crest of Elk Ridge, at the northernmost extent of Maryland Heights, the only 
defense of the Heights from the north consisted of a wood abatis “...about 400 yards north of a Federal log 
and stone breastworks which ran perpendicular to the crest and was flanked on either side by precipitous 
and rocky mountain ledges.”^ During Lee’s 1862 Maryland Campaign, Harpers Ferry and its garrison of 
12,500 were surrounded by Stonewall Jackson, A.P. Hill, and General McLaws. Maryland Heights was 
easily taken by attacking from the north along the Elk Ridge. As a result of this disaster. Union engineers 
realized the importance of Maryland Heights and its vulnerability to attack from the north.

Beginning in the Fall of 1862, regiments were assigned to Maryland Heights to fell large 
areas of trees, construct the 30-poimder Battery, and stone masons started work on the Stone Fort. The 
work stopped, unfinished, in March of 1863 when the supervising engineer, Lt. John M. Wilson was 
transferred from his Maryland Heights assignment.^ Then in April 1863, Brigadier General John G. 
Barnard, the Chief Engineer of the Washington, D.C. defenses, along with Col. William F. Raynolds,
Chief Engineer of the Eighth Army Corps, was sent to inspect the defenses around Harpers Ferry. It was

“Susan W. Frye and Dennis Frye, Maryland Heights Archeological and Historical Resources Study. 
Washington, D.C.: Regional Archeology Program, National Capital Region, National Park Service, 1989, pp. 60-61.

^Ibid., p. 68.
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his recommendations to Col. Raynold’s, contained in a May 1863 memorandum, which would make 
Maryland Heights, and ultimately Harpers Ferry, more permanently defensible. General Barnard wrote, 
“The key-points to the defense of Harper’s Ferry are Maryland Heights and Fort Duncan, and on the 
former particularly depends the defense. The most practicable line of attack is from the north. Further 
in the memorandum, Barnard recommends the construction of the Spur Battery, in conjimction with a 
larger defensive work to the east of Fort Duncan later called the Barnard Lines (see maps). “The spur on 
the left of where the Sharpsburg road turns off from the river answers all these purposes equally well or 
better [that is, covering the town of Harpers Ferry and the Railroad tunnel and bridge as the Naval Battery 
did], and has a most excellent and close flanking fire upon the front of the lines I propose to hold west of 
the tower...”'' The placement of the Spur Battery, west of, and below, the extended rifle pits of the 
Exterior Fort, and above the rifle pits extending east from Fort Duncan, would protect those lines, as well 
as provide heavy artfllery fire on approaching enemy lines from the north.

In June 1863, Lee’s army was again moving down the Shenandoah Valley toward Harpers Ferry. 
Suddenly the need for defenses around Harpers Ferry appeared urgent. Winchester and Martinsburg had 
fallen into the hands of the Confederate army. Brig. Gen. Daniel Tyler, taking command of Harpers Ferry 
after his retreat from Martinsburg, called in Col. William Raynolds to complete the fortifications on 
Maryland Heights and Fort Duncan. Between June 15* and the 27* the 1,500 men assigned to work with 
Col. Raynolds constructed many of the fortifications still standing today. The construction associated 
with the Spur Battery was also completed at this time.

General Barnard, in his memorandum had suggested that the Spur Battery be constructed as an 
earthwork. Clearly, from inspection of the battery, the platforms were constructaJ with stone, a resource 
abundantly available in the immediate area, however, no complete description of the Spur Battery has 
been found in contemporary records, Frye and Frye speculate the battery was protected by sandbags 
rather than earth.*^ Col. Raynolds describes the location of the battery, its defensive capabilities, and some 
of the associated works in a June report; “About half way up Maryland Heights and above the right field
work [the easternmost extension of the Barnard Lines from Fort Duncan] is a plateau which affords a 
good position for flanking the west slope of the Heights, and also for enfilading a ravine that extends in 
front of the line of defense. A 50-pounder Dahlgren gun was taken from the naval battery and put in 
position to effect both these objects. It can also be turned and used against Bolivar Heights, if required.
A line of stone breastworks or rifle-pits (made by filling a crib-work of logs with stone) has been built 
along the northern edge of this plateau, which, in connection with the rifle-pits extending down from the 
summit, renders the west slope of the mountain safe against almost every attack.”’ The stone breastworks

''Brig. Gen. J.G. Barnard, “Memorandum for Col. Raynolds, concerning the fortifications of Harpers 
Ferry,” U.S. War Department, The War of Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and
Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol XXV, Part II, Washington, D.C., Government Printing Office, p. 424.

-Barnard, O.R., vol. XXV, R.II, p. 426.
‘Trye and Frye, p. 167.
“Report of Col. Wm. F. Raynolds, Additional Aide-de-Camp, U.S. Army, Chief Engineer Eighth Army 

Corps, of operations June 15-27.” O.R., Vol. XXVII, Pt. II, pp. 14-15.
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described here never appear on Civil War era maps of Maryland Heights, but are in evidence, minus the 
crib-work of logs, running west to east down the mountain, just north of the Spur Battery today.

The preparations for a Confederate attack were not tested in June of 1863, as Lee’s army marched 
north to Gettysburg, bypassing Harpers Ferry altogether. The work was done, but the war was not over.

One year later, in July 1864, Confederate forces once again took the nearby city of Winchester, 
this time under the command of Lt. Gen. Jubal Early. Early and his 14,000 men then headed for 
Martinsburg and Harpers Ferry hoping to seize valuable quartermaster supplies. Union troops at 
Martinsburg, under Maj. Gen. Franz Sigel slipped away across the Potomac River at Shepherdstown, and 
down the C&O Canal towpath to Maryland Heights. As the rebel forces approached Harpers Ferry the 
new defenses on Maryland Heights proved their worth, fierce bombardment of the Bolivar Heights held 
the Confederates until supplies at Harpers Ferry could be safely removed to the Maryland side.*
According to Maj. G.F. Merriam, of the 5* NY Artillery, commanding at Fort Duncan, “On Tuesday, the 
5*, our forces were all massed on the Maryland side, extending fi-om Fort Duncan to Maryland Heights. 
Gen. Sigel’s headquarters were near the center of the line...”^ Preparations were being made for an attack 
on Maryland Heists.

On July 6, 1864, Maj. Merriam reported in a communication with Capt. Burleigh, an 
Assistant Adjunct-General, “I applied for the following men last night, and understood Gen. Weber that 
he would furnish them from the Second Battalion, 5“’ NY Artillery...the whole required; Fort Duncan, 200 
men; Battery Sullivan, 80 men; Spur Battery, 80 men; 30-pounder battery, 60 men; mortar battery, 50 
men; 100-poimder battery, 100 men; Stone Fort, 300 men; total, 870.”’° Clearly, the Spur Battery was 
considered an important component in the defense of Maryland Heights, being among the more heavily 
manned fortifications on the mountain, with 80 men. With the batteries prepared for battle, Jubal Early’s 
new plan to move on Maryland Heights from the north would prove impossible. Gen. Sigel reported on 
July 8, “Yesterday the enemy made preparations for a general attack on our northern line, and tried to 
bring his artillery in position. Was unable to do so on accoimt of field batteries and heavy pieces in the 
forts, which shelled Aeir artillery, infantry, and trains for a distance of four miles...”” With that Early 
and his forces moved east across South Mountain toward Frederick and Washington, D.C., and Maryland 
Heights was never again pressed by the Confederate army.'^

The Spur Battery, as part of the Bamard/Raynolds plan for the defense of Harpers Ferry 
and Maryland Heights, played an important role because its location on the western spur. It’s ability to 
fire upon forces both at Bolivar Heights to the southwest and in the Sharpsburg Valley to the northwest, 
as well as provide enfilading fire along the Barnard Lines, made this position particularly valuable, as

”Frye and Frye. pp. 71-73.
"O.R.. Vol. XXXVII, pt. I, p. 181. 
’"Ibid., p. 87.
’’Ibid., p. 180.
’■’Frye and Frye, p. 74.
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proven during the Jubal Early attack in 1864. Frye and Frye summarize the effect of the fortifications of 
Maryland Heights as a whole in their report:

'‘The Federal army constructed eight fortifications upon Maryland Heights during 1862 
and 1863. These defenses anchored the east side of a line of fortifications which paralleled the Potomac 
River north and west of Harpers Ferry. The defenses upon Maryland Heights, in conjunction with Fort 
Duncan and the Barnard Line to the west, formed a fortress which effectively protected Harpers Ferry 
from attack from the north. In addition, artillery on Maryland Heights-the highest ridge surrounding 
Harpers Ferry—dominated the region and made Harpers Ferry untenable to Confederate occupation.”'^

Resource Evaluation:

The properties on Maryland Heights and the Spur Battery are significant for their contribution to 
the understanding of the Civil War defense of Harpers Ferry. All identified sites within the boimdaries of 
the Harpers Ferry NHP on Maryland Heights are included by reference to the above cited archaeological 
reports and are considered contributing as part of the original 1981 National register nomination. The 
property encompassing the Spur Battery is parcel 169 on Washington County Tax map #87, containing 
23.17 acres acquired by the Park in 1993.

'^Frye and Frye, p. 165.
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Maryland Heights, Spur Battery Washington Cotmty, MD
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

23.17Acreage of Property 

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
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Zone Easting
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Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)
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Zone Easting
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□ See continuation sheet
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11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paula S. Reed, PhD, Architectural Historian and Edith B. Wallace
organization Paula S. Reed and Associates, Inc.______________________
street & number 105 N. Potomac Street_______

city or town Hagerstown

date Sept. 1999

state Maryland
telephone 301-739-2070 

____ zip code 21740

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO)

Harpers Ferry National Historical Parkname
Street & number PO Box 65 
city or town Harpers Feny state WV

telephone 304-535-6298 
____ zip code 25425

Paperwork Reduction Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etsegj.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The Spur Battery property contains 23.17 acres and is identified as Parcel #169, on Washington 
County Tax Map 87, and described in Washington County Deed Book 1085, Page 688.

Boundary Justification:

The piece of property being documented here contains the remnants of the Spur Battery and is 
the entire parcel acquired by the Harpers Ferry NHP in 1993.



■ is- '.. ^^I.1TAR^' MAr

/fe'-.'^>:?l:'vi:> ^ ... . :
; r/■■,;>:■■:-V 

^J:£..

, ¥ *„a1U.KR-S KKRUY VA. ”
. : in.l.uU,.j;-

] ^ *c«‘ ^ Marvlaiul, I.oudoun, .111(1 Uolivarllciglus,ami
j, ^ v** ' * ‘ 4^^ poi’iioiia of* South and SllOl’t MoUUfJlinS,

- . \ ■' wiili (lie ixiKiiioiiK ordic

^'* " . : . ------- wW^AAT-.-AW/ty/ wom)^-------

JunciioiV oi'iiu* Poioiuac &i Shenandoah Rivers, and chch* 

Passage tiirouuii iiic Blue Rid^p.
*" '* Sufvi^yod Ihoni Aug'iiBi a'.* lo Kop(. IROa,

^ ^ ' K ^ ITNnKIl TIIK miVKC-TION OK

, <A.-T.N.M,CI...l.R,.COmVSOFKN<r..M^S.ARMV .
‘ BAAOH JOHN e.WKVHH.rH.Nr.r*..ARKmTANT. , ' i :

tl*. ‘ » KN...HBKH »K,.AUTUKNT. .■ ' ''Vy-rm; '
✓ r ' S , ARilY f>F THE VOTUMAr. l

n

MAJOR JOHN B.WKYHH, rUmriPAlA AKKISTANT, 
KMSINRK'II ItRPAllTMKKT,

AHUy OF THE POTOMAr,

1
Seale 4 inrlieH f« I itiilo.

»— u— __. •«“ ■«-y« -■ r—--------------------------gy*«

■V'V f . Mi y ^ - 
■■ ;CS Mx): .

v/ .vV
. rx tt

■■ -MX-.mm:0 ..\: ■

,:.XrnyX'M:i; -;-A;' V‘:
A:S -i-A':'A,

fM: ^li rt,A
■ '.r

;^U S. :\

r'Wri ,: ■■: ;^ ;' 
L">. • .i'.' :•■■'.

l;i/
•--'S ; ;•• .

. ■ ■'- ■ a: .

■ , 1.'^

^ \ ^

..= -cr •: a: '
yy

- ''/■■- M y' '■ ■ ' ■

'• >. • -f.

',. '.(



iti'

7% ■ W-fkiVr ■ . y-tW

;::'V '■ ! 5 r "§isliteiliii
■\ \ ) ' . / .' ' ' y '' / V li" ' \ ';-'i' V ,' 'i 'm'•'''■ >/ ^

'^^&imm§mimmmm0AammssmmmMimxwe&m 

•'• 1---V •- -.-J^s:---.- -\,'. '■ ''"r''/

/ '■' .7 >//'•“ ' -• ' V' -r ^ . '1 . /-„> ■>

- _ fi 7 ■ _ V ^ 'i _ _ _/ ’"w

-::7

• . i-. 1.',

WlMIMi
-v/; ■ y^'

\: / •', / /":....... ' - , ' / ' , .,

' ■■7'. ■ ‘r- - ‘^yl ^ \ ' ,‘.-l ... '. ;7'‘ yS
;i-'\ \y-77S^ r^ .:>'7^^^7,,^:.',:;;-->/;l ,;. ■

i ''''-r^$!;>^-.''--, ■/■' 'V’V' / ’ ■'. sV'-''!'" ' ■' ■/' .'■

•, ; ^ , ^^ \ ^ r ............... - . '*
r c ^ - >'-.'''■•. 'i • ^ ^

. . _............ ’ ................... >■ . ■• '' - ' 1 _ _ __ "* «________ '* N '....................... >...................................._ _..........................................'

• fc3»i^$?aiaSi«iiftlllSiiiiift
l'(- . ■ •.; y A 'A,____ " • •'''V' , ___ii.- ■ 1 --I ' ■ •; ■ y

' ; A ; ■' 7, ' ' ■•^-7-'■ .. ' , :___ I

aiiiilsSftilili^^^®
‘^V.^ . ■ ■ - •' ,

iilSiSIlii S-;".'l:i.'lA-.'v-/' A-A• -./■•

lansS

t-jW-SK-AT f»girt.rT-t-iryijl^.»4r'



\

Urr/A RSF£^?SMC£S'.
A IS>/2ids5<]0fH5^1°l3o 

6 18/2658^/0/^/355 7^0 

C IS/253800/H 35^(360

i^M^^pft^SQbodl
H 1^/267^780/^35 

I \^l2bb&]0jHzSll\0 

:S 18/26(^67 7o/^35S6co^ 
K 18/^6,7W0/i/355360 

U 18/26^180/^35/^7)00^

Zc"

4 '' 4i7¥ / V / / 7/7 r '^^siSs^T/"Vis' ^ /^
%‘j 7Mb:44&

wmmfmmim

- 4 / /^'^Pleasant\-il'

P/K R S

[^(S^dyH^
. O;; >Tv?^^ = = ' /i^Harpe

Lock''A\'.

3,2

CS-t??mm

Wayside

FirsoyE B
T-fTtRil

4jLoudoun Heigms

}' / '■/''' y- 7 /.A Y///7a ,:/:7miihAiM,i/

5 p#'C"p3’:
f iS/Z/pSW/^SSGSdOjsl"^'

Boji



r^Af^LAKb M£I6HTS 
SPUR SArTTERV 

van-ytiM^rroK Cc>.,<Ab

A

urrfA R^F£R£MC£S:
A /8/2^5Rd/^357^80 

5 !8/2658^0/i/3557^0 

C 18/2(^3800/H35^S80_^ 

•F i8/2.6>5‘^4?0/^35(i>56O 2

H IS/26;^)78o/^35 

X \^l2bmolHS‘5H\0 

O' 1S/26(;L;7o/^35S6CO^ 

K 18/^(^70;10/^55S360 

U \B/z(J]iQolH$Sb]00-^

Z,-

>

c^ Pleasantvil

LockW

fluSrrmi
Potonrac
WaysideSffENANDOAB

■/Loudoun Hei^



:fu.:

fm§xKeller. 
Ch -

VCC2

Dam No 3

Wf^rJ'i -iv
arp>s-F9r,ry
a\/ernsl

/I//(Trailer
'• (‘=^; Parks

HARPERS TERR^

HIST

UTiU'

Fp’.! 

1^/
■mfeSilvef 

Grove
:^r

Cem.> ^7-yMiUville/-

V\ 7V- ///.

p 1) 18/21^1050/^35 5560 

I5o1B/66;156o/H557^7c

i



C0^YRfG^^T-^4AP DAPSY;:,'.-; 
fPD, DEFT. OF ASFFFF. f, r/ ;: m

S I'H)! '

P.213 P85-MA,pas- p. \nn
P.236

P.2 01

P.195

• P208

P.217

P 212
J80£-

P. 32 £

P 1 CZSll
■' ■ / 36 IZ

P 68

P. 65 /

CRAIG C. ROBERTS 
766/170.- 
52.70 A,

P. 5

P. 64

UNITED STATES OF AME
HARPERS FERRY flATIONAL HIST<

iV.v-'

E-O-'P. 181 I

P. '4

HARPERS 

\ FERRY

Hei6.HTS SAlT^i^y 

wAsrtiM6rr?)MCo.,AM> 

pfRoPE:RTy 3ouKbA(^y
BALTIMORE

Koi*utlATtb PR^JPtRry



/^CH 24 CH 54 V

>CH 22

>CH 23

CH 53 i

CH 30

CH 26
CH 25

^ / CH 29

CH 20
CH 42

^C'TWkI FKom \

CH 27
CH 40

CH 28

CH 41



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

Maryland Heights, Spur Battery

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park MPS

STATE & COUNTY: MARYLAND, Washington

DATE RECEIVED: 2/13/02 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 3/27/02 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 02000286

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 3/11/02
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/30/02

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER: N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMENT WAIVER: N

^ACCEPT _______RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

REJECT DATE

RECOM./CRITERIA Q

REVI EWER C _______

TELEPHONE DATE

DISCIPLINE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N















































































































































































































h5'o-hCLV Oct 1, 1965

Hr. G. K. V/illiams 
Director of Knginecrinp 

and Operations 
Bureau of Public Roads 
V.’asliiripton, 1). C.

Dear Hr. VJilliams:

On Scpter.iber 29 a mectins was held in the Bureau of PubJic Roads' 
Region 2 Office in Hagerstov:n, Maryland, for a preliminary discussion 
of V.’est Virginra s proposal to widen Route U. S. 340 from a two-lane 
highway to a four-lane divided highway in the vicinity of Harpers 
Ferry Kational Historical Park. n,c impact of the proposed wideninc- 
on proposals under consideration in this area by the Department of the 
Interior to preserve the scenic, historic, and recreation vaJucs of 
the Potomac basin was of primary consideration.

Those attending the meeting were as follows:

Roads

Gordon Burner,Regional Design Fngineer 
I‘.. A. von Schistcr, Hig'hway Engineer 
J. H. Hcahe, IIighv;ay Fhigineer

From Region 15. Bureau of Public Roads

J. h. Grosstein, Regional Planning Engineer 

From hand Task Region, Project Potomac 

Bailey Breedlove, Landscape Architect 

From National Park Service

Wallace A. viohuson. Landscape Architect

r„o portion or Route 340 thot this offire is pnrtlcujorly interested In

thr::;;:,':
AUeeheny Perhuny end Skyline ,)rlv: etitens1 Z e^ JoLd USCsZr 
vith on overlny dr™l„c illustretes this portion IneZt' f^tf fZnee 

as far as Charles iown and shows our alternate proposal. '

1.



I ■

ahxs alternate proposal suggests that the portion of KouLc 3/i0 described 
aiTn l>f-coino the nortl.crn terninus of tl.e proposed Potomac Parkway

hielnVarro PK ? ‘ ‘ ^ R°^Mc 9 would then be made a four-lane
To-^n-, in houte 3''t0 between Harpers Ferry and Charles
loun v/ould lemarn a two-lane road.

We understand the consultants for the West Virginia Highway Department
oTtiTr-''!’ two lanes on the mountain side

' Blue 'T through National Pai.-k Service lands on
Len ^foi'ntain. Construction of such a widening would result in

. deep and unsightly, cuts in unstable rock. It would scar a mountain
scenic setting of the Park and preserve the 

mountain landscape as viewed from the historic town of Harpers Ferry.

Roul-fr/n"- «^t-pers Ferry National Historical Park from
Koute 340 is not now considered safe. An expansion to four lanes would 
further aggravate this problem and complicate ingress and egress

PoioiPaf r ^t^tween the Maryland-Virginia crossing of the
otoinac to Route 9 to Charles Town would take all through-truck traffic 

from existing^ Route 340, and much of the through-automobile trafflfj'ay
TrueV Sme a?r f tlie historic "old town'.'"
Pou^e over the proposed parkway to be located on existino

destinations along existing Route 340 vest to quirles Town.

anS »«c diacuaacd with the Reeion 2 Office of the Boreau
and Mr., buinar.suggested that that office should acquaint the hirhwav
iSrsuffici Virginia with the proposal soon! We

- - .-ufficicnt copies of the USGS map and overlay for the use of
a«ion. to the States shoold you approve of this ■

Region l'3._is^ familiar .with this situation as it involves feasibility 
Dritr'' the ^proposed Potomac Parkway and the extension of the Skyline
i^l.ich'the fea^i v'/ °° PfoPMfd Allecheuy Parkway for
In )96/, completed by the Service and the Bureau

Sincerely yours,

(cgd) J. E, N. Jensen 
Assistant Director

Enclosures



L58-J)CLP Dccciiibcr 16, 196!>

Hr. Burl A. Si-.wyers 
Coi:imlsi;ioncr of Highv;ays 
State Road Comuiission 
Charleston, V/est Virclnia

Dear Mr. Sav/yers:

Obis letter will serve to suir,mari?.e the results of a meeting held cat 
• Staunton, Virginia, on October 26, between representatives of this 

Service, your Commission, the Virginia Bcportr.icnt of Highv/ays, and 
the Bureau of Public Roads, regarding the arrangement of major hich- 
ways and parkv;ays in the harpers Ferry area, he appreciate your
personal interest in attending the meeting with other representatives 
of the Commission.

At that meeting, we outlined the pattern of parkway proposals bcino 
studied as a part of a joint Federal-State, study of the Potomac River 
>asin and more particularly hov; these parkev;ays, trails, frec-flowin'-.' 
streams, and other recreation proposals converge upon the Harpers 

■lerry area. It was also pointed out that the widening of U. S. 340 
opposite the town of Harpers Ferry could seriously affect the scenic 
and historic values of that historic town. It was suggested that 
Federal and State planners woi'C. together to minimiae the -detrimental 
effect that new construction might have on this important tri-state 
tourist attraction. •.

A sketch plan was presented suggesting that U. S. 340 be relocated 
south of Its present location, crossing the Blue Ridge through a gap 
north of thepresent crossing of State Route 9. It would span the 
Shenandoah River at Route 9 and then utilize that corridor into 
Chailes lown. West Virginia.

We. understand that you 
Harpers .Ferry area and 
posed parkw'ay and major 
This v.'ould certainly be 
We also understand that 
maps of the segment of 
Virginia line. These, 
planning. Please bill

no’w have, a traffic study underway for the 
that you v;ill include an appraisal of tliis pro- 
higiiway arrangement as a part of that study, 
most helpful before arriving at final decisions, 
you can provide us with aerial photos and 

U. S. 340 from a point west of Bolivar to the 
too, would be most helpful in our joint, detailed 
ns for any costs incurred.

COPY



concerning suitable rcimburseiuont to the State of West Virginia for 
this action,, should the Congress authorize the parkv.’ay.,

clarify a statement in Mr. Jensen's letter of
of vhT/ licreau of Public Roads, copy

hich V7C enclose. In that letter we state; "Route 3/.0 between 
larpeis lerry. and Charles Town would remain a two-lane road." This 
should read: Route 3^.0 between Harpers Ferry and a point west of
wav'sr’ the proposed alignment of the Allegheny Park
way should remain a two-lane road," as we hold no objectiLs to the 
four laning of. U.. S. . 3'60 from that point to Charles Town.

There is enclosed another copy of the. Allegheny Parkway report as you 
renort b" ’ As was discussed at that meeting, this"

We do. appreciate, your interest in this very important focal point of

that, tne Harpers.^ lerry. area .Remain one of our Nation's most inviting 
recreation, s.cenic, . and historic attractions. -8

•Sincerely yours,

(sgd) George B. Hartzog, Jr.

Director

Enclosures



1.58-DC].1> Dec 16, 1965

Mr. Dou^;lns Fug.-itc 
Commissioner, Deji;irtinent 

of llifln/ays
•Commonv.'calLh of Virginia 
Kichmond, Virginia

■ Dear Hr. Fugate: * '

su'^.-nrlzo tlu' results of a mootine hold at 
Sorv’^r* hotfoen reprosontativos of this

'’“‘’•■■“■'“"t. tho West Virciuia State Road Commission,
.n< the hurcau of lublic Roads, rocartling the arransement of major 
bxghv.’ays and park\;ays in the Harpers Ferry area.

At that meeting, v;e outlined the pattern of parkway proposals bcinc- 
studied as a part of a joint Federal-State study of the Potomac River 

• Ba.in and more particularly how these parkways, trails, free-flowing 
.tieams, and other recreation proposals converge upon the Harpers 
Iciiy area. It was also pointed out that the widening of U. L 340 
opposite the town of Harpers Ferry could seriously affect the scenic 
and historic values of that historic town. It was suggested a.Tt
effrf together to minimiae the detrimental

^ ■

A sketch plan was presented suggesting that U. S. 340 be relocated
n^r h through I gap

1 the present crossing of State Route 9. It would spL the '
Tom 5-''°" f “ ‘hat corridor Into Charles
Town, Rest Virginia. At that meeting Mr. Ilritton of your Department

-’j- higSa; ‘

OctebeiV’'JrM“’'? K Jansen's letter of
wcLooei j. to ar, G. M. williams of the Bure-m nf Pi.i.in-e, n i
of which we enclose. In that letter we state: "Route ^
Harpers Icrry and Charles Town would remain a two-lane road "
should read; "Route 3d0 between llarpcr.s Perry and a'poiiit'wost of^°

of V. S. 3/|0 to four-lanes frim th:at\‘:oin’t^rc,:::;?:rT»,m“

COPY



In our proposal, the parkv-ay would take over the section of Route 3/tO 
from the V.'cst Virglnia-Vir^ilnia line to near tlie Sandy Hook crossing 
of tlie Rotomac River on the Virginia side of the river. We propose 
that a jornt evaluation be made for presentation to the Congress 
concerning suitable reirabursement to tlie State of Virginia for this 
action, should the Congress authorise the parkv;ay.

Wo do appreciate your interest in the very important focal point of 
the Rotomac Valley, study and trust that you share our concern that 
tlie Harpers. Ferry, area remain one of our Nation's most inviting rec
reation,. scenic, and historic, attractions.

Sincerely yours,

(sgd) George B. Hartzog, Jr.

Director-

Enclosure

CORY



DSO-lll'C-l)

UA’KVERS rJ:.RuY CRIiTRR 
liarpcrtJ Ferry, F'c::l Yiri'.lnia 2'j^7.5

Hay 12,, 19 70

Hr. V'lU.lj.an i>. J’ilchlc, Jr.
Coiuralsr.loner of iil^’,l.<;nys
Wont Vir<;.in;ia };opr.rt!;.cat of lii^'ln/ayn
CharJentoi), t'ent. Vir<;iulo 23305

Hoar Hr, Ritchie:

Repreyentativen of the Went ViiBlriia Dopartr..ent of }!it;hways have 
diocunsod vith ur, their denire to relocate U. llifihwr.y 340 
vherc it crosnc‘3 Alstadt'o Hill in Folivar on-to lands oviiod by 
the United Staten Govern:'.ont and ad:.iinlcterud by the; Rational 
Park Service, U. S. Pepartoent of ti-e Interior, ar. part of lir.rpei's 
Ferry Rationa.l Iii.ntorical PnrV.,

The portion of tiie y>ropoaed relocated hiidaua.y croooxnp. park lands 
extends fro::.. Station 894 to Station 902 ns shov.ni on sheet nvu.;bers 
6 and S of the prolir-iinary drawinjps for yrroject Mo. G4 - dated 
July 10, 1963, ;;hidi drawings v.^erc prepared by Goodkind and O’Dea, 
Consultants.

Requests of this kind iwjst be submitted through fne bureau of Public 
Ronds, Departr,:ent of Transportation, v.liich will subrait the official 
request to tiie Rational Park Service.

As you know, the. Dl.strict brngineer, Bureau of Public Roads, is 
located in the Federal Building, 500 Qnarrier Street, Charleston, 
West Virginia, In the Meanwhile this letter will serve as your 
perruission to enter on the subject land for preliminary surveys 
pending'the processing of your appLication.

Sincerely yours.

Mr. Pouglarj Fuga^tc 
Coi.T.',issioucr, b’cpartiiicnt of 

........ ....... 'di?.h’ways of Virginia

Douglfiss H. Hubbard 
As.cistant Director

Mr. Ralph R. Bartelsneyer 
Director, Bureau of Public Roads



AllVISOKY COUNCIL 
ON
n I STO K IO 1* H K S I'. KVA T I O N 
WASUrNGTON, I>.C. 20240

' \ \ i I .

OCT 5 1070

r..''
ii--.

Septembor 30, 1970

Memorandum 

To:

From:

Deputy Director, Harpers Fdrry Center 

Assistant Executive Secretary

Subject: Harpers Ferry Road

Thank you for the information on the current status of the project.

In any future meetings, you may wish to indicate that before the 
Department of Transportation can authorise the expenditure of Federal 
funds to build such a road, the matter would have to be reviewed by 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. The State and loca.l 
people may wish to review the Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
(P.L. 89-665), especially Section 106, and the procedures developed 
to carry out the 5av7, published in the Federal Register of February 3, 
1970. Copies of appropriate materials are enclosed.

Secretary Volpe, who is represented on the Council, has been highly 
supportive of historic preservation objectives, and I feel reasonably 
sure that he would not approve this proposal if the Council commented 
adversely.

ohn D. McDermott

Enclosures

TKM CorNCli. IS ehaiytd bij (/»<• Act vf Octoher J », ii Uh clvinino the Prrjidmt end Conorcr.^ in the field cf Histnrxr PrcsH-ri'Ction.
recotiinifvdinff lomntrr.i to covrjUnntc m nt'-r.tct idtJi jfrivnl/' activities, advi^^ivij on di--sri}i\n<tti'>n cf ivforruotion, tncoinat/inif )niKlir 
inttfcitl and partiri]>ntioi\, rn onnni ntUnfj tl.f* contluct of fpcdal vtiuHrn. ndvi^nuff in the }trc)iai<i(ion cf U~(ji.:hition, r.yui cnrovrciffinp .*)>(• ioli.^al 
training and education. The C«nni-i7 cJ.-'o has the rciponHihiUtu («> romnit-nf on Frdrral or h'eden.iUif-e.Siiidrd xnxdertaUir.y^ that /lavr effect 
CM cidtutaf i>roj>cy!u li.^tcd in the Nationnl Jlcpistcr,
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WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
1800 V/ushington Street, East 

Charleston, West Virginia 
25305

WILLIAM S. RITCHIE. JR. 
COMMISSIONER

October 27, 1970

Mr. William 0. Everhart 
Director
Harpers Ferry Center 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia

Re: Project F-64(6) 
Jefferson County

Dear Mr, Everhart:

The West Virginia Department of Highvrays is planning to award a 
contract for construction of a section of road from Route 27 to 
Bolivar, being Route U. S. 340, Harpers Ferry District, Jefferson 
County, West Virginia, and identified as above referenced.

We are transmitting two (2) sets of right of way plans, right 
of way descriptions, and one set.of construction plans with cross- 
sections, for the inspection and approval of the National Park Service.

These supplement information previously furnished by the Design 
Division of the Department of Highways.

In Accordance with the United States Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration's Policy and Procedure Memorandum 80-8, 
an application is being submitted to the Federal Highway Administration 
with proper attachments and information- requesting immediate entry on 
the property.

Please adyisc if additional data is necessary to obtain approval 
of this project.

Sincerely yours.

W. S. Ritchie, Jr. 
Commissioner 
Department of Higlways

.By

Joseph' S. Jones
State Highway Engineer -
Construction

1
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IN mXPUY ULKER TO:

.D30

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

. NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
llarpei'a Ferry KatTonal Historical Pai’k 

P.O. Box 117
Harpers Ferry, V/est Virginia 25425 

March 16, 1971

Meniorandujn
«

To: Director, Harpers Ferry Center

From: Superintendent, Harpers Ferry National Histoi'ical Park

Subject: U.S. Route 340

On March 4, 1971 Mr. .Gale Macklay, District Eng;lneer and Mr, V/illiam 
Prosser, Aiya Engineer, Federal Highvray Administratbn, Charleston,
W. Va, visited iry office for the purpose of discussing the relocation 
of U. S. Route 340 on park IsJids in Bolivar Heights.

In.their opinion tlie State Highway Department has not taken the 
necessary steps to comp3.y v;lth the requi.rements of the Preservation 
Act of 1966 and the Federal High::ay Act of I960, both of which require 
Departmental approval ly both Interior and Transportation.

As you know, the Department of Highways lias been instructed by us 
as to procedures.

The attached clipping from the Martinsburg Journal sets the stage in my 
opinion by v/hich we will be blamed for any delay. But perhaps a delay 
'■^11 ho to our advantage, giving more tine to our planning.

Mr. Thurman V.bitacre, mentioned in the clipping has contacted me about 
this. I exp.lained the v.bole thing to hira. He sa.ld he would bo in 
touch again as soon as he contacted some of the Dcjxirtment of Hjghv/ay 
people.

Ben^^ftin II. Davis

Enclosure
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POTOMAC HEADWATERS MINERAL
MORGAN

JEFFERSON
PENDLETON

RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT
P.O. BOX 327 ROMNEY, WEST VIRGINIA 26757

Mr. Benjamin Davis, Superintendent 
United States Park Service 
Harpers Ferry Historical National Park 
T’arpers Ferry, West Virginia 25425

Dear Mr. Davis:

August 2, 1971 V

.

DIVISION OF History

)

7/
/ /

")

The Potomac Headwaters Resource Conservation and Development Region's 
board of directors recently received a request from the Morgan County 
Resource Committee to determine the feasibility of acquiring and 
developing a historical area. We would like to know if you can provide 
assistance in evaluating the significance of a historical area.

The area under consideration is located on the lower Sleepy Creek 
grist mill. Reportedly Rimisey's early work on models of steamboats 
was done in this area, which is known locally as Button Rock.

A resource conservation and development project coordinator has been 
provided by the USDA, Soil Conservation Service to assist the RC&D 
directors in their efforts. He is Harold J. Kessel, headquartered in 
the RC&D office at Romney. Mr. Kessel will be available to provide 
you with other information and detail concerning the RC&D organization 
and this project. His telephone nmber is: 304-822-3316.

Sincerely,

JPrduuth/
T. Warner Lowry, 
Board of Directo:

airman

RS FERRy

^ :l4!4R'MT(rN0E,MT

77“

17^

'Nr.



IN REPLY REFER TO:

(j

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

August 4, 1971 /Of/-" ^

Memorandum

To: Deputy Director, Field Operations
Through: Associate Director, Professional Services

From: Director, Harpers Ferry Center

Subject: Meeting with Governor Arch A. Moore

At the request of a member of the West Virginia State Highway 
Department, a meeting was set up at the Harpers Ferry Center for 
August 3, for the purpose of discussing the "status" of U. S.
Highway 340. ' .

A number of years ago a plan was developed to four lane U. S.
Highway 340 from Frederick, Maryland, through Harpers Ferry to 
Charles Town, West Virginia. The State of West Virginia then 
initiated its planning for the section from Charles Town eastward 
through Harpers Ferry to connect with the Maryland project. Letters 
from Assistant Director Jensen, on October 1, 1965, and from 
Director Hartzog, December 16, 1965, which followed meetings with 
representatives of the Bureau of Public Roads, the highway depart
ments of Maryland, Virginia' and West Virginia, and the National Park 
Service, recorded Service opposition to that section of the proposed 

■ new road beginning at the western base of Bolivar Heights and extend
ing through Harpers Ferry National Historical Park and along the 
Shenandoah River gorge (see attached letters).

Maryland completed its portion of the 340 project two years ago, 
and West Virginia has just completed its first section from Charles 
Town to the western base of Bolivar Heights.

In April of 1970 a West Virginia State Highway Department representative 
asked me for a "permit," covering a two-acre tract of NPS land on Bolivar 
Heights, which w’ould be needed to construct the next segment of the 
road over Bolivar Heights. I was informed then that land acquisition 
for this segment was virtually completed.

On May 12, 1970, we informed the highway department that actions of 
this kind must be filed with the Department of Transportation, to 
comply with provisions of the Historic Preservation Act and the 
Highway Act of 1968. In September, 1970, a representative of the 
Governor's office met with me to check on the state of the road, 
and I informed him that to my knowledge, no action had yet been



taken. He indicated action would follow shortly and on October 27 
I received a letter from the Commissioner of Highways, notifying 
me that the department "is planning to award a contract" for con
struction of the road, and that an application was being filed with 
the Federal Highway Administration.

Apparently by coincidence, the day aet for the August 3 meeting 
happened to be the day Governor Moore was to open the completed 
segment of U. S. 340, and a few days before the meeting we were 
informed the Governor would attend; he did, along with 15 repre
sentatives of various State officials and the Bureau of Public 
Roads.

Tlte purpose of the meeting, the Governor announced, was to make a 
decision, "here and now." The National Park Service had held up 
the project for years, he observed, but officials from all the 
concerned organizations were now present, and there was no con
ceivable reason why approval of the road could not be settled.

The discussions were lengthy, but the theme did not change. I 
held to the position that, under law, the National Park Service 
could make a decision only after the application had been trans
mitted for comment by the Department of Transportation. Questioned 
by the Governor, the BPR representative admitted that no effort had 
been made to find out what had happened to the application since it 
had been filed on October 27, 1970. Nor had anyone in the room 
directed any communication to the National Park Service since that 
time .

Asked by the Governor to check with DOT on the status of the 
application, the BPR representative made a phone call and announced 
that the application was in the office of the General Counsel, 
"awaiting National Park Service action."

The Governor had included in his retinue Dr. Dallas Shaffer, the 
State Liaison Officer for historic preservation, and in answer to 
the Governor's question Dr. Shaffer reported that he had made a 
study of the two-acre tract and found that converting it into high
way purposes would have no adverse effect on the Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park. In answer to my question he said he had 
not contacted the Service in making his study or reporting upon it.



I brought up the original Service position on 340, and informed 
the Governor that we were concerned not only with the Bolivar 
Heights segment, but with the inevitable next segment of widening 
340 through park lands. The Governor replied that the State had 
no such plans, and that such a discussion had no perturnance to 
the matter at hand.

The Governor's position throughout the meeting was that the Service 
was guilty of inexcusable bureaucratic delays and that the purpose 
of the meeting was to reach a decision, and to this end he was 
going to dictate a statement for all parties to sign. When I 
declined the invitation, he left the meeting, rather precipitously, 
with the statement that, having exhausted his patience, he would 
now "call Rogers Morton" and settle the matter.

After talking with Secretary Morton he dictated the attached 
deposition, leaving a space for an NFS signature. Appropriate 
members of the delegation signed, and the Governor departed.

iCUcA

Enclosure

Special Assistant to the Secretary, Dr. Curry 
DL, Mr. Flynn 
ML, Mr. Philip Stev.'art 

(IM DJ". Connally 
ESc-EPD, Mr. Bright 
llFC-D, Mr, Everiiart (2)
Superintendent, liF.B'IIP

WCEverliart: fks 8/4/71



Harpers Ferry Historical Site 
Harpers Ferry, W. Va.

We the undersigned liavo iiiet on this date and have applied criteria 
of the Nationalllistoric f’reservation Act for Project F-64(5) 
Jefiei'son County Route 27 to U. S. Route 340 Alternate, and have 
agreed that there .is no adverse effect of this construction on the 
Harpers Ferry National His tori q/''S'i^e. ,Mve.

amL UteriiaiPaul F. Chamberlain 
Asst. Division Fngineer for 

West Virginia
Federal Highway Administration

Dr. Dallas Shaffer / |
A: rt. Liaison Officer for 

Historical Sites

Jack D.. Stafford 
Asst. CoiJirnissioner 
West Virginia Department of 

Highv'ays

Office of Archeological and 
Historical Sites

Arch A. Moore
Governor State of West Virginia

August 3, 1971
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WILLIAM S RITCHIE JR 
COMMISSIONER

V/EST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS

1800 Washington Street, Eost 
Chorleston , West Virginia 

25305

; o” ' 
<.,;o

JACK D STAFFORD 
ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER

August 26, 1971.

Honorable Rogers Morton 
Secretary of the Interior 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Washington, D. C. 20240
Subject: Harpers Ferry National Historic Site

Dear Secretary Morton:
Pursuant to your conversation with Governor A^ch A. Moore, Jr. 

on August 3, 1971, relative to the necessity of receiving the con
currence of the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
involving the Harpe::s Ferry National Historic Site, attached 
please find the agreement which was reached by all parties at the 
meeting held in the Harpers Ferry Center Conference Room on that
date.

Mr. Everhart, Director of the Harpers Ferry National Monu
ment, was in attendance at the above referenced meeting and has 
details of the involvement with the Park.

In order that we can proceed with the Environmental State
ment, Department of Transportation 4(f) Statement and the require
ments of the National Historic Sites Act, we need the concurrence 
of the Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation.

Thank you for your cooperation and we will appreciate your 
expedious handling of this item, in order that design of a much 
needed highway can be continued.

Sincerely yours.

Jack D. Stafford 
Assistant Commissioner

JDS:Sh
cc: Federal Highway Administration - W. Va.. Division

Harpers Ferry Center (Mr. Everhart)
Governor Arch A. Moore, Jr.

<-a20{Z



Harpers Ferry Historical Site 
Harpers Ferry, W. Va.

We the undersigned have met on this date and have applied criteria 
of the NationalHistoric Preservation Act for Project F-64(5), 
Jefferson County Route 27 to U. S. Route 340 Alternate, and have 
agreed that there is no adverse effect of this construction on the 
Harpers Ferry National Historic

Paul F. Chamberlain 
Asst. Division Engineer for 

West Virginia
Federal Highway Administration

\J)Dr. Dallas Shaffer ( j
fmmk. Liaison Officer for 

Historical Sites

Jack D. Stafford 
Asst. Commissioner 
West Virginia Department of 

Highways

Office of Archeological and 
Historical Sites

Arch A. Moore
Governor State of West Virginia

August 3, 1971



United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO!

D30-HFC-D

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

ir.y, i

V

Hon. Arch A. Moore 
Governor of best Virginia 
Charleston, West Virginia

Dear Governor Moore:

AUG 2 4 1971
DIVISION OF ^tiSfORY 
SURNAME; iCATE

HH iiA

2^

HHS
Following your meeting with Mr. Everhart at Harpers Ferry on 
August 3, your request that the National Park Service cede
approximately two acres of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park------------
for the continuation of U. S. Route 340 was discussed by Director 
George B. Hartzog, Jr., with members of his staff.

It was noted that you believe the National Park Service has not 
responded promptly to the West Virginia Highway Department request 
for conveyance of this property. We should like to add the follow
ing to the record.

VThen the original planning was being acrried out for the widening of 
Route 340 between Frederick, Maryland and Charles To;m, \lest Virginia, 
a series of meetings \jere held at which representatives of the high
way departments of Maryland, West Virginia and Virginia, the National 
Park Service and the Bureau'-of Public Roads discussed the project.
On December 16, 1965, Director Hartzog wrote to Mr. Burl A. Sawyers, 

•West Virginia Commissioner of Highways, defining the position of the 
National Park Service: that 'Videning of U. S. 340 opposite the town
of Harpers Ferry could seriously affect the scenic and historic values;" 
that this intrusion could be avoided if the highway were relocated 
south of its present location, spanning the Shenandoah River at the 
present crossing of State Route 9; that the proposed Allegheny Parkway 
take the existing two-lane section of Route 340 "from a point west of 
Bolivar to the West Virginia-Virginia line; and that finally "Route 340 
between Harpers Ferry and a point west of Bolivar where it joins the 
proposed alighment of the Allegheny Parkway should remain a two-lane 
road." (Copy of this letter attached).

However, in April 1970, representatives of your highway deparement 
notified the National Park Service that the two acres of park land 
on Bolivar Heights would be required to construct the projected next 
segment of U. S. 340, and that all other land needed for this construc
tion had already been acquired.
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Jn }>y 12, 1970, w« infonoed yoiu* Mtihvmy dt»part~ent by letter tVirtt 
the rcr.x,c3.t Lax perr^ctiior. -or a hi?::ivay to caress p&rk Icrds ^ovst be 
culn-l.i-.tc--d to tiio i'op-irtf.Qnt: of Vravjir-'ort-<txon* V\‘ do v.ot have «Tithor..ty 
to convey i.om5 to your except u'-cn rcnvcot of the l:c.pftrt;-c-«t of
TrsiicyDrt..'iti'.cm purni>?>nt to 2'i L’.f.C. fj 107. The l.cpijrt.w.cnt of 

.Trarspcrtetlcn rust ^leo consider your rouwst iti llcbt of the sequire- 
rente'et hoctior ■4(f) of tl.o repnrtcseat of Trs^uM^ortciCioa net 04 jyfO 
(r.b. ?3 b.b.C. 13a) , relatinr; to tbo toklo- of perK loru tor
transportation purf S;y a letter c.-.ted October 27, 1570, vc were
inferred tUnt the rac\u-3t Vnicn Ciiod v'lth tlie [>cp;irtreat ct^ 
TrennportatloLi. Ac.covtUjjv:. to your rcpre-ifutativen prceent nt 
Auc.c-Jt 3 r.ectinc, oo cetterpt brctl teen v.eco oince tV.e roc.ucac van filed 
£:ore ti>an nine t-outhi; a?;o to detcr-ij;e vbat action bed been tobeu.

TecUoa iOh of the Mationni b.i?>i:orlc Pve'rcrvatloa Act of 15f'6 C?.b.
vetinircs teat Fotb-rnl or fede,rr.li>—anfrlnteu vr.dertnklti'-ft 

nffoettne: yiP^pcrtics llnted in the Fatlo'iel Keplnter of blf^toric 
^icenn be «ultnitt*‘d for cc;T-cnC to the yOvls^ory Council on Hlotorle 
Prcocrvetlon. rcderal firnbclrl participation in corntruction of^ 
t'ruiC’ 'A'i c,Aki.;n tV;c nrolect a bet’crcl vrtr'e.r£«<>.i'ey vithii: the ner-nxnv 
of tbo'ljr^. As an of ilarpcrs berry Ketlonol J'ilitery Ibirk io enturod 
in tbc hittienril ! e-5.:~ t;ei', the cfft-ct of the undcrtnklnp on the entlro. 
j-.>>,r5:Fnot juct ixi roldver i;.v5--.-htr., >ruct. be conniOorvd. It 1.6 tneur^uenc 
cun the I)epnrt'-;'>r.t o-r Trat’^oortation, before yivJnc ppproval to^ tbia 
pro tect i to rr.fc-r it to tiic Advisory Coin;cli. rnt.U tM.t, hua been 
done, cud the Covucll bac cor-uented, further coniiiccraticu ol the 
reqt^eatod twe nc.rc^ vov.ld cceis pvewaturo.

Vo rhooid point out. cl«o, that iunnet ot thin hirbvay project 
cn the tnYiteunaut of barperc Icrry viU neccoaitetc tl^c Secretary 
of Tvsiiuportatiea to file uil.h the Council ■on L'avlrCTir.ciitnl sH-lity 
an •'envirow^urnt.a] irpnet" an required by Section 10? of
tbe Kiiiicn.ii Arivironr.e.ntsl Tolley Act of 1970 (f .I . 93,-19o).

■ hiroctor UcrLco? lo ncr.t ebnov.t froi?, Vaobiur.tc.'n for or. e-y.tcixced period, 
ybo. contact of tiiiii: letter hv.a bocu dlf;cu;-:9£.'d vitb bin, ho’.'<svor, end 
be bo<? oakGc! that we s.qke clear tlsct it rep res cm lu Ida vicu-a.

• AinCOrely yours,

G
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1
.. — 
r6 tr.TCb’.s04Ct
« ■ . • 
c;cc:
.^'>pocia2 A.auir.tfint to the Secretmr^', Dr. Curry 
*JPL, iir. i'lynn

Mr^ctor

ktlL, Mr. Philip Stcoart



flie ji 1371

S
H

Q
W
zH

H
Pm

O
H
cn

iw
ns
C

>

t-(

CM

H34HaR

«x, T. Vlam&r homey 
ChAirswt
ScNurd of Dlroetora 
Pot&me BemdtmtmrM
Soomureo CoauMunratlon mM Omvmlopimnt 
P. O. Box 327

atest VirfiniA 2S757

Dear Mr. lowryi

Ttua^ you tor your letter of August 2 to Superintsadmt IBreis of 
Barpeors Perry National Hietorical Bark requeetinf our aaslsta&(» la 
eiwlttatiag tiie hietorical sigsifioanoe of an area la the rieinity of 
Buttcm Book in Morgan County. Mr. Davis hma asked ue to respond to 
ycRjr letter.

l^aluatloas of sites for historical sigaifleaace are p«rt of the process 
of ncninatiag properties to the Haticmal Rsfiater of Historic Places. 
ikHkiaations are aade hy State hiaiscm Officers aps^inted hy tiia 
Oxs/roxaom. 1b» State Liaie^ Offioer for Weet Virgioie ie Dr. Dallas B. 
Shaffer# Chairmaa# Diyisi«m of Social Sciences# Potoasc Stets College of i^st Vii^inie University, Ksyser# Nest Virgiais 23726. S^s the 
Button Creek area has not be^m nominated to the Uotijtmmt Begister# ee 
miggest that furth^ inguley be directed to Dr. Shaffer.

Sacloeed is a leaflet vMch further espleiiis the National Hagister 
Vroqrmm, Year interest in the Hetionsl Park Service mid its progrsns 
is nost deeply a«^eciet»d. With kindest persmuLL regards#

Sincerely yours.

<0

•H

O
fl

•rH

>1

u

U
O

Williaa 3, Slartegh 
ICeeper of Nati<maX 

Hsgistsr

Enelosere

cci Dr. Dallas B. Shaffer, Chairman# DivislcHi of i^lal Sciances, Potomac 
College of West Virginia University# Keyser# West Virginia 26726 
w/cy inc.

Director, Southeast Region w/cy inc.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT TIME OF CAUL
PM

1. CAUL l2fi TO: 1__! FROM (W«n«; 2. ADORCSS (Tmt. No. il noodod)

(

9. SUBJECT. PROJECT NO.. ETC. m
4. DETAILS OF DI9CUSSIQN
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Mr. F. Rosa Holland 
Qtlef, Cultural Resource Manag«Hiwst 
Mattonal Park Service 
Departawat of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Holland:

We are taking this opportunity to infon you that the Harpers Ferry 
Historic District has been listed on the Hational Register of Historic 
Places on October 15, 1979. The boundaries of the district, shoun on 
the enclosed copies of. the U.S.G.S. quadruigle naps, do m>t include 
any area beyond the corporate lladts of Harpers Ferry.

We understand th^ft a ncndjsatlon for* for all properties within the 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park is currently being prepared 
and processed by your National Capital Parks Regional Office. We 
look forward to your noaination of these areas within the Jurisdic
tion of the National Park Service. Please note that potentially 
eligible properties exist within the corporate limits of Bolivar. 
Should future development plans involve areas in Bolivar that are 
proposed to be purchased as additions to the Park, we urge you to 
seek determinations of eligibility from the Keeper of the National 
Register as early as possible during your planning process.

Sincerely,

Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National 

Register

bcc: HCRS Regional Off.-Northeast

lAS-Atlanta Office
DECR-

NATIONAL REGISTER / Anzalone

Enclosures

cc: Mr. John Parsons
Regional Director 
National Capital Parks 
1100 Ohio Dr. S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20024
Mr. Clarence E. Moran, Wear Va. SHPO/EHR: E. J. Sa»e:3rb:343-6401:10-22-79 

Adrlsory Councll-Waehlngton. D.C. BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NAT'L REGISTER



Advisory 
Council On 

Historic 

Preservation

1522 K Street NW. 
WVishington D.C. 
20005

November 16, 1979

Mr. Robert Stanton 
Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive, SW 
Nashington, D.C. 20242

Dear Mr. Stanton:

On November 2, 1979, the Council received your determination 
that partial restoration and stabilization of Building 15, 
tb.e Susan Downey House, would not adversely affect Harpers 
Ferry National Park, Jefferson County, West Virginia, a 
propert^^JcTuSeTTimieTIaFTSHSlTKS^TsTer"or tiistonc 
Places. In accordance with Section 800.6(a) of the Council's 
regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive Director does 
not object to your determination.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a 
copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with 
supporting documentation and this concurrence, should be 
included in any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of 
your compliance with Section 106 of the NationaJ. Historic 
Preservation Act, Section 2(b) of Executive Order 11593, 
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," 
and the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sijicerely,

i

/o:/dan E. Tannenbaum 
ichief. Eastern Division 
^"^of Project Review



Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation

1522 K street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005

JAN 14 1980

Mr. Robert Stanton 
Acting Regional Director 
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive SW.
Washington, D.C. 20242

Dear Mr. Stanton;

On December 6, 1979, the Council received your determination that 
the reconstruction of the historic Arsenal Square Fence would not 
adversely affect Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. Jefferson 
County, West Virginia^ a property Included in the National Regis
ter of Historic Places. In accordance with Section 800.6(a) of 
the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive Director 
does not object to your determination.

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy 
of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting 
documentation and this concurrence, should be included in any as
sessment or statement prepared for this undertaking in compliance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act and should be kept in 
your records as evidence of your compliance with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 2(b) of Executive 
Order 11593, "Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environ
ment," and the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800).

Thank you for your cooperation.

Si^erely,

5rdan E. Tannenbaum 
Chief, Eastern Division of 

Project Review



United States Department of the Interior

H30-NCR(PHR)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

1980 JUN 4

JUH27I9B0
onhWSioh

In consultation with the Virginia State Historic Preservation 
Officer, we have determined that implementation of this plan 
will have no adverse effect on the characteristics that qualify 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park for the National Register 
of Historic Places. A copy of our letter to the Virginia SHPO 
with his signed concurrence is enclosed. An identical letter 
was sent on April 21 to the West Virginia SHPO, who has not 
responded to date. We shall forward his response if and when 
it is received.

We now request your comment on this plan. If further information 
is required please contact Paul Goeldner or Barry Mackintosh of 
this office on 426-6660.

aCional Capital Region

Enclosures

J



United States Department of the Interior

H32-NCR(PHR)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

JUL I 0 1980

Mr. J. Rodney Little
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Maryland Historical Trust 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21A01

Dear Mr. Little:

Enclosed are copies of the form, maps, and photographs 
that we are submitting to the National Register on Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park.

This submission constitutes documentation of an existing 
Register property rather than a nomination and thus does 
not require your certification. The enclosures are 
provided for your information and files.

Enclosures

ely yours,

Regional Director, National Capital RL='gion



United States Department of the Interior

H32-NCR(PHR)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

JUL 10 [980

Mr. Clarence E. Moran 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Department of Culture and History 
Science and Culture Center 
Capitol Complex
Charleston, West Virginia 25305 

Dear Mr. Moran:

Enclosed, are copies of the form, maps, and photographs 
that we are submitting to the National Register on Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park.

This submission constitutes documentation of an existing 
Register property rather than a nomination and thus does 
not require your certification. The enclosures are 
provided for your information and files.

F n c 1 c' s u r e s

Sifvcerely yours, ^
' ■ t, n __ '

,, "OcJRegional Director, National Capital Region



T^' g7

United States Department of the Interior

H32-NCR(PHR)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

JUL 101900

Mr. Tucker Hill
Executive Director, Virginia

Historic Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Mr. Hill:

Enclosed are copies of the form, maps, and photographs 
that we are submitting to the National Register on Harpers 
Ferry National Historical Park.

This submission constitutes documentation of an existing 
Register property rather than a nomination and thus does 
not require your certification. The enclosures are 
provided for your information and files.

Sincerely yours.

Regional Director, National Capital Region

F n c 1 o s u r e s



0^
United States Department of the Interior Mf:

H32-NCR(PHR)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

?M! f t 1980

Memorandum

To: ^ Assistant Director, Cultural Resources (WASO-560)

From: p' Regional Director, National Capital Region
V

Subject: National Register Documentation, Harpers Ferry NHP

Enclosed are a National Register form, maps, and photographs 
documenting the listing of Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park in the National Register of Historic Places.

Since this park is already listed in the Register, we have 
sent informational copies of this documentation to the Maryland, 
Virginia, and.West Virginia State Historic Preservation Officers 
but have not requested their signed concurrence. The enclosed 
copies of our letters to them should be forwarded to the Register 
office with the documentation.

Please call Paul Goeldner or Barry Mackintosh of this office 
(426-6660) if you have any questions regarding this submission.

Enclosures



United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32(565) yUL 2 3 1880

Memorandtam 

To: Acting Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service

Subject: Documentation Approval

Enclosed is the documentation for "Harpers Ferry National Historical 

Park," National Capital Region of the National Park Service, submitted 

in confirmation of its inclusion in the National Register of Historic 

Places.

F. Ross Holland, Jr.

Enclosure



Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation
0

R

1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005

DEC 21 1981

Mr. Robert Stanton 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
National Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive SW.
Washington, DC 20242

Dear Mr. Stanton:

Enclosed is the Memorandum of Agreement reflecting the agreement to 
mitigate the adverse effects of the proposed Development Concept Plan 
for a portion of the Hamers Perry-National Histni-io P^yk, .Tpffprgnn 
County. West Virginia, reached by the consulting parties.

Please sign and date this Agreement and forward it to Norman Fagan, West 
Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer, for his dated signature. 
Thereafter, it must be returned to the Council for ratification by the 
Chairman. The Agreement will become final 30 days after receipt by the 
Chairman or earlier if ratified by the Chairman.

The ratified Memorandum of Agreement will constitute the Council's 
comments in accordance with Section 800.6(c)(3) and completes your 
responsibilities under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act and Section 2(b) of Executive Order 11593, "Protection and Enhancement 
of the Cultural Environment," and the Council's regulations.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

E. Tannenbaum 
, Eastern Division

Jor 
Chi

of Project Review

Enclosure



Advisory 

Council On 

Historic 

Preservation
1522 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the National Park Service (NPS), National Capital Region, has 
submitted the Harpers Ferry National Historic Park Development Concept Plan 
for review in accordance with the 1979 Programmatic Memorandum of Agreement 
among the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council), NPS, and the 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers; and,

WHEREAS, NPS has proposed measures to avoid or mitigate adverse effects 
of this Plan on properties eligible for or included in the National Register 
of Historic Places;

NOW, THEREFORE, it is mutually agreed that the Plan will be carried 
out in accordance with the Programmatic Memorandum of Agreement, NPS-28 and 
the following stipulations.

STIPULATIONS
NPS will not construct any new structures in the Camp Hill section of 
Harpers Ferry.

Prior to any ground disturbing activities associated with the proposed 
new development in the Cavalier Heights section of Harpers Ferry, NPS 
will conduct an archaeological investigation. If archaeological 
resources are found that meet the National Register Criteria (36 CFR 
Sec. 60.6), they will be avoided or preserved in place whenever feasible. 
When this is not feasible the West Virginia SHPO will be consulted and 
a treatment consistent with the Council's Handbook, "Treatment of Archaeo
logical Properties" (Attachment 1), and approved by him will be developed 
and implemented.

1.

2.

Executive Director 
Advisory Council on HistJoric Preservation

(date)
National Park Service



Page 2
Memorandum of Agreement 
National Park Service 
Harpers Ferry NHPD Concept Plan

(date)
West Virginia State Historic 

Preservation Officer

(date)
Chairman
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P.O. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

IN REPLY REFER TO:

/

*629
H30(418)

AUG 2 8 1989
MaK?randua ____

Tto; Superintaident. Harpers Ferry Naticaial Historical Paric

FroBs; (3iief Historian Bearss aMUi Beerss
SiAJect; Review of National Roister Addendi^, Maryland Heights Unit, Harpers 

Ferry National Historical Park
Historian Frye has provided my office with a draft of the subject addendum for 
review and cxxmmit.
The staffs of the Anthropology and History Divisions have read the draft and 
they cotmend the preparers for providing us with a well written, succinct 
addandua that dociiaents to National Register standards the cultural resources 
of the paric's Maryland Heights Ihlt. Consequently, otn: cocBients are limited.

Chief Anthropologist Scovill notes;
1) Althoi^h sketch saps have been provided, tl» nomination also requires a 

t»pogra{hic map of the area, or a reference to an ©clstii^ topographic map 
in the original noroination,

2) The level and crltericsn of significance for tlie district sliould be wted in 
the ackJeiKiuB, In addition, significance statements (Section 8, pages 2-4) 
should be strer^th«^ by aaphaslzlt^ the contribution of the archeological 
rcNSOurces to tte crit^ion of significance. As they are currently written, 
the statements focus their attention on the contribution of the archeolo
gical study to the discovery of archeolc^lcal resources in the Maryland 
Heights unit.

In the margins of the draft, herewith returned, we have identified a few 
editorial concerns.
As soon as these coaoexm, aloon with those provided by the Regional Office, 
have been evaluated «wJ addressed, the revised form should be returned to ray 
office to facilitate including the sxhject addendtoi in the Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park National Register (k>cumitatic3n. At the same time, a 
courtesy copy of the addendum slK>uld be provided the Maryland State Historic 
Preservation Office.

Hi

Attachment



IN REPLY REFER TO;

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
. P.O.Box 65

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 25425
H1415(HAFE)

Ms. Carol D. Shull 
National Park Service 
National Register, History & Education 
1849 “C" Street, N.W.
Room NC400 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Carol:

received
JAN 27 B98

FEB -31998

&EOUCAnOM
WAWOWALIWaCSgRVICg

During FY 1998, a contractor will begin the process of updating the National Register 
nomination for Harpers Ferry National Historical Park. I have long been unclear about a few 
small matters pertaining to this park’s existing National Register documentation and now seems 
like an appropriate time to bring these issues to your attention.

First of all, I have a question about the official date when the Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park nomination was listed in the National Register. I have checked the National Register data 
listed on the World Wide Web and have also consulted the compilations of National Register 
listings published by the Preservation Press and AASLH. In all those places, the official date of 
listing shown is October 15, 1966. However, an updated version of the nomination was later 
submitted to the National Register and signed by Bruce McDougal on May 7, 1981. (Partial 
copy enclosed.) Given this situation, would not May 7, 1981 be the official listing date? It 
would seem to be more appropriate to list the date when documentation was actually accepted by 
the National Register, rather than listing the 1966 date when the park was listed by 
administrative decree. Can you shed any light on this matter?

Secondly, the verbal boundary description included in the documentation accepted by the 
National Register in 1981 reads, in part, as follows: “The National Register boundary
encompasses all lands authorized for inclusion in Harpers Ferry National Historical Parks by acts 
of Congress approved June 30,1944, July 14,1960, October 24,1974, and March 5,1980.” This 
leads me to conclude that the verbal boundary description accepted in 1981 essentially says that 
everything within the park boundaries is eligible for the National Register. On the other hand, I 
had always thought that the reason that parks were encouraged to submit National Register 
documentation and not to rely solely on their 1966 administrative listing had to do with a desire 
to verify what was “historic” in the park versus what was not. This goal, if I am correct in 
assuming that it was the goal, was not achieved through verbal boundaries that declare the entire



park to be eligible for the Register. In a park like this one, much of what lies within the park 
boundaries is potentially eligible for listing, but I would still like to think that completion of 
National Register documentation would help to determine the extent of the park’s Section 106 
compliance responsibilities.

Given all this backgroimd, I am somewhat uncertain how to treat the area within the one 
congressionally authorized boundary increase that has occurred since 1980. Should this area be 
included in the verbal boundary description of the revised nomination in the manner approved by 
the National Register on May 7, 1981 or should we consider some other means of formulating a 
verbal boundary description for the update we are about to undertake?

I realize that some of these questions may be a little tedious, but I think your answers will help to 
define the way that we want to approach our National Register update work. Let me also take 
this opportunity to extend my belated Happy New Year’s wishes to you and your staff

Sincerely,

JUiCJi-

Bruce J. Noble, Jr.
Chief of Interpretation & Cultural Resources Management 

Enclosure

CC Gary Scott, NCR SO



IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
P.O. Box 65

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 25425

June 6, 2001

Laura Feller 
National Park Service 
800 North Capital Street 
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Laura:

Enclosed you will find maps and photographs to accompany the National Register of 
Historic Places Registration Forms. I attached each set of maps and photos to a copy 
of the cover sheet for your convenience.

We will be finishing up two addition registration forms over the summer: Bollman Bridge, 
Wernwag or Latrobe and Maryland Heights, Spur Battery.

I appreciate your insight and guidance on this project. Please let me know if you need 
additional information regarding the registration forms you currently have. Thanks.

Sincerely,

~'j/^
Matthew Graves
Chief of Interpretation & CRM



United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30(2280)

Memorandum

JUN 1 2 200]

To:

From

Keeper of the National Register 

: Associate Director, Cultural Resource Stewardship and Partnershi;

Subject: National Register Documentation, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

Attached please find for your review a multiple-property documentation form as well as 
individual nominations for the following properties within Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park:

^ Tattersal Property
Storer College

I ) Grand View School
Shipley School 
Bradley Nash Farm 
Niswarner Tract
Bolivar Heights/School House Ridge Skirmish Site 
Hydroelectric Power Plant.

This documentation has been signed by West Virginia’s Deputy SHPO and by me. I wish to 
thank everyone involved, including Matthew Graves and the park superintendent, for making 
this project a priority.

Please provide the park with a copy of the completed signature pages, should you approve this 
documentation. Thank you for your consideration of this documentation.

Attachment
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MAILING ADDRESS:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
MAIL STOP 2280, SUITE NC400
1849 C STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20240

LOCATION ADDRESS
(FedEx, UPS, SPECIAL DELIVERIES, AND VISITORS):

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
SUITE 400 (OFFICES) or SUITE LL99 (ARCHIVES)
800 NORTH CAPITOL STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20002

The Director of the National Park Service is pleased to send you the following announcements and 
actions on properties for the National Register of Historic Places. For further information contact Edson 
Beall via voice (202) 354-2255, fax (202) 371-2229, regular or E-mail: Edson_Beall@nps.gov 
(Edson_Beall@nps.gov)

Visit the National Register of Historic Places' Teaching with Historic Places newest online lesson plan, 
"The Ohio & Erie Canal: Catalyst of Economic Development for Ohio," at www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp The 
newest online lesson plan, designed for both students and educators, tells the economic history of the 
Ohio Canal. In the 1820s, Ohio was one of the poorest states in the Union. On the edge of the 
wilderness, the state had ample natural resources, but the settlers of the region had few means of 
exploiting these resources. Ohio farmers were xmable to get their products to primary markets. On July 
4, 1825, New York Governor DeWitt Clinton ceremoniously lifted the first shovelful of dirt to start 
Ohio's canal system. During the next two years, workers completed the first 38-mile section of the Ohio 
& Erie Canal, between Cleveland and Akron. This section of the canal, with its 44 lift locks, would raise 
and lower boats, accommodating the almost 400-foot difference in elevation between the two cities. 
Within one year of the opening of this section of the canal, Buffalo merchants increased their purchases 
from Cleveland's wheat market from 1,000 bushels annually to more than 250,000. 1832 completed the 
canal from Lake Erie to Portsmouth on the Ohio River, a total of 308 miles. The canal system provided a 
much needed shot in the arm for Ohio's economy. Deborah Ayers wrote this lesson plan, using letters, 
maps, and visual aides, former Park Ranger at Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area. The lesson 
was edited by Fay Metcalf, education consultant, and the Teaching with Historic Places staff TtwHP 
now has a total of 73 on-line lesson plans. A new Current Feature, titled "Back to School," highlighting 
lessons on the history of education and educational facilities, can also be found at 
www.cr.nps.gov/nr/twhp

WEEKLY LIST OF ACTIONS TAKEN ON PROPERTIES: 8/20/01 THROUGH 8/24/01

KEY: State, County, Property Name, Address/Boundary, City, Vicinity, Reference Number, NHL, 
Action, Date, Multiple Name

CALIFORNIA, SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY, San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, 1-80, San 
Francisco vicinity, 00000525, LISTED, 8/13/01
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ILLINOIS, COOK COUNTY, United States Post Office-Chicago, 433 W. Van Buren St., Chicago, 
01000868, LISTED, 8/16/01

ILLINOIS, LAKE COUNTY, Cook Memorial Library, 413 N. Milwakee Ave., Libertyville, 01000867, 
LISTED, 8/16/01

LOUISIANA, RAPIDES PARISH, Rugg Elementary School, 1319 Bush Ave., Alexandria, 01000807, 
LISTED, 8/10/01

MASSACHUSETTS, WORCESTER COUNTY, Cambridge Grant Historic District, 205-287 Russell 
Hill Rd., 15 Wilker Rd., Ashbumham, 01000626, LISTED, 8/20/01

MICHIGAN, CALHOUN COUNTY, Roosevelt Commimity House, 107 Evergreen Rd., Springfield, 
01000653, LISTED, 8/20/01

MISSISSIPPI, JACKSON COUNTY, Orange Avenue Historic District, Roughly bounded by Live Oak 
and Orange Aves. and Frederic and Magnolia Sts., Pascagoula, 01000827, LISTED, 8/14/01 
(Pascagoula MPS)

NEW JERSEY, BERGEN COUNTY, New Milford Plant of the Hackensack Water Company, New 
Milford Ave., Oradell, 01000891, LISTED, 8/22/01

NEW YORK, ORANGE COUNTY, Belknap Stone House, NY 17K, Newburgh, 01000843, LISTED, 
8/15/01

NEW YORK, SCHOHARIE COUNTY, Best, Dr. Christopher S., House and Office, 34 Clauverwie St., 
Middleburgh, 01000849, LISTED, 8/15/01

NEW YORK, SUFFOLK COUNTY, Bay Shore Hose Company No. 1 Firehouse, Second Ave., Bay 
Shore, 01000851, LISTED, 8/15/01

NEW YORK, SUFFOLK COUNTY, Bay Shore Methodist Episcopal Church, E. Main St., jet. Second 
Ave., Bay Shore, 01000847, LISTED, 8/15/01

NEW YORK, SUFFOLK COUNTY, Davis Tovm Meeting House, Jet. of Middle Country Rd. and 
Coram-Mt. Sinai Rd., Coram, 01000850, LISTED, 8/15/01

NEW YORK, ULSTER COUNTY, Dutch Church, Old, Parsonage, 109 Pearl St., Kingston, 01000845, 
LISTED, 8/15/01

OHIO, CUYAHOGA COUNTY, West Technical High School, 2201 W. 93rd St., Cleveland, 01000898, 
LISTED, 8/21/01

OHIO, GALLIA COUNTY, Gallipolis Historic District, Roughly bounded by 3rd Ave., Vine and 
Spruce Sts. and the Ohio R., Gallipolis, 01000899, LISTED, 8/22/01

OHIO, PORTAGE COUNTY, Kent Jail, 947 Middlebury Rd., Kent, 01000895, LISTED, 8/22/01

OHIO, WASHINGTON COUNTY, Marietta Historic District (Boundary Increase), Roughly bounded 
by Marion, Montgomery, Ohio, Greene, Butler, 2nd through 9tn Sts., and Ohio and Muskingum Rs.,
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Marietta, 01000903, LISTED, 8/21/01

Page 3 of 3

WEST VIRGINIA
BIoomeryRd., Harpers Ferry vicinity, 0
8/07/01 (Harpers Ferry National Historical Park MPS)

Historical Park MPS)

APPROVED, 8/07/01

8/07/01 (Harpers Ferry National Historical Park MPS)

Historical Park MPS)

National Historical Park MPS)

(Harpers Ferry National01000783, ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION APPROVED, 
Historical Park MPS)
WEST VIRGINIA, JEFFERSON COUNTY, Storer C^ege ~
additional DOCUMENTATION APPROVED, 8/07/01 {Hangers Ferry Nations 

MPS)

MPS)
WISCONSIN, OUTAGAMIE COUNTY, West P-:osi^‘ Historic District, 315-330 West
Prospect Ave., Appleton, 01000900, LISTED, 8/24/0



United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H30(2280) FEB | 3 2002

Memorandum

To: Keeper of the National Register t ------

From; Associate Director, Cultural Resource Stewardship and Partnerships

Subject: National Register Documentation, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

Attached please find for your review two nominations, developed within the context 
of the “Historic Properties of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park” multiple-property 
project. The attached documentation is for the Spur Battery on Maryland Heights, and for the 

Bollman Bridge.

This documentation has been signed by Maryland’s SHPO and by me. I wish to
thank everyone involved, including Matthew Graves and the park superintendent, for making
this project a priority.

Please provide the park with copies of the completed signature pages, should you approve this 
documentation. Thank you for your consideration of this documentation.

Attachments



IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32(HAFE)

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park 
P.O. Box 65

Harpers Ferry, West Virginia 25425

Ms. Laura Feller
National Park Service
1849 “C” Street, NW (NC400)
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Laura:

Enclosed you will find the signed National Register nomination forms from Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park. They are ready for Kate’s signature.

Thanks for answering all my questions concerning getting these forms finalized and ready to 
submit to your office. If you have any questions or need additional information, please let me 
know. I can be reached at (304)535-6158.

Thanks again for your help with this project.

Sincerely,

Matthew S. Graves
Chief of Interpretation & CRM



APPENDIX I

GIS USERS REQUIREMENTS

APPLICATIONS THEMES PRODUCTS REQUIRED
TEXT
DATA

FREQ.
OF USE

RELATION TO
OTHER
MANAGEMENT
ACTIVrriES

Map wetland sites and assess impacts from the following; park and 
adjacent land uses, drainage, exotic species, encroachments, vandalism, 
drought.

Park boundary, adjacent park (C&O) boundaries, 
adjacent lands, vegetation, wetlands, hydrography, 
watershed, commercial and industrial uses, exotic 
species distribution, access (roads and trails)

Thematic 
(paper & 
mylar) 
maps,data 

. base, sut 
reports

Habitat 
condition &
census
data

Constant Park (natural, cultural, 
protection, 
interpreution), NCR 
(CUE, OPAR, I&M,
GIS). FWS, State
Heritage Programs

Map encroachment sites to determine parkwide extent of problem, to 
identify protection activities and to determine viewshed impacts.

Park boundary, adjacent lands, adjacent park 
boundaries (AT & C&O), vegetation, encroachment 
sites, topography, archeological sites, RTE sites, 
rights-of-way, municipal and county boundaries, access 
(roads and trails)

Maps,
database and 
reports

to be
determined

ConsUnt Park (cultural, natural, 
maintenance, 
protection), adjacent 
landowners and local 
officials. Legal 
implications (Solicitor 
and US Attorney)

Map RTE species and asses impacts from the following: park and 
adjacent land uses activities, exotic species, whitetail deer, vandalism, 
illegal camping, encroachments, wildfires. Identify potential habitats of 
other species (to be defined).

Park boundary, adjacent park boundaries (AT &
C&O), vegetation, topography, soils, potential habitat 
locations, adjacent lands, geology, access (roads and 
trails), wildfire history, illegal use sites, exotic species 
distribution

Thematic 
maps (paper/ 
mylar), data 
base, stat 
reports

Habiut 
condition & 
census data

Constant Park (natural, protection 
& interpretation), NCR 
(CUE, OPAR, I&M,
GIS) FWS, State
Heritage Programs

Map native plant and animal distribution and assess impacts frc.-n the 
following: forest insect infestations (Gypsy Moth, Adelgids,
Cankerworm, Dogwood Anthracnose, Geometers, Locust Leaf Miner, 
etc.), vandalism, hunting/poaching, exotic species, overpopulated native 
species (whitetail deer), illegal uses of park lands, flooding, air and 
water pollution, wildfires, park and adjacent land use activities, current 
and proposed trail locations.

Park boundary, state, local, municipal and adjacent 
park boundaries, adjacent lands, vegetation, 
topography, soils, geology, dead limber, exotic species 
distribution, defoliation sites, vandalism and illegal use 
sites, floodplrfn, wildfire history, access (roads and 
trails)

Thematic 
(paper & 
mylar) 
maps,data 
base, stat 
reports

Popltn & 
biological 
daU

Constant Park (natural, 
protection, maintenance, 
interpretation), NCR 
(CUE, pest mgnt, water 
resources, OPAR, I&M, 
GIS). USFS, State
Heritage

Location and extent of known Karst topography (caves) Park boundary, topography, geology, hydrology, soils Paper & mylar 
maps

Historic
refer.

Periodic Park (natural, protection 
& cultural)

Identify and map tree hazards sites for maintenance schedules and 
visitor protection.

Park boundary, adjacent lands (residential interface 
with park), topography, soils, wildfire history, dead 
standing timber, defoliation sites, access (roads and 
trails), visitor use areas

Maps,
database,
reports.

Maint.
reports

Frequent Park (protection, natural |l 
& cultural), NCR ||

(CUE, Safety, OPAR), 
implications for
Solicitor.

Appendix 1
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APPLICATIONS THEMES PRODUCTS REQUIRED
TEXT
DATA

FREQ.
OF USE

RELATION TO
OTHER
MANAGEMENT
ACTIVITIES

Locate, quantify and plot watersheds effecting park lands. Assess 
watersheds for impact to adjacent lands and natural and cultural 
resources.

Park boundary, adjacent lands, adjacent park 
boundaries (AT & C&O), topography, soils, 
hydrology, watershed delineation

Maps & 
reports

to be defined Frequent Park (natural, cultural & 
maintenance), NCR 
(CUE)

Identify potential rock slide sites. Park boundary, steep slopes, hydric soils, streams, 
springs, access (roads and trails), geology, 
archeological sites, RTE sites

Thematic
maps.

Reports of 
past land 
slides.

Periodic Park (natural, protection 
& maintenance), NCR 
(safety, maintenance, 
OPAR)

Map all cultural features including archeological sites and LCS 
structures and assess impacts from the following: wildfire (suppression 
planning to identify sensitive sites impacted more from suppresssion 
activities than from fire), exotic species, vandalism, theft (meul 
detecting), ARPA violations, illegal use of park land, air and water 
pollution, tree hazards, flooding, park and adjacent land use activities.

Park, state, local, municipal boundaries, adjacent park 
boundaries (AT Sc C&O), adjacent lands, right of 
ways, historical base maps, cultural landscapes, LCS 
structures, archeological sites, wildfire history, 
floodplain, topography, vandalism and illegal use sites, 
ARPA sites, tree hazard areas, access (roads and trails)

Thematic 
maps and data 
bases, reports.

Develop &
zoning
plans

Constant Park (all park 
programs), NCR (Prof.
Svs, maintenance), 
adjacent parks, 
implications for Solicitor

Identify all archeological excavations to assist with XXX and 106 
compliance.

Park boundary, archeological sites Maps and 
reports

to be defined Periodic Park (cultural), NCR 
(Prof. Sves)

Determine visual impact of potential adjacent land uses in 1989 Special 
Boundary Study areas susceptible to incompatible development and 
where zoning allows for incompatible uses.

Park boundary, adjacent lands in Study Areas, other 
adjacent lands, zoning, topography, access (roads and 
trails), vegetation, current land uses, historic structures 
including road traces, SBS boundaries, historic district 
boundaries, municipal, county and slate boundaries, 
adjacent park boundaries (C&O and AT), historic uses 
(encampment sites, battlelines, troop positions and 
movements)

3-D and 2-D 
thematic 
irups, impact 
report and 
other products 
to be defined

to be defined Periodic Park (all park 
programs), NCR (Prof 
Sves. RD, Lands), 
Implications for county, 
state and regional 
planning. Secretary’s 
Battlefield Program,
Land Trust implications 
and servicewide 
protection issues

Determine visual impact of proposed Shenandoah River Bridge. Park boundary, municipal boundary, topography, 
geology, hydrography, vegetation, viewshed sites, 
bridges (existing and proposed), access (roads and 
trails), Appalachian Trail

Impact report, 
thematic nup.

Develop & 
zoning plans

Limited Park (all park 
programs), NCR Oands, 
RD, Prof Sves, OPAR), 
WVDOH, FWS, FHA

Develop flood maps for Flood Emergency Plan and identify flood 
impacted areas not currently identified in Plan.

Park boundary, state, county and municipal boundaries, 
adjacent park boundary (C&O), Appalachian Trail, 
topography, floodplain, hydrology, vegetation, soils, 
access (roads and trails), natural and cultural resources 
in floodplain

Impact report 
and thematic
maps

Historical 
records & 
reports

As needed Park (all park 
programs), NCR 
(OPAR. RD). ATPO,
C&O Canal. NWS

Identify illegal substance cultivation sites and potential habitats for 
future cultivation.

Park boundary, state, county and municipal boundaries, 
adjacent park boundaries (AT & C&O), lopogrpahy, 
adjacent lands, vegetation, soils, slope and aspect, 
geology and other site factors to be defined

Thematic
maps.

Past
violations

Periodic Park (protection, 
natural), NCR (OPAR), 
local and State LE

Appendix 1



APPLICATIONS THEMES PRODUCTS REQUIRED
TEXT
DATA

FREQ.
OF USE

RELATION TO
OTHER
MANAGEMENT
ACTrvrriES

Map accidents sites (traffic, climbing, etc), sites involving tort claims 
and traffic patterns to analyze trends. Assess potential road 
improvements, redesign, and construction necessary to remedy traffic 
problems.

Park boundary, topography, access (roads and trails), 
hazardous intersections, accident sites (traffic, 
climbing, other resulting in injury or potential tort 
claim), tort claim sites, tree hazard sites, visitor use 
areas

Statistical 
reports, data 
base.

Accident
reports

Constant Park (protection), NCR 
(OPAR)

Identify and map trash dump sites to determine workload factors, 
schedule cleanup projects, identify sources of dumping, etc.

Park boundary, adjacent park boundaries (AT &
C&O), adjacent lands, dumpsites, access (roads and 
trails), hydrology, violation notices sites

Maps to be
determined

Periodic Park (protection, 
maintenance)

Map seasonal visitor use patterns to assess impacts on park resources. Park boundary, access (roads and trails), visitor use 
areas (seasonal trends), archeological and LCS sites,
RTE sites, topography, other themes to be defined

Maps, 
database & 
statistical 
reports

to be
determined

Periodic Park (all park 
programs), NCR (Prof.
Sves, OPAR)

Establish preservation program priorities: cultural resources, LCS and 
archeological surveys.

Park boundary, archeological and LCS sites, 
topography, access (roads and trails), other themes to 
be defined

Thematic 
maps,data 
base, stat 
reports

to be
determined

Frequent Park (cultural & 
maintenance), NCR 
(Prof. Sves)

Map boundary monuments to identify maintenance needs and 
schedules.

Park boundary, adjacent park boundaries (AT& C&O), 
adjacent lands, topography, monument locations, 
access (roads and traits), park control monuments,
NGC monuments, USGS monuments

Maps, tabular 
reports.

Maintenance
schedules

Frequent Park (mainteruince, 
natural, protection),
NCR (OPAR, 
maintenance), BLM

Map landscaped areas, buildings, ruins, etc., to assess maintenance 
needs and schedules.

Park boundary, maintained sites (mow areas - lawns 
and fields), visitor use areas, historic and contemporary 
structures, LCS structures, fences, access (roads and 
trails), landscapes and other themes to be defined

Maps and 
tabular reports

Maintenance
schedules

Periodic Park (maintenance)

Identify and map utilities, roads, trails, signs and other contemporary 
features for inventory purposes to assess impacts from Park and 
adjacent landowner activities and to schedule future maintenance 
activities.

Park boundary, municipal boundary, sewer, water, 
electrical, cable, culverts, telephone, fire hydrants and 
other themes to be defined

Maps and 
tabular reports

Maintenance
schedules

Periodic Park (cultural, 
maintenance), NCR 
(maintenance). State
Roads Dept, Utility 
companies

Produce 3-D displays of Park for visitor reference materials and site 
bulletins.

Park boundary, state, county and municipal boundaries, 
adjacent park boundaries, historic district boundary, 
topography, historic area base maps, archeological 
sites, LCS sites, historic land uses, defoliation sites and 
other themes to be defined

Maps, slides, 
and video.

to be defined Periodic Park finletpretation, 
cultural)
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Geographic Information System 
Coverage Description

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park

ARC/INFO
COVERAGE

DESCRIPTION DXF LAYERS COMBINED 
TO MAKE COVERAGE

FEATURE

m

1111

COVERAGES: /DATA2/HAFE

SHT# Box defining limits of 

coverage
SHEET LINE

ELEV# 5’ contour data INTER (5’contours)
INDEX (25’ contours) 
DEPRJNDEX (depression) 
DEPR_INTER (depression) 
OBS_INDEX (estimated) 
OBS_INTER (estimated)

LINE

BOUND# Park authorized 
boundary. Includes 
fee, scenic easement, 
private and public 
lands and rights-of- 
way.

PARK_BOUNDARY LINE

BLDG# Buildings including 
ruins which appear to 
be former buildings.

BUILDING
MINOR BUILDING
RUINS

LINE

STREAM# Shoreline of Potomac 
and Shenandoah
Rivers, streams and 
mountain drainages.

MAJOR_STREAM (river 
shoreline)
MINOR_STREAM (streams, 
drainages)

LINE

ROAD# Roads including U.S. 
Highways, secondary 
roads, town streets, 
driveways, and trails 
which are former roads 
from the Civil War 
period or from 
proposed 
developments.

PAVED ROADS
UNPAVED ROADS 
UNPAVED DRIVE
MAJOR TRAIL (old roads) 
BRIDGE

LINE



LOCAriON OF SECONDARY COVERAGES: /DATA2/HAF1

TREE# Line defining tree TREE_LINE LINE
cover.

RR# Railroad track RR_TRACK LINE

SPOT DATA# Point elevation data SPOT ELEVATION POINT
and water spots. WATER_SPOT

REC# Miscellaneous SWIMMING POOL LINE
recreation data. TENNIS COURT

ATHLETIC_FIELD

QUARRY# Miscellaneous data PILES (quarry) LINE
from limestone quarry 
operations.

PITS (quarry)

MISC# Miscellaneous data RETAINING WALL LINE
FENCE LINE
MAJOR CULVERT LINE
CEMETERY LINE
TANK (water storage) LINE
SMOKESTACK LINE
SILO LINE

# = SHEET NUMBER (I.E. SHT02 FOR SHEET02). There are 36 sheets or tiles which 
make up the CIS area. T15, which is Sheet06 and located at /data/dxf, was not coverted as 
it could not be retrieved in Autocad due to DXF error. The DXF files were created with 
Autocad R.12. Arc/Info 6.1.1 does not support R12, therefore, each DXF file was 
downloaded into Autocad, exploded, then converted back to DXF format. Since Rev. 7 of 
Arc supports direct conversion of Autocad R. 12 DXF files, this file will be converted when 
Rev. 7 is installed.



Computer mapping capabilities at Harpers Ferry National Historical Park consists of two 
computer systems; one a DOS platform containing CAD programs and data, and the other a 
UNIX platform containing Geographic Information System software and data. The two 
computer are networked allowing data to be easily shared. Although the CAD systems have 
been functional since 1989, the GIS has not developed due to lack of staff. The park’s 
Natural Resources Management Specialist has maintained the GIS at a minimum level by 
acquiring hardware, software and data through several funding sources. However, to fully 
develop the GIS, one FTE will be required.

The following is a breakdown of the computer hardware, software and GIS data currently 
available. For further information about the CAD or GIS programs, contact Natural 
Resources Management Specialist Bill Hebb at 304 535-6038.

it:it:****************************************************************************

CENTRAL PROCESSING UNITS DATA

ASTSE4/33 (1992)
SPARC 1+ (1990) 42MB RAM, 3.1GB, 

SUN OS 4.1, CD-ROM, Tape 
Drive

PERIPHERAL EQUIPMENT

Calcomp Digitizer (1989)
Altek Digitizer (1991)
LDS 4000 Scanner (1992)
HPIII Laser Printer (1992)
Tektronics Plotter (1989)
UPS TSi (1992)
CD-ROM (1993)
HP650C Color Plotter (1994) 
HP1200C/PS Color Plotter (1994)

SOFTWARE

GIS baseline data (1992) Provided in 
DXF format under contract through 
Denver, Branch of Surveys. Provided in 
digital form and 37 mylar base maps and 
one index map. Scale 1:2400.

Vegetation Overlay (1992) Contract 
through MARO CPSU at VPI. Provide 
mylars of SAF cover types using park base 
mylars. Digitized in GRASS.

Digital Orthophotography (1991) Contract 
through SCS with USGS in Houston.
Aerial photographic reference for vector 
overlay.

OTHER EQUIPMENT ANCILLIARY 
TO GIS PROGRAM

GRASS 4.0 (1991)
Autocad R.12 (1992)
LandCadd R.12 
Cadoverlay ESP 
Cadoverlay GSX 
Viewbase 
Atlas*GIS
Arc/Info Rev.7 (primary GIS program)

Trimble Pathfinder Global Positioning 
System (1992)

NETWORK

Computers are networked with thin 
ethemet cable using PC NFS. (1994)
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APPENDIX 5 
GIS PROJECT AREA

CHARLES TOWN. WVA-VA-MD
SE/4 UARTINSBURG iS’ GUAORANCLE3»0r7-C7-TP-084
1878
PHOTOREVISED 1984

HARPERS FERRY, WV-VA-HD N391S-W77a7.S/7.S

MARYLAND

WEST VIRGINIA

VIRGINIA

---------GIS Project Area - 15,000 acres
Park Area - 2262 acres
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