
thomas buford pugh

fayette and raleigh counties

Location:  WV-41 over New River near Prince in Fayette and Raleigh Counties
Type: Seven Span Parker Truss Bridge
Length:  734 feet 3.5 inches
Year constructed:  1931
Contractor:  Prince Bridge Company

Thomas Buford 
Pugh History

In September 1928, incorporation papers were �led and 
issued by the Secretary of State for the Prince Bridge 
Company.  The company was organized for the purpose of 
building a highway bridge across the New River at Prince.  
The company was headquartered in Fayetteville.  The 
incorporators were Frank and James F. Prince of Prince, 
W.L. Lee of Fayetteville, J.D. Harrell of Charleston, and 
W. D. Lawton of Mount Hope (Charleston Daily Mail, 
September 2, 1928).  In April 1929, the Assistant Secretary 
of War, Patrick Hurley approved the new bridge 
application (Charleston Gazette, April 26, 1929). 
Construction began on the bridge in 1931. The bridge was 
completed in 1932 and served as a toll bridge. Originally, 
the tollbooth was connected to the bridge rail on the 
northwest side. The �rst toll master was Ira Clayton “Bud” 
Shuck. Other toll masters included Joe Jones and Charles 
Jones. The toll for the bridge was 25 cents for a motor 
vehicle, and 5 cents for a pedestrian. By August 1946, the 
bridge had paid for itself, collecting a total of $246,350. 
When the tollbooth closed, passage over the bridge 
became free. The tollhouse became the property of the 
toll keeper, Charles Jones, who rolled it over on logs 
across WV 41 to the opposite (northeast) corner of the 
bridge. The small two room structure became a playhouse 
for the owner’s daughter. The tollhouse today is 
unrecognizable with the many additions over the years.

The bridge was known as the Prince Bridge until 1995. 
The bridge was renamed the Thomas Buford Pugh 
Bridge after Thomas Buford Pugh, who was a local 
schoolteacher and World War II veteran, died in 1994. 
Mr. Pugh taught middle school science at both Beckley 
Junior High and Shady Spring Junior High Schools. The 
Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is eligible under Criterion C 
for its engineering signi�cance as a Parker Truss Bridge.
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Name: Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge         
Survey #:  
Survey / FR#: FR #:  04-637-FA       State Project Number: S310-41-0.01; Federal Project Number: BR-0041 (059) 
Present Owners 
 WVDOT 

Owners Mailing Address 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. Room 110 
Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305 

Describe Setting        Unknown -- <1 Acres 
            Archaeological Artifacts Present 
The bridge carries West Virginia Route 41 over the New River near Prince, WV in Fayette and Raleigh Counties. 

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present)         Stories    Front Bays 
The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge consists of a seven span Parker Truss Bridge.  The spans are supported by reinforced 
concrete stub abutments, two reinforced concrete solid piers, two open column reinforced concrete piers, and two steel 
bents on reinforced concrete footings.  The overall length is 734’3 ½”.  The concrete filled steel grid deck has a roadway 
width of 20’3”, an out to out width of 21’7”, and a rail to rail width of 21’3”.  The structure has 8” x 9” reinforced concrete 
curbs, and flexes beam bridge rails, and no sidewalks.  The structure has a stringer-floorbeam system with riveted 
connections and all stringers are framed into the floorbeams.  The minimum vertical clearance is 9’0”, and the vertical 
clearance is 9’0” for a 10’ lane down the centerline of the deck.  The average daily traffic (ADT) for this crossing is 950 
(2012).   
 
Alterations      Yes    No    If yes, describe     
The bridge has had several repairs over the years.   

Additions        Yes    No    If yes, describe     
      

Describe All Outbuildings 
N.A. 

Statement of Significance:   
The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is eligible under Criterion C for its engineering significance as a Parker Truss Bridge.   
 

Bibliographical References 
WVDOH Bridge Maintenance Files, 2015 
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The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its 
engineering significance and as an example of a Parker Truss Bridge.   
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STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
THOMAS BUFORD PUGH BRIDGE 

Also known as the PRINCE BRIDGE and PUGH BRIDGE 
 

Location:                     West Virginia State Route 41, over New River 
                                    Near Prince 
                                    Fayette and Raleigh Counties 
                                    West Virginia 
 
                                    USGS Prince Quadrangle 
 
Date of Construction:  1931              
 
Builder:                        Commissioned by the Prince Bridge Company 
                                     
                                     
Present Owner:           West Virginia Department of Transportation 
                                    Division of Highways 
                                    1900 Kanawha Boulevard, Building 5, Room A-110 
                                    Charleston, WV   25305 
 
Present Use:               Vehicular Bridge 
 
Significance:                The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is significant for its engineering significance and as 
                                     an example of a Parker Truss Bridge.                     
 
Project Information:     The project has been undertaken due to the poor condition of the  
                                     bridge.  Any future deterioration of the bridge would result in its closure, the existing 
                                     bridge warrants replacement.  The documentation was undertaken in July 2012         
                                     in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement among the West Virginia  
                                     Department of Transportation and West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. 
                                     These measures are required prior to replacement of this National Register eligible  
                                     structure. 
 
                                     Sondra L. Mullins, Structural Historian 
                                     West Virginia Division of Highways 
                                     Charleston, WV   25301 
                                     March 30, 2015 
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          The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge consists 

of a seven span Parker Truss Bridge.  The 

spans are supported by reinforced concrete 

stub abutments, two reinforced concrete solid 

piers, two open column reinforced concrete 

piers, and two steel bents on reinforced 

concrete footings.  The overall length is 734’3 

½”.  The concrete filled steel grid deck has a 

roadway width of 20’3”, an out to out width of 

21’7”, and a rail to rail width of 21’3”.  The 

structure has 8” x 9” reinforced concrete curbs, and flexes beam bridge rails, and no sidewalks.  

The structure has a stringer-floorbeam system with riveted connections and all stringers are 

framed into the floorbeams.  The minimum vertical clearance is 9’0”, and the vertical clearance is 

9’0” for a 10’ lane down the centerline of the deck.  The average daily traffic (ADT) for this 

crossing is 950 (2012).   

 

         In September 1928, incorporation papers were filed and issued by the Secretary of State for 

the Prince Bridge Company.  The company was organized for the purpose of building a highway 

bridge across the New River at Prince.  The company’s headquarters was in Fayetteville.  The 

incorporators were Frank and James F. Prince of Prince, W.L. Lee of Fayetteville, J.D. Harrell of 

Charleston, and W. D. Lawton of Mount Hope (Charleston Daily Mail, September 2, 1928).  In 

April 1929, the Assistant Secretary of War, Patrick Hurley approved the new bridge application 

(Charleston Gazette, April 26, 1929).  In 1931 construction began on the bridge.    

 

         The bridge was completed in 1932 and served as a toll bridge.  Originally, the tollbooth was 

connected to the bridge rail on the northwest side.  The first toll master was Ira Clayton “Bud” 

Shuck.  Other toll masters included Joe Jones and Charles Jones.  The toll for the bridge was 25 

cents for a motor vehicle, and 5 cents for a pedestrian.  By August 1946, the bridge had paid for 

itself, collecting a total of $246,350.  When the tollbooth closed passage over the bridge became 

free.  The tollhouse became the property of the toll keeper, Charles Jones, who rolled it over on 

logs across WV 41 to the opposite (northeast) corner of the bridge. The small two room structure 

became a playhouse for the owner’s daughter.  The tollhouse today is unrecognizable with the 

many additions over the years.   
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          The bridge was known as the Prince Bridge until 1995.  The bridge was renamed the 

Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge after Thomas Buford Pugh who was a local schoolteacher and 

World War II veteran who died in 1994.  Mr. Pugh taught middle school science at both Beckley 

Junior High and Shady Spring Junior High Schools.                                                                                                            
       

          The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is eligible under Criterion C for its engineering 

significance as a Parker Truss Bridge.   

 

 
           

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
 
West Virginia Division of Highways, Bridge Files, Maintenance Division, Building 5, Capitol 
Complex, Charleston, West Virginia. 
 
West Virginia Division of Highways, Determination of Eligibility Report – Thomas Buford Pugh 
Memorial Bridge Replacement over the New River, Engineering Division, Building 5, Capitol 
Complex, Charleston, West Virginia, November 2004. 
 
West Virginia Division of Highways, Draft Determination of Effect Report, Engineering Division, 
Building 5, Capitol Complex, Charleston, West Virginia, September 2005. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
                                      
                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STATE LEVEL HISTORIC DOCUMENTATION 
INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge 
West Virginia State Route 41, over New River 
Near Prince 
Fayette and Raleigh County, West Virginia 
 
Photographer:  Randy Epperly                                                                                   February 2014  
                          
PUGH -1           Elevation view looking upstream  
PUGH -2           Elevation view looking downstream  
PUGH -3           Bottom chord connections  
PUGH -4           Sway bracing connections  
PUGH -5           Bearing at pier 
PUGH -6           Truss looking south  
PUGH -7           End view of structure looking south  
PUGH -8           Portal bracing 
PUGH -9           Top chord connections 
PUGH -10         End view of structure looking north 
PUGH -11         Underneath the bridge looking north 
PUGH -12         Underneath deck of bridge looking north 
PUGH -13         Bent #1  
PUGH -14         Elevation view looking north 
PUGH -15         Abutment #1 portal vertical clearance on the southside of the bridge 
PUGH -16         Sideview of the bridge showing railing 
 
 
 
No original plans exist for this bridge.  The bridge was built by a private company.  
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Name: Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge         
Survey #:  
Survey / FR#: FR #:  04-637-FA       State Project Number: S310-41-0.01; Federal Project Number: BR-0041 (059) 
Present Owners 
 WVDOT 

Owners Mailing Address 
1900 Kanawha Blvd. Room 110 
Capitol Complex, Charleston, WV 25305 

Describe Setting        Unknown -- <1 Acres 
            Archaeological Artifacts Present 
The bridge carries West Virginia Route 41 over the New River near Prince, WV in Fayette and Raleigh Counties. 

Description of Buildings or Site (Original and Present)         Stories    Front Bays 
The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge consists of a seven span Parker Truss Bridge.  The spans are supported by reinforced 
concrete stub abutments, two reinforced concrete solid piers, two open column reinforced concrete piers, and two steel 
bents on reinforced concrete footings.  The overall length is 734’3 ½”.  The concrete filled steel grid deck has a roadway 
width of 20’3”, an out to out width of 21’7”, and a rail to rail width of 21’3”.  The structure has 8” x 9” reinforced concrete 
curbs, and flexes beam bridge rails, and no sidewalks.  The structure has a stringer-floorbeam system with riveted 
connections and all stringers are framed into the floorbeams.  The minimum vertical clearance is 9’0”, and the vertical 
clearance is 9’0” for a 10’ lane down the centerline of the deck.  The average daily traffic (ADT) for this crossing is 950 
(2012).   
 
Alterations      Yes    No    If yes, describe     
The bridge has had several repairs over the years.   

Additions        Yes    No    If yes, describe     
      

Describe All Outbuildings 
N.A. 

Statement of Significance:   
The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is eligible under Criterion C for its engineering significance as a Parker Truss Bridge.   
 

Bibliographical References 
WVDOH Bridge Maintenance Files, 2015 
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The Thomas Buford Pugh Bridge is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C for its 
engineering significance and as an example of a Parker Truss Bridge.   
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